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Each year in the United States, heating equipment 
causes more than 65,000 home fires. According to the 
Electrical Safety Foundation International (ESFI), heat-
ing equipment is the second leading cause of home fires 
in the U.S.

Despite space heaters being a convenient source of 
supplemental heat in the winter, they also pose a fire haz-
ard if not used properly. Red Oak Fire Chief John Bruce 
said while warmth is important, following a few safety 
rules when it comes to space heaters is vitally important.

According to the ESFI, space heater instructions and 
warning labels should be read prior to usage. Space heat-
ers should also be inspected for broken plugs, cracks or 
loose connections. If there are worn or frayed wires, do 
not use.

If leaving the room or going to sleep, turn off the space 
heater, and never leave it unattended. Don’t let children 
or pets get too close to a space heater, and always place 
them on a flat level surface. Do not use an extension cord 
or power strip with space heaters, as this can lead to over-
heating and the start of a fire. Only plug a space heater 
into an electrical outlet.

Do not place space heaters in high traffic areas where 
they may be knocked over, and keep them at least three 
feet from anything that is flammable, including clothing, 
rugs and paper.

In addition to space heater safety, Bruce reminds 
citizens to be aware of extension cord hazards, especially 
with holiday decorating taking place. Bruce said more 
than 3,000 home fires are caused annually by improperly 
used extension cords.

Simple steps include not plugging extension cords 
into one another; making sure the extension cord being 
used meets or exceeds the power needs and is being used 
for its intended use; keeping cords out of standing water 
and clear of snow, not stapling or hammering cords into 
walls and not using cords with loose connections or frayed 
wires. Bruce added fo not use three-prong plugs with out-
lets with two slots.

Lastly, Bruce wanted to remind citizens about carbon 
monoxide (CO), a poisonous, odorless, colorless gas, 
referred to as the silent killer. Bruce said CO is virtually 
undetectable without a CO alarm. Each year, 170 people 
die from CO, he added.

“CO is created when common fuels burn incompletely; 
this includes gas, wood, coal and natural gas,” said Bruce. 
“It can also be caused by portable generators, clothes 
dryers, water heaters, cooking appliances, and cars left 
running in enclosed areas.”

CO poisoning can occur by small amounts over a long 
period of time or a large amount over a short amount of 
time. Extremely high levels of CO can kill a person in 
minutes, said Bruce.

“Early detection is paramount in the preservation of 
life as well as property when dealing with CO and smoke 
detection,” said Bruce.

Symptoms of CO poisoning are headache, nausea, 
drowsiness, fatigue and shortness of breath. Infants, those 
with lung and/or heart issues, and pregnant women are 
more severely affected by CO.

To reduce the risk of CO, operate appliances the way 
they are intended; keep furnace, dryer and fireplace vents 
and vehicle tailpipes free of snow; never use a portable 
generator inside a home; never leave a car running inside 
an enclosed area; and have fuel burning and heating appli-
ances inspected by a professional each year.

“It is 2021, and we still see multiple facilities that 

Chief Bruce urges 
space heater safety 

Nick Johansen
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Area school districts have finalized their certified enrollment num-
bers for the 2022-23 school year.

While some districts saw gains, the Red Oak School District had 
some losses in its certified enrollment numbers. Superintendent Ron 
Lorenz said the district’s 2022 “actual enrollment” was 1,033.9 stu-
dents, which is 39.22 students fewer than last year.

“We lost about the same number of students this year than we 
gained last year. This puts our enrollment back roughly to where we 
were prior to the COVID-19 pandemic. With this year’s 3.6% decline, 
our 10-year enrollment trend is -17.9 students per year,” Lorenz said.

Lorenz gave a breakdown of the factors that led to the decline in 
enrollment for this year as opposed to last year.

“We had 16 additional students who open enrolled out of the dis-
trict, but only two additional students who open enrolled in since last 
year. We recently had two additional students open enroll into the dis-
trict and one open enrolled-out student return, but these students will 
not be reflected in our 2022 count,” said Lorenz. “Last year’s senior 
class included 84 students, while this year’s kindergarten class consists 
of 77 students. We also lost approximately 47 students due to reloca-
tion or change in residence, and gained less than 20 move-in students 
from last year’s count day.”

Looking ahead to the rest of the year, Lorenz outlined some options 
to hopefully move the needle on enrollment for the 2023-24 school 
year.

“We will keep focusing on what we can control, which is teaching 
and learning. We are going to put our heads down and continue to 
grind out ways to improve our instruction, attendance, student sup-
ports, culture and climate, communication, and ultimately student 
outcomes. We will also continue to look for efficiencies and ways to 
make the most of what we already have,” Lorenz said.

Stanton Superintendent David Gute said, like Red Oak, the Stanton 
district has also seen a bit of an enrollment decrease this year, but he’s 
satisfied with the numbers.

“We are down one student from 267 last year to 266 students this 
year. I feel if you are staying even in Southwest Iowa at this time it is 
a win for the district,” Gute said.

Gute outlined the Stanton district’s plans to keep enrollment num-
bers from declining further as they move into the 2023-24 school year.

“We need to continue to provide a quality educational program. We 
are proud of how our students do academically, and that is always the 

number one goal. We need to keep putting quality educators in front of 
our students, and our students will continue to perform well on assess-
ments and in other activities. I feel if we can do this we will continue to 
have enrollment numbers to be a successful district,” commented Gute.

Southwest Valley superintendent Chris Fenster said numbers at 
Southwest Valley were holding somewhat steady between last year 
and this year.

“Our certified enrollment for this year between Corning and Villisca 
is 692 students, down slightly from last year’s 693.37. Numbers of 
students served are 662.27, down slightly from 666.37 in 2021. Our 
numbers are pretty stable as we restart the reorganization process 
again, and with a smaller senior class in Corning and a projected larger 
kindergarten class next year, it should tip the enrollment in a positive 
direction,” advised Fenster.

Fenster added the district is hoping the culture and the success it 

EM, Essex see increases in certified enrollment 

Red Oak fifth grade teacher, Dillon Wiser, teaches a les-
son at Inman Elementary School in Red Oak recently. 
(Nick Johansen/Red Oak Express). 
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Trick-or-Treat 
on the Trail 

From left, Austin Bohrer, Jamisen Bohrer, 
Beckitt Bohrer and Bentlee Bohrer at Red 
Oak’s Trick-or-Treat on the Trail Thursday, 
Oct. 27. More photos from this annual 
event are on page 8A. (Nick Johansen/Red 
Oak Express) 

Honeyman is Veterans Day guest speaker 
Montgomery County Court of Honor

Red Oak native and 2009 Red Oak High School 
graduate, Bill Honeyman, has been selected by 
members of the Montgomery County Court of 
Honor to serve as the 2022 Veterans Day guest 
speaker. 

Honeyman attended Iowa State University and 
enrolled in the Naval Reserve Officer Training 
Corps (NROTC). He graduated from ISU in the 
winter of 2013 with a Bachelor of Science degree 
in agricultural engineering with a minor in military 
studies. 

Honeyman also commissioned as an Ensign in 
the United States Navy. 

Upon commissioning, he reported onboard the 
Guided Missile Destroyer USS Howard (DDG83) 
and served two tours. 

He served as a First Lieutenant on his first tour 
from 2014-16 and was deployed in the western 
Pacific area of Operation. He then stayed onboard 

to serve his second tour as Navigator, and sailed 
the ship on deployment to the Middle East region, 
returning in 2017. He resigned from active duty in 
November 2018 and continues to serve in the United 
States Naval Reserves, while also working on the 
family farm. 

He returned in February of this year from his 
Navy Reserve deployment to Guantanamo Bay, 
Cuba, as a Naval Liaison Officer. 

Personal awards include the Joint Service 
Commendation medal, Navy and Marine Corps 
Commendation Medal, three Navy and Marine 
Corps Achievement Medals, Joint Meritorious Unit 
Award, Navy Battle Effectiveness Award, Global 
War on Terrorism Expeditionary Medal (2) and vari-
ous other campaign and service medals. 

The Montgomery County Court of Honor 
Veterans Day program will be held Friday, Nov. 
11 at 10:30 a.m. at the Red Oak High School 
Gymnasium. 

All are invited to attend. 

10$ A1C Test 
During the Month 

of November 712.623.6700

Monday - Friday: 
8:00 am - 4:00 pm

MCMH Laboratory 
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Co-Manager of the Red Oak Farmers Market, Maggie McQuown, 
gave an end of the season recap to members of the Red Oak City 
Council at the Monday, Oct. 17 meeting. 

McQuown said even though the regular season ended in September, 
there will be a holiday market Nov. 22 and a Christmas Market Dec. 
15. These events will be held at the Red Oak Public Library unless 
a more suitable location can be found. 

Montgomery County Farm Bureau 
was the market’s main sponsor for the 
second year in a row. This is in addition 
to the largest number of sponsors the 
market has ever had; separate from the 
13 entertainment sponsors. 

The market also had a record setting 
year for the number of vendors with 13 
full-time season vendors, five part-time 
season vendors, six weekly vendors; one 
in-kind vendor and $855 in vendor fees. 

Five of the markets vendors are 
certified in the Iowa Farmers Market 
Nutrition Program; the largest number in 
any southwest Iowa market, McQuown 
said. 

Only three markets experienced bad 
weather, McQuown said, with one rainy 
market being the best market of the season. 

Many patrons are local who attend weekly, but several come on 
the weekends from out of town. They comment Fountain Square 
Park is a beautiful place to hold the markets. 

There was live music for 14 of this year’s markets, which added 
“a great deal” said McQuown. Food trucks were also added this year, 
which included Italian, Thai, Mexican and American food. New this 

year as well was a kid’s corner. 
In areas of improvement, McQuown said there was a shortage of 

produce vendors this year. 
“We lost four or five prior vendors for various reasons and it was 

a horrible year for gardens,” she said. “A lot of customers were dis-
couraged there was so little produce in the early markets and I think 
that hurt our traffic the second part of the season.” 

The distance between the stage and vendors is also something 
McQuown wants to change next year. Vendors like the northeast 

corner of the park, where it is the 
most shaded. It also offers the most 
convenience for patrons who have 
mobility issues. 

One of the entertainment groups 
this year opted to set up by Freedom 
Rock instead of the stage, which made 
it a much more cohesive market. 

The development of a “foodie cul-
ture” is something McQuown would 
also like to see. She said she’s per-
plexed why more people don’t attend 
the markets as a family fun event. 

“We have gorgeous weather, we 
think people will come down, we 
added food trucks – it’s just not hap-
pening. We really need to come up 
with an activation strategy.” 

McQuown said in the off-season 
they are going to explore possibly hir-

ing a market manager to grow the market. It is extremely difficult for 
her and Steve Turman to do with their other activities. 

Lastly, McQuown recommended changes to the city’s peddler’s 
ordinance to make it more friendly toward food trucks; as when the 
ordinance was created there was no such thing. 

McQuown provides season recap for farmers market

Nick Johansen
The Red Oak Express

The Montgomery County Board of Supervisors has approved a 
resolution for a compensation policy for the Montgomery County 
precinct election official and the support staff for the upcoming 
general election.

At the regular meeting Oct. 25, Montgomery County Auditor 
Jill Ozuna said the move was under the guidance of the Iowa State 
Auditor's Office.

“They are recommending a resolution be made and approved 
prior to every election for compensation and pay, so that it is public 
information, and to meet the compliance that they are hoping to put 
forth in the future, Right now, it's very vague, and they are wanting 
to change that,” Ozuna commented.

While there was no requirement the resolution be approved, 
Ozuna felt it was a good idea for the county to do so.

“I want to comply with what they want and stay on top of it. That 
is what most of the counties have done. It covers wages and mile-
age,” said Ozuna.

Under the resolution, The hourly wage of an election official is 
$10 per hour, and the precinct election official chair and co-chair is 
$11 per hour. Additionally, the resolution allowed for mileage reim-
bursement under the standard county mileage reimbursement rate of 
$.585 cents per mile.

The supervisors also heard a proposal from Ozuna to update the 
office directory board at the public entrance of the courthouse with a 
electronic board with a digital display. Ozuna felt the existing direc-
tory board was very outdated.

“You have to unlock the glass to change the directory. We want 
to eliminate all those boards and place one digital display next to 
the elevators at that main entrance. We can change the picture if we 
want to, and instantly make any changes we need to to the names. 
We can also potentially add widgets for weather, or a calendar,” 
Ozuna stated.

Ozuna shared a quote of $1,156 for the new digital display. 
The quote included the monitor and all of the necessary hardware. 
Initially, Ozuna was planning on two boards, but in the end the 
supervisors decided on one.

“We were considering having a display next to the elevator on the 
main lobby area, but it wouldn't be very feasible, and we decided if 
we were only going to have one, it should be at the public entrance 
right where people walk in,” Ozuna said.

Ozuna added the directory in the courthouse elevator would be 
left as-is. Funding for the new electronic display would be paid for 
out of the building maintenance fund.

The supervisors were in agreement that the cost for the display 
was reasonable. The supervisors approved the purchase of the digital 
display. 

Election support staff compensation agreed upon

Starf Report 

The Iowa School Performance Profiles is 
an online tool showing how public schools 
performed on required measures. The web-
site was developed to meet both feder-
al and state requirements for publishing 
online school report cards: The federal Every 
Student Succeeds Act and House File 215, 
adopted by Iowa lawmakers in 2013.

 “This is an important tool for par-
ents, educators and other stakeholders to 
understand how their schools are perform-
ing,” said Iowa Department of Education 
Director Ann Lebo. “While the Iowa School 
Performance Profiles does not tell the full 
story about schools, the website provides 
important data to help schools with their 
improvement planning, identifying supports 
to address high-need areas and improving 

student outcomes going forward.”
The overall distribution of schools by 

rating category changed only slightly from 
last year. The Acceptable category saw the 
highest increase (3.5 percentage points), 
while the Exceptional category remained the 
same. The share of schools in the bottom two 
rating categories (Needs Improvement and 
Priority) decreased. 

Local scores include: 
• Essex Elementary, 64.89
High Performing 
• Essex Junior/Senior High, 62.63
High Performing 
• East Mills Junior/Senior High, 58.82
Commendable 
• East Mills Elementary, 58.42
Commendable 
• Griswold Elementary, 50.71
Acceptable 

• Griswold Junior/Senior High, 57.39
Commendable 
• Inman Elementary School, 50.06  

   Acceptable 
• Red Oak Junior/Senior High, 54.2
Acceptable 
• Southwest Valley High School, 52.77
Acceptable 
• Southwest Valley Middle School, 51.47 
Acceptable 
• Sylvia Enarson Elementary, 56.17
Commendable 
• Stanton Elementary, 59.59
Commendable 
• Stanton Junior/Senior High, 59.59
Commendable 
To read a more in-depth report on Iowa 

schools, go to iaschoolperformance.gov/
ECP/Home. 

Essex receives ‘high performing’ state scores 

The Page County Conservation Board (PCCB) and the Iowa 
Department of Natural Resources (DNR) are partnering to renovate 
the remaining fishery in Pioneer Park Pond. The DNR will treat 
Pioneer Park Pond this fall (pending workable weather conditions) 
with rotenone, a botanical pesticide, to eliminate the remaining fish 
population. 

Pioneer Park Pond has suffered from numerous summer fish kills 
due to its shallow depth and significant algal blooms. The quality of 
the sportfish community has declined due to abundant populations of 
common carp and black bullhead. 

PCCB has lowered the pond to conduct targeted dredging to 
increase the depth of the pond near its historical maximum depth. 
The dredging project, in addition to the fish renovation, should 
improve the overall water quality and sportfish quality of Pioneer 
Park Pond.

Rotenone is used world-wide and has been since the 1930s.  It is 
a common tool that fisheries managers use for managing sport fish, 
improving water quality, and managing endangered species.  

Rotenone is a naturally occurring compound that comes from the 
roots of a tropical plant in the bean family.  The DNR commonly 
uses the commercially available formulation, 5 percent Prenfish, 
which has been approved for fisheries management by the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). 

The EPA has concluded that the use of rotenone for fish control 
does not present a risk of unreasonable adverse effects to humans 

or the environment. The EPA certifies all pesticides based on use 
according to label directions, which the DNR is equipped to fulfill 
these obligations.  

Eliminating injurious fish species is an imperative and final step 
to achieve water quality and fishery improvements.  The pond will 
be restocked with largemouth bass, bluegill, and channel catfish after 
the renovation.

DNR to eliminate remaining Pioneer Park pond fish

Trick-or-Treat fun 
The Essex and Stanton communities held trick-or-
treating events recently. Pictured top, the City of Es-
sex’s table at trunk or treat. Above, a trio of Stanton 
trick or treaters. (Photo provided/Charm Carpenter/
Red Oak Express) 

APY*

18-Month Bump-Up CD

3.20%
$1,000 MIN. BALANCE

Veridian CDs grow
your money – guaranteed

*APY = Annual Percentage Yield. APY is accurate as of 9/16/2022. Interest on CDs is compounded quarterly. Interest rate locked when account is opened except for bump-up CDs, 
which can be converted to a higher rate once during their terms. Penalty may be imposed for early withdrawal, and fees could reduce earnings on account. Public funds and financial 
institutions are not eligible.

Open a CD today.
veridiancu.org/deposit

ADM. Just $8.00
(10 & under free)

3-day re-entry stamp

FREE PARKING
Free Shuttle Bus 

Service from North 
Parking Lot on 
both Fri. & Sat.

Where You Can Buy That 
Quality, Handmade Product 

Nov. 19-21
VARIED INDUSTRIES BLDG. 
IOWA STATE FAIRGROUNDS

DES MOINES, IOWA
Fri. 5-9; Sat. 9-5; Sun. 10-4

A Fantastic shopping event. 

IOWA’S LARGEST       

Bring This Ad to Show For $1 Off Adm.

Callahan Promotions, Inc.  563-652-4529
To Purchase Discounted Advance Admission 

Tickets and For A Chance To Win $50 Gift 
Certificates Visit Our Facebook Page At 

Callahan Promotions, Inc.

Over
300ExhibitorsARTS

& Crafts
SHOW
Bring This Ad To Show For $1 Off Adm.

November 18-20

Callahan Promotions, Inc. 563-357-1986



REAL ESTATE

WARRANTY DEED
• David and Vivian Cash to 

Scott and Kandi Turner, 22-73-39 
Lts 1-2, 9-11 SLT 1.

• Randy Orme, President, Tim 
Werges, Secretary, and Acorn 
Development Two Inc. to Delaine 
and Neva Slump, Red Oak Wood-
land Hills SD Lt 15.

• Connie Magneson to Mc-
Kaela Magneson, Red Oak 
Engquist SD Lt 6.

• Cleone Sayers, Lynn and 
Stann Kopp, and Spencer and 
Karan Johnson to Johnson and 
Bloom LLC., 27-72-38 Lts 1-2 
SLT 1.

• Carol and Clifford Glassel 
to Caleb and Abbey Orme, Red 
Oak Northeastern Addition Blk 
2 Lts 1-2.

QUIT CLAIM DEED
• Community Loan Servicing 

LLC and Peter Suarez, Assistant 
Vice President, to US Bank Trust 
National Association, and LB Tiki 
Series V Trust, Elliott Mercer’s 
SD Blk 2 Lts 16-20, SD Lts 2-3, 

Third Addition, Ling Chadwell 
Hully SD Lt 2.

• Tracy Cowen to Tracy Cowen 
and Kimberly Cowen, Red Oak 
Northeastern Addition Blk 1 Lt 6 
Harris SD E4 OLT 6.

MORTGAGE
• Scott and Kandi Turner to 

Houghton State Bank, 22-73-39 
Lts 1-2, 9-11 SLT 1. 

• David and Shawna Clark to 
Houghton State Bank, Red Oak 
Knollwood SD 1 Lt 8.

• Lavonne Squires and Lavonne 
S. Squires to Bank Iowa, Villisca 
Original PlaT Lt 267.

• Carlos Williams to City of 
Stanton, Stanton Original Plat Lt 
166.

• Kyle and Katie Olson to 
Houghton State Bank, 25-73-38.

• David and Frances Olson to 
First Interstate Bank, 16-72-36.

SMALL CLAIMS
• City View Apartments LLC 

vs. Ayden Rossell, Red Oak, dis-
missed without prejudice.

• Iowarents.com vs. Bradley 
and Jordin Jackson, Red Oak, 
judgment default in favor of the 
plaintiff, $6,500 with 6.5% inter-
est from Oct. 21, plus costs.

ARRESTS
• Filed Oct. 25, Dawson 

Squires, 24, Red Oak, posses-
sion of controlled substance sec-
ond offense, child endangerment, 
$2,000 bond.

• Filed Oct. 25, Jordan Hol-
aday, 20, Red Oak, possession 
of controlled substance, $1,000 
bond.

• Filed Oct. 25, Lucas Bogart, 
34, Red Oak, reckless use of fire/
explosives, $1,000 bond.

• Filed Oct. 28, Gregory Nail, 

30, Red Oak, theft fifth degree, 
$300 bond.

• Filed Oct. 28, Penny Griggs, 
42, Red Oak, theft fifth degree, 
$300 bond.

• Filed Oct. 30, Angel 
Knowles, 27, Council Bluffs, five 
Pottawattamie County warrants 
for forgery, absence from custody 
four counts, held on no bond.

• Filed Oct. 30, Johna-
than McAlpin, 30, Red Oak, 
Pottawattamie County bench war-
rant for violation of parole, held 
on no bond.

• Filed Oct. 30, Destiny Ander-
son, 25, Red Oak, driving while 
barred, $2,000 bond.

CRIMINAL 
• Aggravated, State of Iowa vs. 

Dawson Squires, 24, Shenandoah, 
child endangerment, possession 
of controlled substance second 
offense.

• Felony, State of Iowa vs. 
Charles Brown, III, 35, Red Oak, 
contempt - resist order or process 
of  district court, 30 days jail, con-
current with other charge.

• Felony, State of Iowa vs. 
Charles Brown, III, 35, Red 
Oak, child endangerment, 730 
days prison, 700 suspended, time 
served, $855 fine, two years pro-
bation.

• Felony, State of Iowa vs. 
Andrew Nagunst, 33, Red Oak, 
assault causing bodily injury or 
mental illness, pled guilty, 30 
days jail, suspended, $430 fine, 
nine months probation.

• Felony, State of Iowa vs. 
Chadwick Zucco, 52, Red Oak, 
possession of a controlled sub-
stance - marijuana, first offense, 
$430 fine, time served.

• Simple Misdemeanor, State 
of Iowa vs. Michael Landon, Jr., 
43, Council Bluffs, provide false 

identification information, pled 
guilty, two days jail, time served.

• Simple Misdemeanor, State 
of Iowa vs. Athea Hamilton, 23, 
Red Oak, theft fifth degree, $105 
fine.

• Simple Misdemeanor, State 
of Iowa vs. Dewight Binau, 43, 
Red Oak, public intoxication, 
$150 fine.

• Simple Misdemeanor, State 
of Iowa vs. Brian Price, 42, 
Tarkio, Mo., consumption of alco-
hol in public place, $150 fine.

• Serious Misdemeanor, State 
of Iowa vs. Todd Lasswell, 55, 
Red Oak, possession of a con-
trolled substance - marijuana, first 
offense, $430 fine.

• Serious Misdemeanor, State 
of Iowa vs. Christian Meek, 28, 
Villisca, domestic abuse assault-
second offense.

• Serious Misdemeanor, State 
of Iowa vs. Lucas Bogart, 34, 
Red Oak, reckless use of fire or 
explosives.

• Serious Misdemeanor, State 
of Iowa vs. Jordan Holaday, 20, 
Red Oak, possession of a con-
trolled substance, cannabidiol, 
first offense.

OWI
• State of Iowa vs. Marshall 

Adams, 47, Stanton, first offense, 
three days jail, Second Chances, 
$1,250 fine.

TRAFFIC
• Trevor Carter, Emerson, reg-

istration violation.
• Tylor Crook, Council Bluffs, 

speeding.
• Terry Aherns, Red Oak, leave 

scene of accident - property dam-
age only, failure to provide proof 
if financial liability insurance, no 
valid driver’s license.

• Tony King, Gilmore City, no 

valid driver’s license.
• Ceji Rodriquez, Council 

Bluffs, registration violation. 
• Kane Watson, Glenwood, 

speeding, dark window or wind-
shield.

• Alexander Pietan, Waterloo, 
speeding.

• Robert Arrick, Missouri Val-
ley, speeding. 

• Brooke Tessemma, Silver 
Spring, Md., speeding.

• Kimberly Splittgerber, Red 
Oak, failure to carry registration 
card.

• Richard Jenkins, Red Oak, 
registration violation, failure to 
provide proof of financial liability 
insurance. 

• Kenton Alexander, Minden, 
speeding. 

• Anthony Schooling Red Oak, 
speeding.

• Jerica Palmer, Oxford, speed-
ing.

• Maria Piveral, Clarinda, 
speeding.

• Quenton Pfizer, Council 
Bluffs, speeding.

• Elizabeth Sobotka, Mount 
Ayr, speeding.

• James Garbez, Red Oak, fail-
ure to obey traffic control device. 

• Tracey Dutcher, Johnston, 
speeding.

• Carol Razor, St. Joseph, Mo., 
speeding. 

• Michael Landon, Jr., Coun-
cil Bluffs, driving while license 
denied, suspended, cancelled, or 
revoked. 
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Law and Order

SUDOKU ANSWER, Page 7B

The following events were filed with 
the Red Oak, Montgomery County, 
State of  Iowa, or other government 
offices. In regard to law enforce-
ment and judicial activities, all par-
ties are presumed innocent until 
proven guilty, and other details 
may be available at iowacourts.
state.ia.us.

Phillip Straight, 76
Phillip N. Straight, 76, Merrimack, N.H., passed 

away Tuesday, Oct. 25, 2022, at his home sur-
rounded by his loving family. 

Phillip Straight was born in Emerson, son of Ivan 
and Zelma Straight. Phil was raised and educated in 
Iowa and received his civil engineering degree in 
1992. He was also a member of the Army National 
Guard and later went on to work and retire from the 
state of Iowa Soil Conservation reclaiming mines. 
He was a state representative for Merrimack for two 
terms. 

In his free time, he enjoyed spending time with his family and sharing 
his love of country music and talking politics to anyone who would dare to 
listen. He was passionate about serving in his community, his state and his 
country. 

He is survived by his wife, Nancy Harrington of 20 years. Phil will also 
be deeply missed by his daughter, Brenda Sale and her husband Jamie, 
and their children Morgan, Katelyn, and Nolan; son, PJ Comeau and his 
wife Christine and their children Brayden Comeau, Julia Bell, Alexis Bell; 
daughter, Michele deBettencourt and her husband Antone III and their chil-
dren Taylor, Sydney, Dylan; stepsons Wes Sowers and his wife Allison; 
Dusty Sowers and his wife Gaby; brother Larry Straight and sister Dolores 
Elkins. 

Phil was predeceased by his siblings, Leo, Dale, Kenny, and Dorothy 
Groves. 

Visitation was Friday Oct. 28, at the Rivet Funeral Home in Merrimack. 
A graveside service was held privately with the family. A Celebration of 
Life will be held in Iowa at a later date. 

In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions in Phil’s honor may be made to 
Tunnel to Towers Foundation https://t2t.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/
In-Memory-of-Online-Form_Interactive-Online-Form.pdf. 

To leave an online condolence, please visit rivetfuneralhome.com
Memorial contributions may be directed to EveryStep Hospice of Mount 

Ayr. Memories and condolences can be left at pearsonfuneralhomes.com. 
Pearson Family Funeral Service & Cremation Center of Corning was in 

charge of arrangements. 

Gary Burns, 82
Gary Lee Burns, 82, Sun Lakes, Ariz., passed 

away after a short illness on Oct. 19, 2022, in Chan-
dler, Ariz.

Gary Burns was born on Dec. 22, 1939, in 
Omaha, Nebraska to Charles and Helen (Wallick) 
Burns. He moved with his family to Red Oak in 
1945 and graduated from high school with the class 
of 1957. On Dec. 28, 1958 he was united in mar-
riage to Kathryn Marie Freed at Fremont Lutheran 
Church, Nyman.

Gary graduated from Northwest Missouri State 
University in 1961 with a Bachelor of Science degree and was a member of 
the Phi Sigma Epsilon fraternity. He and Kathy moved to Pocahontas after 
graduation, where he was a coach and teacher for four years. In 1965, he left 
the teaching profession and formed a partnership with Jim Fitzgerald that 
became Burns Fitzgerald Realtors. He was on the Pocahontas Community 
Hospital board that built the present hospital in 1967 and was instrumental 
in forming a group of investors to build the present-day Pocahontas Manor 
Care Center in 1970. Later he became the sole owner of that facility until 
he sold it in 2012.

In 1985, they moved to Mesa, Ariz. He was a past member of Mesa 
Country Club, Iron Oaks of Sun Lakes, and current member of King of 
Glory Lutheran Church in Tempe, Ariz. He and Kathy moved to Sun Lakes, 
Ariz., in 2010 where he enjoyed golf until his health declined. For the last 9 
months they had lived at Robson Reserve, where he established many new 
friendships and his love of playing bridge.

He is survived by his wife of 64 years, Kathy; and four children, Debra 
(Ted) Shimon of Peoria, Ariz.; Jeffrey (Lisa) Burns of Chandler, Ariz.; 
Denise (Mike) Ziegler of Sedalia, Colo.; and Barry (Kate) Burns of Chan-
dler, Ariz. He is also survived by 11 grandchildren, Christine (Weston) 
Bingham; Nick (Tate) Shimon and Tim Shimon; Kelsey, Jack and Marley 
Burns; Sullivan Ziegler; Eli (Aubri) Ziegler and Macy Ziegler; Elliot and 
Zane Burns; and great-grandchildren Myla, Brant, Emery and Mabel Bing-
ham; Lane Jones; and Ollie Joy Shimon.

He was preceded in death by his parents; brother, Roger Burns; and his 
sister-in-law, Charlene.

His love of people, college football, Iowa State University, Kansas City 
Chiefs and family will never be forgotten. His greatest legacy was having 
never known a stranger.

In lieu of flowers, memorials may be directed to American Heart Asso-
ciation or your favorite charity.

Memorial services were held Sunday, Oct. 30, 2022, at Valley of the Sun 
Mortuary in Chandler, Ariz. 

Fond memories and expressions of sympathy may be shared at val-
leyofthesunfuneralhome.com for the Burns family. 

Theresa Johnston, 58
Theresa Johnston, 58, Villisca, entered eter-

nal rest on Monday, Oct. 24, 2022, at Creighton 
University Medical Center-Bergan Mercy in 
Omaha, Neb. 

Theresa Ann Johnston, the daughter of Ken-
neth and Shirley (Hogsett) Gulick, was born 
May 17, 1964, in Kansas City, Mo. She attend-
ed school in Villisca before graduating from 
Villisca High School with the class of 1982. 
After high school, Theresa attended IWCC in 
Creston.

She met the love of her life, Mark Johnston, and they were united 
in marriage on May 20, 1989, in Villisca. Together they have three 
children, Casey, Jodie and Brooke.

Theresa worked at VGSC for a short time before providing day-
care in her own home. In 2001, she began what turned into a life long 
career of Satellite Communications that has grown into a multi-facet-
ed operation. Her business initially started in her own home where her 
business has grown and remains at her current location in Villisca as 
well as an office in Shenandoah. Johnston Communications is a very 
successful, organized business that strives for customer service and 
satisfaction. This has been demonstrated by her as well as her trusted 
and dedicated staff. Her staff were more than just employees, they 
were also her family. Johnston Communications has received multiple 
awards demonstrating her professional services.

Theresa had a deep love for her family and friends. She loved 
having family over for football parties (Kansas City Chiefs was one 
of her favorites), spending time with her 10 grandchildren, family 
and friends. She was very kind, compassionate, caring and a selfless 
person who went out of her way to help everyone. She will be greatly 
missed!

Left to cherish Theresa’s memory are her husband, Mark John-
ston of Villisca; children, Casey (Chris) Simmons, Jodie Johnston 
and Brooke (Ryan) Hanson, all of Villisca; 10 grandchildren; sister, 
Susan Blakemore and significant other Mike Greever, Tina (Kevin) 
Anderson of Villisca; mother-in-law, Patricia Johnston; uncles, Frank 
(Ruth) Hogsett, Mildred Trevisanut of Missouri; along with many 
nieces, nephews, other relatives and friends.

Preceding her in death were her parents, Kenneth and Shirley 
Gulick; sister, Brenda Gulick; brother, Marvin Gulick; sister-in-law, 
Cindy Johnston; nephew, Shane Greever and father-in-law, Stanley 
Johnston.

Funeral Services were Tuesday, Nov. 1, 2022 at the Villisca Unit-
ed Methodist Church. Pastor Jenn Van Nostrand officiated. Burial 
followed at the Villisca Cemetery. 

In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be directed to the 
Villisca Elementary P.T.O. Memories and condolences may be shared 
at pearsonfuneralhomes.com.

Barbara Shook, 82
Barbara Shook, 82, Red Oak, passed away Monday, Oct. 24, 2022, 

at the Red Oak Rehab and Care Center in Red Oak. 
Barbara Shook was born Oct. 14, 1940, in Red Oak, the daughter 

of Orvin and Eva Florene (Smalley) Putnam. 
Preceding Barbara in death were her parents; and husband, 

Edward. 
Survivors include her daughter, Kimberly Shook-Shurter. 
Graveside funeral services will be held at 2 p.m. on Friday, Nov. 

4, 2022, at the Rose Hill Cemetery in Shenandoah. Burial will be in 
the Rose Hill Cemetery at Shenandoah. 

Nelson-Boylan-LeRette Funeral Chapel is in charge of arrange-
ments.

Kenneth Lindell, 89
Kenneth L. Lindell, 89, Urbandale, formerly 

of Red Oak, passed away Friday, Oct. 28, 2022, 
at the Iowa Methodist Hospital, Des Moines.

Kenneth Lee Lindell, the son of Bernard and 
Inez (Axelson) Lindell, was born Aug. 3, 1933, 
at Essex. Kenneth was born and raised on a farm 
in the Essex area. He graduated from Essex 
High School and on Sept. 14, 1953, entered the 
U.S. Army. He served as a paratrooper until his 
honorable discharge on Sept. 13, 1955. 

Kenneth was united in marriage to Delores 
Anderson on June 20, 1954, in Essex. He attended Cincinnati College 
of Mortuary Science in 1956, graduating in 1957. Kenneth began his 
funeral service career for Raynor Funeral Home, Glenwood, in 1958. 
In 1959, they moved to Harlan to work with the Pauley Funeral Home. 
In 1966, the family moved to Red Oak, where Kenneth started with the 
Sellergren Funeral Home. In January of 1968, the Lindells purchased 
the funeral home and retired in January of 1991. 

While in Red Oak, Kenneth was an active member of Bethlehem 
Lutheran Church, Elks Lodge #1304, Masonic Lodge #162, Order 
of Eastern Star Lodge #57, American Legion Post #67, Rotary Club, 
Montgomery County Court of Honor, Red Oak Country Club, and 
served many years as a Red Oak volunteer firefighter. He also volun-
teered with many other local events and organizations, too. Kenneth 
was a past member of the Iowa Funeral Directors Association and 
National Selected Morticians. He enjoyed golfing and cheering for 
the Nebraska Cornhuskers football team, along with being a cat lover. 
During their retirement years, Kenneth and Delores enjoyed winters in 
Texas. They made their home in Urbandale in April of 2012.

Kenneth was preceded in death by his parents; wife, Delores on 
Feb. 12, 2017; and brother, Curtis Lindell.

Kenneth is survived by his daughter, Karla Ralston (husband Jim) 
of Wickenburg, Ariz.; granddaughter, Courtney Kearney (husband 
Brendan) and great-granddaughters, Emmalee and Aydan Kearney 
of Corinth, Texas; and granddaughter, Jessica Hesse (husband Dan) 
of Clarksville, Tenn.; and his son, Dennis Lindell (wife Jamie) of 
Fairchild, Wis.; grandson, Hans Lindell (wife Rachel) and great-
grandsons, Soren and Noah of Hummelston, Penn.; and grand-
daughter, Kristine Lindell and great-grandsons, Jacob and Therin of 
Urbandale; sister-in-law, Jean Lindell of Omaha, Neb.; nephew, Dan 
Lindell (wife Pat) of Omaha, Neb.; niece, Darci Neuzil of Dallas, 
Texas; great-nieces and nephews; a great-great-niece; other relatives 
and many friends.

May God bless his memory and give strength to those who mourn.
Funeral Service will be held on Wednesday, Nov. 2, 2022, at 10:30 

a.m. at Bethlehem Lutheran Church, Red Oak. Graveside Service with 
Military Honors and Burial will be in Evergreen Cemetery, Red Oak. 
Rev. Jennifer Yeske-Drown will officiate.

The family requests memorials in lieu of flowers to Bethlehem 
Lutheran Church or the Red Oak Volunteer Fire and Rescue Associa-
tion.

Remembrances and condolences may be shared with the family at 
sldfuneralhome.com.

Sellergren-Lindell-DeMarce Funeral Home is in charge of Ken-
neth’s arrangements and serving his family.

Belva “Dee” Keller, 91
Belva Deloris “Dee” Keller, 91, Council Bluffs, formerly of 

Elliott, passed away Friday, Oct. 14, 2022, at the Missouri Valley 
Hospital CHI in Missouri Valley. 

Dee was born Oct. 20, 1930, in Ridgeway, Mo., the daughter of 
Albert and Irene (Gibson) Cook. 

Preceding her in death were her parents; husband, Antone “Tony” 
Keller; and daughter, Linda Carlson. 

Survivors include her children, Glenda Erlewine of Woodbine; 
Deloris “Sis” Daigh of Fayetteville, Ark.; and Rich Carlson of 
Council Bluffs; 10 grandchildren; and many great- and great-great-
grandchildren. 

A celebration of life service will be held at 10:30 a.m. Saturday, 
Nov. 5, 2022, at Nelson-Boylan-LeRette Funeral Chapel in Red Oak. 
Burial will be in the Evergreen Cemetery.

Nelson-Boylan-LeRette Funeral Chapel is in charge of arrange-
ments.

Todd Gilleland, 41
Todd Allen Gilleland, 41, Red Oak, passed 

away unexpectedly Sunday, Oct. 23, 2022, at 
his home. 

Todd was born July 16, 1981, in Atlantic, 
the son of Roger and Nancy (Young) Gilleland. 
He was raised in Elliott and Stanton, graduat-
ing from Stanton High School in 2000. Todd 
worked for many years for the Montgomery 
County Family YMCA as the property manager. 
His hobbies included watching football, shoot-
ing guns, fishing, and attending his children’s 
sporting events. 

Preceding him in death was his father, Roger Gilleland. 
Survivors include his companion of many years, Jessica Abraham 

of Red Oak; mother, Nancy Schnormeier and husband Alan of Bel-
levue, Neb.; children, Alexa Gilleland and companion Brad Spring 
of Red Oak; Hunter Gilleland and Brooklyn Gilleland of Red Oak; 
Chloe Edie of Red Oak; and Carson Van Scoy of Red Oak; siblings, 
Jason Gilleland of Red Oak, and Blake Schnormeier and wife Bailey 
of Creston; grandchild, Mason Spring of Red Oak; many aunts, uncles, 
nieces, a nephew, and many other relatives and friends.

A celebration of life service was held Saturday, Oct. 29, 2022, at 
the Nelson-Boylan-LeRette Funeral Chapel. Burial was in the Ever-
green Cemetery. In lieu of flowers, memorials are suggested to the 
family.

Nelson-Boylan-LeRette Funeral Chapel is in charge of arrange-
ments.
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The Time Capsule | Roy maRshall

This year’s shipment of pecans arrived in mid-
September. 

Sent by Cecil Metz, he called from his home 
on the Texas gulf to say they were on the way 
and remind me he’s expecting walnuts in return. 
Although Metz has pecan trees in his back yard, 
he prefers black walnuts in the holiday pralines he 
distributes as Christmas gifts.  

He and I got acquainted at a time when I was 
seeking a goat for a barbeque at the RV park near 
his home. 

He has a small flock of floppy-eared, rangy 
animals with brown and black hair (not wool), so I 
stopped to ask if he had a goat for sale. 

He no doubt noted my Iowa plates before saying 
he had a young Barbados that sometimes squeezed 
through a fence and raided his garden. 

He’d take $15 or trade for a pint of shelled Iowa 
walnuts. I chose walnuts with a promise of delivery 
the following winter.      

Back at the RV park I learned the Barbados is 
a breed of sheep, not a goat, and this one couldn’t 
have been young as Metz had been trying to give it 
away for a year.  

The barbeque was fun, although smoked mutton 
is not an entree we’d recommend.   

That was the year I 
bought a walnut saw. This 
is a tedious, one-nut- at-
a-time method but beats 
a hammer and brick and 
produces nutmeats in 
halves or quarters. 

I settled the Barbados 
account with Metz and 
we’ve been doing the 
pecans for walnuts trade 
each year since.

He was surprised when I told him hardly anyone 
around here uses native walnuts, that bushels are 
dumped at landfills and waste sites and tons are left 
to rot where they fell. 

Black walnuts have more depth of flavor than is 
found in their bland, California-grown cousin. 

Metz appreciates this, likes to make deals, so 
one year I traded him a bottle of walnut liquor and 
a pint of pickled walnuts for a gallon of oysters. 

Decades ago mom’s cousin, Vernon Slane, used 

a prohibition-era still to make what he called 
“Black Mamba.” 

His recipe starts with walnuts “picked from the 
tree on June 23.” They ‘re about half-sized at that 
stage, with green hull covering a shell that has 
started to form but remains soft and pale.  

Slane’s black walnut pickles were also made 
from immature walnuts, salted and soaked in the 
hull, then steeped and aged in vinegar and pickling 
spices (more precise recipes can be found online). I 
don’t know how Slane’s turned out, but mine were 
awful.   

 Slane’s “Mamba,” also called “nicino,” is a 
spirit that’s inky black with a taste reminiscent of 
the aroma of green walnut leaves. 

It’s interesting, I suppose, in the same way a sip 
of 1920s mountain moonshine might be interesting. 

I made some as an experiment, which was prob-
ably illegal, and exchanging a bottle of it and a jar 
of nasty walnut pickles for oysters more than made 
up for the Barbados.  

Metz is now planting his winter garden, while 
the 18-degree low we experienced a few nights 
ago pretty much ended ours. Exceptions are leeks, 

bok choy, and a lone head of cabbage, all of which 
survived the night.   

In a column last spring I noted that we’d planted 
a packet of 250 leek seeds in February. About 270 
of them sprouted, then waited under grow lights 
in the basement until being planted outside in late 
April. 

They’ve proven to be easy to raise, pest-free, 
and wife’s been using leeks in place of onions since 
early September. 

We’re not sure how they’ll keep, so she put 50 
in the garage fridge, a few were dehydrated and 
we used straw to cover the remainder still in the 
garden. 

I’ve read they can be dug as needed, even in the 
Midwest, and if that’s true we won’t buy onions 
until spring.

Roy Marshall is a local historian and columnist 
for the Red Oak Express. He can be contacted at 
news@redoakexpress.com.

Letters to the Editor
The Red Oak Express supports healthy community discourse and encourages readers to submit a letter to the 

editor. Letters must be signed and include a phone number for verification purposes. They can be submitted by 
mail or dropped off at 2012 Commerce Drive, Red Oak, Iowa, 51566, or emailed to news@redoakexpress.com, or 
entered through our website at redoakexpress.com. Letters should be concise and centered on a single topic. All 
letters are subject to editing for length, taste, accuracy, liability, or other reasons. The Express is under no obligation 
to print any letter. If you have questions, contact the Express office at 712-623-2566 or news@redoakexpress.com.
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Barbados

ViEwpoints

Southwest Valley FFA members recently delivered Thank A Farmer bags to United Farmers 
Co-op in Villisca, Nodaway Elevator in Nodaway, and POET near Brooks to hand out to farm-
ers. Southwest Valley FFA members pictured are, from left: Dylan Stormer, Maddie McCoy, and 
Kenzie Fast. (Photo submitted)

Mensen studies in Ireland
Central College student Libby Mensen of Red Oak is studying at the Ulster University in Northern 

Ireland, UK, in the fall semester. 
Mensen is a communication studies major in the Class of 2024. Central College supports off-campus 

programs around the world, and each academic major allows space for students to study abroad while 
earning credit toward a major, minor or core curriculum requirements.

Stanton soils team competes at state

Stanton 3rd and 4th graders competed in the Farm Bureau coloring contest promoting farm safety 
with the help of Stanton’s FFA students. Pictured above are the winners from the third grade class, 
from left: Charles Vance, Brandt Richards-Gray, Pippa King, Montgomery County Farm Bureau 
Vice President Krista Huntsman, and FFA members James McDonald and Leah Sandin. Below, 
from left: fourth grade winners Amelia Green, Maeve McDonald, Lucas McClain, Krista  Huntsman, 
James McDonald, and Leah Sandin. (Photos submitted)

Stanton winners named in coloring contest

EM’s Schaffer named Educator of the year

East Mills math instructor and coach Kevin Schafer, pictured left, was named the Mills County 
Chamber of Commerce 2022 Educator of the Year. Also pictured is East Mills Superintendent Tim 
Hood. (Photo submitted)
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Church Directory
Advent Christian

  300 S. 2nd Ave., Villisca, Rev. Jeff 
Eason, Sunday School, 9:30 a.m., 
Worship, 10:30 a.m., Celebrate 
Recovery, Tuesday, 6:30 p.m.

Assembly Of God  
1005 Senate, Red Oak, 623-2174, 
Services, 10:30 a.m. 

Baptist
  The Bridge (First Baptist Church), 
406 N. 3rd St., Red Oak, Rev. Len 
Taylor, Worship, 11 a.m. 
  Grace Baptist, 1510 N. 6th St., Red 
Oak, Gary D. Walters, Bible class, 
10 a.m., Worship, 11 a.m., Worship, 
6 p.m.; Wednesday, Prayer, 7 p.m.
  Grace Baptist, 525 Main St., Gris-
wold, Victor Maxson, Bible study, 10 
a.m., Worship, 11 a.m. Online: 11 
a.m. livestream.

Southern Baptist
  Crossroads Community Church, 
303 E. Oak St., use the alley 
entrance, Rev. Ricky Rohrig, Sr., 
Celebration Services with Kids’ 
Church, 9:23 a.m.,Wednesdays in 
the Word, live on Facebook, 6:30 
p.m. 712-357-1060, crossroadsre-
doak.com. Online: 9:45 a.m. approx. 
live on Facebook.

Catholic
  St. Joseph’s, 131 W. High, Villisca, 
Father Sylvester Okoh, Sunday 

Mass, 8:30 a.m.
  St. Mary’s, 1510 Highland Ave., 
Red Oak, Father Lazarus Kirigia, 
Saturdays, 5 p.m. (1st, 3rd, 5th 
Saturday); Sunday, 10:30 a.m., in 
Spanish, 1 p.m.

Christian
  First Christian, 1909 Summit 
St., Red Oak, Pastor AJ Baratta, 
PreKindergarten - Sunday School, 
9:30-10:15 a.m., Fellowship, 10 
a.m., Worship, 10:30 a.m. Online: 
10:30 a.m. live on Facebook.

Christian & Missionary 
Alliance

  Citylight Southwest Iowa, 705 Brad-
ford, Emerson. Co-lead pastors Matt 
Keller, Tyler Mass. Worship with 
children’s church, 10 a.m. in-person 
gathering. Online: 10 a.m. live on 
Facebook.
  Faith Community, 2701 N. 8th 
St., Red Oak, Pastor Dan Wetzel, 
Associate Pastor Stephen Beaulier, 
Worship, 9:30 a.m. Connection 
Classes for pre-kindergarten-adults, 
11 a.m..Wednesday activities: Faith 
Kids, Pre-K grade 4, 6-7:30 p.m. 
Faith Midpoint, grades 5-6, 6-7:30 
p.m. Faith Youth, grades 7-12, 
7-8:30 p.m. Online: 9:30 a.m. on 
KCSI, 9:30 a.m. on. Facebook.

Church Of Christ 
 Church Of Christ, Elliott, Sunday 
Bible School, 9 a.m., Worship, 10 
a.m., Men’s and Women’s Bible 
study and breakfast, first Sunday of 
the month at 7:30 a.m.
  River of Life Church, Hwy. 48 
North, Red Oak, Interin Minister 
Kevin Berry, Sunday School 9 a.m., 
Worship, 10 a.m. 

Church Of the Nazarene
  Red Oak, 401 E. Prospect St., Rev. 
Lori Lathrop. Radio ministry, 8:30 
a.m., worship with children’s church 
at 10:30 a.m.

Covenant 
  Evangelical, Rev. Matt King, 308 
Eastern, Stanton, Sunday School 
9:30 a.m., Worship, 10:45 a.m. 
Online: 10:45 a.m. live on Facebook 
and later on Youtube.
  Faith Covenant Church, 212 Alice 
St., Essex, Pastor Gordon Scott, 
Pastor Staci Shearer, Worship, 8:30 
a.m. 
  First Covenant, Rev. Alan Dean, 
pastor, 3rd & Hammond, Red Oak, 
Worship, 9:30 a.m.

Jehovah’s Witness
  210 Argus Road, Shenandoah, 
Thursday, 7:30 p.m.; Sunday, 10 
a.m., public Bible discourse. 

Lutheran
  Bethesda Lutheran, Rural Clarinda. 
Worship 9:30 a.m. Worship, Sunday 
School 10:30 a.m. 
  Bethlehem Lutheran, 1101 Summit 
St., Red Oak, Rev. Jennifer Yeske-
Drown, Sunday worship, 11 a.m.
  Strand Evangelical, Rural Villisca, 
Rev. Marietta Nelson-Bittle, Worship, 
9:45 a.m.
  Fremont Lutheran (Nyman), 1147 
Ironwood Ave, Red Oak, Pastor Ann 
Albert, Worship, 9:30 a.m., Sunday 
School, 10:30 a.m.
  Mamrelund Lutheran, 410 Eastern 
Ave., Stanton. Worship, 10:30 a.m. 
Sunday School, 9:15 a.m. Online: 
10:30 a.m. FMTC Cable Channel 1, 
also live on Facebook.
  Mt. Calvary, 107 S. 5th, Villisca, Je-
rome Wagoner, Worship, 9:00 a.m. 
  Tabor Lutheran, 1711 Q Ave., 
Stanton, Worship, 8:15 a.m., Sunday 
School, 9:15 a.m.
  Peace Lutheran, (A WELS 
Congregation), 411 Church St., 
Shenandoah, Saturday Worship, 
5:30 p.m.; Bible and Sunday School, 
6:30 p.m.

Non-Denominational
 Oaks Community Church, 41310 
Ellington Rd., Emerson, Rev. Ron 
Perry, 712-824-7218, Sunday 
School, 10 a.m., Worship, 11 a.m.

Presbyterian 
 Center Ridge, 1546 N. 110th St., 
Red Oak, Caryn Pedersen, Worship  
1 p.m., two times a month. Call 623-
9023 for more information.
  First Presbyterian, 109 S. 3rd Ave., 
Villisca, Rev. Sandra Wainwright, 
Sunday School, 9:30 a.m., Worship, 
10:30 a.m.
  Red Oak Presbyterian, 511 E. 
Coolbaugh, PO Box 402, Red Oak, 
Caryn Pedersen, redoakpresbyteri-
anchurch.com, Service, 10:30 a.m. 
Online: 10:30 a.m. live on Face-
book/Red Oak Presbyterian Church

Reformed Evangelical
  Heartland Sovereign Grace Church, 
new church plant. Bible study 
Sunday, 5 p.m., www.swiacrec.com, 
contact@swiacrec.com.

United Methodist
  First United Methodist, 600 E. 
Hammond, Red Oak, Rev. Dr. Eric 
Sayonkon, Worship, Sunday, 10:30 
a.m.; Youth group Wednesday 6:30-
8 p.m., grades 6-12, snack is served. 
Online: 10:30 a.m. fumcro.org; click 
on the media tab to see previously 
recorded services.
  Wesley Chapel UMC, Rev. Carl 
Phillips, Worship, 8:45 a.m., Sunday 
School, 9:45 a.m.
  Red Oak Circuit, Linda Westerhold; 
Hawthorne, 1248 210th St., Red 

Oak, Worship, 10 a.m.; Stratton, 
1695 150th St., Red Oak, Worship, 
11:15 a.m. Online: 11:15 a.m. live 
on Facebook.
  Elliott United Methodist, Rev. Terry 
McClain, Sunday School, 9 a.m., 
Worship, 10 a.m. Online: 10 a.m. 
live on Facebook.
  Emerson United Methodist Church, 
Rev. Denise Stevens, 801 Bradford 
Ave., Emerson, (712) 824-7368, 
Sunday School, 9:30 a.m., Worship, 
10:30 a.m.
  Grant United Methodist, Rev. Jenn 
Van Nostrand, Worship services, 9 
a.m. Online: 9 a.m. live on Face-
book
  United Methodist, 203 S. 3rd 
Ave., Villisca, Pastor Jennifer Van 
Nostrand, Sunday School 9:30 a.m., 
Worship, 10:30 a.m. Online: 10:30 
a.m. live on Facebook.
  Strahan United Methodist, Hast-
ings, Rev. David Kwangki Kim, 
Worship, 9:30 a.m., Sunday School, 
10:30 a.m.

United Church Of Christ 
  First Congregational, 608 Reed St., 
Red Oak, Sunday Worship, 11:30 
a.m. in the sanctuary with fellowship 
prior to the service at 10:30 a.m..
Rev. Holly Scherff, interim pastor.

10 a.m.-6 p.m. Real Deals 
open house, 718 Davis Ave., 
Corning. 

12:30 p.m., Bingo, Red Oak 
Senior Center, 2700 N. 4th St. 
Call 712-623-3497 or Carolyn 
at 402-926-8683 for more infor-
mation.

4 p.m., Community Prayer 
Time, Fountain Square Park. Call 
Bonnie at 623-4759.

5-7 p.m., Knights of Colum-
bus 35th annual pork loin supper, 
St. Mary's Catholic Church Hall, 
1510 Highland Ave. $10 for 
adults, $5 for children 5-12, kids 
5 and under eat free.

5-7 p.m., Group Swim Les-
sons, Montgomery County 
YMCA, 101 E. Cherry St.

7 p.m., Alcoholics Anony-
mous, Bethlehem Lutheran 
Church, 1101 Summit St.

10 a.m.-5 p.m. Real Deals 
open house, 718 Davis Ave., 
Corning. 

4 p.m. Rural Commerce Com-
mittee meeting, Red Oak Cham-
ber office, 307 E. Reed St.

5:30 p.m., Alcoholics Anony-
mous, Bethlehem Lutheran 
Church, 1101 Summit St.

7 p.m., “Lyle, Lyle Croco-
dile,” theatre #1; “See How They 
Run,” theatre #2; Red Oak Grand 
Theatre.

8 a.m., Cold Cash for sale at 
the Red Oak Chamber office, 
307 E. Reed St. First come, first 
served.

9 a.m.-3 p.m. Real Deals open 
house, 718 Davis Ave., Corning.

9 a.m.-2:30 p.m., Creations 
& More craft and vendor show, 
Shenandoah Elks Lodge, 709 S. 
Fremont St., Shenandoah.

9 a.m.-3 p.m., Handmade 
Market, Southwest Valley High 
School, 904 8th St., Corning.

10 a.m.-3 p.m., Christmas 
Market, 2011 N. 8th St.  

7 p.m.,“Lyle, Lyle Crocodile,” 
theatre #1; “See How They Run,” 
theatre #2; Red Oak Grand The-
atre.

.
2 and 7 p.m., “Lyle, Lyle 

Crocodile,” theatre #1; “See How 
They run,” theatre #2; Red Oak 
Grand Theatre.

5:30 p.m., Alcoholics Anony-
mous, Bethlehem Lutheran 
Church, 1101 Summit St.

12:30 p.m. Bingo, Red Oak 
Senior Center, 2700 N. 4th St. 
Call 712-623-3497 or Carolyn 
402-926-8683 for more infor-
mation.

5-7 p.m., YMCA E Sports, 
Montgomery County Family 
YMCA, 101 E. Cherry St. 

5:30 pm., Red Oak School 
Board meeting, Jr./Sr. High-
School, or via Zoom.

5:30 pm., Red Oak City 
Council meeting, Red Oak Fire 
Station, or via Zoom.

7 p.m., Alcoholics Anony-
mous, Bethlehem Lutheran 
Church, 1101 Summit St.

Noon, Rotary Club meet-
ing. For location, go to https://
rotarydistrict5650.org/clubinfo/
red-oak.

1 p.m., Card games (pitch 
and/or cribbage) Red Oak 
Senior Center, 2700 N. 4th St. 
Call 712-623-3497 or Carolyn 
402-926-8683 for more infor-
mation. 

5:30 p.m. Marketing and 
Tourism meeting, Red Oak 
Chamber office, 307 E. Reed St.

8:30 a.m., Montgomery Coun-
ty Supervisors, North Meeting 
Room in courthouse basement, 
open to public. Moved due to 
election.

1:30-5 p.m., Christ’s Cup-
board Food Pantry and Clothing 
Cupboard, 206 E. Coolbaugh St. 
Donations accepted 1-5 p.m. at 
back door.

3 November

4 November

5 November

6 November

7 November

8 November

Community Calendar

Happy Birthday!
Celebrating birthdays are:
 
Gary Hartstack – Nov. 3
Bryant Blay – Nov. 4
Diane Bates – Nov. 5
Ed Spangenberg – Nov. 5
Drew Whigham – Nov. 6
Odette Laverty – Nov. 8
Curtis Franzen – Nov. 9
Jim Tierney – Nov. 9
Don Douthit – Nov. 9

To be included on the free “Happy Birthday” list, e-mail 
your birthday (and those of your friends and family) to 
news@redoakexpress.com, mail to P.O. Box 377, Red Oak, 
IA 51566, or drop by our office at 2012 Commerce Dr.

   

Celebrating their anniversaries this week are:
 
Ronald and Sandra Helmer – Nov. 3
George and Carolyn Lombard – Nov. 5
Jim and Angie Tierney – Nov. 6

Congratulations and happy anniversary to you!

To become a member of the free “Anniversary Club,” e-mail 
your anniversary (and those of your friends and family) to 
news@redoakexpress.com, mail to P.O. Box 377, Red Oak, IA 
51566, or drop by our office at 2012 Commerce Dr.

Happy 
Anniversary!Anniversary!Anniversary!

9 November

Sponsored 
by:

Sellergren•Lindell•DeMarce 
Funeral Home - 623-2796 

Belt Auto Center & Trailer Sales
623-2538

Nelson-Boylan-LeRette 
Funeral Chapel - 623-2525

Houghton State Bank
 623-4823

Red Oak Elks Lodge #1304 received two $3,000 Beacon/Spotlight Grants from Elks National Foundation which 
it donated to two food pantries, West Central Community Action and Christ’s Cupboard Food Pantry. Pictured 
above, from left: Exalted Ruler Brad Baker, Inner Guard Brenda Vrba, WCCA representative Heather Dollen, and 
Past Exalted Ruler Drew Swanson. Pictured below are Brenda Vrba, CCFP representative Lori Johnson, Brad 
Baker, and Drew Swanson. (Nick Johansen/The Red Oak Express)

Red Oak Elks make two food pantry donations

Cram the Cruiser/Firetruck a success

The Red Oak Chamber and Industry Association will sell Cold 
Cash on a first-come, first-serve basis beginning at 8 a.m. Nov. 5 at 
the Chamber office, 307 E. Reed St. 

Cold Cash will be sold in $100 packs; price is $80 per pack. Only 
250 packs are available. Cash must be spent by Jan. 31, 2023 at 
ROCIA member businesses.

Each person/household is limited to three packs. 

Cold Cash available Nov. 5

The Red Oak Police Department, Red Oak Fire Depart-
ment, and the Montgomery County Sheriff's Office col-
lected non-perishable food items at Hy-Vee and Fare-
way Oct. 28. roughly 300 items were collected. Pictured 
above, from left,  are Amber Jennings and Drew  Askey. 
(Nick Johansen/The Red Oak Express)

Time to fall back!
Daylight Savings Time ends Nov. 6. Don’t forget to 

turn your clocks back one hour!

h

HOPE TO HAVE LOTS MOREHOPE TO HAVE LOTS MOREh h

Dave & Pamh Dave & PamDave & PamDave & PamDave & PamDave & PamDave & PamDave & PamDave & PamDave & PamDave & Pam
Carbaugh
hHappy

50th Wedding
 Anniversary



TurkeyHunT6A The Red Oak Express  WEDNESDAY, NOV. 2, 2022 
redoakexpress.com

HOUGHTON 
STATE BANK
116 E Coolbaugh St 

Red Oak

MARK JACKSON’S
HARDWARE HANK
Hallmark Gold Crown Store

315 E Reed St 
 Red Oak

North side of Fountain  Square Park

ORSCHELN  
FARM & HOME

2400 N 4th St 
 Red Oak

FAREWAY 
 STORES INC.

811 N Broadway
Red Oak 

CARQUEST 
JOHNSON 

AUTO PARTS
303 Broadway 

Red Oak

RED OAK 
FABRICATION

306 N 3rd St
 Red Oak 

THE RED OAK 
EXPRESS

2012 Commerce Dr
Red Oak

Good Luck & Happy Hunting!

O’REILLY  
AUTO PARTS
1610 N Broadway St  

Red Oak

Entry rulEs: 
• Must be 18 or older to enter. 
• Limit one entry per person per visit. 
• Employees and their families are not eligible at their place of employment. 
• Limit one winner per family.
• Drawing Nov. 11, 2022.

Simply stop by any of the businesses listed above, fill out an entry form and drop it in the registration box for your chance to win a turkey!  
Drawing will be held on Friday,  Nov. 11 at 5 p.m. Winners will be announced in the Nov. 16 edition of The Red Oak Express.
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ENROLLMENT
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1A

has in the classroom will help as they to attract more students to 
SWV in the coming school year.

David Heinrichs, superintendent with the Griswold district, said 
there was a decline in enrollment for this year, as opposed to last 
year.

“There are two student counts. The first is called certified enroll-
ment. This represents the number of students who live in your dis-
trict, regardless of where they attend school. Our current certified 
enrollment is 446.8. This is 9.90 less than a year ago,” Heinrichs 
explained. “The other student count is called BEDS. This stands for 
Basic Education Data Survey. The BEDS count consists of the stu-
dents that a district serves each day, regardless of where they reside. 
Currently, our BEDS enrollment is 383.1. This is 23.2 less than a 
year ago.”

Heinrichs outlined the main reason why Griswold’s enrollment 
declined for the current year.

“A majority of our decreased enrollment (BEDS) is due to open 
enrollment. Our district had 10 more students open enroll in this year, 
but 30 more open enroll out.  Therefore, this accounts for 20 of the 
23.2 decrease in the BEDS enrollment,” Heinrichs said.

Heinrichs added the Griswold District will be examining the rea-
sons for the decline in enrollment, in the hopes that they can improve 
for next year.

“The district will be researching the reasons for the increased 
open enrollment out.  Based upon the results of that research, if the 
reasons are within our control, appropriate changes will be consid-
ered,” advised Heinrichs.

In the Essex District, superintendent Mike Wells said they’ve seen 
a slight uptick in the numbers from 2021.

“Essex had 185.5 students certified this year, as opposed to 183.40 
last year, but we have a ton of open enrollment in, so we have 75 
opened enrolled into our district compared to 55 last year. We cur-
rently educate 198.10 students this year compared to 180 last year,” 
Wells stated.

Wells said a number of positive changes in the district, he 
believes, helped contribute to the numbers, specifically the district’s 
open enrollment.

 “I believe we are seeing a great number of open enrolled students 
into the district because of the programs we are offering, includ-
ing career academies, farm school, and the maker space program. 
Many parents want a smaller school setting for their children, and 
aggressive curriculums that challenge their children and create a fun 
environment for their children to learn. Essex offers these types of 
things,” Wells commented.

Wells said the Essex district planned to keep doing everything 
it needed to do to bring students to the district in the coming years.

“The state has changed open enrollment rules which now allows 
students to come and go as they wish. We are making plans for an 
additional 15 students who may open enroll into our district during 
this school year,” Wells explained. “We are anticipating an increase 
of our student population to be 250 students by 2025, which is a great 
number for our size of community. We have seen a steady increase 
over the past few years. We believe by adding curriculum and pro-
gramming students will want to come to our school. We will continue 
this trend over the next five years.”

Finally, East Mills superintendent Tim Hood said his district has 
also seen a slight uptick in students as it progresses through the 2022-
23 school year.

“Last year, we certified 527.10 students, and this year, we 
increased that to 528.46 students. We are basically even this year. 
We don’t have a lot of homes for sale right now either,” Hood said.

Hood added he expects a new project for the district will only help 
those numbers increase next year.

“We are excited about getting started with the new addition at the 
junior/senior high school building so we can have everything on one 
campus. We also look forward to the SWITCH facility getting up and 
going,” stated Hood.

are occupied by individuals, and there is no CO or smoke detec-
tion working. It really does come down to life preservation with 
this early detection,” said Bruce. “If someone were to have an 
alarm activate, please don’t be afraid to contact your local emer-
gency services so that the situation can be assessed appropriately 
and resolved just the same.”

SAFETY
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1A

Clarinda.Net, a Clarinda-based IT con-
sulting company, has recently been acquired 
by Midwest Data of Iowa, a managed IT 
services provider headquartered in Stanton.

 Since 2006, Clarinda.Net has provided IT 
related preventative maintenance and repair 
for small-to-medium sized businesses and 
residential customers in Clarinda and sur-
rounding areas. 

Midwest Data of Iowa will acquire all 
the commercial accounts and Clarinda.Net 
will continue to service all the residen-
tial accounts.  The former owner, Wayne 
Goecker, is retiring and looking forward to 
this new journey.

“I am very pleased and excited to find 

a company with the same philosophy as 
myself, that being, the client and their needs 
always come first! I take pride in the fact 
that I always take care of my clients in 
an efficient and professional manner. With 
Midwest Data of Iowa, I am confident that  
this same tradition will continue on in the 
future. Along with that, Midwest Data will 
be able to offer expanded services that 
will enhance our local businesses. In the 
same tradition, I will continue to serve my 
residential customers as I have done in the 
past,” said Wayne Goecker, former owner of 
Clarinda.Net.

“We were looking for an opportunity to 
expand our service offerings in Southwest 

Iowa. After several positive discussions with 
Mr. Goecker, we felt this would be a great 
fit. We are confident that we’ll be able to 
continue to provide a high level of customer 
service and build upon the relationships and 
service offerings previously provided by 
Clarinda.Net,” said Craig Hagenau, General 
Manager of Midwest Data of Iowa. 

The new owner, Midwest Data of Iowa, 
has been providing managed IT solutions 
to small-and medium-sized businesses 
regionally and nationally since its incep-
tion in 2014. Their data center is located in 
Southwest Iowa with redundant facilities in 
northwest Missouri and Kansas City, Mo.  

ClarindaNet acquired by Midwest Data of Iowa

The Southwest Iowa Planning Council 
(SWIPCO) recognized National Lead 
Poisoning Prevention Week by discussing 
the facts, talking about getting children and 
homes tested, and spreading awareness about 
the Lead Hazard Reduction Program grant. 

SWIPCO is seeking applicants for the 
Lead Hazard Reduction Grant with homes 
constructed before 1978 and having children 
under the age of 6 who reside or spend a sig-
nificant amount of time in the home. 

Applicants could be eligible for exterior 
and/or interior improvements involving lead-
based paint removal. Homeowners and rental 
units qualify but owners of the rental units 
must be financially involved. Homeowners 
must meet certain income guidelines spe-
cific to the county where they live and 
must be in Cass, Fremont, Harrison, Mills, 
Montgomery, Page, or Shelby counties.

Lead is highly neuro toxic. Lead poison-
ing is 100% preventable, but the effects of 

lead poisoning are irreversible. CDC reports 
that there is no safe lead level and a level of 
3.5 micrograms/deciliter is considered a high 
blood level of lead. 

Children under 6 are more sensitive to 
lead, and pregnant women exposed to lead 
can pass lead to their unborn baby. Lead 
gets into the body when it is inhaled or swal-
lowed. Lead poisoning may cause long-term 
effects and significant effects on the child’s 
health. Lead poisoning affects one in 14 
Iowa children and Iowa’s rate of lead poison-
ing is four times the national average. 

Nearly 60% of the homes in Iowa both in 
rural and urban areas were built before 1960. 
During 2019, 981 children under 6 had a 
confirmed elevated blood lead level, which 
is enough children to fill 13.5 school buses. 

The Lead Hazard Reduction Grant will 
allow for lead hazard reduction in approxi-
mately 35 housing units and build a more 
skilled workforce in the region. 

“This is a wonderful opportunity to help 
us get some of those lead hazards removed 
to make southwest Iowa a safer and healthier 
place to live for everyone, especially kids 
who are particularly vulnerable. 

Three contractors in the southwest Iowa 
area have already been certified as Lead 
Safe Contractors through this grant program, 
which will ensure that lead poisoning aware-
ness and abatement will outlast this program 
and will continue to benefit the community 
for future generations,” said Lead Hazard 
Reduction Program Coordinator, Nicole 
Rhodes. 

To apply or to learn more about the 
grant program, please contact SWIPCO Lead 
Hazard Reduction Program Coordinator, 
Nicole Rhodes, at 712-243-4196 or 866-
279-4720 or by emailing nicole.rhodes@
swipco.org. 

Lead poisoning affects 1 in 14 Iowa children 

Bruce Shultz
Vice President, National Farmers Organization

In early October the news of JBS, the 
world’s largest meat processing company, 
getting out of the plant-based protein mar-
ket caught my eye. This story, reported by 
The Denver Business News, noted that JBS 
started Planterra about two years ago.  

Planterra opened a processing facility 
in Denver, employing approximately 120 
people while marketing its brand OZO.

JBS is a smart and well-funded company. 
They took the route of investing in what was 
believed to be the biggest challenger to real 
meat. Many companies in other industries 
have done the same thing. Shell Oil, for 
instance, bought a 44 percent interest in U.S. 
solar firm Silicon Ranch in 2018.  That same 
year they invested $20 million dollars in 
an India-based renewable energy company, 
Husk Power Systems.  

Large multinational companies, whether 
publically traded such as Shell, or privately 
held such as JBS, have the resources to hedge 
their bets and invest in potential competition. 
JBS still is invested in plant-based products 
in both Europe and Brazil. However, JBS 
made the decision that plant-based protein 
is not the profitable venture that they first 
thought it might be in the U.S.

Other plant-based protein companies are 
finding out the same thing. Beyond Meat 
has partnered with McDonald’s to create 
the McPlant burger.  As reported by CNBC 
in July, McDonald's rolled out the addition 
to the menu in roughly 600 locations in 
February.  

Their study discovered a much lower 
demand than expected, though the two com-
panies did sign a three-year commitment to 
sell McPlant burgers in the European market.  
Of the five countries in this test, Beyond 
Meat reported good sales in only two coun-

tries, the UK and Austria.  Beyond Meat has 
seen its stock price go from an opening price 
on Jan. 3, of $65.68 to a closing price on Oct.  
7, of $14.24.  

These are only two segments of the story 
concerning plant-based protein. 

The fact is that Americans like real meat.  
While some people will prefer plant-based 
burgers to real burgers, this is a smaller 
group than anticipated. I am a rancher and 
we eat meat all the time. If I want a carrot I 
will eat a carrot. When I want a burger I will 
eat a burger.  I do not eat a burger shaped 
like a carrot with orange food coloring and 
chemicals I cannot pronounce to pretend I 
am having a carrot.  

As a rancher, I am encouraged by these 
events and the knowledge that as a whole our 
nation still enjoys real family farm-raised 
meat. So I ask you all to celebrate with me 
and go enjoy a delicious juicy steak.

Plant based meat market and how it is changing

A beta test of the student 
debt relief application web-
site was launched last week 
by the U.S. Department of 
Education. The site will be 
available intermittently until 
the full launch later this 
month, with the application 
taking about five minutes to 
complete.

There's no advantage 
to applying before the full 
launch, according to the 
department. But, confusion 
is likely for many who are 
navigating this new process.

Following the Biden 
Administration's recent 
announcement, millions of 
Americans will be recipi-
ents of the student loan debt 
relief; unfortunately, this cre-
ates an excellent opportunity 
for scammers. 

As student loan holders 
navigate the new forgive-
ness program, con artists will 
undoubtedly be there to take 
advantage of any confusion. 
It happens with any big gov-
ernment initiative, including 
the COVID-19 vaccine roll-
out, eviction moratorium and 
pandemic relief programs. 
Always be sure to do your 
research before sharing any 
personal information.    

• Get to know the terms 
of your student loan and the 
relief program before act-
ing. Always do your research 
before sharing personal infor-
mation. Be sure to under-
stand the ins and outs of 
your specific loan, as well 
as how student loan relief 
impacts you. You may have 
to research who your current 
loan servicer is, since it may 
have changed. Go straight to 
official government websites, 
such as ED.gov and studen-
taid.gov, for information.

• Never pay money for 
a free government program. 
Scammers often trick victims 
into paying for free govern-
ment programs – or they 
claim you can get additional 
benefits, faster benefits, etc., 
for a fee. A real government 
agency will not ask for an 
advanced processing fee. 
These are all red flags of a 
scam.

• Be wary of out-of-the-
blue calls, emails or text mes-
sages claiming to be from 
the government. In general, 
the government will not con-
tact you using these methods 
unless you grant permission.

• Watch out for phony 
government agencies or 
programs. If you speak to 
someone claiming to be a 
government representative 
who is offering you student 
loan relief, do some research 
before you agree to anything. 
Scammers often make up 
look-alike government web-
sites that sound similar to 
legitimate agencies or pro-
grams.

• Think something seems 
suspicious? Reach out to 
the agency directly. If you 
have any concerns about an 
alleged government repre-
sentative’s legitimacy, hang 
up the phone or stop email-
ing/texting. Then, find the 
official contact information 
(look on ED.gov and stu-
dentaid.gov or other official 
sites) and call to verify. Then, 
report the suspicious calls or 
messages. 

• Be careful, even if the 
information comes from a 
friend. Even if a close friend 
or family member you trust 
sent you the information 
regarding student loan relief, 
make sure the claims are real 
first. During the COVID-19 
pandemic, BBB received 
many reports of hacked 
social media accounts being 
used to spread government 
impostor scams.

Read more on BBB.org 
about scams targeting recent 
college graduates and gov-
ernment impostors. Get fur-
ther insight by reading BBB's 
tips on loans and credit repair 
services. 

If you've spotted a stu-
dent loan forgiveness scam 
(whether or not you've lost 
money), report it to BBB.org/
ScamTracker. Your report 
can help others avoid falling 
victim to scams.

Avoid getting scammed 
while using beta student 
loan relief application

VOTE
Charla
SCHMID
District 1 Montgomery 
County Supervisor

Paid for by Charla Schmid for County Supervisor

Vote Charla Schmid on November 8, 2022
7 a.m. - 8 p.m.

Montgomery County Gold Fair Building

“I would 
appreciate your 
vote on Tuesday, 
November 8th 
to allow me to 
continue serving 
as your County 
Supervisor.”

VETERANS' DINNER

 – FREE – 
Did you serve in uniform?

Veterans and immediate family are invited to a FREE pasta dinner.
 • Sponsored by the Montgomery County Commission of Veteran Affairs.
 • Hosted by the Red Oak Chapter of Fraternal Order of Eagles (#2715)

When:  Friday, November 11, 2022

Where: Eagles Lodge, 200 East Washington Ave.  

 Red Oak

Time: 5:30- 7:30 PM

Menu: Pasta – Red or White Sauce, Salad & Dessert

RSVP: Call 712-632-3180 or  

 email: va@montgomerycountyia.gov 

	 Veterans’	Name	and
 # attending for accurate meal planning
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Trick or Treat on the Trail 

Participants in this year’s Trick or Treat on the Trail eventt were, clockwise from top 
left: Katelynn Griffin, Riley Driver, Ryelan Shrum, and Letty Leuschen; Alex Ruhl; Jerzy 
Echternach; Elisa Balta, Ofelia Balta, and Ali Hughes; Ellie Harrold and Landen Har-
rold; Kayli Jones, Kennedy Huntington, and Jacob Hun-
tington; Leroy Vestal and Otis Vestal; Jaydin Kreikemeir 
and Elaina Tighe; Laney Sunderman, Raelyn Sunderman, 
Clara Sunderman, and mom, Lisa Sunderman; and Ash-
lynn Coston and Quincey Hodgkin. (Nick Johansen/The 
Red Oak Express)

Red Oak Hardware Hank &  
Hallmark Gold Crown Store

RedOakHardware.com

Mark 

Jackson’s

Red Oak Hardware Hank & Hallmark Gold Crown Store
RedOakHardware.com • 712-623-2290

Mark 

Jackson’s

Mark Jackson’s Red Oak

Mark Jackson’s

SHOWTIMES
FRI, SAT & SUN 7 PM
SUN MATINEE 2 PM

ALL TICKETS
$2.00

712-623-3169

THIS WEEK’S
MOVIES

THEATRE #1 capacity is 182

THEATRE #2 capacity is 107

LYLE, LYLE 
CROCODILE 
Josh discovers a singing 

crocodile that loves baths, 
singing and great music. Follow 

their adventures as an evil 
neighbor threatens them. PG

 NOV 4-6

SEE HOW THEY RUN 
Follow a world-weary inspector 

and an eager rookie as they 
find themselves thrown into a 

puzzling mysterious homicide at 
their own peril. PG 13

TODD HALBUR  
For State Auditor

A focused, fiscally responsible Iowan  
with a financial agenda

“As a political 
outsider I will 

stand up for the 
Iowa taxpayer 

and be your 
voice for a 

more open and 
accountable 

government.”


