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Father - son to share
MidAmerican lineman
rare aviation honor
wins $100,000 Powerball
nick Johansen

the red oak express

tess nelson
the red oak express

Stopping for breakfast at a Red Oak
Casey’s led to a rural Stanton man
being $100,000 richer.
Cody Marsh, 37, matched four of
five white balls and the Powerball in
the Monday, April 18 drawing. He
was one number off from winning the
$352.5 million jackpot.
A lineman at MidAmerican Energy
in Red Oak, Marsh bought his winning easy-pick ticket at Casey’s, 201
N. Broadway in Red Oak Monday
morning. He said he first stopped for
breakfast at the north Casey’s location,
but the kitchen wasn’t open. He then
went to the south Casey’s, was standing in line to pay, with a man buying a
few scratch off tickets in front of him.
“I had bought a Powerball the week
before and he reminded me to buy
another one. I bought two Powerballs
with Powerplay. It was a fluke deal,”
asid Marsh. “I only buy tickets if the
jackpot is three to four million, but I
never expect to win anything at all.”
It was Tuesday morning while getting ready for work when Marsh decided to check his numbers. Reading them
right to left he realized he had matched
on the Power ball and the last two
numbers.
“Then I had 54 but the Powerball
was 55, but the other two were correct.
I was one digit off from winning it all,”
Marsh recalled.
He said he kept looking at the
numbers; making sure they did in fact,
match. Initially he thought he won
$10,000, then $20,000. He woke up
his wife, Kylee, and told her about the
winnings; she thought he was joking.
“I had also texted my mom and a

Cody Marsh, 37, of rural Stanton won $100,000 from the Iowa Lottery
from the April 18 Powerball drawing. (Photo provided)

couple close friends and they texted
me back and said they thought I’d won
$50,000, but because of Powerplay it
was times two, so that’s when we realized I might have won $100,000.”
Marsh said he then downloaded the
Iowa Lottery app on his phone and
used the QR code to check his ticket.
He had indeed won $100,000. By this
time it was close to 7 a.m., when he
should be pulling into work.
“I decided to call in and take the day
off work.”
Cody, Kylee and their daugh-

ter, Willow, 5, drove up to Lottery
Headquarters in Clive Tuesday to cash
in the winning ticket.
“I was pretty pumped; I was shaking.”
The winning numbers in Monday’s
drawing were 8-33-55-59-62 and the
Powerball 18. The Power Play was 2.
No one won the jackpot.
Marsh, a Villisca native, said he
plans on using his winnings to complete building a work shed at home.

Early Childhood Development Center considers renovations
nick Johansen
the red oak express

Coordinators with the Red Oak
Early Child Development Center are
looking at options to grow their current space at the former Washington
Intermediate Building.
The Red Oak School Board heard
an update from ECDC representatives Laura Kloewer and Tim Werges.
Kloewer said the center’s growth has
exceeded their expectations.
“When we opened about a year and
a half ago, we were hoping for 50 to
100 kids for enrollment, and right now,
we have 145 kids enrolled, with 30
families on the waiting list,” Kloewer
advised.
Additionally, there has been growth
into the preschool side of the center. However, Kloewer said they have
determined there is a space issue.
“We’ve had some long conversations about the building and where we
could grow, determine what we needed
and what we could do. So we developed a floor plan to give us a projected
idea of what we could do with the
space,” said Kloewer.

The designs include adding four
additional classrooms and a storm shelter, as well as moving storage from the
middle of the building to space outside
of the building. Kloewer felt it allowed
the early childhood center and the preschool to grow efficiently.
Kloewer said the overall goal was
to write grants and go after funding for
the projects.
“We have some promising leads
on grants currently, and it might be a
multi-grant project, but we feel confident in our ability to write grants, and
fundraising, and we would love to continue to grow the facility and continue
to partner with the Red Oak District,”
commented Lorenz.
The deadline for the first grant is up
in the next few weeks. While the board
took no action, superintendent Tom
Lorenz asked if a letter of support was
needed. Kloewer said it was not.
“This first grant will not require
that, though there may be other grants
we pursue that may need that,” stated
Kloewer.
If the grant was received, Kloewer
said she would come back to the board
and seek approval for any capital

improvements.
No further action was taken.
The board also discussed the renewal of the district’s specialty underwriting insurance for 2022-23. Lorenz said
the policy was key to assisting the
district in saving money.
“This is a breakdown insurance that
we use for repairs to a lot of different
things, such as our HVAC units, telephone servers, coolers, printers. The
state allows us to use our management
funds for this, so we are allowed to
save our general funds and PPEL dollars,” Lorenz explained.
The premium was $96,423, which
Lorenz said was roughly an 11%
increase, but the increase was, in part,
due to the district issuing claims.
The board approved the renewal of
the specialty underwriting insurance.
In other business, the board:
• Approved a transportation sharing agreement with the Sidney School
District for the 2022-23 school year,
• Approved a consortium agreement
with the Council Bluffs School District
for the 2021-22 school year.
• Approved the senior class trip to
Worlds of Fun May 19.

Elliott native Nick Turner, a retired
Marine Corps Lieutenant Colonel and
helicopter pilot, will be joining his
father in sharing a rare honor.
In 2021, Larry Turner was inducted into the Iowa Aviation Museum
Hall of Fame, one of only two people selected for the honor in 2021.
Recently, the Iowa Aviation Museum
unveiled its nominees for 2022, and
Larry’s son Nick Turner was named
as one of the two finalists for this year.
Flying has always been a passion for Nick Turner, especially when
growing up in Elliott and helping
out his dad with his business, Turner
Copter Services, Inc.
“When we were raised as kids, we
grew up around cows, sheep, pigs, and
helicopters. It was an interesting way
to grow up, but that’s how we did,”
Turner said.
Turner’s path to piloting wasn’t predetermined after graduation. Initially,
he planned on joining the Army’s
“High School to Flight School” program, but after having a lot of success
his senior year playing football, he
decided to continue that path, at first.
“A Central College coach came
down and recruited me a little bit, and
that’s where I decided to go. And was
going to pursue pre-engineering and
learn how to build airplanes. I found
out pretty quick that math was not my
forté,” Turner said. “I had to make
a little shift. I kept playing football,
and I knew I wanted to fly, but it was
very expensive to get flight training.
I ended up going down the route of
becoming a Marine Corps officer and
getting an aviation contract so I could
fly.”
While never officially working for
his father in his younger years, Turney
said he helped him out as much as he
could.
“I would spend a lot of time on the
weekend, even when I was at Central,
doing lift jobs in the big helicopters,
doing work such as lifting air conditioners on to stores and malls, and that
kind of thing,” Turner said.
Turner graduated first in his class
in flight school, and that allowed
him to select where he wanted to
go. Turner said his goal was to have
the opportunity to be in his father’s
squadron.
“His squadron was one of three
in Hawaii, and so it was luck of the
draw as to which one I got. As fate
would have it, my timing was perfect.
I was able to join the same quadron
that my dad was in when he served
in Vietnam. Not only was that really
cool, it was a rare thing. That type of
thing doesn’t happen very often.”
Turner was deployed to Iraq in
2007 and 2009 before serving in
Afghanistan. Later in 2009, Turner
joined Marine Helicopter Squadron
One, and did presidential duty until
2013.
“It was an awesome experience.
I got to fly all over the world in
one of the most advanced and wellmaintained aircraft in service. I flew
in Germany, Ireland, Brazil, and all
over the United States. I got to make
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Nick Turner

a lot of flights to Cedar Rapids, Iowa
City, Des Moines, and Ames during
the re-election campaign for President
Barack Obama’s second term. My
last two years I was a White House
Liaison Officer doing pre-mission
coordination with the Secret Service,
FAA, airports, local police, schools,
and cities before the president’s arrival,” Turner explained.
Taking those steps, Turner said,
helped ensure the president’s safety, as
well as to mitigate the inconvenience
a presidential trip had on the general
public.
“A motorcade can take a long time
to travel and it was an inconvenience
on the general public to shut roads
down. It was faster and safer for us to
have the Marine One helicopter available to take him to his destination.
It would be a five minute flight as
opposed to a 35 or 40 minute motorcade, and it doesn’t inconvenience
the general public like a motorcade
would,” advised Turner.
After that assignment ended,
Turner held various training and command positions including 2nd Marine
Division Air Officer, supervising
training and equipment requirements
for three regiments and ten battalions
of the Joint Terminal Air Controller
(JTAC). He retired from active duty
in 2021 with over 20 years of service
and numerous medals and commendations.
After his career ended, Turner, his
wife Kimberly, and his children moved
from North Carolina to Rhodes, Iowa.
“We’re located about 45 minutes
east of Des Moines, and built a house
on 12 acres of land. Currently I’m
working for the Air National Guard
in Des Moines as an event controller, coordinating simulations,” Turner
said.
For Turner, returning to Iowa definitely felt like he and his family were
truly coming home.
“My wife’s family is about 10
minutes away from us. We made a
conscious decision to come back and
be close to family, and raise our kids
the way we were raised, with smalltown Iowa values and morals. I spent
20 years dragging my wife and kids
all around Hawaii, Virgina, Florida,
and North Carolina, and it was time to
come home.”
Turner said seeing his father be
named to the Iowa Aviation Museum
Hall of Fame was an honor all of its
TURNER, Page 2A
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Pipeline inspection payment questioned by board
Nick Johansen
The Red Oak Express

If a pipeline inspector is hired for the
proposed Summit Carbon Solutions pipeline
project, and the project fails to proceed, who
gets stuck with the bill?
That question, and others, are currently being considered by the Montgomery
County Board of Supervisors as it ponders
options regarding inspection services for the
proposed project.
While the supervisors have yet to make a
determination, and have only received a proposal for inspection services from LT Leon
Associates, Inc. of Des Moines, Supervisors
Chair Mark Peterson brought up the item for
discussion, as he has fielded questions from
constituents regarding who foots the bill if
action is taken for the project and it doesn’t
proceed.
“We need to determine who would pay
for services rendered if we hire an inspector and there’s no project. With everything
going on, I’m looking for direction as to
whether we continue a search for a firm, or
if we take a wait and see approach,” Peterson
stated.
Supervisor Mike Olson proposed that
Peterson contact Montgomery County

Attorney Drew Swanson regarding the matter.
“Maybe we need to do a little research,
and have him check and see if we would
have to foot the bill in a situation where we
hire a firm, and then the project doesn’t go
through,” said Olson.
Supervisor Donna Robinson said she had
recently attended a meeting at the Iowa
State Association of Counties, and following
that meeting, she contacted the supervisors

in Crawford County, as they had already
awarded a contract to an engineering firm
in Denison.
“I received a reply back from Crawford
County, and they said they are being very
cautious as to what they do, as opposed to
just jumping in and making decisions. I
would be glad to email them again and ask
them who would be responsible for the work
if they do anything and the pipeline project
doesn’t go through,” Robinson advised.
The supervisors took no further action,
and information from Crawford County, as
well as County Attorney Drew Swanson,
will be discussed at an upcoming supervisors
meeting.
The supervisors also discussed amendments to the county employee handbook.
County Auditor Stephanie Burke said she
was looking at sending any proposed amendments to the department heads for further
input.
Supervisor Mike Olson was in agreement
that the department heads should be allowed
to offer input on the handbook changes.
The supervisors also wanted to review the
handbook themselves and then make any
proposed changes. The changes will be discussed at one of the May meetings by the
supervisors.

Leave wildlife babies where they belong - in the wild, says DNR
Iowa Department of Natural Resources

It’s as predictable as May flowers - from
border to border, the Wildlife Baby Season
has arrived in Iowa. From now until at
least mid-June, DNR field offices across
the state will be inundated with hundreds of
phone calls and scores of deliveries regarding “orphaned wildlife.”
Most calls begin with something like,
“We were walking in the park when ...,” or “I
looked out my window and saw ...” In nearly
every instance, the scenario ends with something [or several somethings] being rescued
from their mother.
During a typical season, the species will
range all the way from baby robins and
squirrels to spindly-legged white-tailed
fawns. At this time of the year it is not at
all uncommon for biologists to discover that
complete litters of baby raccoons, foxes, or
even skunks have mysteriously appeared on
their doorsteps.
Why this happens is no real mystery.
From fuzzy yellow ducklings to tiny baby
bunnies, nothing appears more cute and cuddly than a wildlife baby. But in reality, most
of the wildlife reported to DNR field offices
is not really orphaned at all. And while the
people who attempt to “rescue” these babies
have the best of intentions, they are in fact
dooming the very creatures they intend to

help.
The babies of most wildlife species leave
their nests or dens well in advance of being
able to care for themselves. Although broods
or litters may become widely scattered during this fledgling period, they still remain
under the direct care and feeding of their
parents.
For many songbirds, the transition to
independence comes quickly and may take
as little as four or five days. For other species such as Canada geese, kestrels, or great
horned owls, the young and parents may stay
in contact for weeks -- even months.
At the beginning of the fledgling period,
young birds appear clumsy, dull-witted, and
vulnerable. The reason for this is because
they really are clumsy, dull-witted, and vulnerable. But as the education process continues, the survivors smarten up fast, while
slow learners quickly fade from the scene.
Most birds have less than a 20 percent
chance of surviving their first year. While
this seems unfortunate or cruel, this is a
normal occurrence in nature. In the real outof-doors, it’s just the way things are.
Most mammals employ a slightly different strategy when it comes to caring for
their adolescents. Since most mammals are
largely nocturnal, the mother usually finds a
safe daytime hideout for her young while she
sleeps or looks for food. Consequently, it is

Members of the Turner family include, from left, Judy Turner,
Larry Turner, Nick Turner, and Kimberly Turner. (Photo submitted)
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own.
“I don’t have any greater
hero in my life than my father.
The amount of flight time and
experience he amassed over his
almost 50 years of flying is
phenomenal. It’s something I’ll
never be able to surpass,” commented Turner. “And him being
able to raise our family and
put all of us through college at
the same time was no easy feat
with him and my mom, Judy,
grinding away. It was a great
experience not only for my dad,
but for my whole family, to see
a lot of his ambitions and sacrifices be recognized on such a
huge level.”
Last year, Turner spoke on
behalf of his father, who has
some medical issues, and occasional dementia. Finding out
this year that he would be joining his father in the hall of fame
this year was not only a shock,
but humbling.

“I’m still questioning whether or not I’m worthy of such
an honor. I don’t feel that I
have the resume of some of
the other guys that are in that
hall of fame, and careers spanning 50 years. But it’s a great
honor to be considered for it
and be put on the wall with
those guys. Humbled, I think, is
the best way to describe how I
feel about it,” stated Turner.
Additionally, the fact that
he’ll forever share the honor
with his father just makes the
honor that much sweeter.
“I believe we’re the first
father-son inductees in Iowa.
We found out as a family at
Easter dinner with the family,
and my dad was there having
dinner with us, so that was very
cool,” said Turner.
Turner will be inducted during a special fly-in ceremony on
Aug. 27.

perfectly normal for the young to be alone or
unattended during the daylight hours.
Nevertheless, whenever a newborn fawn
or a nest full of baby cottontails or raccoons
is discovered by a human, it quite often is
assumed that the animals are orphaned. The
youngster’s fate is usually sealed when it is
promptly “rescued from the wild.”
Many wildlife babies die soon after capture from the stress of being handled, talked
to, and placed into the unfamiliar surroundings of a slick sided cardboard box. Should
the animal have the misfortune of surviving
this trauma, they often succumb more slowly
to starvation from improper nourishment,
pneumonia, or other human caused sicknesses.
Whether they are adults or young, all species of wildlife have highly specific needs
for survival. “Rescuing a baby from its
mother” not only shows bad judgment, it
also is illegal.
Observing wildlife in its natural habitat
is always a unique privilege. Taking a good
photo or two provides an even more lasting
memory. But once you’ve done that, let well
enough alone. Leave wildlife babies where
they belong - in the wild.
A list of wildlife rehabilitators is available
online at iowadnr.gov/Conservation/IowasWildlife.

Opening in late May

Work continues on the interior of the combo Dollar Tree
and Family Dollar store in Red Oak. Kayleigh Campbell,
investor relations for Dollar Tree, Inc., said the store is
scheduled to open by late May. It will employ six to 10
people. (Tess Nelson/Red Oak Express)
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Cindi Perdue, 61
Cindi Marie Perdue, 61, passed away April 21,
2022, near Bradshaw, Neb.
Cindi Perdue was born June 23, 1960, in Red
Oak, to Lorell “Gene” and Virginia Alyce (Sears)
Viner.
Cindi grew up in Red Oak, where she attended
Red Oak Community High School and graduated
with the Class of 1978. On March 5, 1979, Cindi
was united in marriage to the love of her life, Doug
Perdue at the Wales Presbyterian Church in Wales,
Iowa, and to this union two children were born,
Miranda and Jason.
The couple moved to Oregon, Ill., in January of 1988, where she did
daycare for many years until her kids were older. She then began working at Spectrum Meats until the family moved to Nebraska in 2001. Cindi
worked at CVA until 2009, when she began working at Polk County Rural
Public Power District.
She loved her grandchildren fiercely and never missed a game or activity. Cindi was known for always having her camera in hand, capturing
special family photos at each event. She was always cheering her grandchildren on proudly at their various activities. Cindi was a strong, Christian
woman and very giving. She was passionate about blood donation and gave
on a regular basis. Cindi and Doug loved to travel with family and friends.
She loved spending time outdoors whether it was gardening or helping
Doug on the farm. Cindi was a member of the Evangelical Covenant
Church in Stromsburg.
Cindi was preceded in death by her mother, Ginger Viner; and fatherin-law, Virden Perdue.
Survivors cherishing her memory include her husband, Doug Perdue,
Bradshaw, Neb.; daughter and son-in-law, Miranda and Chris Martin,
Benedict, Neb.; son and daughter-in-law, Jason and Karah Perdue, York,
Neb.; seven grandchildren, Harley, Axton and Zander Martin, all of Benedict, and Annah, Lane, Bennet and Jase Perdue, all of York; father, Gene
Viner, Red Oak; three siblings, Wayne and wife, Kathy Viner, Madison,
Wis., Vicki and husband, Mike Sellers, Red Oak; and Wendi and husband,
Doug Harris, Bellevue, Neb.; mother-in-law, Jo Perdue, Red Oak; sistersin-law, Sara and husband, Ron DeMarce, Red Oak; Suzann and husband,
Ken Fath, Dawsonville, Ga.; brother-in-law, Bradley and wife, Jill Perdue,
Seward, Neb.; numerous aunts, uncles, nieces, nephews, cousins and a host
of friends. To this obituary we add our thoughts, prayers and memories of
a life shared with Cindi.
Funeral services will be held at 10 a.m. Wednesday, April 27, 2022, at
the Evangelical Covenant Church in Stromsburg, Neb., with Pastor Craig
Pinley officiating the service. Graveside and interment services will follow
at St. Joseph’s Catholic Cemetery in York, Neb.
Memorial contributions may be made to the Perdue family for future
designations. Zabka-Perdue Funeral Home in Seward, Neb., has been
entrusted with the arrangements.

Michael Springer, 81
Michael Springer, 81, Creston, died Monday, Nov. 22, 2021, at the
Clearview Home in Mount Ayr.
Michael Lester Springer was born July 8, 1940, to Lester and Joy (Nelson) Springer in Newton.
Michael was preceded in death by his son, Samuel Springer.
He is survived by his wife, Debra Springer; daughters, Jessica Duncan,
Susan Meyer and Sarah Magnuson; and three grandchildren,
Services will be at 10:30 a.m. Saturday, April 30, 2022, at the Bethesda
Lutheran Church, northwest of Clarinda. Online condolences may be given
at powersfh.com.

Law and Order

Shirley DeWitt, Red Oak Pactolus
Park Addition Blk 7 Lts 9-10.
• Patrick and Brooke Doyle to
Patrick and Brook Doyle, 6-71-39
Lt 1 Parcel A.

COURT OFFICER’S
DEED

The following events were filed with
the Red Oak, Montgomery County,
State of Iowa, or other government
offices. In regard to law enforcement and judicial activities, all parties are presumed innocent until
proven guilty, and other details
may be available at iowacourts.
state.ia.us.

Editor’s note: In the April 20,
2022 issue, Kenton Schooling of
Council Bluffs was listed as driving while license denied, suspended, cancelled or revoked. However, this information was incorrect.
We apologize for the error.

REAL ESTATE
WARRANTY DEED

• Justin Hall to Phyllis Heim,
Red Oak Northeastern Addition
OLT2.
• Marlene and Greg Taylor to

• Helen Archer Estate and
Shirley DeWitt, Executor to Shirley DeWitt and Marlene Taylor,
Red Oak Pactolus Park Addition
Blk 7 Lts 9-10.

QUIT CLAIM DEED

• City of Villisca to Greg and
Kimberly Davison, Villisca Stoddard Addition Lt 5.
• Greg Woods to Greg Woods
Revocable Trust and Ryan Woods,
Trustee, 6-71-37, Red Oak Quinby Addition Blk 3 Lts 1-2.

MORTGAGE

• Shelley and David Bergren to
Rocket Mortgage LLC, Mortgage
Electronic Registration Systems
Inc., and MERS, Red Oak Northeastern Addition Blk 80 Lt 3.
• Phyllis Heim to Bank Iowa,
Mortgage Electronic Registration
Systems Inc., and MERS, Red
Oak Northeastern Addition OLT
2.
• John and Kristina Larson to
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debra “debbie” blackwell, 63

Lee Grismore, 83
Lee Arthur Grismore, 83, Red Oak,
passed away Thursday, April 21, 2022,
at the Montgomery County Memorial
Hospital. Lee was born Oct. 8, 1938, in
Corydon, the son of Woodrow and Cleo
(Couchman) Grismore. The family lived
many different places before settling in
San Antonio, Texas, where Lee graduated from Breckenridge High School in
1956.
He moved to Omaha, Neb. after high
school and worked as an auto mechanic. He then served in the
U.S. Army during Korea. He returned to Omaha and was united
in marriage to Delores Pflaster on Jan. 29, 1966. He worked for
Ramer Motors until moving to Red Oak in 1968, purchasing a
motorcycle business which became Lee’s Honda and Yamaha.
They built a new building and moved the business in 1972. He
sold out in 1986 and was a bus driver for Red Oak Community
School District until his retirement.
Lee attended Grace Baptist Church. His hobbies included
old cars and motorcycles, going to car shows, traveling, and
spending time with his family. He spent many hours helping
Ben Moffett restoring his old car.
Preceding him in death were his parents; brother, Leslie
Grismore; father-in-law and mother-in-law, Harry and Donna
Pflaster; brothers-in-law, Glen Trotter and Jim Pflaster; and
nephew, Brandon Grismore.
Survivors include his wife, Delores Grismore of Red Oak;
daughters, Sonya Wagaman and Ben Moffett of Red Oak and
Susan Adams and husband David of Griswold; grandchildren,
Parker Wagaman of Red Oak; Savanna Moffett of St. Joseph,
Mo.; and Addison and Carsyn Adams of Griswold; siblings,
Myrna Engel and husband Bob of Denver, Colo.; Jeanette Solberg and husband Gene of Knoxville, Tenn.; Walter Grismore
and wife Judy of Omaha, Neb.; Paulette Kirby and husband
Jim of Rio Rica, Ariz.; and Miles Grismore and wife Mary of
Ankeny; sister-in-law, Colleen Grismore of Red Oak; brothersin-law, Richard Pflaster and wife Diane of Cozad, Neb.; Larry
Pflaster and wife Linda of Cozad, Neb.; and Andy Pflaster
and wife Cathy of Cozad, Neb.; and many other relatives and
friends.
Funeral services were held Tuesday, April 26, 2022, at the
Grace Baptist Church. Burial was in the Evergreen Cemetery.
Nelson-Boylan-LeRette Funeral Chapel is in charge of
arrangements.

Dorothy Schrage, 101
Dorothy Schrage, 101, Red Oak, passed away March 7,
2022, at Arlington Place in Red Oak.
Survivors include her sons, Stephen Schrage of Oak Park
Heights, Minn., and Richard Schrage of Yuma, Ariz.; three
grandchildren; and four great-grandchildren.
Graveside memorial services will be held at 11 a.m. Saturday, May 7, 2022, at the Evergreen Cemetery in Red Oak.
Nelson-Boylan-LeRette Funeral Chapel is in charge of
arrangements.

Veridian Credit Union, Red Oak
Hillside Addition Blk 1 Lts 1-4.
• Jordan Nigh to Bank Iowa,
Red Oak Victory Park Addition
Blk 10 Lts 3-4.
• Andrea Mackey and Andrea
and Michael Thomas to Mortgage
Electronic Registration Systems
Inc., MERS, and US Bank National Association, Red Oak Eastern
Slopes IV Lt 18.

MOD/AMENDMENT OF
MORTGAGE

• Justin Miner and Lexis Holmgren to Houghton State Bank,
modification.

SMALL CLAIMS
• General Collection Co. vs.
Marcus Boyce, Huxley, and Roxann Boyce, Red Oak, judgment
default in favor of the plantiff,
$3,075 with 3.13% interest from
April 21, plus costs.
• Montgomery County Sheriff
vs. Shelby Olivares, Red Oak,
judgment default in favor of the
plantiff, $75 with 3.13% interest
from April 21.
• Montgomery County Sheriff
vs. David Wells, Red Oak, judgment default in favor of the plantiff, $50 with 3.13% interest from

Debra “Debbie” Blackwell, 63, of Council Bluffs,
formerly of Red Oak, passed away Monday, April 18,
2022, at the Community Memorial Hospital, Missouri
Valley.
Debra Sue “Debbie” Blackwell, the daughter of Leo
and Joyce (Lindquist) Blackwell, was born July 2, 1958,
at Red Oak. Debbie lived most of her life in Red Oak.
She attended school in Red Oak, worked various jobs
and loved swimming. For a time, she did live in Griswold, Carroll, Des Moines, Ankeny and Yankton, S.D.,
with the last two years in Council Bluffs.
Debbie enjoyed spending time with family over meals, taking trips to the
casino, and playing games on her tablet. She looked forward to all the holidays, with Christmas being her favorite. Debbie was preceded in death by her
parents.
Debbie is survived by her children, David Meyers of Madison, Wis.; Tracy
Bozwell of Red Oak; Jennifer Clark of Plattsmouth, Neb.; and Jason Rush of
Elliott; eight grandchildren; a great-grandchild; sisters, Lisa Speed-Ross of
Council Bluffs; Sandy Darnold of Glenwood; and half sister, Betty Blackwell
of Red Oak; nieces, nephews, other relatives and friends.
May God bless her memory and give strength to those who mourn.
A Private Family Memorial Graveside service will be held at a later date.
Remembrances and condolences may be shared with the family at sldfuneralhome.com.
Sellergren-Lindell-DeMarce Funeral Home is assisting the family with
Debbie’s services.

Thomas “Harold” vanmeter, 81
Thomas “Harold” VanMeter, 81, Red Oak, passed
away Tuesday, April 19, 2022, at the Montgomery
County Memorial Hospital.
Harold was born March 19, 1941, in Harlan, the son
of George and Lois (Lundy) VanMeter. He was raised
in the Randolph, Tabor, and Malvern area. He attended
Spring Valley Country School through the eighth grade
and graduated from Malvern High School in 1958.
He was united in marriage to Janice Clark on Aug. 8,
1959, in Strahan. Harold and Janice lived across the road
from his parents, and Harold farmed with his dad until moving to the Wales,
Iowa, area in 1970 where he farmed the rest of his life. Harold and Janice
moved into Red Oak 12 years ago.
Harold was a 46-year lifetime member of the Red Oak Elks Lodge, former
Classy Chassis Car Club member, Farm Bureau member and served many
years as a 4-H leader for the Lincoln Hustlers. He enjoyed old cars, car shows,
farm shows, camping, and reading Louis L’Amour books.
Preceding him in death were his parents.
Survivors include his wife, Janice VanMeter of Red Oak; daughter, Christine Adams and husband Dwayne of Wales; son, Brian VanMeter and wife
Tammi of Red Oak; grandchildren, Heather Adams of Wales; Shane Adams
of Red Oak; Hayden VanMeter of Red Oak; and Katie VanMeter of Red Oak;
great-granddaughter, Sophia Adams of Wales; sister-in-law, Elaine Campbell
of Lincoln, Neb.; many nieces and nephews including nephew, Jeremy Clark
and Angie Quist of Red Oak; and many other relatives and friends.
Burial will be at a later date at the Evergreen Cemetery. Memorials are
suggested to the Red Oak Volunteer Fire and Rescue Association or the Red
Oak Elks Lodge.
Nelson-Boylan-LeRette Funeral Chapel is in charge of arrangements.

April 21.
• Montgomery County Sheriff
vs. Paul Lemburg II, Red Oak,
judgment default in favor of the
plantiff, $2,250 with 3.13% interest from April 21.
• General Collection Co. vs
Desiree and Joshua Webber, Red
Oak, judgment default in favor
of the plaintiff, $1,060.60 with
3.13% interest from April 19, plus
costs.

Arrests

• Filed April 18, Dale Rasmussen, 57, Randolph, assault
– displaying dangerous weapon,
$2,000 bond.
• Filed April 22, Markus Johnson, 46, Red Oak, theft third
degree, $2,000 bond.
• Filed April 24, Reginald
Slauter, 57, Red Oak, domestic
abuse assault first offense, held on
no bond.

CRIMINAL

• Aggravated, State of Iowa vs.
Dale Rasmussen, 57, Randolph,
assault while displaying dangerous weapon.
• Felony, State of Iowa vs.
Kenneth Huber, 64, Lenox, possession of a controlled substance
- methamphetamine, first offense,

Publications Highlight Various Perennials and Annuals to Enjoy
From ISU Extension

Ranging from zinnias to African violets to outdoor perennials,
several newly updated publications from Iowa State University
Extension and Outreach horticulture specialist Cynthia Haynes
address advice for optimal success in the garden.
For those looking to stay indoors, a publication regarding African
violets is an excellent choice. “African violets are one of America’s
most popular houseplants and can bloom almost continuously under
the proper growing conditions indoors,” explained Haynes.
These bright and colorful houseplants are frequently available
at grocery stores and garden centers, and come in a wide variety of
colors, petal shapes, sizes and leaf forms and patterns.
“They are relatively easy to grow, but require consistent care,”
added Haynes.
As for those hoping to venture out into the garden, zinnias are
great options. Zinnias are one of the easiest annuals to grow from
seed and should bloom 8-12 weeks after sowing. A wide variety of
brightly colored flowers are commercially available, and they are
easy to grow and keep beautiful.
Annual vines are also a great garden option, especially for concealing otherwise hard to hide areas in the garden, such as fences
and walls. “Vines are ideal for creating a temporary, natural screen
for privacy or against sun, wind or unattractive views,” said Haynes.
“They also can create a welcoming habitat for small birds.”
Finally, for those planning ahead for later in the season, two
new publications offer advice for late-season gardening. One outlines several attractive additions to a late-season garden, including
salvia, goldenrod and New York aster. The other offers advice for
growing and overwintering tender perennials, which must be dug
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in the fall and stored indoors during the harsh Iowa winter. “Late
Season Perennial Flowers” and “Growing and Overwintering Tender
Perennials” are both available for free on the extension store website,
store.extension.iastate.edu/Default.aspx.
Other publications offering gardening advice can also be found on
the Iowa State University Extension Store.

$430 fine.
• Simple misdemeanor, State
of Iowa vs. David Hughes, Jr., 43,
Red Oak, violation of no contact/
protective order - contempt.
• Simple misdemeanor, State
of Iowa vs. Trevor Pierson, 31,
Elliott, theft fifth degree.

OWI

• State of Iowa vs. Aayla Larson, 19, Hinton, probation violation.
• State of Iowa vs. Tempest
Jackson, 36, Council Bluffs, first
offense, deferred judgment, one
year informal probation.

TRAFFIC

• Luis Arcia Loredo, Elliott,
failure to obey stop sign and yield
right of way.
• Krysten Ring, Red Oak,
speeding.
• Randell Osborn, Tingley,
operation without registration
card or plate.
• James Dunkerson II, Red
Oak, registration violation.
• Brendon Nenneman, Red
Oak, failure to maintain or use

safety belts.
• Paige Brown, Papillion, Neb.,
speeding.
• Christian Terry, Essex, operating non-registered vehicle.
• Klaire Cross, Council Bluffs,
speeding, two counts.
• Shannon Gochenour, Malvern, operation without registration card or plate.
• Bryceton Harrison, Red Oak,
registration violation.
• Charity Boulton, Red Oak,
failure to maintain registration
plate.
• Reagan Nissen Eubank, Red
Oak, failure to maintain registration plate.
• Samantha Adams, Omaha,
Neb., speeding.
• Vince Abraham, Villisca,
speeding.
• Anthony Daffer, Red Oak,
improper registration plate lamp.
• Brennen Bashus, Plattsmouth, Neb., speeding.
• Reynaldo Hernandez Ramos,
Red Oak, speeding.
• Nevi Zerkle, Clarinda, operation without registration card or
plate.
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Letters to the Editor

The Red Oak Express supports healthy community discourse and encourages readers to submit a letter to the
editor. Letters must be signed and include a phone number for verification purposes. They can be submitted by
mail or dropped off at 2012 Commerce Drive, Red Oak, Iowa, 51566, or emailed to news@redoakexpress.com, or
entered through our website at redoakexpress.com. Letters should be concise and centered on a single topic. All
letters are subject to editing for length, taste, accuracy, liability, or other reasons. The Express is under no obligation
to print any letter. If you have questions, contact the Express office at 712-623-2566 or news@redoakexpress.com.

The Time Capsule | Roy maRshall

When popcorn went to the movies

I

n 1916, the Mitchell Candy Kitchen in Red Oak
advertised their acquisition of a mechanical
device that popped corn, salted and added butter
“all to perfection.” This glass-fronted miracle also
roasted peanuts. “Perfect popcorn” sold for 5 cents
a bag.
A year later a fellow with a memorable name,
Harry Shank, (son of Frank Shank), was operating
a “Popcorn Wagon” near the Beardsley Theater
in downtown Red Oak. On nights when the Red
Cross had benefit picture shows, four Red Oak
girls – Julia Hysham, Josephine Cochrane, Helen
Murchie and Mary Pilkington (young activists who
later lobbied the streets for women’s suffrage)were buying bags of popcorn and reselling them
in the Beardsley. Proceeds went to the Red Cross
WWI Relief Fund. Shank, who later served in that
war, was selling to the girls at 4 cents a bag. What
they charged in the theater was not disclosed, but a
few evenings that summer yielded $63. This, probably the first popcorn sold in a Red Oak theater,
went great with a silent cliff-hanger and netted an
amount equal to $1,500 today (a working man in
1917 might make $100 a month). The experience
should have tipped someone off to the potential of
popcorn in theaters, but this didn’t become common until 20 years later.
The Sun, in August of 1919, published a news
item noting that stalks of corn were growing on
the sidewalk at 3rd and Coolbaugh. To read the

story is to learn the plants
were artificial, placed
there by the operator of a
“Popcorn Wagon” operating at that address.
There was a good deal
more foot traffic around
the square then than
now, and the business
must have been successful as we see references
to a downtown “Popcorn
Wagon” several times

through the 1920s.
Popcorn Wagons, and the popper/roaster in
Mitchell’s Candy Kitchen, were probably all from
the same manufacturer. In the 1890s a Chicago
entrepreneur named Charles Cretors invented a
steam powered machine designed to both pop corn
and roast peanuts (imagine a steam engine chugging away to pop corn). In addition to putting one
in his store, he made and used a model on wheels.
Cretors patented his inventions and was soon selling them throughout the Midwest.
Montgomery County was big on popcorn. An
article from 1927 tells us a boxcar loaded with
47,000 pounds, all raised nearby, was part of a
train leaving Red Oak on the northbound track
enroute the Spencer Popcorn Company. Now,
47,000 pounds of corn is nothing today, but keep

GRassley Q/a| u.s. sen. ChaRles GRassley

for his patented variety.
His dorky appearance, enhanced by a bow tie,
wavy silver hair parted in the middle and ‘50s style
plastic rimmed glasses, landed him a spot on a late
night TV show. He endeared himself by appearing
nervous, bashful and out-of-place. He said he paid
an advertising agency $12,000 to find a name for
his company, and they came up with the same idea
his mother had 80 years earlier.
Viewers loved him, his popcorn sales soared.
He charged up to four times as much, but consumers paid the price. Redenbacher became wealthy,
then sold out and retired to California. Megacorporations developed other hybrids that popped
just as big. Yellow and large white, hulls included, dominated the market and the authentic old
Japanese Hulless is now hard to find.
My parents and grandparents grew it, and the
tender little kernels were the tastiest I’ve had. Wife
and I raised it for a few years, then stopped, and
now I can’t find seed. I’ve twice been duped by
garden seed companies, wasting two growing seasons to get regular white popcorn; not the authentic
old Japanese Hulless. If we have a reader who
raises it, let me know. I’ll pay a fair price for seed
or my name isn’t Orville Redenbacher.
Roy Marshall is a local historian and columnist
for the Red Oak Express. He can be contacted at
news@redoakexpress.com.

BRass TaCks| BaRB kalBaCh

Sexual Assault Awareness and Prevention

Q: How are you working to improve support
and services for victims of sexual assault?
A: As former chairman and current ranking
member of the Senate Judiciary Committee, I’m
continuing my years long advocacy and leadership in the 117th Congress to help prevent sexual
violence and ensure survivors of sexual assault
and workplace harassment are empowered to seek
justice and live their lives with dignity, hope, healing and recovery. In 2016, I steered the Survivors’
Bill of Rights Act through Congress. It secured
new protections for survivors of criminal sexual
violence. The federal law provides that victims
can’t be denied or charged for sexual assault
exams; extends the time period to preserve forensic evidence; and extends the length of time child
survivors of human trafficking crimes may file suit
against their perpetrators. In this Congress, I’m
working with Sen. Jeanne Shaheen to build upon
the 2016 law with the Survivors’ Bill of Rights in
the States Act. Our bipartisan bill would encourage states to apply the same standards across the
country and expand resources for services and
programs in rape crisis centers and sexual assault
victim service providers in local communities
across America. I’m also leading a bipartisan
coalition with Sen. Dianne Feinstein to recognize
April as Sexual Assault Awareness and Prevention
Month. Our resolution assures survivors that we
stand in solidarity with them, many of whom carry
the stigma and trauma of harassment, abuse and
assault in silence. As society continues to wipe
away the perception of shame and embarrassment,
we must continue to empower survivors to speak
out and seek justice and ensure our criminal justice system has the tools to prevent and prosecute
crimes of sexual violence. We must treat survivors
with dignity and allow them to be heard and seek
justice no matter where the trauma occurs, at
home, in the workplace, online, college campuses
or in the U.S. military.
According to the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention, nearly one in five women experiences rape or attempted rape at some point in their
lives. Nearly 44 percent of women and approximately one-quarter of all men experience some
form of sexual violence in their lifetimes. That is a
chilling statistic for every U.S. household to digest.
It puts loved ones, friends, co-workers and neighbors in the victim pool. As a society, we must do
more to keep our homes, streets and places of work
safe and free from harassment. At the policymaking tables, I’ll continue my work to pave the way

in mind this was open pollinated popcorn, not
the latest hybrid field corn. Farmers used neither
chemicals nor manufactured fertilizer, and picking/
husking was by hand.
If there was a debate about popcorn in the
1920s, it had to do with variety. Farmers were paid
about $1.25-1.50 per hundred pounds for yellow;
perhaps a dollar per hundred more for the popular
white variety, Japanese Hulless.
Hulls were as annoying then as now. “Hulless”
really isn’t, but has thin, fragile hulls that disintegrate when popped. Introduced in this country
in about 1915, it became extremely popular with
home gardeners, but not so much with vendors.
Vendors preferred yellow because it cost less,
popped bigger and took fewer kernels to fill a
bag. Their sales increased during the Depression
because popcorn was cheaper than other snacks.
Theaters started selling it and found the reception
so good they could cut the price of tickets and make
their money on popcorn.
Another big boost for the yellow variety came
in the l960s. An Indiana farmer named Orville
Redenbacher produced a hybrid yellow that
popped out noticeably larger than the competition.
Redenbacher claimed his popped “44% bigger or
my name isn’t Orville Redenbacher.” He packaged
in glass jars, which maintains moisture content longer, and delivered to local grocery stores. Seeking
to expand, he hired a PR firm to find a catchy name

to justice, healing and
recovery for survivors.

Q: What new
changes in federal
law allow survivors
to have their day in
court?
A: The Senate
voted overwhelmingly to send landmark
bipartisan legislation I co-sponsored to
the president’s desk in February. The Ending
Forced Arbitration of Sexual Assault and Sexual
Harassment Act ensures survivors of sexual
harassment and sexual assault are no longer forced
to seek justice behind closed doors in mandatory
arbitration. This is a watershed moment for survivors whose voices have been muted for years in
our system of justice. Forced arbitration clauses in
the workplace are no longer valid. It will prevent
perpetrators from abhorrent misconduct without
facing public accountability. By taking away the
ability for offenders to rinse and repeat their transgressions because of a secretive, biased process,
the new law will serve as a deterrent effect and give
survivors the opportunity to have their day in court
to seek justice and accountability. For too long,
forced arbitration clauses were buried in employment contracts, nursing home agreements and
elsewhere. Our bill represents a shift in the public
square and sends a message to repeat offenders.
Workplace harassment and sexual assaults aren’t
going to be swept under the rug.
I applaud those who have courageously stepped
forward to tell their story, including my friend and
colleague Sen. Joni Ernst. She teamed up with
me and Sen. Kirsten Gillibrand to root out sexual
violence in the U.S. military and change the status
quo. Although I’m glad some of our measures
were included in last year’s defense authorization
bill, we will continue working to get our reforms
that move sexual assault cases fully out of the
chain of command to independent military prosecutors across the finish line. We must do much
more to prevent sexual violence in the military and
support our men and women in uniform to deliver
the justice they deserve.

Brass Tacks for Rural Iowa commentary
Rural Iowans know that our infrastructure is
in a sorry state. After years of disinvestment and
neglect, many of our roads and bridges are crumbling, water systems are failing, and tens of thousands of us still lack reliable internet.
President Biden visited rural Iowa on April
12th, announcing a “Rural Playbook” that provides resources to make sure rural communities
get our fair share of federal infrastructure funding.
You wouldn’t know any of this if you follow
the national political coverage of Biden’s visit.
Instead, coverage focused on announced support
for the ethanol industry. The White House deserves
some of the blame for this confusion. If the main
point of a speech was meant to be rural infrastructure, it would have been smarter for Biden to speak
at a failing rural water plant or bridge construction
site than an ethanol plant in Menlo.
Iowa’s ethanol industry is controversial right
now for another reason: federal infrastructure
funding could be used to support privately-owned
CO² pipelines. These proposed CO² pipelines are
a false climate solution that Iowa’s political class
is trying to force through the state with a combination of federal subsidies and eminent domain.

All over rural Iowa, regular people are fighting back against this power grab by saying “no”
to eminent domain for private gain. In fact, a
recent poll of 950 Northwest Iowans conducted by
Change Research for Food and Water Watch found
that 80% of Iowa voters oppose allowing private
corporations to use eminent domain to build proposed carbon pipelines.
It’s clear to me that a vast majority of rural
Iowans are in favor of spending federal dollars to
fix the infrastructure, including almost every Iowa
CCI member I work with throughout the state.
Let’s do the popular work of fixing our water
infrastructure, building better and more affordable
internet, and improving our transportation system. But we need our political leaders, including
Governor Kim Reynolds, to do the right thing and
make sure infrastructure spending isn’t used to
prop up the profits of Iowa’s corporate agribusiness elite.
Barb Kalbach is a 4th generation family farmer,
Registered Nurse, and board member of Iowa
Citizens for Community Improvement. Barb can be
reached at barbnealkalbach@gmail.com.

Charles Grassley has served as one of Iowa’s U.S.
Senators since 1981. Contact Sen. Chuck Grassley
at grassley.senate.gov/contact
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28 April

8 a.m. to noon: Leadership
Red Oak, Red Oak Chamber
and Industry Association
12:30 p.m. Bingo, Red Oak
Senior Center, 2700 N. 4th St.
Call 712-623-3497 or Carolyn
402-926-8683 for more information.
4 p.m., Community Prayer
Time, Fountain Square Park.
Call Bonnie at 623-4759.
6-9 p.m., Villisca Jam and
Dance at the Villisca Community Building, 207 S. 3rd Ave.,
potluck supper at 7:15 p.m.,
admission $6.
7 p.m., Alcoholics Anonymous, Bethlehem Lutheran
Church, 1101 Summit St.

29 April

5:30 p.m., Alcoholics Anonymous, Bethlehem Lutheran
Church, 1101 Summit St.
5 to 7:30 p.m., Healthy Kids
Day, Montgomery County Family YMCA, 101 E. Cherry St.,
food, drinks, events, free admission
6 p.m., Trivia Night at the
Five One 8, 518 N. 4th St.
7 p.m., “Uncharted,” theatre
#1; “The Lost City,” theatre #2;
Red Oak Grand Theatre.

30 April

10 a.m. to 3 p.m, Southwest
Iowa football combine for kids
in 9th-12th grades, hosted by
the Montgomery County Family
YMCA, Russ Benda Field.
4 p.m. to 10 p.m., HaddenDavis Benefit, Essex School,
111 Forbes St.
6:45 p.m., Skona Maj singers
at the Swedish Heritage and Cultural Museum in Stanton, 410
Hilltop Ave.
7 p.m.,“Uncharted,” theatre
#1; “The Lost City,” theatre #2;
Red Oak Grand Theatre.

The Red Oak Express

National Day of Prayer proclamation

Welcome, Lindsey

The
Montgomery
County Soil and Water
Conservation District is welcoming Lindsey Huntsman,
State Technician to the Red
Oak Field office. Huntsman
grew up in Emerson, graduating from East Mills High
School. After high school,
Lindsey attended Iowa
Western Community and
Northwest Missouri State
University,
graduating
with a Bachelors degree
in Parks and Recreation
Management.
Lindsey
enjoys time outdoors with
her three dogs, friends, and
family. (Photo submitted)

May

2 and 7 p.m., “Uncharted,”
theatre #1; “The Lost City,” theatre #2; Red Oak Grand Theatre.
5 to 7 p.m., Pancake feed,
Stanton Fire Department, 205
Broad Ave.
5:30 p.m., Alcoholics Anonymous, Bethlehem Lutheran
Church, 1101 Summit St.

2

May

12:30 p.m. Bingo, Red Oak
Senior Center, 2700 N. 4th St.
Call 712-623-3497 or Carolyn
402-926-8683 for more information.
5:30 p.m., Red Oak City
Council meeting, Red Oak Fire
Station, or via Zoom.
7 p.m., Alcoholics Anonymous, Bethlehem Lutheran
Church, 1101 Summit St.

3

May

8:30 a.m., Montgomery
County Supervisors, North
Meeting Room in courthouse
basement, open to public.
Noon, Rotary Club meeting. For location, go to https://
rotarydistrict5650.org/clubinfo/
red-oak.
1 p.m., Card games (pitch
and/or cribbage) Red Oak
Senior Center, 2700 N. 4th St.
Call 712-623-3497 or Carolyn
402-926-8683 for more information.

4

May
1:30-5 p.m., Christ’s Cupboard Food Pantry and Clothing
Cupboard, 206 E. Coolbaugh St.
Donations accepted 1-5 p.m. at
back door.
6 p.m., Bright and Beautiful Beginnings Nest class for
expecting mothers, Montgomery
County Extension Office, 400
Bridge St.

Happy
Anniversary!

5A

Red Oak Mayor Shawnna Silvius signs a proclamation naming
May 5 as being National Day of Prayer in Red Oak. (Photo submitted)

SCORE May webinars announced
The Greater Omaha SCORE
chapter,
which
includes
Montgomery, Page, Taylor, and
Adams counties, has announced
its May series of live webinars.
The webinars allow attendees to learn from experts with
SCORE’s small business training
workshops.
There is no cost to attend
any of these upcoming webinars. Webinars that will be taking
place this month include:
May 12, noon: “Boom!
Explode Your Business by
Getting Clients With Bigger
Budgets.”
May 17, noon: “Your
Roadmap to Success - How to
Create a Business Plan.”
May 19, noon: “Expert

Insights for Asian American and
Pacific Islander Small Business
Owners.”
May 24, noon: “May 24: You
Created a Business Plan, Now
What?”
May 31, noon: “How to Find
Grant Opportunities for Your
Small Business.”
See omaha.score.org/content/
take-workshop-242 for more
information and registration.
All webinars are recorded and
available at score.org/recordedwebinars.
The local SCORE chapter is
located at the Small Business
Administration (SBA) office,
10675 Bedford Ave., Suite 100,
Omaha, NE, 68134; 402- 2213606, omaha.score.org.

Skona Maj Singers in Stanton on April 30

The Skona Maj singers will
again be called upon to bring
a cappella male voices to the
streets of Stanton as May arrives.
Members of the Stanton community and the surrounding area
are invited to come sing with

them.
The singers will meet at the
Swedish Heritage and Cultural
Center on April 30 at 6:45 p.m.
for rehearsal before singing on
the streets of Stanton

Hadden-Davis benefit April 30 in Essex
A special beneift will be
held to raise money for medical
expenses for two Essex natives.
Chase Hadden and Caleb
Davis were seriously injured in
an ATV accident in December
of last year, resulting in surgery.
Community members in
Essex have banded together to
host a fundraiser at the Essex
Community School from 4 to 7
p.m. on April 30.
A meal and silent auction

will begin the event at 4 p.m.,
and a live auction will follow at
7 p.m. Prior to the live auction,
the silent auction winners will
be announced.
Anyone wishing to donate
directly may do so by dropping
it off at the Tri-Valley Bank in
Essex.
Monetary donations can also
be mained to event organizer
Shane Franks at P.o. Box 381,
Essex, IA, 51638.

National Day of Prayer breakfast May 5
The 19th Annual National
Day of Prayer Breakfast is
scheduled for next week.
The breakfast will start at
6:30 a.m. on Thursday, May
5, at the Gold Fair Building
in Red Oak, 1809 N. 4th St.
A special program will
also be held from 7 to 7:45
a.m., hosted by Kathy Weckwerth with Best Life Ministries. Tickets are $12.50 per
person, or a table of eight
sponsorship is $125. Call
612-3051 for tickets.

Happy Birthday!

Celebrating birthdays this week are:

Celebrating their anniversaries this week are:
Doug and Patty Laire – May 2
Lowell and Jan Burnison – May 2
Congratulations and happy anniversary to you!
To become a member of the free “Anniversary Club,” e-mail
your anniversary (and those of your friends and family) to
news@redoakexpress.com, mail to P.O. Box 377, Red Oak, IA
51566, or drop by our office at 2012 Commerce Dr.

Submit your Memorial Day service
times for the Community page.
Email news@redoakexpress.com
by May 18 at 4 p.m.

Be sure to get your news on the
Community Page by calling 623-2566
or emailing
news@redoakexpress.com.

Bev Palmquist – April 28
Bryan Nelson – April 28
Kenadee Beacham – April 29
Rosemary Anderson – April 29
Blake Bergren – May 1
Sonya Dodson – May 1
Marvin Adolphson—May 1
Marla Williams – May 1
Susan Stewart – May 3
Lanny Sellers – May 4

To be included on the free “Happy Birthday” list, e-mail your
birthday (and those of your friends and family) to news@redonews@redo
akexpress.com, mail to P.O. Box 377, Red Oak, IA 51566, or
drop by our office at 2012 Commerce Dr.

Church Directory
Advent Christian

300 S. 2nd Ave., Villisca, Rev. Jeff
Eason, Sunday School, 9:30 a.m.,
Worship, 10:30 a.m., Celebrate
Recovery, Tuesday, 6:30 p.m.

Assembly Of God

1005 Senate, Red Oak, 623-2174,
Services, 10:30 a.m.

Baptist

The Bridge (First Baptist Church),
406 N. 3rd St., Red Oak, Rev. Len
Taylor, Worship, 11 a.m.
Grace Baptist, 1510 N. 6th St., Red
Oak, Gary D. Walters, Bible class,
10 a.m., Worship, 11 a.m., Worship,
6 p.m.; Wednesday, Prayer, 7 p.m.
Grace Baptist, 525 Main St., Griswold, Victor Maxson, Bible study, 10
a.m., Worship, 11 a.m. Online: 11
a.m. livestream.

Southern Baptist

Crossroads Community Church,
303 E. Oak St., use the alley
entrance, Rev. Ricky Rohrig, Sr.,
Celebration Services with Kids’
Church, 9:23 a.m.,Wednesdays in
the Word, live on Facebook, 6:30
p.m. 712-357-1060, crossroadsredoak.com. Online: 9:45 a.m. approx.
live on Facebook.

Catholic

St. Joseph’s, 131 W. High, Villisca,
Father Eze Venantius Umunnakwe,
Sunday Mass, 8:30 a.m.

Sponsored
by:

St. Mary’s, 1510 Highland Ave.,
Red Oak, Father Lazarus Kirigia,
Saturdays, 5 p.m. (1st, 3rd, 5th
Saturday); Sunday, 10:30 a.m., in
Spanish, 1 p.m.

Christian

First Christian, 1909 Summit St.,
Red Oak, PreKindergarten - Sunday
School, 9:30-10:15 a.m., Fellowship,
10 a.m., Worship, 10:30 a.m. Online: 10:30 a.m. live on Facebook.

Christian & Missionary
Alliance

Citylight Southwest Iowa, 705 Bradford, Emerson. Co-lead pastors Matt
Keller, Tyler Mass. Worship with
children’s church, 10 a.m. in-person
gathering. Online: 10 a.m. live on
Facebook.
Faith Community, 2701 N. 8th St.,
Red Oak, Rev. David MacDonald,
Worship, 9 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. Sunday School for kindergarten-adults,
10:45 a.m..Wednesday activities:
JUMP, Pre-K grade 4, 4-5:20 p.m.
or 6-7:20 p.m. SHOUT, grades 5-6,
4-5:30 p.m. EXIT, grades 7-12,
7-8:30 p.m. Online: 9 a.m. on KCSI,
9 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. Facebook,
also Youtube/Red Oak Faith Community Church.

Church Of Christ

Church Of Christ, Elliott, Sunday
Bible School, 9 a.m., Worship, 10

a.m., Men’s and Women’s Bible
study and breakfast, first Sunday of
the month at 7:30 a.m.
Nishna Church Of Christ, Hwy. 48
North, Red Oak, Teaching Pastor:
Kelvin Jones, Sunday School 9:30
a.m., Worship, 10:30 a.m.

Church Of the Nazarene

Red Oak, 401 E. Prospect St., Rev.
Lori Lathrop. Radio ministry, 8:30
a.m., worship with children’s church
at 10:30 a.m.

Covenant

Evangelical, Rev. Matt King, 308
Eastern, Stanton, Sunday School
9:30 a.m., Worship, 10:45 a.m.
Online: 10:45 a.m. live on Facebook
and later on Youtube.
Faith Covenant Church, 212 Alice
St., Essex, Pastor Gordon Scott,
Pastor Staci Shearer, Worship, 8:30
a.m.
First Covenant, Rev. Alan Dean,
pastor, 3rd & Hammond, Red Oak,
Worship, 9:30 a.m.

Jehovah’s Witness

210 Argus Road, Shenandoah,
Thursday, 7:30 p.m.; Sunday, 10
a.m., public Bible discourse.

Lutheran

Bethesda Lutheran, Rural Clarinda.
Worship 9:30 a.m. Worship, Sunday
School 10:30 a.m.
Bethlehem Lutheran, 1101 Summit

Belt Auto Center & Trailer Sales
623-2538

St., Red Oak, Rev. Jennifer YeskeDrown, Sunday worship, 11 a.m.,
evening service 4 p.m.
Strand Evangelical, Rural Villisca,
Rev. Marietta Nelson-Bittle, Worship,
9:45 a.m.
Fremont Lutheran (Nyman), 1147
Ironwood Ave, Red Oak, Pastor Ann
Albert, Worship, 9:30 a.m., Sunday
School, 10:30 a.m.
Mamrelund Lutheran, 410
Eastern Ave., Stanton, Rev. Eric
Kutzli,Sunday School and Confirmation, 9:15 a.m., Worship, 10:30
a.m. Online: 9:30 a.m. FMTC Cable
Channel 1, also live on Facebook.
Mt. Calvary, 107 S. 5th, Villisca, Jerome Wagoner, Worship, 9:00 a.m.
Tabor Lutheran, 1711 Q Ave.,
Stanton, Worship, 8:15 a.m., Sunday
School, 9:15 a.m.
Peace Lutheran, (A WELS
Congregation), 411 Church St.,
Shenandoah, Saturday Worship,
5:30 p.m.; Bible and Sunday School,
6:30 p.m.

Non-Denominational

Hope For Life Christian Church,
300 Oak St., 623-6072, Bill Frey,
Pastor, Sunday School, children and
adults, 9 a.m., Worship, 10 a.m. and
7 p.m.; Monday, Daytime - Ladies
Bible Study, 10:30 a.m., Night - Bible
Study, 7 p.m.; Wednesday, Bible
Study, 7 p.m.
Oaks Community Church, 41310

Nelson-Boylan-LeRette
Funeral Chapel - 623-2525

Ellington Rd., Emerson, Rev. Ron
Perry, 712-824-7218, Sunday
School, 10 a.m., Worship, 11 a.m.

Presbyterian

Center Ridge, 1546 N. 110th St.,
Red Oak, Caryn Pedersen, Worship
1 p.m., two times a month. Call 6239023 for more information.
First Presbyterian, 109 S. 3rd Ave.,
Villisca, Rev. Sandra Wainwright,
Sunday School, 9:30 a.m., Worship,
10:30 a.m.
Red Oak Presbyterian, 511 E.
Coolbaugh, PO Box 402, Red Oak,
Caryn Pedersen, redoakpresbyterianchurch.com, Service, 10:30 a.m.
Online: 10:30 a.m. live on Facebook/Red Oak Presbyterian Church

Reformed Evangelical

Heartland Sovereign Grace Church,
new church plant. Bible study
Sunday, 5 p.m., www.swiacrec.com,
contact@swiacrec.com.

United Methodist

First United Methodist, 600 E.
Hammond, Red Oak, Rev. Dr. Eric
Sayonkon, Worship, Sunday, 10:30
a.m.; Youth group Wednesday 6:308 p.m., grades 6-12, snack is served.
Online: 10:30 a.m. fumcro.org; click
on the media tab to see previously
recorded services.
Wesley Chapel UMC, Rev. Carl
Phillips, Worship, 8:45 a.m., Sunday
School, 9:45 a.m.

Houghton State Bank
623-4823

Red Oak Circuit, Linda Westerhold;
Hawthorne, 1248 210th St., Red
Oak, Worship, 10 a.m.; Stratton,
1695 150th St., Red Oak, Worship,
11:15 a.m. Online: 11:15 a.m. live
on Facebook.
Elliott United Methodist, Rev. Terry
McClain, Sunday School, 9 a.m.,
Worship, 10 a.m. Online: 10 a.m.
live on Facebook.
Emerson United Methodist Church,
Rev. Denise Stevens, 801 Bradford
Ave., Emerson, (712) 824-7368,
Sunday School, 9:30 a.m., Worship,
10:30 a.m.
Grant United Methodist, Rev. Jenn
Van Nostrand, Worship services, 9
a.m. Online: 9 a.m. live on Facebook
United Methodist, 203 S. 3rd Ave.,
Villisca, Rev. Jessica Jacobsen,
Sunday School 9:30 a.m., Worship,
10:30 a.m. Online: 10:30 a.m. live
on Facebook.
Strahan United Methodist, Hastings, Rev. David Kwangki Kim,
Worship, 9:30 a.m., Sunday School,
10:30 a.m.

United Church Of Christ

First Congregational, 608 Reed
St., Red Oak, Pastor Jenny Folmar,
Sunday Worship, noon., Outdoors
if weather permits, otherwise in the
chapel. If outdoors, bring your own
lawn chair.

Sellergren•Lindell•DeMarce
Funeral Home - 623-2796

Education

6A The Red Oak Express

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 27, 2022
redoakexpress.com

RO welders take second at welding contest

Stanton FFA students attending the FFA State Leadership conference were, front row, from left:
Marissa Strough, Ella Peterson, Dacey Henneman, Alice Duckett, Allie Sandin, Leah Sandin, and
Ashley Henneman. Back row, from left: Andrea Spencer, Jayden Schwery, Kyle Pastore, Clark
Spencer, Carston Johnson, John Peterson, and Slade Graham, (Photo submitted)

Stanton FFA attends FFA State Leadership Conference

Andrea Spencer
Special to the Express

More than 6,600 FFA members, advisors, and
guests attended the 94th Iowa FFA State Leadership
Conference in Ames, April 10 through 12.
Thirteen Stanton FFA members, one advisor and
20 guests represented the community at the event.
On Sunday night, students registered and set up
their Chapter Activity Display which was designed
by Leah Sandin and built by John Peterson.
The Chapter Activity Display received a bronze
at state.
Students attended various tours, connected with
others at the Career Show and watched a number
of Leadership Development Events. Students were
also able to participate in the Meals from the
Heartland Service Project.
As part of their service they helped package a
protein rich mixture in bags for distribution. These
meals will help people both in the U.S. and abroad.
Allie Sandin and Leah Sandin served as our
Chapter Delegates during the Business Session.
During the first General Session Ashley
Henneman and Allie Sandin were presented with
the new Stanton FFA Charter. The Honorary Iowa
FFA Degree was awarded to Sponsor Andrea
Spencer.
During the second general session, Ashley
Henneman was presented her Agricultural

Education Proficiency Award by Dr. Michael
Retallick on behalf of the Agricultural Education
Studies department at Iowa State University.
Henneman was named the state winner in
this proficiency award area. During this session
Ashley was also recognized as a State FFA Officer
Candidate and recognized on stage for her commitment to teach agricultural education.
After the session, Ashley was recognized at the
Teach Ag Signing Day event and was an honored
guest at the Proficiency Award Luncheon.
Ella Peterson and Clark Spencer were both
recognized during the third General Session. Both
students completed the 100 question Greenhand
Quiz covering FFA history, parliamentary procedure, and general FFA knowledge.
Both were awarded medallions for placing in
the top 10. Ella placed third and Clark placed fifth
overall.
Stanton FFA had five students receive their Iowa
FFA Degree during the fourth General Session.
Congratulations to our seniors who earned their
degrees – Slade Graham, Carston Johnson, Ashley
Henneman, John Peterson, and Allie Sandin.
To earn their Iowa FFA Degrees students had to
invest over 375 hours of work outside of classroom
instructional time, complete 25 hours of community service, document skills obtained and have
active participation in and above the local Chapter.

On March 24, the Southwestern Community College welding department held its annual welding
contest at the college in Creston. The contest consisted of four areas: Arc Welding, Mig Welding,
OxyAcetylene Cutting, and a written test. Out of 11 schools, Red Oak Welding students placed
second as a team, while Ethan Wenberg placed fourth out of 40 individuals. Pictured are, from
left: Ethan Wenberg, Patrick Holste, Caden Gillespie, Kyle Berkey, DJ Most, and SWCC Welding
Instructor Micah Elefson. (Photo submitted)

School Lunch Menus
East Mills

Thursday, April 28: Pork chop or pepperoni pizza
slices, sliced carrots, mashed potatoes and gravy,
mixed fruit, dinner roll.
Friday, April 29: Chicken and cheese or cheese
quesadilla, or pepperoni pizza slices, refried beans,
corn, diced peaches, salsa.
Monday, May 2: Crispy chicken nuggets or pepperoni pizza slices, french fries, green beans, diced
apricots, pasta salad.
Tuesday, May 3: Corn dog, or pepperoni pizza
slices, steamed broccoli florets, au gratin potatoes,
sliced pears.
Wednesday, May 4: Turkey and cheese sandwich
on a bun, baby carrots, celery sticks, watermelon
chunks, Teddy Grahams.

Essex

Thursday, April 28: Cook’s choice.
Friday, April 29: Uncrustable peanut butter and
jelly sandwich, string cheese, corn chips, Sidekick
slushie, fruit cup.
Monday, May 2: Breaded chicken patty sandwich
on a bun, corn, banana.
Tuesday, May 3: Loaded baked potato, cheddar
cheese sauce, diced ham, sliced peaches.
Wednesday, May 4: Chicken and noodles, mashed
potatoes, bread stick, applesauce.

Griswold

Thursday, April 28: French toast sticks with
maple syrup, hash brown potatoes, cheese omelette,
sausage links, mandarin oranges.
Friday, April 29: Pepperoni pizza slices, bread
stick, garden spinach salad, carrot sticks and ranch
dip, strawberries, bananas.
Monday, May 2: Hot ham and cheese sandwich
on a bun, potato chips, savory cooked carrots, cookie,
Sidekick slushie.
Tuesday, May 3: Walking taco, shredded lettuce,
diced tomatoes, diced onions, shredded cheese, sour
cream, salsa, vegetable cup with ranch dip, sliced
pears.
Wednesday, May 4: Hamburger on a bun, lettuce,
sliced tomatoes, sliced onions, cheese slice, hamburger dills, french fries, baked beans, rosy applesauce.

Red Oak Elementary/ Preschool Center

Receiving their Iowa FFA degrees were, from left: Slade Graham, John Peterson, Allie
Sandin, Ashley Henneman, and Carston Johnson. (Photo submitted)

School Activities
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•

•

Thursday, April 28

Griswold: Fifth grade School of the Wild
event
6-7 a.m., Griswold: Softball practice, middle
school gym
6:30-7:45 a.m., Griswold: High school boys
throwers, middle school gym
6:45-7:45 a.m., Southwest Valley: High
school baseball practice, new high school
gym
1 p.m., Griswold: “Beauty and the Beast”
matinee performance
3:25-5:55 p.m., Griswold: High school track
practice, middle school gym
5-8 p.m., Griswold: weightlifting, weight
room

Friday, April 29

Griswold: Fifth grade School of the Wild
event
Griswold: Teammates spring service/field
trip day
1:30 p.m., Essex: Early dismissal, no kindergarten
3:25-5:55 p.m., Griswold: High school track
practice, middle school gym
5-8 p.m., Griswold: weightlifting, weight
room
6 p.m., Southwest Valley: Elementary concert, junior kindergarten-1st grade, Corning
Elementary auditorium
7 p.m., Griswold: “Beauty and the Beast,”
auditorium

Saturday, April 30

Stanton, Southwest Valley: Prom
9 a.m-4 p.m., Red Oak: 36th Annual Richard
Simpson Middle School Concert Band
Festival
1 p.m., Red Oak: YES Mentoring
5 p.m., East Mills: Prom, Charles E. and
Florence M. Lakin Community Center
7 p.m., Griswold: Middle school dance,
middle school gym

Sunday, May 1

5:30-p.m., Griswold: High school basketball
open gym, high school gym

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Monday, May 2

East Mills: Late start, 90 minutes
Griswold, Stanton, Southwest Valley: First
softball/baseball practice
3:25-5:55 p.m., Griswold: High school track
practice, middle school gym
5-8 p.m., Griswold: weightlifting, weight
room
6 p.m., Southwest Valley: Elementary
concert, 2nd-5th grade, Corning Elementary
auditorium
6:30 p.m., Essex: Fine arts night, 5th-12th
grades, choir, band, drama, and speech
6 p.m., Red Oak: Junior/senior high school
spring band and vocal concert

Tuesday, May 3

6:30-7:45 a.m., Griswold: High school boys
throwers, middle school gym
6:45-7:45 a.m., Southwest Valley: High
school baseball practice, new high school
gym
3:25-5:55 p.m., Griswold: High school track
practice, middle school gym
5-8 p.m., Griswold: weightlifting, weight
room
7 p.m., East Mills: Band/choir spring concert, 7th-12th grades

Wednesday, May 4

Griswold: One hour early release, teacher
work time
6:15-7:15 a.m., Southwest Valley: High
school softball pitching, new high school
gym
9 a.m., Southwest Valley: Career fair, high
school
1:15 p.m., Stanton: Early dismissal
3:25-5:55 p.m., Griswold: High school track
practice, middle school gym
5-6:15 p.m., Southwest Valley: High school
AAU volleyball, new high school gym
6 p.m., East Mills: Activities banquet, high
school gym
7 p.m., Griswold: Class night, academic
banquet

Thursday, April 28: Chicken nachos with white
queso cheese sauce; or meatball sub on a bun; or taco
salad, cornbread; or roasted chicken sandwich on
a bun, or chicken avocado club wrap; fresh garden
salad with choice of dressing, black bean dip, Texas
pintos, fresh fruit, banana/orange mix.
Friday, April 29: Mini corn dogs; or jalapeno popper pizza slices; or chicken bacon ranch salad, pineapple muffin; or cheesy chicken Caesar sandwich;
fresh garden salad with choice of dressing, broccoli
florets, fresh fruit, pineapple tidbits.
Monday, May 2: Pepper jack grilled cheese sandwich; or cheeseburger on a bun; or cobb salad, garlic
biscuit; or breaded chicken patty on a bun; or club
sandwich; fresh garden salad with choice of dressing,
steamed broccoli florets, fresh fruit, applesauce.
Tuesday, May 3: Bacon macaroni and cheese,
cornbread; or BBQ pork salad, cornbread; or baked
potato bar, cornbread; or pizza slices; or bacon turkey avocado club sandwich; fresh garden salad with
choice of dressing, cowboy beans, Italian bean salad,
fresh fruit, orange/pineapple mix.

Wednesday, May 4: Glazed ham with roasted
pineapple, hot roll; or breaded chicken patty on a bun,
hot roll; or strawberry chicken salad, hot roll; or pig in
a blanket; or BBQ grain bowl; mashed potatoes and
gravy, corn salad, fresh garden salad with choice of
dressing, corn, fresh fruit, sliced pears.

Red Oak Jr./Sr. High School

Chicken patty, cheeseburger, and pizza are
offered daily
Thursday, April 28: Chicken nachos with white
queso cheese sauce; or meatball sub on a bun; or taco
salad, cornbread; or roasted chicken sandwich on
a bun, or chicken avocado club wrap; fresh garden
salad with choice of dressing, black bean dip, Texas
pintos, fresh fruit, banana/orange mix.
Friday, April 29: Mini corn dogs; or jalapeno popper pizza slices; or chicken bacon ranch salad, pineapple muffin; or cheesy chicken Caesar sandwich;
fresh garden salad with choice of dressing, broccoli
florets, fresh fruit, pineapple tidbits.
Monday, May 2: Pepper jack grilled cheese sandwich; or cheeseburger on a bun; or cobb salad, garlic
biscuit; or breaded chicken patty on a bun; or club
sandwich; fresh garden salad with choice of dressing,
steamed broccoli florets, fresh fruit, applesauce.
Tuesday, May 3 Bacon macaroni and cheese,
cornbread; or BBQ pork salad, cornbread; or baked
potato bar, cornbread; or pizza slices; or bacon turkey avocado club sandwich; fresh garden salad with
choice of dressing, cowboy beans, Italian bean salad,
fresh fruit, orange/pineapple mix.
Wednesday, May 4 Glazed ham with roasted
pineapple, hot roll; or breaded chicken patty on a bun,
hot roll; or strawberry chicken salad, hot roll; or pig in
a blanket; or BBQ grain bowl; mashed potatoes and
gravy, corn salad, fresh garden salad with choice of
dressing, corn, fresh fruit, sliced pears.

Southwest Valley

Thursday, April 28: Cheesy penne pasta, lettuce
salad with choice of dressing, peas, garlic bread,
mixed fruit.
Friday, April 29: Bacon cheeseburger on a bun,
lettuce, sliced tomatoes, sliced onions, hamburger
dills, sweet potato tots, fruit.
Monday, May 2: Pepperoni Hot Pocket, green
beans, potato cubes, fruit.
Tuesday, May 3: Chicken alfredo pasta, steamed
broccoli florets, lettuce salad with choice of dressing,
garlic bread stick, fruit.
Wednesday, May 4: Popcorn chicken bowl with
gravy, mashed potatoes, and cheese, corn, winter mix
vegetables, dinner roll, fruit.

Stanton

Thursday, April 28: Lasagna roll-up, lettuce salad
with choice of dressing, carrots, pears, applesauce,
bread stick.
Friday, April 29: Beef stew, savory cooked carrots, peaches, apple slices, biscuit, bug bites.
Monday, May 2: Cheesy pull-aparts, lettuce salad
with choice of dressing, steamed broccoli florets,
sliced pears, applesauce.
Tuesday, May 3: Chicken fried steak on a bun,
sweet potatoes, baked beans, mandarin oranges,
pineapple tidbits.
Wednesday, May 4: Siracha chicken, fried rice,
savory cooked carrots, egg roll, peaches, ice cream.

Thank You to area businesses and individuals for
donating to the newspapers in education program.

Sellergren–Lindell–Demarce Funeral Home
James Sage
Brian Johnson
Duane Altstadt
Pam Boland
Kiwanis Club
Optimist Club of Red Oak
Altrusa Club of Red Oak
In Memory of Curtis Swanson
In Memory of Carolyn Allen
In Memory of Edmund Larson
In Memory of Karlette Hultman
In Memory of James Miller
In Memory of Linda Porter

Your donations help to enrich the education of students at the following schools:
Red Oak Jr./Sr. High School
Red Oak Inman Primary School
Essex School

Stanton School
Southwest Valley High School
Southwest Valley Middle School

Your donation of $13.32 will buy newspapers for one student for the entire
school year, because the Red Oak Express matches each and every donation!
If you would like to contribute to Newspapers in Education, or if you are a teacher
who would like to use the Red Oak Express in your classroom,
contact Nanny at 712-623-2566
THE
or circulation@redoakexpress.com.
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Better Financial Living
Did Iowa lower taxes?

Dan Miller
Certified Financial Planner

A new stage is needed at Fountain Square Park in Red Oak. Pictured is the current stage. (Tess
Nelson/Red Oak Express)

Bids sought for new Fountain Square Park stage
Nick Johansen
The Red Oak Express

The Red Oak Park and Tree Board is prepping
to proceed with new bids for the Fountain Square
Park stage.
At its meeting April 14, Park superintendent
Adam VanDerVliet said a prior bid letting was held
for the project, but the bids ended up being rejected
due to the low bid coming in at more than $300,000.
VanDerVliet added the high bid was due, in part,
because the project was calling for a four foot high
stage.
“With the stage that high, we would have had to
install a railing around it, so we’ve dropped the size
of the stage to 30 inches to allow us to do away with
the need for a railing,” VanDerVliet said.
The new bidletting was going to be offered
through Snyder & Associates, at a cost of $8,750.
Park Board Chairman Bill Drey said the lowering
of the stage height was expected to drop costs considerably.
“City administrator Brad Wright said he anticipates the project will drop to under $200,000, but
I’d settle for the project dropping by $70,000 or
$80,000. We can also leave the old stage there, cover
it with sand, and cover it with the new stage, which
will save about $10,000,” commented Drey.
Drey said the board needed to approve a supple-

mental agreement that would authorize new bids to
be sought for the project. The board approved the
supplemental agreement.
The board also reviewed a proposed concession
stand lease. VanDerVliet said a letter of intent would
be publicized to attract interested parties.
“They can come to city hall and fill out the letter
of intent if they want to run the concession stand at
the pool. We’ve already had one group call us with
interest in running the concession stand, so they will
be considered now that we’re taking this letter of
intent public,” said VanDerVliet.
VanDerVliet added the interested party does have
the Iowa Food Safety certification required to run
the concession stand. Having that certifiction would
be a requirement for anyone wishing to lease the
concession stand.
In other business, the board:
• Approved a request from Red Oak Scout Pack
80, Group 86G and 86B to have a year end BBQ
and membership night, from 5 to 8 p.m. May 31, at
Legion Park.
• Approved a special request for beer/wine in
Chautauqua Park from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. June 26 for
the Bradley/Weber family reunion.
• Approved the Montgomery County Family
YMCA request for use of the sports complex and
Kelly Park for sporting events throughout the season.

Paddlers urged to be cautious in the water
The Iowa Department of
Natural Resources

Eager paddlers need to take extra precautions
to stay safe.
With recent warmer temperatures, restless paddlers are ready to put canoes and kayaks in the
water. Early spring paddling can provide solitude,
exercise and an opportunity to see amazing wildlife, but extra precautions are needed to stay safe.
The Iowa Department of Natural Resources
(DNR) recommends that paddlers wait for warmer
weather to allow the water temperatures to rise
slowly. It could be several weeks before water
temperatures are ideal and safe as water and air
temperatures continue to change.
“Air temperatures may feel warm in early spring,
but the water is still dangerously cold and can be
deadly to boaters,” said Todd Robertson, Iowa
DNR River Programs Water Trails Coordinator.
“Cold water shock and hypothermia can set in
quickly if you are not dressed and fall into the cold
water, so dress for a swim.”
Stay away from strainers and sweepers—wood
or branch piles—deadly hazards that can pull a
paddler under or pin them underwater. These are
usually found on outside river bends where currents are strongest.
Review these simple safety tips before you head
out on the water.
• Check your canoe or kayak for any needed
repairs or maintenance after being stored for several months. Look for holes and leaks, make sure all
hatch lids fit snugly and securely and check your
paddle blades for signs of cracking or splitting.
• Wear your lifejacket at all times when underway. Dust off your life jacket and make sure all

buckles and zippers work properly and look for
holes and tears. Replace the life jacket if it has
damage that cannot be repaired.
• Dress for the water temperature, not the
air temperature. Plan as if you were to be in the
water at some point because “paddlers are just in
between swims.” A wet suit or dry suit is a must.
Do not wear cotton clothing—it fails to insulate
when wet. Choose synthetics or wool. Dress in
layers so you can peel a layer off if overheated.
• Always bring along a dry bag with a complete
set of extra clothes you can change into if you
get wet, a first-aid kit and a protected cell phone
or weather radio. Get out of wet, cold clothing
as soon as possible. Pack plenty of water to stay
hydrated.
• Let a friend or loved one know where you are
going and when you are expected to return. It will
be easier to find you if you need help.

Got a Case of the yips?
A HITCH in your SWING?
Or is it JUST time for a new SET of clubs
or a regrip job?

Contact R&B Golf for lessons,
CUSTOM-MADE CLUBS, GRIPS, OR REPAIRS.

712.370.2351

R&B Golf

and Promotions

400 N 3rd St. Red Oak Iowa
Bob Boeye 712-370-2351

Put a little
“Rhythm and Balance”
in your golf game.

On March 1st, 2022, the state’s most
historic and significant tax reform bill was
passed by the state of Iowa and signed by
Governor Kim Reynolds. With the 2021 tax
filing deadline having just passed, you may
be wondering how and if it may affect you.
You will not see the changes this tax filing season, but you will be seeing many tax
reform changes taking place over the next
few years.
The Goal of the Bill
The goal of the bill is to provide tax
relief and put more money into the hands of
Iowans. It is designed to allow more money
to be reinvested into the economy by rewarding hard work, protecting the farmers, and
supporting the retirees of the state.
How were they able to provide this major
tax cut?
The administration has been practicing
conservative budgeting and fiscal responsibility allowing the state to build up cash
reserves. Iowa’s impressive economic position has meant that they have been accruing
a net tax income surplus. This in turn created
a perfect time to make some big changes in
tax reform that meets the needs of the state
and the people.
What Can You Expect in the Tax Cut?
In 2023, Iowa will be reducing the number of tax brackets the state uses from nine
to four. The tax rates will vary from 4.4%6.5%.3
The bill will then incrementally lower the
individual tax rate to a flat 3.9% rate by 2026.
Retirement income will have no income tax
starting in 2023 and there will be an overhaul
on the corporate tax system in Iowa.
“With this bill, Iowa is now the fourth
lowest for individual income tax rate in the
nation.”1 according to Governor Reynolds,
making it one of the most tax friendly states
in America. There are 10 other states that
have a flat income tax.3 Based on projection,
it is estimated that 98% of Iowa taxpayers
with $10,000 or more of taxable income will
see a decrease in tax liability by 2026.
3.9% Individual Income Tax Rate
The new flat income tax rate of 3.9%
will be fully enacted in 2026. As mentioned
earlier, there will be only four tax brackets
starting in 2023, instead of nine, and they
will range from 4.4% to 6%. Each year after
2023 the rate will decrease annually until
2026, where the rate reaches a flat 3.9%. This
new rate is predicted to save more than $1.67
billion by 2026 for Iowa taxpayers.
Some may be wondering about what this
new, flat tax rate will mean for low-income
individuals in Iowa and if they will see any
changes. The new rate will not mean they are
paying more. The Federal Earned Income
Tax Credit (EIC) and other tax credits will
still be available for low-moderate income
earners who qualify.
Elimination of Retirement Income Tax
Those who have saved for retirement
throughout their life, worked hard, and paid
taxes, deserve to enjoy the money they’ve
earned and saved. Under the retirement provision of the tax cut, the tax liability for qualifying retirees in Iowa will be eliminated.
Beginning in the tax year 2023, people
age 55 or older in Iowa will be exempt
from state tax on retirement income earned
from IRA distributions, taxable pensions, and
annuities.1 This means an estimated 290,000
taxpayers in Iowa will see their tax liability
go away.
Farmers
Farmers in Iowa who are 55 or older and
who have been farming for at least 10 years
will have benefits too. If they have retired
from farm operations, they can collect cash
rent or shares from crop production without owing state income tax on it. The other
option farmers will have is if they want to
sell their farmland, they can make a lifetime
election to exclude net capital gains from the
sale. However, they cannot do both elections.
More guidance will be forthcoming.
Exemption of Net Capital Gains on Sale
of Employee-Awarded Capital Stock
As part of an employer offered benefits
package, an employee may receive capital

stock. Under current Iowa tax rules, if you
choose to sell them, you are responsible for
the net capital gains taxes on those shares.
The new tax law states that they will
“allow a one lifetime election to exclude
the net capital gains from one stock of one
qualified corporate or employee stock ownership plan (ESOP) from state income tax.”2
Corporations that qualify for this election
must have at least 10 years under their belt
of doing business in Iowa.
Currently, employees can deduct 50% of
net capital gains from an ESOP. When the
new tax law goes into effect, all of the capital
gains will be able to be deducted.
Reduction of Corporate Income
Tax Rate
Corporate income tax rates are important
to the economy because they can allow businesses to grow, while also attracting new
ones. Iowa has been working on making
reforms to create strategies that support business and encourage businesses to increase
their revenue, which can in turn reduce their
tax rate.
The Department of Revenue will decide
on the next tax year’s corporate income tax
rate and make it effective Jan. 1. When net
income tax receipts surpass $700 million,
any surplus over that will go towards buying down the current top rate. Each year it
exceeds that number, a new top rate will be
decided upon until there is a uniform 5.5%
corporate income tax rate. Once it hits 5.5%,
any excess tax revenue above $700 million
will be put into the state’s general fund to
help pay for ongoing expenses of the state
government.
This corporate tax reform is predicted to
save the people of Iowa $50 million by 2027.
Effects on the State Budget
Since the tax burden on the people will
be decreasing, the state of Iowa’s revenues
will in turn go down. After the 1st year, the
state revenue is estimated to decrease by
more than $236 million, and $1.9 billion by
the sixth year according to the Legislative
Services Agency.3
However, Republicans believe since they
have been operating on a surplus of tax revenue, have cash reserves, and are predicting
to grow, the funds will be sufficient to sustain
the tax cuts. This is assuming Iowa sees a
3-4% growth each year, which might be hard
to believe for some people with the current
volatility in the market.
Overall, lots of changes are happening,
hopefully for the better. No one necessarily likes to pay taxes, but it is our duty as
Americans. Hopefully, these tax reforms will
provide some relief for the people of Iowa.
As always, if you have any questions, feel
free to reach out to us!
1.
https://governor.iowa.gov/pressrelease/gov-reynolds-signs-historic-taxreform-bill-into-law%C2%A0
2.
https://governor.iowa.gov/basicpage/cutting-taxes-for-all-iowans
3.
https://www.desmoinesregister.
com/story/news/politics/2022/02/24/iowatax-lawmakers-strike-deal-state-incomecuts-rate-kim-reynolds-2022/6924649001/
Daniel S. Miller, CFP® is President of
Miller Financial Group, Inc. with offices
located in Red Oak, IA and Omaha, NE. Dan
and his team serve clients throughout the
country as they prepare for the next stages
of their financial lives. Dan is a published
author of the book “Retirement Built to Last:
Planning for When the Paychecks Stop” and
has had articles published in the Wall Street
Journal, Financial Advisors IQ, Successful
Farming and The Hill. He is also a dedicated husband, father, and advocate for the
financial planning process and financial
education.
Dan Miller, Kaleb Robuck and Marcus
Taylor are investment adviser representatives
of, and securities and advisory services are
offered through, USA Financial Securities
Corp. Member FINRA/SIPC. A Registered
Investment Advisor located at 6020 E Fulton
St., Ada, MI 49301. Miller Financial Group is
not affiliated with USA Financial Securities.
This information is not intended to be
a substitute for specific individualized tax
advice. We suggest that you discuss your
specific situation with a qualified tax professional.
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Beeson updates county supervisors on COVID cases
Nick Johansen
The Red Oak Express

The Montgomery County Board of Supervisors
has issued its support for potential federal funding for work on the 250th Street bridge in Grant
Township.
County engineer Karen Albert said her office
was recently notified by U.S. Congresswoman’s
Cindy Axne’s office about the availability of funding for the project.
“We were informed that Axne is allowed to
submit up to 15 projects to the budget committee
this year for possible funding, and as part of the
application process, we need a letter of support for
the project,” Albert said.
In addition, Albert said she has received an
additional seven letters from community members
in regards to the project to be submitted along with

a letter from the supervisors.
The letter would be submitted directly to Axne’s
office. The supervisors unanimously approved the
submission of a letter of support for potential funding for the 250th Street bridge project.
The supervisors also received a new update on
COVID-19 cases in the county. In recent months,
COVID-19 has been largely in the rearview mirror
and the majority of mask mandates have been lifted, but that doesn’t mean there isn’t still an impact
being felt in Iowa and across the U.S.
While other areas are seeing spikes,
Montgomery County Public Health Coordinator
Samantha Beeson said the county’s numbers are
extremely low at this time.
“We’ve had two new cases in the last 14 days,
one new case in the last seven days, and no cases
in the last three days,” Beeson said.
However, based on changes to reporting,
Beeson said the numbers presented are as accurate

as she can make them.
“The reporting process for Montgomery County
continues to be limited, as we are no longer contact
tracing cases as we follow the state’s procedures.
There are also many over the counter test kits
sold at pharmacies and retail stores that do not
get reported to the state, so the numbers may not
reflect the most accurate count. However, of the
reported cases through my office, our numbers are
very low.” Beeson explained.
Vaccination numbers continue to rise, though
Beeson said older county residents are the ones
most actively getting vaccinated.
“For kids five and over, we’re at a 56.3% total
vaccination rate. For 12 and over it’s at a 60%
vaccination rate. Kids 18 and over are at a 68.1%
vaccination rate, while our 65 and older population has a vaccination rate of 93.5%,” commented
Beeson.
For any county residents who feel they may

Red Oak High School Prom - Euphoria

have been afflicted by COVID-19, but who didn’t
take a COVID-19 test, Beeson said there are
options through her office that will allow them to
know for sure whether they’ve had it or not.
“We are offering blood draws to test for antibodies at the office, and that will determine if the
person has contracted COVID-19, only experienced mild symptoms, and then recovered from
it. There is a $15 charge for this,” stated Beeson.
Also, Beeson said free COVID-19 vaccines
still remain available through multiple locations
around the Red Oak community.
“Pfizer vaccines can be found at HyVee in
Red Oak and The Methodist Physician’s Clinic.
Moderna vaccines can be found at the Methodist
Physician’s Clinic, Red Oak Internal Medicine and
Hy-Vee. The vaccine is available for ages 5 and up.
Booster doses are available for 18 and older. The
second booster is available for ages 50 and older.”

Boating safety for paddlers
The Iowa Department of
Natural Resources

Griffin Eubank and Josie Rengstorf.

Red Oak High School held its junior-senior prom Saturday, April 23, at Stadium 34, pictured are, from left: Tessa Rolenc and Jonah Wemhoff. More photos on page
2C. (Photos by Nick Johansen/Red Oak Express)

Camden Southard and Lainey Klepinger.

Red Oak Prom Queen Kate Edie and Prom King Grayson Hewett.

Luke Sperling and Josie Vanderhoof.

The Iowa Department of
Natural Resources (DNR) recommends that paddlers wait
for warmer weather to allow
the water temperatures to rise
slowly. It could be several weeks
before water temperatures are
ideal and safe as water and air
temperatures continue to change.
Stay away from strainers
and sweepers—wood or branch
piles—deadly hazards that can
pull a paddler under or pin them
underwater. These are usually
found on outside river bends
where currents are strongest.
Review these simple safety
tips before you head out on the
water.
• Check your canoe or kayak
for any needed repairs or maintenance. Look for holes and
leaks, make sure all hatch lids
fit snug and securely and check
your paddle blades for signs of
cracking or splitting.
• Wear your lifejacket at all
times when underway, and make
sure all buckles and zippers
work properly and look for holes
and tears. Replace the life jacket
if it has damage that cannot be
repaired.
• Dress for the water temperature, not the air temperature.
Plan as if you were to be in
the water at some point because
“paddlers are just in between
swims.” A wet suit or dry suit
is a must. Do not wear cotton clothing—it fails to insulate
when wet. Choose synthetics or

wool. Dress in layers so you can
peel a layer off if overheated.
• Always bring along a dry
bag with a complete set of extra
clothes you can change into if
you get wet, a first-aid kit and a
protected cell phone or weather
radio. Get out of wet, cold clothing as soon as possible. Pack
plenty of water to stay hydrated,
and let someone know where
you are going.

THIS WEEK’S
MOVIES

APRIL 29 - MAY 1

THEATRE #1 capacity is 182

UNCHARTED

Sully and Nathan try to recover
a 500 year old lost fortune.
If they can work together they
might find the treasure.

PG 13

THEATRE #2 capacity is 107

THE LOST CITY

Loretta gets kidnapped by an
eccentric billionaire who hopes
Loretta can lead him to an
ancient city’s lost treasure.
. PG 13

SHOWTIMES
FRI, SAT & SUN 7 PM
SUN MATINEE 2 PM

ALL TICKETS

2.00

$

712-623-3169

