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After more than 20 years as the city 
attorney for Red Oak, Tom Stamets is 
retiring. Attorney Brianna Sorensen of 
Shenandoah has already been tapped 
as Stamet’s replacement. His last day 
as city attorney is Sept. 30. 

Stamets has been practicing law for 
47 years total. A native of Woodstock, 
Ill., Stamets attended St. Ambrose 
University in Davenport. It was in 
Davenport where he met his wife, 
Carrie, who was a student at Marycrest 
College. The two started dating when 
he was a senior and she a junior. They 
wed shortly after her graduation. 

After teaching school for three 
years, Stamets was accepted into law 
school at Creighton University. 

“I found the search for knowledge 
appealing. Finding the known from the 
unknown is a big puzzle and I found 
that fun,” he said. 

Following law school, Stamets 
worked for a law firm in Webster City, 
where he was for three or four years. 
He then made arrangements to move 
to Red Oak and join Phil Armknecht 
at his law practice. 

“Phil called and had second 
thoughts. We had already made 
arrangements to move here,” Stamets 
recalled. “We moved here anyway and 
started our own office. It was a real 
blessing for us.” 

Stamets said he has never thought 
of himself as a risk taker, but looking 
back on that decision it was a pretty 
risky move. Especially since he and 
Carrie were parents to a toddler and 
newborn baby. 

“I was confident I had learned 
enough in the practice I worked in 
previously to where I could at least run 
an office.” 

But things weren’t easy for the 
young family. Stamets said they had 
to take out a loan to live off of while 

they got started. He also didn’t have 
the excess funds to hire a receptionist. 

“It was a struggle for a while.” 
Helping Stamets get started was 

Armknecht, fellow attorney LaVon 
Billings and the Montgomery County 
National Bank, which was his first 
client. 

Since September 1997, Stamets 
and Wearin, P.C. has been located 
at 508 N. Fourth St. in Red Oak. 
Before that, Stamets first office was 
at 415 Coolbaugh St. and then 400 
Coolbaugh St. 

When Tom and Carrie’s youngest 
son started junior high, she started 
working at the office part-time and 
can still be found there today. 

Technology has been the biggest 
change in law since Stamets started. 
He said years ago he spent countless 
hours in the law library conducting 

research. Today he can sit down at a 
computer and find the information in a 
fraction of the time. 

Stamets replaced Bill Boeye as city 
attorney after Boeye’s retirement from 
the position in 2000. 

A city attorney acts as legal council 
to officers of the city, including the 
city administrator, city council, law 
enforcement and mayor. New ordi-
nances are written by the city attorney. 
They research the legality of ordinanc-
es, provide proposals and draft the 
final ordinance. They conduct simple 
misdemeanor prosecutions when city 
officers file a criminal charge against a 
defendant, and renders opinions to city 
officials with asked. They attend city 
council meetings when requested, are 
in charge of reporting certain matters 
to the state when needed and so forth. 

Stamets retires as Red Oak 
city attorney after 22 years

Tom Stamets is retiring as the Red Oak city attorney after more than 
20 years. He is pictured with his wife, Carrie. (Tess Nelson/Red Oak 
Express) 
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Salute to Harvest  1C

Local artist Samantha Williams poses with the planter box she painted 
around Fountain Square Park in downtown Red Oak. Each side of the 
planter box represents a different season. (Nick Johansen/Red Oak Ex-
press)

Board hears update on facilities assessment

Williams gives back to 
city through painting 
Nick Johansen
The Red Oak Express

The second of the Red Oak down-
town square’s eight planter boxes has 
received a colorful upgrade.

Following approval from the Red 
Oak City Council, the Red Oak Arts 
Destination group, or ROAD, has been 
seeking submissions from local artists. 
Samantha Williams was the second art-
ist selected and painted the planter box 
at the northwest corner of Third and 
Coolbaugh streets.

Williams, who is from Des Moines, 
met Joey Norris while attending Iowa 
State University, and after graduation, 
Williams came with Norris to Red Oak 
as Norris started his business. Williams 
said it was a welcome change from the 
big city.

“It’s been six or seven years now 
that I’ve been in the community. I’ve 
loved it ever since I moved down here. 
It was a bit of a change from living in 
a bigger city where it’s all hustle and 
bustle. That took a bit of time to get 
used to, but I’ve really enjoyed the 
community since I’ve been down here,” 
Williams said.

Her interest in art, Williams said, 

has been with her since childhood. 
Williams said her mother was a big 
advocate for art and music and was an 
artist herself.

“I remember her teaching me how to 
paint when I was really young, and she 
had my sisters and I attend an arts and 
music academy in Des Moines. I think 
ever since then, having that be a part 
of our lives at such an early stage, it’s 
always been there, and it’s just grown 
over the years,” commented Williams.

Williams has done some artistic 
pieces for the Five One 8 art gallery. 
She said she always wanted to give 
back to the community and felt vol-
unteering to be a part of the project to 
paint the planter boxes was a great way 
to do so.

“I feel like art is one of the best ways 
to do that and not only show your art 
skills, but express them to and with the 
community. I felt this was a really good 
project when I first heard about it, and 
especially after seeing what the first 
submission looked like, it really got me 
even more excited to finish out some 
sort of design or concept for another 
planter box which was fun to do,” 
stated Williams.

For her concept, Williams said she 
wanted to create something that repre-
sented Red Oak as a whole, and select-
ing the Red Oak tree and the seasons 
was a logical choice.

“It’s something we see on a daily 
basis, and we all experience the seasons 
throughout the year, so I wanted to 
sketch out something that would repre-
sent that. I thought it was perfect with 
the planter boxes having four separate 
sides to have each side represent a 
season, and have a combination of the 
leaves, the trees, and the rolling hills 
we have down here kind of represent 
and reflect the Red Oak community as 
a whole,” explained Williams.

Final painting on her project was 
completed Sept. 21. Williams estimated 
the project took about a week to paint, 
but the pre-planning on the project 
started a few weeks ago.

Williams said Jim Hoskinson with 
ROAD was a huge help in the comple-
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Pictured is Williams painting the 
planter box located near Foun-
tain Square Park. (Photo pro-
vided)

Nick Johansen
The Red Oak Express

The Red Oak Community School 
District’s facilities assessment is 
beginning to take shape. 

Alley Poyner Macchietto archi-
tect Daric O’Neal said two meetings 
were held on Sept. 21, one with half 
of the district’s staff, and a second 
meeting with members of the School 
Improvement Advisory Committee 
(SIAC). 

“We took participants through 
something called ‘OWN the pro-
cess’ which broke down opportuni-
ties, weaknesses, and needs, and split 
up the buildings into individual cat-
egories and had participants identify 
weaknesses, determine opportunities, 
and discuss the needs related to each 
facility,” explained O’Neal. 

According to O’Neal, a great deal 
of data was collected, and they are in 
the process of charting all of the infor-
mation collected. He did, however,  

have some key takeaways. 
“Overall, storage space across all 

facilities is a number one priority. 
Parking and flow of traffic is also seen 
as an inconsistency across all the fac-
ulties. Another one that rose to the top 
involved building safety and security, 
everything from intercoms within the 
buildings, safety plans, and additional 
tornado shelter space,” commented 
O’Neal. 

At the SIAC meeting, O’Neal said 
two students were present and gave 
valuable information from their per-
spective and describing circulation 
challenges. O’Neal also shared needs 
addressed for each specific building. 

• Red Oak Early Childhood Center: 
Lack of staff restroom facilities, and a 
school-age level playground. 

• Inman Elementary: Portable 
classroom incorporated into long-term 
solution, secure entry, heating and 
cooling, and more cafeteria space. 

• Red Oak Jr./Sr. High School: 
Heating and cooling, places to pro-

mote student success, such as white-
boards, or trophy cases, and inter-
net connectivity. Also noted was a 
need for a bigger band room due to 
increased participation in the band and 
music programs. 

O’Neal said he was also recom-
mending the roof on the original 
Inman building be replaced within the 
next year. 

“If that is something the board 
agrees to move forward with, within 
budget parameters, we’d like to put 
that project out for bid by the end of 
January, to make sure you are well 
within the queue with roofing con-
tractors and vendors, with specifica-
tion documents to be drafted by early 
December,” O’Neal said.

O’Neal added he expected to have 
the full assessment details available by 
the end of the semester, with an execu-
tive summary sometime in November.

The board also approved the sec-
ond reading of board policy on meal 
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Board continues to decipher pipeline legalities
Nick Johansen
The Red Oak Express

The Montgomery County Board of Supervisors, at its Sept. 20 
meeting, agreed to pursue assistance from the Iowa State Association 
of Counties.

Supervisor Donna Robinson said she and other supervisors had 
received an email from ISAC containing a survey to fill out. The 
survey was gauging support for ISAC intervention in the pipeline 
project.

“ISAC is surveying membership to determine interest in petition-
ing the Iowa Utilities Board to intervene in the dockets for the appli-
cations with proposed hazardous liquid pipelines by Summit Carbon 
Solutions,” Robinson said. “This action would allow the association 
to participate as a party to the proceedings by the carbon pipeline 
company before the Iowa Utilities Board, and allow the association 
to request information from the pipeline company, submit evidence 
and make requests of the Iowa Utilities Board.”

Robinson also stated that all would be done through legal counsel 
obtained by the association, and would be an addition to any deci-
sion the individual county may make to intervene in the proceedings.

“There is one question on there that they are wanting the entire 
body of supervisors to answer, and that is if we are interested in 
giving financial support. This is not necessarily in opposition to the 
pipeline project, we’re simply trying to gather information and do 
what’s best for our county,” explained Robinson.

There was no official indication of what that amount would be. 
Supervisor Mike Olson said if there was no way of knowing what 
they had to spend, he was not in favor of entering into anything.

“I don’t know what’s going on with Shelby County, I hear con-
flicting reports on the motivation of certain individuals in Shelby 
County, and one is associated with a radical leftist group in Nebraska, 
and I think he’s the one leading the charge. I’m afraid we’re being 
led down the wrong road, and it’s going to cost us a lot of money,” 
stated Olson.

Olson felt that things like this survey were viewed as anti-pipe-
line, as well as the eminent domain letter and the potential ordinance, 
and it could lead to the county getting sued.

“The amount of money that we have invested now is relatively 
minimal. I don’t want to get into a four-or-five year litigation over 
something we have no control over. We shouldn’t even be discuss-
ing this. The decision is up to the Iowa Utilities Board, not the 
Montgomery County Board of Supervisors,” said Olson.

Supervisor Charla Schmid asked if Olson was in favor of an ordi-
nance, and Olson said he wasn’t sure, as all the decisions will revert 
back to the Iowa Utilities Board guidelines for pipelines in Iowa.

Schmid and Olson disagreed over whether the county had any 
control at all in the county over the pipeline construction. Olson cited 
the ATV/UTV ordinances passed that were no longer effective.

“All these counties passed ordinances that became null and void 
the first week of July. The county has no control over ATV and UTV 
policy, it was all directed by the state of Iowa,” Olson commented.

Robinson felt it would be a good idea for the supervisors to align 
themselves with an organization that would give them further legal 
help and support, and that at last discussion, the amount proposed for 
each county to spend would be $500.

Robinson motioned to support the petition from ISAC to inter-
vene, with a cap amount on financial support not to exceed $500. The 
motion passed 4-1, with Olson voting no.

Peterson said he would submit a survey that said the county would 
likely be willing to give financial support, and limit the amount to 
$500.

The supervisors also heard from County Attorney Drew Swanson. 
Swanson said his office had concerns brought to its attention regard-
ing information shared at the Sept. 13 Board of Supervisors meeting. 
Swanson said first and foremost, he wanted to assure the supervi-
sors, departments, and all citizens that the attorney’s office strives to 
provide accurate information, upon request, to the best of its ability, 
even if the requests don’t allow them time to formulate a complete 
response.

“The county attorney’s office is apolitical, and we approach each 
question from  a strictly legal standpoint based on the applicable law 
in question, and we do not incorporate personal opinions or views 
into any official duty. We also never purposely attempt to deceive, 
mislead, or persuade,” stated Swanson.

The first bit of information Swanson  clarified was whether or 
not the Shelby County Pipeline ordinance had been tabled stated this 
version had not. 

“A prior version of the ordinance had been tabled, and due to a 
miscommunication it was confused with the most recent version. 
However, it is important to note that Shelby County has not yet 
passed their most recent ordinance,” said Swanson.

As to comments that the county was in wait and see mode, 
Swanson said he felt that meant that the county was simply observing 
how the Shelby County ordinance progressed through their process 
and public hearings, and that the county was not entirely on hold.

Grant Terry, a senior project manager with Summit Carbon 
Solutions, made comments at the Sept. 7 meeting of the Montgomery 
County Planning and Zoning Commission that the Shelby County 
ordinance was developed by an opposition group in Nebraska that 
had been classified as an eco-terrorist group, and that the Shelby 
County Commissioner who submitted the ordinance was suppos-
edly an active member of the group. Swanson clarified that wasn’t 
entirely the case.

“My understanding is that it has been drafted with at least some 
assistance by Ahlers & Cooney, a private law firm that regularly 
represents both government and private entities,” said Swanson. “At 
this time, I don’t know the full extent of their involvement, but I 
do know they have been involved. It is also our understanding that 
Ahlers & Cooney is quite versed in hazardous pipeline law, which 
as we’re all quickly learning, is a very technical, complicated, and 
detail-oriented subject.”

Swanson advised the supervisors that other counties in the path 
of the pipeline have also been employing Ahlers & Cooney to assist 
in drafting an appropriate ordinance and answer applicable questions 
along the way.

“In light of that, and given the great importance and highly-tech-
nical aspects of this issue, my office would suggest the supervisors 
consider the use of some sort of outside counsel, be that through the 
Iowa State Association of Counties, Ahlers & Cooney, or a similar 
private or public organization to assist in preparing an ordinance that 
works for the citizens of Montgomery County, and to answer ques-
tions on the subject, and make sure the final ordinance we eventually 
land on is going to be viable and applicable to our county,” advised 
Swanson.

Robinson felt that Ahlers & Cooney were dialed into the situation 
and it would be beneficial to the county to have their outside support, 
and agreed that no one was wilfully sharing misinformation.

“Everybody is doing their best to be informed on this, and I don’t 
feel we’ve jumped off the rails as drastically as we were accused of. 
We’re all trying very hard, and if this pipeline was going through 
my property, I’d be doing my homework myself, and not relying 
on county officials to tell me what I should do,” stated Robinson. 
“We’re doing our best, but I feel that if this affects you personally, 
you need to be invested in that.”

Peterson said he had already been in contact with Ahlers & 
Cooney to discuss assistance with the county’s pipeline ordinance. 

Supervisor Mike Olson, pictured right, questions the necessity 
of having ISAC representation. Olson cited that any steps or 
ordinance approved by the county would be overruled if the 
pipeline project is approved by the Iowa Utilities Board. Also 
pictured is Supervisors Chair Mark Peterson. (Nick Johansen/
The Red Oak Express)

STAMETS
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1A

Following his retirement as city attorney, Stamets and Jo Wearin 
will be closing their practice Dec. 30, 2022. This is a decision the 
two of them have been discussing for close to a year, Stamets said. 

The interaction with his clients, other legal counsel and profes-
sions is what Stamets will miss most. He added his career has been 
very rewarding, and Red Oak has been a wonderful place to practice 
law and raise a family. He and Carrie plan to remain in Red Oak 
following retirement. 

The Red Oak Monday Club was honored by the Montgomery County Board of Supervisors during its Sept. 20 
meeting. The supervisors presented Monday Club members with a certificate of appreciation for the group’s 
generous financial support toward the restoration of the Montgomery County Courthouse clock tower bell. Pic-
tured are, from left: Supervisors Mike Olson and Donna Robinson, Monday Club members Lois Pratt, and Vici 
Giltner, Supervisors Chair Mark Peterson, Monday Club President Connie Sampers, and Supervisors Charla 
Schmid and Randy Cooper. (Nick Johansen/The Red Oak Express)

Monday Club recognized 

ADM. Just $6.00
(10 & under free)

2-day re-entry stamp

Huge Aisles
FREE

PARKING
Where you can buy that 

quality handmade product 
at an affordable price. 
  For a chance to win $50 gift 

certificates visit our facebook page at 
Callahan Promotions, Inc. 

Over150Exhibitors

Bring this ad to show for $1 Off Adm.

OCTOBER 9-10
MID-AMERICA CENTER 
COUNCIL BLUFFS, IOWA 
Sat. 9-5 & Sun. 10-4

MID-AMERICA CENTER

ARTS
& Crafts

SHOW
The CDC Recommends Wearing A Face Mask To All Indoor Events

MARCH 19-20

Bring this ad to show for $1 Off Adm.

OCTOBER 8-9

Quality Handmade 
Affordable Products &
 Over 20 Food Vendors

Diocese of Davenport

iowacatholicconference.org/getvaccinated

Hear their COVID stories and 
why they chose to get vaccinated. 

Making a difference.IOWA

Register at www.IowaStudentLoan.org/Save2022



WEDNESDAY, SEPT. 28, 2022  The Red Oak Express 3A
redoakexpress.com 
Wednesday, Sept. 21, 2022 the Red Oak express 3a
redoakexpress.com Obituaries

Law and Order

Randall Breckerbaumer, 84
Randall Kay Breckerbaumer, 84, Atlantic, passed away Monday, Sept. 19, 2022, at Cass 

County Memorial Hospital. 
Randall was born June 28, 1938, the son of Wilbur (Breck) and Alberta (Kohlsheen) Brecker-

baumer. Randall grew up in Lewis, attended the Lewis Consolidated School and graduated from 
Lewis High School in the Class of 1956. Right away, Randall began touring with a 14-piece 
orchestra as their singer, performing in 22 states. He then attended Drake University for one year. 

Randall married Sharon Kay Casady on March 23, 1958, at the Methodist Church (now the 
United Congregational Methodist Church) in Lewis. They had two children, Janis Sue and Jon 
Alan. Randall, Sharon and children moved to Phoenix, Ariz. in 1962. While there, he had a milk 
route and then worked as a meter reader for Arizona Public Service before returning to Iowa. 
After his return, he went to work in the insurance business with Clarence Hancock. Randall 
enjoyed his job and ended up owning The Insurance Place and bought another agency in Atlantic. He ended his career 
running Noble Township Mutual Insurance. He was in the insurance business for over 30 years.

Randall touched many lives with his musical talents, singing at over a thousand funerals. He always felt he had a 
blessed life. His most difficult time was losing his son, Jon, to cancer at the age of 19.

Randall enjoyed his family above all else. He also loved traveling, singing, telling stories, and making people laugh. 
He was known for his larger-than-life personality! Randall and Sharon enjoyed trips to 48 states, England, Mexico, 
Canada, and the Caribbean. Randall served on the Senior Citizens Board in Lewis, the Griswold Telephone Board for 
11 years, the Griswold Golf Club Board for three years, the Atlantic Golf and Country Club Board for three years, 
the Rolling Hills Bank Board for 20 years, the Noble Township Insurance Board for 15 years, and the Congregational 
Methodist Church Board. 

Randall is survived by his daughter, Jan (Ken) Tolton; his grandchildren, Misty (Theodore) Johnson, Jon Kelly (Mag-
gie) Muller, and Meagan (Nathan) Ross; step-grandchildren, Nicholas (Lori) Muller, Bethany (Nathan) Koch, Jill (Mat-
thew) Huebsch, and Matt Tolton; great-grandchildren, Bruce, Margaret, Max, and Ellen Johnson; Clara, Lucy, Isabelle, 
and Vivian Muller; Brody, Olivia, and John Ross; Jack and Abigail Muller; Emma, Audrey, and Jacob Koch; and Zack, 
Alex, and Zoey Huebsch; sister, Pat Marshall Burk; brothers-in-law, Richard (Darla) Casady and Daryl Henningsen; 
step-sisters, Donnis Christensen and Rita (Jon) Slankard; and several nieces and nephews.

Randall was preceded in death by his wife, Sharon; his son, Jon; his parents, Breck and Alberta; his step-father, Dale 
Tanner; his sister, Rita Henningsen; his son-in-law, Kent Muller; his brothers-in-law, Lee Marshall and Ron Burk; and 
niece, Traci Barnholdt.

A Celebration of Life Memorial service was held Thursday, September 22, 2022, at the First United Methodist 
Church in Atlantic. A private family burial was held prior to the service at Oakwood Cemetery in Lewis. The service at 
the church was recorded and is available on the funeral home website. 

 Memorials may be directed to the family and will be later designated to the United Congregational Methodist 
Church, the town of Lewis and families in need.

 Roland Funeral Service is caring for Randall’s family and his arrangements. Condolences may be left at rolan-
dfuneralservice.com.

REAL ESTATE

WARRANTY DEED
• Bryce and Jackie Van Houten 

to Jebb Jones and Desiree Noel, 
Red Oak Original Plat Blk 26 Lt 4.

• Helen Carlson to Scott 
Brown, Red Oak Eastern Addi-
tion Blk 3 Lts 5-6.

• Chlorina Fitzwater to Peggy 
Vermillion, Villisca N. Villisca 
Lt 49.

• Victor and Lisa Jackson to 
Kirk and Heather Hodgkin, Red 
Oak Northeastern Addition Blk 
84 Lts 5-6.

• Justin Miner to Caniglia 
Miner, Red Oak Willard’s Addi-
tion Lt 41.

QUIT CLAIM DEED
• Peggy Vermillion to Peggy 

Vermillion and Jeffrey Brown, 
Villisca N Villisca Lt 49. .

• Sue Johnson to Jake Dixon, 
Villisca Original Plat Lt 299.

COURT OFFICER’S 
DEED

• Clyde Jones Estate and Mary 

Ann Sellers, Executor, to Mary 
Ann Sellers and Naomi Jones 
Estate, 35-73-38 Lt 2, 10-72-38.

• Norma Mercer Estate, Jen-
ice Barton, Executor, and Dorsen 
Mercer, Executor, to Jenice Bar-
ton, and Dorsen Mercer, 5-71-37 
Lt 2, 6-71-37.

• Mary Franks Estate and Levi 
Franks, Jr., Administrator, to Levi 
Franks, Jr., Red Oak Original Plat 
Blk 62 Lt 10.

CONTRACT
• Dennis Bloom, Partner, and 

Tiger 125 Partnership to Doyle 
and Roben Wrampe, Elliott Origi-
nal Plat Blk 6 Lts 14-15.

• Bryce and Jackie Van Houten 
to Bernie and Jeremiah Binns, 
Red Oak Original Plat Blk 13 Lt 8.

• Stanley and Barbara Johnson 
to Darwin and Miriam Hanson, 
4-71-37 Lt 12.

MORTGAGE
• Scott Brown to Houghton 

State Bank, Red Oak Eastern 
Addition Blk 3 Lts 5-6.

• Aaron and Lisa Schmid to 
U.S. Bank National Association, 
Red Oak Eastern Slopes VII Lt 56.

• Jared and Michelle Spunau-
gle to Bank Iowa, 21-71-36 Par-
cels A-B.

• Kirk and Heather Hodgkin to 
U.S. Bank National Association, 
Red Oak Northeastern Addition 
Blk 84 Lt 6.

• Caniglia Miner  to Mortgage 
Electronic Registration Systems 
Inc, MERS, and Iowa Bankers 
Mortgage Corporation, Red Oak 
Willard’s Addition Lt 41.

MOD/AMENDMENT OF 
MORTGAGE

• Brent and Billee Means to 
Cornerstone Bank, 13-71-36.

• Daniel and Denise Miller to 
Malvern Bank, 27-72-38.

• Garnet and Kirk Requist to 
First Interstate Bank, 3-71-37, 
SLT 2-3, Lt 11.

SMALL CLAIMS
• Iowarents.com, vs. Damian 

Barr, Red Oak, and Destynie Sal-
dana, Council Bluffs, judgment 
default in favor of the plaintiff, 
$6,500 with 5.61% interest from 
Sept. 15, plus costs.

• Midland Credit Management, 
Inc. vs. Beth Weaver, Villisca, 
$5,266.05 with 5.61% interest 
from Sept. 16, plus costs.

• Corning Rental LLC vs. 
Ryan Stoneking, Elliott, judgment 
default in favor of the plaintiff, 
$556.40 with 5.26% interest from 
Sept. 22, plus costs.

• Cavalry SPV I, LLC vs. Ben-
nye Savala, Red Oak, judgment 
default in favor of the plaintiff, 
$3,349.56 with 5.26% interest 
from Sept. 22, plus costs.

• Credit Bureau Services of IA 
Inc. vs. Michael Hart, Red Oak, 
judgment default in favor of the 
plaintiff, $1,098.70 with 5.26% 
interest from Sept. 22, plus costs.

• Credit Bureau Services of 
IA Inc. vs. Jody Michaelson, Red 
Oak, judgment default in favor of 
the plaintiff, $668.77 with 5.26% 
interest from Sept. 22, plus costs.

• United Farmers Cooperative 
vs. Drake Brown, Red Oak, judg-
ment default in favor of the plain-
tiff, $685.19 with 5.26% interest 
from Sept. 22, plus costs.

• Midland Credit Management, 
Inc. vs. Tami Altschaffl, Elliott, 
judgment default in favor of the 
plaintiff, $1,554.71 with 5.26% 
interest from Sept. 22, plus costs.

DISMISSED
• Serious Misdemeanor, State 

of Iowa vs. Aundrea Clay, 29, 
Red Oak, possession of a con-
trolled substance - marijuana, first 
offense, dismissed.

CRIMINAL 
• Aggravated, State of Iowa vs. 

Colton South, 32, Council Bluffs, 
driving while barred.

• Aggravated, State of Iowa 
vs. James Bahensky, 33, Council 
Bluffs, driving while barred.

• Aggravated, State of Iowa vs. 
Thomas Delgado, 35, Emerson, 
domestic abuse assault impreding 
flow of air/blood.

• Felony, State of Iowa vs. 
Bruce Fitzwater, 60, Villisca, con-
trolled substance violation.

• Felony, State of Iowa vs. 
Aidan Lowry, 28, Omaha, Neb., 
forgery, two counts.

• Felony, State of Iowa vs. 
Blair Redd, 39, Lampasas, Texas, 
burglary third degree, criminal 
mischief third degree.

• Felony, State of Iowa vs. 
Donovan Bruning, 28, Griswold, 
theft second degree.

• Simple Misdemeanor, State 
of Iowa vs. Harley Strutton, 23, 
Red Oak, public intoxication, 
$105 fine.

• Simple Misdemeanor, State 
of Iowa vs. Kim Trost, 43, Red 
Oak, public intoxication, $105 
fine.

• Simple Misdemeanor, State 
of Iowa vs. Daniel Kinnersley, 
60, Red Oak, interference with 
official acts.

• Simple Misdemeanor, State 
of Iowa vs. Anthony Morris, 45, 
Red Oak, driving under suspen-
sion.

• Simple Misdemeanor, State 
of Iowa vs. Blair Redd, 39, Lam-

pasas, Tex., public intoxication.
• Serious Misdemeanor, State 

of Iowa vs. Jared Nyquist, 41, Red 
Oak, contempt - resist order or 
process of district court, four days 
jail, suspended, $855 fine.

• Serious Misdemeanor, State 
of Iowa vs. Aundrea Clay, 29, Red 
Oak, possession of a controlled 
substance - methamphetamine, 
first offense, four days jail, time 
served.

• Serious Misdemeanor, State 
of Iowa vs. Edward Liford, 60, 
Red Oak, criminal mischief fifth 
degree, pled guilty, $105 fine.

• Serious Misdemeanor, State 
of Iowa vs. Daniel Kinnersley, 60, 
Red Oak, assault on persons in 
certain occupations.

OWI
• State of Iowa vs. Michael 

Monson, 19, Glenwood, first 
offense, two days jail, time 
served, $1,250 fine, half waived if 
produces valid driver’s license in 
four months.

TRAFFIC
• Tyler Buckner, Emerson, 

operating non-registered vehicle.
• Ashley Smith, Tabor, speed-

ing.
• Hannah Simmons, Council 

Bluffs, speeding.
• Angela Robey, Bedford, no 

valid driver’s license.
• Jamie Neville, Red Oak, no 

valid driver’s license, failure to 
provide proof of financial liability 
insurance. 

• Luther Bielefeldt, Minneapo-
lis, Minn., speeding.

• Robert Reafleng, Red Oak, no 
valid driver’s license, two counts.

• Addison Gray, Villisca, per-
mit under 18 to consume/possess 
on property. 

• Ali Muhammed, Des Moines, 
operating non-registered vehicle, 
failure to provide proof of finan-
cial liability insurance.

• Anna Schmidt, Cedar Falls, 
registration violation.

• Cheyenne Scanlan, Stanton, 
speeding. 

• Jesenia Corral, Omaha, Neb., 
speeding. 

• Shelby Showers, Knoxville, 
speeding.

• Cody Finch, Bellevue, Neb., 
speeding. 

• Christian Maranville, Glen-
wood, speeding.

• Caydence Johnson, Red Oak, 
person under 21 using tobacco/
vapor product. 

• Nicholas Foster, Alda, Neb., 
failure to maintain or use safety 
belts. 

• Brayden Johnson, Red Oak, 
person under 21 using tobacco/
vapor product.

• Zachary Roe, Council Bluffs, 
speeding. 

• Mindi Wikstrom, Red Oak, 
speeding.

• Gaven Calkins, Des Moines, 
driving while license denied, sus-
pended, cancelled, or revoked.

ACCIDENTS
• On Sept. 20, at 7:16 p.m., 

Red Oak Police officers inves-
tigated a two-vehicle accident 
on Cherry Street. Jill Sell, 52, 
Emerson, driving a 2002 Chrysler 
Town & Country van, was back-
ing out of a driveway on Cherry 
Street and struck a legally parked 
2019 Ram 150 pick up owned 
by Hayden Vanmeter, Red Oak. 
There was no damage to the Sell 
vehicle and about $2,500 damage 
to the Vanmeter vehicle. There 
were no injuries, and no citations 
were issued.

The following events were filed with 
the Red Oak, Montgomery County, 
State of  Iowa, or other government 
offices. In regard to law enforce-
ment and judicial activities, all par-
ties are presumed innocent until 
proven guilty, and other details 
may be available at iowacourts.
state.ia.us.

Glen Nelson, 87
Glen Darrell Nelson, 87, Emerson, passed away Saturday, Sept. 17, 2022, 

at CHI Bergan Mercy Hospital in Omaha, Neb. 
Glen was born Dec. 17, 1935, in Essex, the son of Oliver and Thelma 

(Rea) Nelson. He was raised in Page and Montgomery Counties, attending 
country school near Red Oak. Glen joined the U.S. Navy at a very young 
age, serving from 1953 and retiring in 1973. He served many different places 
throughout the years and was a Korea and Vietnam veteran. 

Glen was discharged in 1973 and was united in marriage to Barbara Bar-
rett on May 4, 1974, in Red Oak. They lived all of their married life in the 
Emerson area. He drove truck for many years, starting his career with Kin-
nison Trucking and retiring from Southwest Iowa Rock and Sand. Glen was 
a longtime member of the Emerson American Legion, Emerson Masonic Lodge, Classy Chassis 
Car Club, and Red Oak Eagles Lodge. Glen enjoyed going to tractor pulls, cars shows and truly 
loved driving trucks. He also enjoyed the time he spent with family, especially the grandkids and 
his great-granddaughter.

Preceding him in death were his parents; and brother, Robert “Red” Nelson and his wife Gladys. 
Survivors include his wife, Barbara Nelson of Emerson; daughters, Sabrina Blazer and hus-

band Micheal of North Lake, Texas; and Cheyenne Peterson of Red Oak; grandchildren, Clayton 
Yoshifuku of Denton, Texas; Bailey Hankins of Red Oak; and Trinity Peterson of Omaha, Neb.; 
great-granddaughter, Cambrie; brother, Carol Nelson and wife Elsie of Owatonna, Minn.; brother-
in-law, Cecil Barrett of Myrtle Beach, N.C.; sisters-in-law, Peggy Howe and husband Jeff of 
Sebastian, Fla.; and Brenda Rose of North Hampton, Penn.; nieces, nephews, and many other 
relatives and friends.

No services will be held at this time. Memorials are suggested to the Wounded Warrior Project.
Nelson-Boylan-LeRette Funeral Chapel is assisting the family with cremation services.

Lloyd “Red” Hedlund, 92
Lloyd Earl “Red” Hedlund, 92, Emerson, passed away Sept. 23, 2022 at Good Samaritan Society Home in Red Oak. 
Lloyd was born July 22, 1930, in Malvern, the son of Cloe (Stogdill) and Ralph Hedlund.
 Lloyd is survived by his children, Lloyd (Rosie) Hedlund, Jr. of Moorcroft, Wyo.; Paul Hedlund of Emerson; and 

Cheryl Trigg of Moorcroft; sister, Vera Crom of Plattsmouth, Neb.; brothers, Lee (Luella) Hedlund of Bellevue, Neb.; 
Lonnie (Retha) Hedlund of Pennsylvania; and Lyle (DeDe) Hedlund of Florida.

Funeral services were held Thursday, Sept. 29, 2022, at the Loess Hills Funeral Home in Malvern with burial in the 
Malvern Cemetery. 

Loess Hills Funeral Home in Malvern is caring for Lloyd and his family.

From IsU extension

Fall is an ideal time for many lawn mainte-
nance practices such as weed control. In the fall, 
perennial broadleaf weeds such as dandelion, 
creeping Charlie and thistle are transporting food 
(carbohydrates) from their foliage to their roots 
in preparation for winter. Broadleaf herbicides 
applied at this time are more thoroughly absorbed 
and transported to the roots along with the carbo-
hydrates, resulting in the death of the weeds. In this 
article, horticulturists with Iowa State University 
Extension and Outreach offer advice on controlling 
broadleaf weeds in the lawn.

How do I control dandelions and other 
broadleaf weeds in my lawn?

In small areas, some weeds can be controlled 
by pulling and digging. This method is best 
accomplished after a soaking rain or deep water-
ing. It is important to remove the entire root 
system so weeds don’t resprout. This can be dif-
ficult for deep-rooted weeds. In many situations, 
herbicides are the most practical method of weed 
control. Effective broadleaf herbicides include 2,4-
D, MCPP, MCPA, dicamba, triclopyr and others. 
The most effective broadleaf herbicide products 

contain a mixture of two or three herbicides as no 
single compound will control all broadleaf weeds. 
Fall (mid-September to early November) is the 
best time to apply broadleaf herbicides in Iowa. 
Broadleaf herbicides can be applied as liquids or 
granules.

How do I control creeping Charlie in my 
lawn?

Ground ivy (“creeping Charlie”) in lawns can 
be difficult to control. This tenacious weed can 
be managed by pulling and digging. This method 
is best accomplished after a soaking rain or deep 
watering. Unfortunately, pulling and digging are 
often ineffective because rarely are all stem and 
root pieces removed using this method. If the 
ground ivy is not completely destroyed, surviving 
portions will continue to grow and spread.

Creeping Charlie can also be effectively con-
trolled with broadleaf herbicides. Products that 
contain 2,4-D or triclopyr are most effective. Better 
control is achieved utilizing herbicide products 
that contain a mix of both active ingredients or by 
alternating between the two active ingredients with 
each application. At least two applications are nec-
essary to effectively control ground ivy. In Iowa, 
the first application should be made in mid to late 
September, the second a month later. 

How can I control violets in my lawn?
Violets (Viola species) are native to Iowa. 

Native habitats vary from dry, rocky prairies to 
moist woodlands. Violets are also found in lawns, 
especially in shady areas.

Violets are difficult to control in turfgrass areas. 
Digging up the plants is an option for home garden-
ers with a small infestation of violets. Broadleaf 
herbicides are the most practical solution when 
dealing with large numbers of violets. Broadleaf 
herbicide products containing triclopyr usually 
provide good control of violets. Applications can 
be made in spring (during bloom) or fall. To help 
protect pollinators, for spring applications, mow 
violets just before applying herbicide to remove 
flowers. Two applications, two to three weeks 
apart, are usually necessary to achieve good con-
trol.

What is the proper way to apply broadleaf 
herbicides to the lawn?

Broadleaf herbicides can be applied as liquids 
or granules. Before applying any herbicide, care-
fully read and follow label directions. When apply-
ing liquid formulations, it is important to avoid 
spray drift problems. Don’t spray when winds 
exceed five miles per hour and when temperatures 
are forecasted to exceed 85 degrees Fahrenheit 

within 24 hours of the application. Since coarse 
droplets are less likely to drift than fine sprays, 
select nozzles that produce coarse droplets and 
apply the liquid using a low sprayer pressure. When 
spraying, keep the nozzle close to the ground. If 
only a few areas in the lawn have broadleaf weed 
problems, spot treat these areas rather than spray-
ing the entire lawn. Apply just enough material to 
wet the leaf surfaces.

Granular broadleaf herbicides are often com-
bined with fertilizers. Apply granular broadleaf 
herbicides and fertilizer/broadleaf herbicide com-
binations when the weed foliage is wet. Broadleaf 
herbicides are absorbed by the weed’s foliage, not 
its roots. To be effective, the granules must stick to 
the weed’s foliage to be absorbed. Apply granular 
products in the early morning when the foliage 
is wet with dew or irrigate the lawn prior to the 
application.

To ensure adequate herbicide absorption, don’t 
mow the lawn two to three days before treatment. 
After treatment, allow three or four days to pass 
before mowing. This allows sufficient time for the 
broadleaf weeds to absorb the herbicide and trans-
locate it to their roots. To prevent the broadleaf 
herbicide from being washed off the plant’s foliage, 
don’t irrigate or apply these materials when rain is 
forecast for 24 hours.

Mary Bruce, 98
Mary Kathleen Bruce, 98, Hastings, passed away Sept. 23, 2022, in Red 

Oak.
Mary Bruce was born Dec. 11, 1923, in Council Bluffs, to Ernest and 

Marie Boyce. Following high school, Mary attended formal training to 
become a teacher. She was united in marriage to Keith Edwin Bruce on Feb. 
14, 1946. To this union two children were born, David and Kay.

The family resided on a farm, where they had a large cattle operation. 
Mary worked hard alongside her husband and always brought cheeseburg-
ers to the men in the field. In her earlier days she was very seldom at home 
because she traveled with Keith to cattle sales, mainly to South Dakota and 
Colorado. Unfortunately, Keith was not successful trying to get her to drive 
the cattle truck. She remained happy in the passenger seat and never missed a chance to ride along. 
Mary also enjoyed shopping and being with her family.

Preceding Mary in passing were her parents; husband, Keith and sister, Aileen. 
Survivors include her son,  David “Butch” and wife Peg Bruce of Hastings; daughter, Kay and 

husband Michael Glynn of Walker, Mo.; five grandchildren, 15 great-grandchildren, extended 
relatives and friends.

Services took place Wednesday, Sept. 28, 2022, at Peterson Mortuary in Glenwood. Interment 
will be in the Glenwood Cemetery, Glenwood.

Memorial donations may be directed to Emerson Fire and Rescue or Malvern Volunteer Fire 
Department.

Yard and Garden: Controlling Broadleaf Weeds in the Lawn
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The Time Capsule | Roy maRshall

Changes happen, and changes have landed “The 
Time Capsule” on a page with the feature 

called “Education.” 
I don’t know how “Education” feels about our 

pairing, but I’m reminded of the evening I attended 
a convention banquet at a Des Moines hotel and 
a mix-up in seating arrangements resulted in me 
being Rita Moreno’s dinner partner.  

She‘d been a Hollywood and Broadway actress, 
singer and dancer for decades. 

I’ve endured about three musicals in my life, 
and failed to engage her in a stimulating conversa-
tion.         

I told wife the writing was on the blackboard. 
I don’t mind being with Education, but subscrib-
ers who enjoy looking at group photos of school 
faculty and students probably don’t care about 
Depression-era bank robbers, 1950s rainmaking 
scams or Hacklebarney moonshiners.  

She said educators don’t use blackboards any-
more. I said that proved my point. I suspect our 
column is twisting in the wind and wondered if it 
was best to bail before being pushed.

She said I was looking at this the wrong way. 
Sharing an Education page presents an opportu-
nity; a chance to attract new and younger readers. 

I should do articles of 
interest to teachers and 
students. 

So okay; we’ll try an 
education-related article.  

School hazing has 
made the news a number 
of times within the past 
few weeks. A story that 
caught my attention had 
to do with a high school 
in Pennsylvania that can-
celled football, forfeiting 
all games for the entire 

season. 
Details of these incidents are rarely disclosed, 

but apparently hazing of underclassmen was so 
severe and involved so many students that adminis-
trators decided to punish with a broad brush.  

’Twould be easy to think hazing is a recent 
phenomena and happens mostly in big city high 
schools and pricey college fraternities, but Villisca 
had a nasty hazing scandal in 1929.  

Local newspapers, then and now, are reluctant 
to air their town’s dirty laundry, and The Villisca 
Review limited coverage to a few words in a single 

article. 
The Red Oak Express might have done the gen-

tlemanly thing and ignored this bit of ugliness in a 
town that had a competing paper, but then-editor 
Ralph Overholser was at the helm. 

Overholser was gone before my time, but left a 
body of work that shows a willingness to tell the 
emperor he has no clothes. 

He wrote an Express editorial that decried the 
event, described acts of degradation he was per-
sonally aware of, and let parents know that school 
environment was not always healthy. 

This was nearly 100 years ago, and a hard-core 
Republican editor was urging parents and school 
administrators to recognize the difference between 
good-natured pranks and bullying and take steps 
to end the latter. (Red Oak Express editorial page; 
Sept. 6, 1929.)

Contrast this with the Villisca paper’s article, 
which discloses that several students were expelled, 
some of which were members of the football squad. 

I suspect an inquiring reporter could, in a town 
the size of Villisca, have asked a few questions, 
talked to parents and victims, and printed some 
specifics. 

Instead, the Review’s focus was on how the 

football team would perform without certain 
unidentified players. 

The incident had probably been forgotten by 
1963, when Red Oak High School’s hazing prob-
lem surfaced. 

Overholser would have been all over that, but 
he died shortly before the end of World War II. 
The Express did go far enough to reveal that some 
underclassmen were “taken for a ride.” 

The “ride” was a night-time trip several miles 
into the country, where hazing victims were 
dumped and left alone to find their way back.  

For Boy Scouts and farm kids this was a 
laugher; for others it was not. And this was the 
one example of school hazing that authorities were 
willing to share. 

Kids can be cruel, and what was not made pub-
lic is perhaps another story.  

If history doesn’t make us wiser, it’s at least 
entertaining—even if we find it on the Education 
page.  

   
Roy Marshall is a local historian and columnist 

for the Red Oak Express. He can be contacted at 
news@redoakexpress.com.

Letters to the Editor
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mail or dropped off at 2012 Commerce Drive, Red Oak, Iowa, 51566, or emailed to news@redoakexpress.com, or 
entered through our website at redoakexpress.com. Letters should be concise and centered on a single topic. All 
letters are subject to editing for length, taste, accuracy, liability, or other reasons. The Express is under no obligation 
to print any letter. If you have questions, contact the Express office at 712-623-2566 or news@redoakexpress.com.

Stronger the Press, Stronger the People

The ugliness of school hazing

ViEwpoints

Stanton FFA competes at district soils contest
The Stanton FFA Chapter 

competed at the Southwest 
District Soils Evaluation con-
test on Wednesday, Sept. 21 at 
Griswold High School and the 
Armstrong Research Farm near 
Lewis. 

The team, consisting of 
Caden Sallach, Clark Spencer, 
Dacey Henneman and Ella 
Peterson earned fourth place 
gold in the District, with Sallach 

placing ninth overall. The team 
placed third in the test portion of 
the contest and fouth in the soil 
pit portion of the contest.

The fouth place overall finish 
qualifies the team to compete 
at the Iowa FFA State Soils 
Evaluation Career Development 
Event at ISU on Oct. 15. 

The purpose of this contest 
is to motivate students to gain 
knowledge on surface features, 

the soil profile, land capability 
and productivity, evaluation of 
land use and management prac-
tices, suitability of soils for non-
agriculturaluses, and to develop 
the ability to observe selected 
soil properties and to interpret 
and evaluate these properties for 
recommendations for land use. 
The contest consists of a written 
test and four soil pits for evalu-
ation.

The Shenandoah community held its annual Shenfest celebration this past weekend. The Stanton 
marching band participated in the Shenfest parade on Sept. 24. (Tess Nelson/The Red Oak 
Express)

Shenfest featured Stanton band performance

Stanton students competing at the District Soils Evaluation contest are, from left: Caden Sallach, 
Dacey Henneman, Ella Peterson, and Clark Spencer. (Photo provided)

SWV soils team places third at district

The Southwest Valley FFA Soil Judging Team consisting of Ethan James, Carly Green, and Evan 
Timmerman earned a gold rating and placed third as a team at the Southwest District Soils 
Evaluaton contest on Sept. 21 at the Griswold High School and Armstrong Research Farm near 
Lewis. (Photo provided)

RO soils team eighth at district event

The plant and soil science class participated in district soil judging. This took place in Griswold 
at the Armstrong research farm. The team ended the day receiving an eighth place ribbon. The 
team consists of Brinkly Sallach, Ella Johnson, Kennedy Devries, Addey Lydon and Tori Wendt. 
(Photo provided)



WEDNESDAY, SEPT. 28, 2022  The Red Oak Express 5A
redoakexpress.com Community

Church Directory
Advent Christian

  300 S. 2nd Ave., Villisca, Rev. Jeff 
Eason, Sunday School, 9:30 a.m., 
Worship, 10:30 a.m., Celebrate 
Recovery, Tuesday, 6:30 p.m.

Assembly Of God  
1005 Senate, Red Oak, 623-2174, 
Services, 10:30 a.m. 

Baptist
  The Bridge (First Baptist Church), 
406 N. 3rd St., Red Oak, Rev. Len 
Taylor, Worship, 11 a.m. 
  Grace Baptist, 1510 N. 6th St., Red 
Oak, Gary D. Walters, Bible class, 
10 a.m., Worship, 11 a.m., Worship, 
6 p.m.; Wednesday, Prayer, 7 p.m.
  Grace Baptist, 525 Main St., Gris-
wold, Victor Maxson, Bible study, 10 
a.m., Worship, 11 a.m. Online: 11 
a.m. livestream.

Southern Baptist
  Crossroads Community Church, 
303 E. Oak St., use the alley 
entrance, Rev. Ricky Rohrig, Sr., 
Celebration Services with Kids’ 
Church, 9:23 a.m.,Wednesdays in 
the Word, live on Facebook, 6:30 
p.m. 712-357-1060, crossroadsre-
doak.com. Online: 9:45 a.m. approx. 
live on Facebook.

Catholic
  St. Joseph’s, 131 W. High, Villisca, 
Father Eze Venantius Umunnakwe, 

Sunday Mass, 8:30 a.m.
  St. Mary’s, 1510 Highland Ave., 
Red Oak, Father Lazarus Kirigia, 
Saturdays, 5 p.m. (1st, 3rd, 5th 
Saturday); Sunday, 10:30 a.m., in 
Spanish, 1 p.m.

Christian
  First Christian, 1909 Summit 
St., Red Oak, Pastor AJ Baratta, 
PreKindergarten - Sunday School, 
9:30-10:15 a.m., Fellowship, 10 
a.m., Worship, 10:30 a.m. Online: 
10:30 a.m. live on Facebook.

Christian & Missionary 
Alliance

  Citylight Southwest Iowa, 705 Brad-
ford, Emerson. Co-lead pastors Matt 
Keller, Tyler Mass. Worship with 
children’s church, 10 a.m. in-person 
gathering. Online: 10 a.m. live on 
Facebook.
  Faith Community, 2701 N. 8th St., 
Red Oak, Rev. David MacDonald, 
Worship, 9 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. Sun-
day School for kindergarten-adults, 
10:45 a.m..Wednesday activities: 
JUMP, Pre-K grade 4, 4-5:20 p.m. 
or 6-7:20 p.m. SHOUT, grades 5-6, 
4-5:30 p.m. EXIT, grades 7-12, 
7-8:30 p.m. Online: 9 a.m. on KCSI, 
9 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. Facebook, 
also Youtube/Red Oak Faith Com-
munity Church.

Church Of Christ 
 Church Of Christ, Elliott, Sunday 
Bible School, 9 a.m., Worship, 10 
a.m., Men’s and Women’s Bible 
study and breakfast, first Sunday of 
the month at 7:30 a.m.
  River of Life Church, Hwy. 48 
North, Red Oak, Minister David 
Haynes, Sunday School 9 a.m., 
Worship, 10 a.m. 

Church Of the Nazarene
  Red Oak, 401 E. Prospect St., Rev. 
Lori Lathrop. Radio ministry, 8:30 
a.m., worship with children’s church 
at 10:30 a.m.

Covenant 
  Evangelical, Rev. Matt King, 308 
Eastern, Stanton, Sunday School 
9:30 a.m., Worship, 10:45 a.m. 
Online: 10:45 a.m. live on Facebook 
and later on Youtube.
  Faith Covenant Church, 212 Alice 
St., Essex, Pastor Gordon Scott, 
Pastor Staci Shearer, Worship, 8:30 
a.m. 
  First Covenant, Rev. Alan Dean, 
pastor, 3rd & Hammond, Red Oak, 
Worship, 9:30 a.m.

Jehovah’s Witness
  210 Argus Road, Shenandoah, 
Thursday, 7:30 p.m.; Sunday, 10 
a.m., public Bible discourse. 

Lutheran
  Bethesda Lutheran, Rural Clarinda. 
Worship 9:30 a.m. Worship, Sunday 
School 10:30 a.m. 
  Bethlehem Lutheran, 1101 Summit 
St., Red Oak, Rev. Jennifer Yeske-
Drown, Sunday worship, 11 a.m., 
evening service 4 p.m. 
  Strand Evangelical, Rural Villisca, 
Rev. Marietta Nelson-Bittle, Worship, 
9:45 a.m.
  Fremont Lutheran (Nyman), 1147 
Ironwood Ave, Red Oak, Pastor Ann 
Albert, Worship, 9:30 a.m., Sunday 
School, 10:30 a.m.
  Mamrelund Lutheran, 410 Eastern 
Ave., Stanton. Worship, 10:30 a.m. 
Sunday School, 9:15 a.m. Online: 
10:30 a.m. FMTC Cable Channel 1, 
also live on Facebook.
  Mt. Calvary, 107 S. 5th, Villisca, Je-
rome Wagoner, Worship, 9:00 a.m. 
  Tabor Lutheran, 1711 Q Ave., 
Stanton, Worship, 8:15 a.m., Sunday 
School, 9:15 a.m.
  Peace Lutheran, (A WELS 
Congregation), 411 Church St., 
Shenandoah, Saturday Worship, 
5:30 p.m.; Bible and Sunday School, 
6:30 p.m.

Non-Denominational
 Oaks Community Church, 41310 
Ellington Rd., Emerson, Rev. Ron 
Perry, 712-824-7218, Sunday 
School, 10 a.m., Worship, 11 a.m.

Presbyterian 
 Center Ridge, 1546 N. 110th St., 
Red Oak, Caryn Pedersen, Worship  
1 p.m., two times a month. Call 623-
9023 for more information.
  First Presbyterian, 109 S. 3rd Ave., 
Villisca, Rev. Sandra Wainwright, 
Sunday School, 9:30 a.m., Worship, 
10:30 a.m.
  Red Oak Presbyterian, 511 E. 
Coolbaugh, PO Box 402, Red Oak, 
Caryn Pedersen, redoakpresbyteri-
anchurch.com, Service, 10:30 a.m. 
Online: 10:30 a.m. live on Face-
book/Red Oak Presbyterian Church

Reformed Evangelical
  Heartland Sovereign Grace Church, 
new church plant. Bible study 
Sunday, 5 p.m., www.swiacrec.com, 
contact@swiacrec.com.

United Methodist
  First United Methodist, 600 E. 
Hammond, Red Oak, Rev. Dr. Eric 
Sayonkon, Worship, Sunday, 10:30 
a.m.; Youth group Wednesday 6:30-
8 p.m., grades 6-12, snack is served. 
Online: 10:30 a.m. fumcro.org; click 
on the media tab to see previously 
recorded services.
  Wesley Chapel UMC, Rev. Carl 
Phillips, Worship, 8:45 a.m., Sunday 
School, 9:45 a.m.
  Red Oak Circuit, Linda Westerhold; 
Hawthorne, 1248 210th St., Red 

Oak, Worship, 10 a.m.; Stratton, 
1695 150th St., Red Oak, Worship, 
11:15 a.m. Online: 11:15 a.m. live 
on Facebook.
  Elliott United Methodist, Rev. Terry 
McClain, Sunday School, 9 a.m., 
Worship, 10 a.m. Online: 10 a.m. 
live on Facebook.
  Emerson United Methodist Church, 
Rev. Denise Stevens, 801 Bradford 
Ave., Emerson, (712) 824-7368, 
Sunday School, 9:30 a.m., Worship, 
10:30 a.m.
  Grant United Methodist, Rev. Jenn 
Van Nostrand, Worship services, 9 
a.m. Online: 9 a.m. live on Face-
book
  United Methodist, 203 S. 3rd 
Ave., Villisca, Pastor Jennifer Van 
Nostrand, Sunday School 9:30 a.m., 
Worship, 10:30 a.m. Online: 10:30 
a.m. live on Facebook.
  Strahan United Methodist, Hast-
ings, Rev. David Kwangki Kim, 
Worship, 9:30 a.m., Sunday School, 
10:30 a.m.

United Church Of Christ 
  First Congregational, 608 Reed St., 
Red Oak, Sunday Worship, 11:30 
a.m. in the sanctuary with fellowship 
prior to the service at 10:30 a.m..
Rev. Holly Scherff, interim pastor.

 
12:30 p.m., Bingo, Red Oak 

Senior Center, 2700 N. 4th St. 
Call 712-623-3497 or Carolyn 
at 402-926-8683 for more infor-
mation.

4 p.m., Community Prayer 
Time, Fountain Square Park. Call 
Bonnie at 623-4759.

4-7 p.m., Red Oak Farmers 
Market, Fountain Square Park, 
Dinner in the Park - Project Tasty 
food truck, Music in the Park, DJ 
Dave Doty.

5:30-6:30 p.m., Corning-Vil-
lisca Girl Scouts registration, Syl-
via Enarson Elementary School, 
219 Central Ave., Villisca. 

7 p.m., Alcoholics Anony-
mous, Bethlehem Lutheran 
Church, 1101 Summit St.

5:30 p.m., Alcoholics Anony-
mous, Bethlehem Lutheran 
Church, 1101 Summit St.

7 p.m., “Fall,” theatre #1; 
“Top Gun: Maverick,” theatre #2; 
Red Oak Grand Theatre.

7 p.m.,“Fall,” theatre #1; “Top 
Gun: Maverick,” theatre #2; Red 
Oak Grand Theatre.

8 p.m.-midnight, Garret and 
the Relics, Shenandoah Eagles 
Lodge #3849, 709 W. Thomas 
Ave., Shenandoah.

Noon, Blessing of the Animals 
event at Corn Dawgs Boarding, 
1911 E. Summit St. 

2 and 7 p.m., “Fall,” theatre 
#1; “Top Gun: Maverick,” theatre 
#2; Red Oak Grand Theatre.

5:30 p.m., Alcoholics Anony-
mous, Bethlehem Lutheran 
Church, 1101 Summit St.

7-8 a.m. Red Oak Chamber 
and Industry Rural Commerce 
Committee meeting, ROCIA 

office.
12:30 p.m. Bingo, Red Oak 

Senior Center, 2700 N. 4th St. 
Call 712-623-3497 or Carolyn 
402-926-8683 for more infor-
mation.

5:30 pm., Red Oak City 
Council meeting, Red Oak Fire 
Station, or via Zoom.

6-7 p.m., Lego play time, 
Red Oak Public Library, 400 N. 
2nd St. 

7 p.m., Alcoholics Anony-
mous, Bethlehem Lutheran 
Church, 1101 Summit St.

8:30 a.m., Montgomery Coun-
ty Supervisors, North Meeting 
Room in courthouse basement, 
open to public.

9-10 a.m., Music classes at the 
Corning Opera House, 800 Davis 
Ave., Corning.

Noon, Rotary Club meet-
ing. For location, go to https://
rotarydistrict5650.org/clubinfo/
red-oak.

1 p.m., Card games (pitch 
and/or cribbage) Red Oak 
Senior Center, 2700 N. 4th St. 
Call 712-623-3497 or Carolyn 
402-926-8683 for more infor-
mation. 

3:30 p.m., Story time at the 
Essex Public Library, 508 Iowa 
Ave., Essex.

6:30-8:30 a.m., Coffee with 
a Cop Day, ROPD officers at 
Ryan’s Ice Cream Fountain and 
Coffee Bar, 401 E. Reed St.

9 a.m.-3:30 p.m. Montgomery 
County Memorial Hospital Auxil-
iary linen sale, lower level confer-
ence room.

1:30-5 p.m., Christ’s Cup-
board Food Pantry and Clothing 
Cupboard, 206 E. Coolbaugh St. 
Donations accepted 1-5 p.m. at 
back door.

5:30-9:30 p.m., Lifeguard cer-
tification training at the YMCA. 
1010 E. Cherry St. Registration 
deadline Oct. 3. 

29 September

30 September

1 October

2 October

3 October

4 October

Community Calendar

Happy Birthday!
Celebrating birthdays are:
 
William (Bill) Pavkov – Sept. 30
Lexy Fridolph – Sept. 30
Paul Dumler– Oct. 3
Asher Boyles – Oct. 3
Ilene Mardesen – Oct. 4
Joel Stevens– Oct. 4

To be included on the free “Happy Birthday” list, e-mail 
your birthday (and those of your friends and family) to 
news@redoakexpress.com, mail to P.O. Box 377, Red Oak, 
IA 51566, or drop by our office at 2012 Commerce Dr.

   

Celebrating their anniversaries this week are:
 
Randy and Denise Goddard – Sept. 29
Bryan and Tess Nelson – Sept. 29
Carl and Nancy Davis – Oct. 1
Roger and Cheri Smith – Oct. 2
Dean and Joan Burke – Oct. 2
Jack and Nancy Davis – Oct. 3
Denny and Linda Westover – Oct. 4
Ron and Stacey VonDielingen – Oct. 5

Congratulations and happy anniversary to you!

To become a member of the free “Anniversary Club,” e-mail 
your anniversary (and those of your friends and family) to 
news@redoakexpress.com, mail to P.O. Box 377, Red Oak, IA 
51566, or drop by our office at 2012 Commerce Dr.

Happy 
Anniversary!

5 October

Sponsored 
by:

Sellergren•Lindell•DeMarce 
Funeral Home - 623-2796 

Belt Auto Center & Trailer Sales
623-2538

Nelson-Boylan-LeRette 
Funeral Chapel - 623-2525

Houghton State Bank
 623-4823

Be sure to get your news on the Community Page 
by calling 712-623-2566 or emailing 

news@redoakexpress.com.

Thursday, Sept. 29: Sliced tur-
key with gravy, whipped potatoes, 
diced beets, bread slice, fresh sea-
sonal fruit, milk/coffee.

Friday, Sept. 30: Chicken with 
supreme sauce, whipped sweet 
potatoes, roased Brussels sprouts, 

bread slice, applesauce, milk/coffee.
Monday, Oct. 3: Chicken stuff-

ing casserole, whipped sweet pota-
toes, green beans, bread slice, fruit, 
milk/coffee.

Tuesday, Oct. 4: Sliced ham and 
cheese sandwich on a bun, potato 

wedges, mixed vegetables, rosy 
applesauce, milk/coffee.

Wednesday, Oct. 5: Beef stroga-
noff with noodles, diced beets, corn, 
dinner roll, cookie, milk/coffee.

For more information, call the 
Senior Center at 623-3497 or Caro-

lyn at 402-926-8683. 
Please call for reservations by 

9:30 a.m. the day before you plan 
to eat lunch.

Senior Menu

Red Oak Elks Lodge #1304 is participating in the Elks Grand Exalted Ruler “Fly the Flag” program. Local busi-
nesses are looked at for proper flag display night and day. Those businesses will be recognized with a Grand 
Lodge Certificate. The Lodge will be recognizing two area businesses each month. Businesses are encouraged 
to get flags in proper shape and lit up at night to be considered. Pictured left, Elks PER Craig Archer presents a 
Grand Exalted Ruler certificate to Charlie Brown at Clarios. Pictured right, Fresco Systems employees Mike Hig-
gins and Greg Armstrong, pictured from left, are presented a Grand Exalted Ruler certificate by PER Craig Archer. 
(Photos submitted)

Elks Lodge names August Fly the Flag winners

The Red Oak Public Library has announced that storytime is 
returning to the library this month. 

The event is held every Friday at 10:15 a.m. in the children’s 
department of the library, 400 N. 2nd St. Snacks are provided, and 
there is no cost to participate. The themes for September are:

• Oct. 7: Fire/Fire Truck.
• Oct. 14: Balls.
• Oct. 21: Dogs/Cats.
• Oct. 28, Monsters/Spiders.

Storytime at Red Oak Library

Corn Dawgs Boarding at 
1911 E. Summit St. will hold a 
“Blessing of the Animals” event 
Oct. 2. 

At noon, corn hole games 
and a tournament begin, with 
the blessing of the animals at 1 
p.m. Additionally, pet photos, 

nail trims, and microchips will 
be offered at a fee. Numerous 
vendors will also be present. 

Proceeds raised will benefit 
the Animal Alliance Rescue/
Shelter, Piggies Paradise, and 
Montgomery County Animal 
Rescue. 

Blessing of the Animals Oct. 2Montgomery County 4-H celebrates
Giving Day in October

The Iowa 4-H Foundation 
and Montgomery County 4-H 
is launching its annual special 
24-hour event, Iowa 4-H Giving 
Day (iowa4Hgivingday.org), on 
Oct. 4 and 5 from noon to noon 
during National 4-H Week. 

Each year on Iowa 4-H 
Giving Day, supporters across 
the country come together to 
financially support Iowa’s larg-
est youth organization, to ensure 
these opportunities continue to 
be available to youth across the 
state and at the county level.

“On Iowa 4-H Giving Day, 
we’re celebrating all that 4-H’ers 
have accomplished, how they’ve 
grown and how they support 
their communities,” said Emily 
Saveraid, Iowa 4-H Foundation 
Executive Director. “It’s a great 
opportunity for 4-H supporters 
and alumni to give back and cel-
ebrate the program that is mak-
ing a difference in every zip code 
in Iowa.” 

Montgomery County 4-H 
supporters can go directly to 
the county giving day page to 
make a gift at iowa4hgivingday.
org/organizations/montgomery-
county-extension-and-outreach.

Dollars raised go directly to 
the Montgomery County 4-H 
Program delivered by Iowa 

State University Extension and 
Outreach and to provide other 
opportunities-state recognition, 
national 4-H trips, college schol-
arships and special programs, 
which enhance the Iowa 4-H 
experience. 

The Iowa 4-H Foundation is 
a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization 
that provides private financial 
resources to develop and deliver 
quality 4-H youth programs to 
nearly 100,000 young people 
throughout the state of Iowa. 

These programs and oppor-
tunities help enhance 4-H’ers’ 
ability to use critical thinking, 
leadership, communication, and 
social skills. 

For more information and 
to make a gift, visit iowa4H-
givingday.org. For the latest 
updates and stories on Iowa 4-H 
Giving Day, follow the Iowa 4-H 
Foundation on Facebook and 
Instagram.
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A Shade Better

2049 Fernwood Ave.  
Red Oak, Iowa 51566
712-357-3302

We Buy Local White Corn

For job opportunities go to: 
jobs.bunge.com

Fresh Produce!!  Carry Out Available to your Car!!

Southwest Iowa’s Finest 
Full-Service Meat Department!
Freshness, Quality, Value & Full Service

Food Stamps Welcome
MEAT DEPT PHONE: 623-5648

GROC. PHONE: 623-2651
811 BROADWAY, RED OAK, IA 51566

712-623-9809

 Radiant Floor 
Heating System

ROGERS
PLUMBING & HEATING

104 S. BROADWAY
RED OAK, IA

712-623-28952015 Fernwood Avenue 
Red Oak, IA

 712.623.6200

employee owned

Red Oak Plaza
623-4992

6:00 am - Midnight

2012 Commerce Dr.
Red Oak, IA 51566

712-623-2566

www.redoakexpress.com

Montgomery
County

Memorial Hospital
Improving Community Health

2301 Eastern Avenue
Red Oak, IA 51566

712-623-7000
www.mcmh.org

204 E. REED STREET | RED OAK, IA 51566 
 712-623-4813 | www.davistaylor.com

RICK TAYLOR PRESIDENT
NATHAN TAYLOR SALES REPRESENTATIVE

 RYAN BEESON SALES REPRESENTATIVE

Red Oak - Cumberland - Emerson - Griswold
houghtonstatebank.com (712)623.4823

MemberFDIC

Oh how I love the 
cooler tempera-
tures and the gor-

geous colors of the fall 
season! 

It’s also that time of 
year when area churches 
and organizations promote 
their fundraiser dinners 
and auctions. 

The Red Oak Optimist 
Club, After Prom Party, 
and Red Oak Scout Troop 
are hosting their Annual 
Pork Chop Supper on 
Wednesday, Oct. 5 from 
5-7 p.m. at the Gold Fair 
Building. It is drive thru 
only on the south side of 
the building. Mark your 
calendars.

Cold Cash 
As the Chamber Holiday events are being planned, one of the 

dates so many look forward to is the sale of Cold Cash. This year, 
$25,000 of Cold Cash will be sold at the Red Oak Chamber office 
on Saturday, Nov. 5 from 8 a.m. until it’s gone. The public will be 
able to purchase $100 worth of Cold Cash for only $80 with a limit 
of $300 per household. One distinct difference between Cold Cash 
and Red Oak Bucks is the expiration date. 

Cold Cash will be valid for use from Nov. 5, 2022 through Jan. 
31, 2023, giving purchasers three months to use them. The new Red 
Oak Bucks do not have an expiration date. Red Oak Bucks and Cold 
Cash are available for purchase by the public. However, they may 
only be redeemed at Red Oak Chamber Member businesses, which 
is just one of the significant benefits of belonging to the Chamber.

Welcome to the Chamber!
• Sellers Construction, LLC – 101 2nd Ave. Owner Dustin 

Sellers. General contractor/residential and commercial/custom 
homes/remodeling kitchens, bathrooms, tile work, doors, windows, 
garage doors, flooring, custom woodworking.

• Red Oak Heritage Foundation – President, Dennis Bloom. “We 
are committed to providing funding to projects that help to build 
the legacy of Red Oak and better the community for generations to 
come. We are dedicated to funding community projects that will bet-
ter our community and its citizens.”

• Val’s Sugar Shack – 601 N. 3rd Street. Owner Valerie Glenn. 
“We have baked goods, full breakfast and lunch menu. We offer spe-
cial orders for cakes, cookies, pies, etc. with prior notice.”

Special Visitor 
Gov. Reynolds was in Red Oak on Monday, Sept. 19, as part of 

her 99 county tour. Her staff had contacted our office asking for 
recommendations of a new business to visit, and we gave contact 
information for the Neighborhood Bakehouse. 

Mayor Silvius, Steve Adams, Nick Johansen from The Red Oak 
Express and I were there in support of Matt and Adri St. Lezin. Gov. 
Reynolds spent about an hour with us and was very impressed and 
touched by the St. Lezin’s story of how they chose Red Oak to open 
this business and raise their family.

Business After Hours 
Red Oak Rehab & Care Center will be hosting their BAH on 

Friday, Oct. 14, from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. in their dining hall. Come 
meet their awesome team while enjoying beverages and appetizers.

Apartment Project 
The apartment project is finally complete. It’s been a longer pro-

cess than first anticipated but we are very pleased with the end result. 
Thanks to Board Director, Ryan Beeson, who managed the proj-

ect, Bryant Blay, and Diana Hietbrink for all the hours of planning, 

working, meeting with contractors, etc. We also want to thank again 
our vendors and contractors who made this project possible.

United Farmers Cooperative
O’Neal Electric Company
Roger’s Plumbing & Heating
Allensworth’s Heating & Cooling
Heartland Foam & InSEALators
Red Oak Do It Center
The Carpet Store
Mark Jackson’s Hardware Hank
Dovel Refrigeration
Red Oak Fabrication
Red Oak Glass
Westlake Ace Hardware
Roof Solutions
Larry Wilson Stucco & Plaster Co.
Heartland Home Services
Adam Hietbrink
Tyler Jennings
For more information about 

our members, promotions, & 
events within and around our 
community, please visit our web-
site www.redoakiowa.com. If you 
have questions about becoming 
a member of the ROCIA or are 
interested in volunteering oppor-
tunities, please contact me at 712-
623-4821.

Until Next Time ,
Elaine Carlson

Director of Membership & 
Finance

Happy fall, ya’ll

Elaine Carlson
Director of Membership & Finance

2305 N. Broadway
Corner of Hwy 34 & 48
Red Oak, IA 51566

712-623-5444
E-mail: bob@switire.com

It won’t be long until the winter holidays are upon us, 
and that’s why we’re already working on the upcom-

ing events. I would like to share with you a glimpse of 
what’s to come, and I also want to plant a few reminders 
to area businesses. Here are the upcoming holiday events 
from the Chamber:

• Monday, Nov. 14 – The 18th Annual Holiday 
Extravaganza – Champagne & Pearls. This is the Red 
Oak Chamber’s annual Ladies Night Out of holiday 
shopping, food, entertainment, and fun. We will be serv-
ing dinner along with the Piccadilly Auction as in years 
past. Tickets will go on sale Oct. 1. This year’s theme 
Champagne & Pearls. We are so excited to join in the 
fun with all of you for this Holiday event! Tickets sell 
out every year so be sure to get yours early, especially if 
you have a larger group.

• Friday, Nov. 25 – Holiday Kickoff – This year’s 
theme will be Feel the Magic of the Holidays in Red 
Oak. There will be pictures with Santa, the lighting of the 
Community Christmas Tree, and Horse Drawn Carriage 
Rides. Stay tuned for more details.

• Saturday, Nov. 26 – Small Business Saturday & 
Holiday Kickoff Continued – The Reindeer are going to 
be back again! Plus, the lighted firetruck will be giving 
rides that morning with Christmas music in the air. Hang 
out downtown all day and enjoy a holiday craft session 
at Bella Notte with the kids. There will be a free show-
ing a holiday movie at the Red Oak Grand Theatre that 
afternoon. Stay tuned for more details. 

• Saturday Dec. 17 Holiday 
Giveaway – Earn Tickets Dec. 
2 through 16 by shopping 
local at participating busi-
nesses. Tickets will be drawn 
in a raffle Saturday, Dec.  17 
on the downtown square. We 
will have hundreds of dol-
lars of prizes from businesses 
all throughout the community. 
We will be showing another 
free holiday movie at the Red 
Oak Grand Theatre that after-
noon. Stay tuned for more 
details.

Check out our Social Media 
pages for flyers, updates, 
and our Holiday Mark Your 
Calendars Video coming soon. 

We will be posting updates and will have the full Holiday 
Schedule out by mid-October.

Here’s the reminder for area businesses about the hol-
idays: The Red Oak Chamber puts together a complete 
list of Red Oak holiday events and advertises it to the 
community and beyond. If your business or organization 
is putting together an activity for the holidays, please 
provide our office with the details so we can help you 
promote your holiday event, and promote Red Oak as a 
whole. The deadline to get these to the Chamber before 
we put out the Overall Holiday Schedule is Oct. 1.

Kesandra Pullen
Events and Marketing 

Coordinator

The upcoming holiday season 

This space for rent. 

Call Shawn at
 712-623-2566

Remodeling of the 
apartment above 
the chamber of-
fice is complete 
in downtown Red 
Oak. (Photos pro-
vided) 

Call the ROCIA to get your tickets to the annual 
Holiday Extravaganza. Tickets go on sale Oct. 
1. 
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Dan Miller
Certified Financial Planner

Life insurance is one of those financial products 
that we put off thinking about. No one wants to 
talk about the eventuality of passing away, and we 
especially don’t like to talk about what would hap-
pen if we passed away suddenly.

But life insurance is an important part of any 
financial and protection strategy. For National Life 
Insurance Awareness Month, we wanted to share 
some helpful information about life insurance, 
including what it is, its different types, and how 
it can help protect your family in case something 
happens.

What is Life Insurance?
According to Life Happens, a nonprofit dedi-

cated to giving users unbiased insurance infor-
mation, life insurance is an insurance policy that 
provides cash to your family or loved ones after 
your death. This “death benefit” helps replace your 
income and supports your loved ones also in non-
monetary ways. Your family can use this payment 
for funeral expenses, mortgage payments, college 
tuition, and other bills.1

The Different Types of Life Insurance
There are two main types of life insurance: term 

life insurance and permanent life insurance. Let’s 
look at the differences.

Term Life Insurance
Term life insurance policies cover the insured 

for a specific period, usually between 5 and 30 
years, depending on your policy. Term policies pay 
a death benefit only if the insured person dies dur-
ing the coverage term. These policies don’t carry 
any cash value, but the premiums are generally 
lower than permanent life insurance premiums. 
Furthermore, term life insurance policies may 
offer a greater level of flexibility because you can 
amend your policy as your needs change.

Permanent Life Insurance
Permanent life insurance policies cover the 

insured for their entire life. Some of these policies 
also carry a savings or investment component. 
According to US News, this cash value “grows 
tax-deferred over time and may be withdrawn 
or borrowed against while you’re still alive.” 

But remember that withdrawing these funds will 
decrease the policy’s death benefit unless the funds 
are repaid.2

There are a few permanent life insurance 
options, including whole life (sometimes called 
“traditional” life insurance) and universal life. 
Each of these policies has its pros and cons.

When considering which life insurance policy 
is right for you, you must think about the follow-
ing factors: Coverage duration, Coverage amount, 
Premiums, Flexibility, and Cash Value.

Do You Need Life Insurance?
For most people, the answer to this question is 

“yes.” Life insurance can help protect the people 
you care about if something happens to you. This 
could include a spouse, children, disabled family 
members, aging parents, or any other dependents. 
There are a variety of coverage limits and depend-
ing on your household expenses, you may not have 
to purchase an enormous life insurance policy. 
Even modest protection could help your family 
pay the bills and make arrangements.

A simple way to calculate how much life insur-
ance you need is to consider all your immedi-
ate, ongoing, and future expenses, as well as the 
financial resources that your loved ones already 
have. Then, subtract your financial resources from 
the anticipated expenses to obtain the difference. 
Forbes lays out the DIME method: debt, income, 
mortgage, and education.3

If you are ready to review (or begin) your 
life insurance policy for National Life Insurance 
Awareness Month, MFG can help! Contact us our 
office at 712-623-5726 to schedule a phone call or 
appointment to learn more.

Sources:
1. ht tps: / / l i fehappens.org/l i fe- insur-

ance-101/
2. https://www.usnews.com/insurance/life-

insurance/term-vs-permanent
3. https://www.forbes.com/advisor/life-

insurance/how-much-life-insurance-do-you-real-
ly-need

Dan Miller, Kaleb Robuck and Marcus Taylor 
are investment adviser representatives of, and 
securities and advisory services are offered 
through, USA Financial Securities Corp. Member 
FINRA/SIPC. A Registered Investment Advisor 
located at 6020 E Fulton St., Ada, MI 49301. 
Miller Financial Group is not affiliated with USA 
Financial Securities.

Better Financial Living   
September is life insurance awareness month 

FMTC to provide fiber to the courthouse 
Nick Johansen
The Red Oak Express

The Montgomery County Board of Supervisors has approved 
upgrades to the courthouse’s internet provider and hardware.

IT director Sonia Morrison said she had sought out two quotes 
from Farmers Mutual Telephone Company for dedicated Fiber 
optic internet to the courthouse as well as all of the outlying coun-
ty buildings including the secondary roads office and Montgomery 
County Conservation.

“We were quoted one gig of fiber for $4,000 per month, and 
750 meg, at $3,125. 
We currently pay 
$839.99 per month 
for our current inter-
net, and each building 
has their own inter-
net and firewall,” said 
Morrison.

The current inter-
net usage combined 
among all the build-
ings was around 800 
meg, and most of the 
county offices out-
side of the courthouse 
were operating with 
only 100 meg upload 
and download speed 
per building.

Morrison said 
FMTC advised her 
750 meg would be 
more than adequate 
for the county, and 

each location would have 750 meg upload and download speed 
internet available, which would boost service remendously.

The supervisors approved FMTC’s quote of $3,125 per month 
for 750 meg internet

The supervisors also discussed the purchase of upgrades to the 
county’s internet infrastructure.

The upgrades to equipment include new cabling and upgrad-
ing all the ethernet switches and access points in the courthouse. 
Morrison said the lowest quote was from Heartland Business 
Systems for $229,737.

“My recommendation based on costs and area of expertise 
would be to choose Heartland Business Systems for the net-
work upgrades and cabling,” commented Morrison. “That quote 
includes installation of all equipment, and they will work with me 
to configure it the way we want it configured. Once we have all of 
it installed and up and running, it will be so much easier for Beau 
Boeye and I to manage.”

Morrison added that some of the courthouse’s ethernet switches 
cannot be updated, and licensing and warranties have expired. 
Additionally, some of the switches cannot be accessed remotely. 
They have to directly plug into the switches to make any changes.

Morrison said if approved, they could issue a statement of work 
to Heartland Business Systems to start getting equipment ordered.

“Some of the equipment will take 30 days for delivery, and 
some of it will take 45 days for delivery.

Morrison also said she would soon be approaching the supervi-
sors to discuss an upgrade to the county’s firewall protection. With 
the current proposed upgrades, and a new firewall, Morrison said 
that would take care of a lot of the needed upgrades to the county’s 
IT infrastructure that were presented to the county in November 
2021.

Plans involved using a portion of the county’s American 
Rescue Plan Act funding to pay for the IT upgrades.

The supervisors approved the quote of $229,737 from Heartland 
Business Systems.

The Red Oak Police Departmenr recently welcomed two new members to the 
force. Dustin Terry and John Mertz were sworn in by Red Oak Mayor Shawnna 
Silvius at the Red Oak City Council meeting Sept. 19. Silvius introduced the new 
officers to those in attendance at the meeting. Pictured from left are Dustin Terry, 
John Mertz, Police Chief Justin Rhamy and Mayor Shawnna Silvius. (Nick  Johan-
sen/The Red Oak Express)

Terry, Mertz join the police  force 

IT Director Sonia Morrison speaks 
before the supervisors at the Sept. 20 
meeting. (Nick Johansen/The Red Oak 
Express)

tion of her project, with his background in the arts and painting.
“I don’t typically do a lot of painting myself. I usually do 

pencil sketches and abstract drawings, and so painting is a rela-
tively newer area for me. It was very nice to have Jim be there 
and give his expertise and thoughts on how to do certain tech-
niques,” said Williams. “He’s a really huge motivator, and I had 
a few friends come out and help me paint as well. There were 
also many members of the community who stopped by and told 
me how much they love the project, and what we’re doing, and 
how wonderful everything looks, and how great it is that we’re 
bringing a bit of vibrance down into the square there.”

Williams added it meant a lot to her to have her design 
selected and endorsed by ROAD.

“It’s very exciting and gives me a really happy feeling that 
art can be embraced here. I just love how everyone has come 
together to not only do a project like this, but also how everyone 
is cherishing it in their own way.”

Williams also shared some of her next projects now that the 
planter box project is complete.

“I’ll be doing more sketch work, and I have a few things at 
the Five One 8 art gallery. They’ve also been a great supporter 
with local artists and my own work as well. I’m looking to do 
some more unique stuff to show in there. I usually sketch stuff 
out, and then I work with Joey Norris to make wooden and metal 
designs for reusable art, such as jewelry, and furniture and home 
decor. That’s an interesting little insight into the kind of art that 
I do.”

Some of Williams’ artistic creations can be viewed and pur-
chased on her Walden Run website at waldenrun.com. She can 
also be contacted for specific pieces by visiting the website or 
calling 712-357-5950.

ROAD member Jim Hoskinson said that this latest planter 
box is the last that will be painted this year, and over the fall and 
winter they will continue to accept ideas and concepts for the 
other six planters.

WILLIAMS 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1A

charges and negative bal-
ances.  Under the guidelines, 
K-sixth grade students can 
charge reimbursable meals, 
seventh through 12th grade 
students can charge up to $5 
in reimbursable meals, and 
district employees cannot 
charge meals or carry a nega-
tive balance. Ala carte items 
cannot be charged. 

“As we move back to pre 
pandemic federal free lunch 
requirements, this allows 
us to be very clear on what 
we’re doing with nega-
tive account balances,” said 
Superintendent Ron Lorenz. 

The board also discussed 
the hiring of an additional 
assistant coach for the girl’s 
wrestling program. 

Now that girl’s wrestling 
has been sanctioned, Lorenz 
said they have 13 girls inter-
ested in participating. 

“We’d like to hire an addi-
tional assistant coach that can 
work specifically with the 
young ladies and transport 
them to female-specific tour-
naments and events,” stated 
Lorenz. 

Lorenz added they were 
simply seeking approval to 
create the position, with a sal-
ary of $3,240, with a person-
nel  recommendation at the 
next meeting

The board approved the 
creaton of a new assistant 
coach position for the girls 
wrestling program.  

BOARD 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1A
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Getting an annual influenza vaccine is important, says Beeson
Tess Nelson
The Red Oak Express

According to Montgomery County Public Health Administrator 
Samantha Beeson, one of the most important things one can do for 
their health and the health of others is to get an annual flu shot. 

Health experts annually push the importance of the flu vaccine for 
all demographics. Flu shots are recommended as early as September, 
with the typical flu season beginning in October and peaking 
between December and February. 

“It is very important to be vaccinated each year to prevent this 
disease,” said Beeson. “Getting a flu vaccine every year is the best 
way to protect yourself and your family.”

She added having the flu might expose family, friends and co-
workers to an infection that kills an average of 36,000 people annu-
ally in the United States.

In addition to getting an annual flu shot,  frequent hand washing is 
also a good way to avoid serious illness from the flu, she said. 

Beeson said she’s always surprised by the number of people who 

don’t get a flu shot because of the misconception it causes the flu.  
“This vaccine is a killed virus, it cannot make you sick,” Beeson 

reiterated.”By taking precautions and getting the flu vaccine, it could 
reduce a person’s symptoms or could prevent them from getting 
influenza at all.”

 It takes up to two weeks after a flu vaccination for a person to 
achieve full benefits against the virus. The CDC recommends the flu 
shot for everyone over the age of 6 months. The vaccine is paid for 
through most insurance companies as well as Medicare/Medicaid.

Similar to COVID, a person with the flu may pass the illness 
to someone else before they know they are sick or while they are 
sick. Another similarity is that both illnesses are transferred through 
droplets. 

“Most healthy adults are able to infect others beginning one day 
before symptoms develop and up to seven days after becoming sick,” 
said Beeson.

 The flu is a respiratory illness caused by a virus. It comes on 
suddenly and symptoms may include fever, headache, tiredness, 
cough, sore throat, nasal congestion and body aches. The illness 
typically lasts two to seven days and can cause a healthy person to 

be bed-ridden for days. Once the symptoms start, they usually last 
for 10 to 14 days. Many of the symptoms of influenza are also those 
of COVID-19. 

Beeson said although most of those who get influenza will 
rebound health wise, there are serious health issues related to flu to 
those who are 65 years and older, those with certain chronic medical 
conditions such as asthma, diabetes, or heart disease, pregnant peo-
ple and children younger than 5 years, but especially those younger 
than 2 years old.

Other viruses that begin circulating in the fall include the rhino-
virus/enterovirus, which are infections that cause the common cold. 
It may also cause ear infections, sore throats and sinus infections 
and lead to bronchiolitis and pneumonia. Another virus that makes 
the rounds annually is the “stomach bug” that causes diarrhea and 
vomiting. Contrary to popular belief, this illness is not caused by the 
influenza virus, but rather the norovirus, Beeson explained.

According to the CDC, the noroviruses causes 19 million to 21 
million cases of acute gastroenteritis in the U.S. per year. The ill-
ness lasts from one to three days, comes on abruptly and has a quick 
recovery time.

Red Oak teacher placed 
on leave following tirade 
Tess Nelson
The Red Oak Express

A Red Oak food and nutrition teacher was 
placed on administrative leave Thursday, 
Sept. 22, following a classroom tirade cap-
tured on a cell phone. 

A letter was released to district families 
from Red Oak Superintendent Ron Lorenz 
that explained Mrs. Rebecca Stanbrough had 
“lost her composure and made inappropriate 

comments to students in class.” 
Lorenz continued to say he cannot com-

ment on confidential personnel matters, but 
that the teacher has been placed on adminis-
trative leave while the district looks into the 
matter “in accordance with applicable laws 
and board policy.” 

The tirade was captured on a student’s 
cellphone and released via TikTok. 

No further information has been released 
at this time. 

Red Oak Dean of Students 
arrested on warrant 
Tess Nelson
The Red Oak Express

The Dean of Students for the Inman Elementary 
School in Red Oak, Anthony Tyler Jones, was arrested 
Monday, Sept. 19, on a warrant out of Clarke County 
for an incident that occurred Aug. 18, 2018. 

According to a press release from the Montgomery 
County Sheriff’s Office, Jones, 30, was arrested on 
a warrant for second degree criminal mischief, a 
Class-D Felony.

Criminal mischief is defined by Iowa code as 

intentionally damaging, defacing, altering or destroy-
ing property without authority. Charges depend on the 
cost of damage to said property. 

Any time an individual damages someone else’s 
property without the owner’s permission, that’s crimi-
nal mischief. Criminal mischief in the second degree 
is when the mischief causes more than $1,500 in dam-
age but less than $10,000 in damage.

Jones was transported to the Clarke County Jail 
and later posted a $5,000 surety bond before being 
released. 

Nolte, Cornman & Johnson 
P.C. released an audit report on 
the Red Oak Community School 
District in Red Oak. 

Financial Highlights
The District’s revenues 

totaled $18,007,391 for the year 
ended June 30, 2021, a 7.30% 
increase from the prior year. 
Expenses for the District opera-
tions for the year ended June 
30, 2021 totaled $17,096,448, 
a 3.30% increase from the prior 
year. The increases in revenues 
was primarily from an increase 
in operating grants, contribu-
tions and restricted interest 
while the increase in expenses 
was primarily due in the support 
services functional area. 

Audit Findings
Nolte, Cornman & Johnson 

P.C. reported seven findings 
found on page 66 through 71 of 
this report. The findings address 
issues related to segregation of 
duties, timely deposits, certified 

budget, questionable expendi-
tures, certified enrollment, offi-
ciating contracts, and inactive 
student activity fund accounts. 
Notle, Cornman & Johnson P.C. 
provided the District with rec-
ommendations to address these 
findings. 

Three of the seven findings 
discussed above are repeat-
ed from the prior year. The 
Community School District’s 
Board of Education has a fidu-
ciary response to provide over-
sight of the Community School 
District’s operations and finan-
cial transactions. Oversight is 
typically defined as the “watch-
ful and responsible care” a gov-
erning body exercises in its fidu-
ciary capacity. 

A copy of the audit report 
is available for review on the 
Auditor of State’s web site at 
https://auditor.iowa.gov/audit-
reports. 

Red Oak school audit released 

Iowa Secretary of Agriculture Mike Naig  wel-
comed Iowans and interested organizations to 
nominate qualified individuals to serve on the 
Local Food and Farm Program Advisory Council. 
The Council exists to support and advise statewide 
efforts to increase the availability of locally grown, 
raised, and produced foods.

“One of my top priorities as Secretary of 
Agriculture is expanding markets for Iowa farm-
ers internationally, domestically, and locally. We 

have an opportunity here in Iowa to help shorten 
supply chains by increasing the availability of 
locally grown, raised, and produced meat, dairy, 
fruits, vegetables, and other foods,” said Iowa 
Secretary of Agriculture Mike Naig. “The Local 
Food and Farm Advisory Council helps guide the 
strategy and efforts to increase the availability of 
local foods across the state, and we are looking for 
passionate individuals who care about local foods 
to serve on the Council.”

Nominations are being sought for the following 
positions:

• A livestock producer. • A fruit or vegetable 
producer. • A meat or dairy processor. • A manager 
of a wholesale distributor of local food or food hub 
manager. • A grocery store engaged in the purchase 
and marketing of local food. • A food service pro-
vider that distributes food to a K-12 institution or 
early care provider. • A food service provider that 

distributes food to an institution that does not serve 
school children. • An attorney practicing in the 
areas of food and agricultural law.

To nominate an individual, nominators should 
email a brief letter (100 words or less) summariz-
ing the nominee's experience and qualifications in 
the area of local foods to Colin Tadlock at colin.
tadlock@iowaagriculture.gov. Nominations must 
be submitted by Oct. 15.

Naig seeking nominations for Farm Program Advisory Council
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LET’S MAKE 
IT HAPPEN!

WHAT’S 
YOUR IT?
Go from  
plotting to 
producing! 
Whatever it is… 

www.bankiowa.bank/letsmakeithappen

Red Oak: 
(712) 623-6960 

Shenandoah: 
(712) 246-1311 

Essex: 
(712) 379-3111

SHOWTIMES
FRI, SAT & SUN 7 PM
SUN MATINEE 2 PM

ALL TICKETS
$2.00

712-623-3169

THIS WEEK’S
MOVIES

THEATRE #1 capacity is 182

THEATRE #2 capacity is 107

TOP GUN: 
MAVERICK 

Maverick is where he belongs, 
training a special assignment 

unit. Maverick must confront the 
ghosts of his past to succeed. 

PG-13

FALL
Best friends find themselves 

stranded on top of an old radio 
tower with no way down. They 
are put to the ultimate test to 

survive. PG-13

SEPT. 30 – OCT. 2

| RUBEYREALTY.COM

RUBEYREALTY.COM
712.623.2724

Looking to 
SELL or BUY

Contact
RUBEY RE ALTY
712-623-2724 

1701 N Broadway Ste. 1603  | Red Oak 

1205 N Broadway St | Red Oak 

RE
NT

AL
 

 P
RO

PE
RT

Y
FE

AT
UR

ED
 

LI
ST

IN
G

FE
AT

UR
ED

 
PR

IC
E

2348 State Hwy 48 | Red Oak


