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The Wilson Performing Arts Center will host a pair of 
unique performers for two shows this weekend. 

Nationally-recognized ventriloquist and comedian 
Todd Oliver and Irving the Talking Dog will be on hand 
for shows at 7:30 p.m. March 4, and 2:30 p.m. March 5, 
at the WPAC at 300 Commerce Dr. 

Oliver has performed on a number of late night talk 
shows, and also was a fourth place finalist on the seventh 
season of “America’s Got Talent.” Oliver grew up in 
Minneapolis, Minn., and currently resides in Springfield, 
Mo., where he’s been for the last 20 years. Oliver said he 
was fascinated with ventriloquism at an early age. 

“When I was 8 years old, I saw Edger Bergen and little 
Charlie McCarthy. The show was very charming, and he 
was so funny, and it was so cool. The show just knocked 
me out. I went to the local library and got a hold of and 
read every book on ventriloquism that I could get my 
hands on,” Oliver said. 

Two years later, Oliver got a dummy of his own, but 
the event turned out to be a bittersweet one for Oliver. 

“I got a dummy for Christmas when I was 10 years old. 
Three days later, my dad died. So I kind of threw myself 
into performing, and it really helped me as I was freak-
ing out about losing my dad, and it was good time spent 
in general. I tell people to use their time wisely and keep 
themselves busy. It made a big difference in my life,” 
stated Oliver. 

As a teenager, Oliver said he started out honing his 
skills and perfecting a show through volunteer work. 

“I became a volunteer through the Minneapolis 
Public School System. They had a program then called 
Community Resource Volunteers. Initially, I had been 
trying to call around and get my own bookings, but a per-
son at the school recommended I join this volunteer pro-
gram,” commented Oliver. “Before I knew it, I was doing 
shows all over the place and getting great experience. I do 
ventriloquism, magic, and I’m a musician. Since I was a 
kid, I just went to where the opportunities were.”

As demand grew, Oliver said he worked hard to hone 
his act, writing jokes, doing a mix of ventriloquism and 
magic, and performing material for 30- and 45-minute 
shows. 

“The big thing is the material and the comedy. In 
today’s world, we see a lot of singing ventriloquists, 
which I completely respect. However, I prefer to entertain 
the audience through being funny. The big challenge after 

learning basic ventriloquism skills, for me, was the mate-
rial. That was a hard challenge, and it will be a challenge 
for every ventriloquist. You have to write, edit, and make 
it into a routine. When I was growing up, the audience 
became a great teacher. They let you know what works, 
and what doesn’t work, beyond your own instincts.”

After high school, Oliver toured schools, clubs, county 
fairs, one-night shows, and for more than a year, went 
around the world on cruise ships. Also during that time, 
Oliver performed at schools, which was a venue he really 
enjoyed. 

“I liked the school assembly tours for about nine 
months out of the year. I didn’t make a whole lot of 
money, but I knew I was in the right situation. I would 
perform at three or four schools a day, five days a week, 
which was a total of around 500 schools per year. I did 
shows all around the Midwest. I didn’t have Irving at that 
time, I just performed with the dummies, in gymnasiums 
and auditoriums,” Oliver said. 

Oliver said there used to be around seven booking 
bureaus that only did bookings for school assemblies. 
By the end of the 1990s, they were all out of business. 
However, Oliver said he still gets a chance to perform 
for schools. 

“When I play a theater like the one in Red Oak, I 
offer, as part of the package, to go visit the schools. That 
allows the students to see the program. My shows always 
have a message. When you make someone laugh, they 
listen. When they listen, you can get the message across. 
I don’t care who it is, people always want to hear what the 
dummy has to say,” Oliver stated. 

Also around that time, comedy clubs started springing 
up across the U.S. While some of the performers were 
edgy, Oliver said he was then, and still remains, a clean 
act. 

“The dummies never cussed or talked filthy, because 
all of my ventriloquist heroes were clean. When I was 
growing up, the charm and the endearing personality 
of the dummies would make the people laugh,” Oliver 
explained. “My biggest inspiration, and what really got 
me to pursue ventriloquism as a career, was the feeling 
that you have laughing with your mom, and your dad, and 
your grandparents. There’s no better feeling. That’s my 
goal, it’s to bring back the families. Having a clean act 
makes me accessible to an entire family, not just adults. ”

It was around 1989, Oliver said, that his act picked 
up the performer he’s now most associated with: Irving 
the Talking Dog. Oliver said he had heard from friend-
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Oliver and Irving bring 
good, clean fun to WPAC 

A show that is fun for the entire family is coming to the Wilson Performing Arts Center in Red Oak March 
4-5. Tickets to Todd Oliver and Irving the Talking Dog can be purchasd by calling the WPAC at 712-623-
3183 or at eventbrite.com/cc/events-at-the-wilson-1357089. (Photo provided)

Horner’s 100% plant 
based water bottle to 
launch nationally 
Tess Nelson
The Red Oak Express

On March 8 in the meeting room 
at the University of Maryland coffee 
shop, Single Use Solutions of Red Oak 
will nationally launch its SOLU water 
bottles and caps. The guest speaker at 
the Launching  will be Boyd Rutherford, 
Maryland’s lieutenant governor from 
2015-2023.

This will be Red Oak resident Bill 
Horner’s platform for introducing the 
use of plant-based bottles in “closed- 
loop” venues and growing the company 
not only in the United States, but also 
beyond.

 “Almost every event in my life has 
been a once-in-a-lifetime deal,” said 
Horner. “On the other side of the coin, 
I’ve probably had more dark alleys than 
those with lights shining on them. When 

you are trying to create something brand 
new that has never been done before, 
there is no set formula.”

 Horner explained the launch date of 
March 8 is because that is also USDA’s  
National Biobased Products Day.  It rec-
ognizes the 20 year trek of the develop-
ment of the Bio Preferred Label that was 
actually introduced in a Farm Bill many 
years ago by Senator Tom Harkin.

“We were going to hold the 
Symposiam at a fancy schmancy $500 
per night hotel, but that is not us. We 
decided on a free meeting room at a cof-
fee shop at The University of Maryland-
Baltimore” said Horner. “The general 
public knows very little about this type of 
bottle and what potential it has to reduce 
single-use plastic.”

 An environmentally friendly bottle 
isn’t new to Horner. In 2003, Horner 
started Naturally Iowa in Clarinda. 
Naturally Iowa was an organic dairy pro-
cessing plant where the first Polylactic 
Acid (PLA) milk bottles were pioneered.

Horner joined Tulsa-based business-
men in 2010, and the company name 
was changed to Totally Green, Inc. Two 
years later, as a way to better target the 
growing market for plant-based bottles, 
Totally Green Bottles and Caps, LLC, 
was created.

“The bottle was the easier part. There 
are probably over a dozen companies in 
the world that can make a bottle; but only 
one of those can make the cap. That’s the 
part we just figured out.”

Instead of taking the concept to the 
retail public, Horner said he is expanding 
only in “closed loop” venues like univer-
sities, sports stadiums, and hospitals first.

“Placing the bottles into closed-loops 
is the key,” said Horner.

 Offering the bottles in closed loop 
environments additionally assists the 
company in its “consume/collect initia-
tive. The blue and white (clear) bottles 
of water sold only on specific premises 

Single Use Solutions 100% plant-
based bottles and a piece of 3D 
filament, which can be made 
from the bottles. (Tess Nelson/
Red Oak Express) HORNER, Page 2A

U.S. Senator Joni Ernst (R-Iowa), 
Ranking Member of the Senate Small 
Business Committee, announced her 
second Small Business of the Week 
for 2023 was Red Oak Fabrication. 

Throughout this Congress, Ranking 
Member Ernst plans to recognize a 
small business in every one of Iowa's 
99 counties. 

Red Oak Fabrication is a family 
business that is being honored for its 
continued growth and success. Ted 
Fort started at Red Oak Fabrication as 
one of three employees. Through hard 
work and persistence, he purchased 
the entire company in 1948. Today, the 
business is still owned and operated 
by the Fort family.

“I think we can all agree that 
small businesses are the backbone of 

America, and families are the heart. 
It gives me great pleasure to see 
Ted Fort’s hard work transcend gen-
erations to provide vital manufactur-
ing services in my home county and 
across Iowa,” said Ernst.

Since its establishment over 100 
years ago, the company has grown to 
four locations in Montgomery County. 

The locations offer powder coat-
ing, plate rolling, manual and robotic 
welding, and a Carhartt store to meet 
the demand of customers across the 
state. 

The Fort family legacy lives on 
through Ted’s children, grandchildren, 
and even great-great-grandchildren 
who have continued on his path of 
entrepreneurship and innovation.

Ernst names Red Oak Fabrication 
Small Business of the Week
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Norris pleads with supervisors to not allow Summit 
Carbon Pipeline to ‘bully’ Montgomery County
Nick Johansen
The Red Oak Express

Summit Carbon Pipeline representatives were on-hand at the 
regular Montgomery County Board of Supervisors meeting Feb. 21 
to share a project update. 

The supervisors heard from Riley Gibson with TurnKey Logistics, 
who represented Summit predominantly on non-environmental per-
mitting,  as well as pipeline engineering manager Mike Welch, and 
Summit director of community relations Sabrina Zenor. 

Gibson started out the meeting by sharing the reported numbers of 
easements secured in the county. 

“So far in the county, as of Feb. 15,  we are at 68.75% or 12.4 
easment miles required in the county, and for the state, we’re at 
65.23%, or 447 easement miles acquired in the entire state of Iowa. 
In Montgomery County, we’ve made $4.1 million in easement pay-
ments, again as of Feb. 15,” Gibson stated. 

Gibson also told the supervisors Summit had been meeting with 
secondary roads officials pertaining to depth of coverage for ditches 
and two culverts the project intersected with. Gibson said the con-
cerns would be annotated in the permit packages for the road cross-
ings, as well as setting rock construction entrances attached to each 
crossing permit. Gibson said it pertained to temporary driveways 
attached to the potential road crossings. 

“We’re hoping to get our corrections and annotations sent back 
to the Montgomery County Secondary Roads Department for their 
review. We’ll do that once we can update the packet. Also, we’re 
looking for ways to help out in the community. We want to help in 
any way we can, such as volunteering opportunities,” commented 
Gibson. 

Gibson shared details on the Pipeline and Hazardous Materials 
Safety Administration’s  Code of Federal Regulations, or PHMSA 49 
CFR 195,  which Gibson said were the extensive federal regulations 
Summit had to follow to the letter. 

“It breaks down pipe material we have to use. Ours would be a 
low-alloy, high-strength carbon steel manufactured in America. We 
have to do public awareness, such as this presentation, public out-
reach, or landowner meetings,” Gibson stated. “So far we’ve done 
more than 1,750 meetings with policy makers, economic develop-
ment leaders, and Native American organizations. We’ve met with 
just about everybody you can think of. One of our main goals is to 
spread as much awareness and answer as many questions as we can. 
That won’t go away if we put the pipe in the ground.”

Under the Framework of Engagement with Non-State Actors, or 
FENSA, Gibson said regulations were that the pipe was 12 inches 
away from a water line or other utilities the pipeline would cross. 
Gibson said the best practice was to be 24 inches away, but that it 
would be negotiated with the utility company. As for tile drainage 
lines on farmland, the distance would be negotiated on an individual 
basis. 

Gibson said plans also called for aerial photography of the line 
every two weeks to check the status of the line and look for erosion, 
easements, or other concerns throughout the entire lifespan of the 
project. In five-year intervals, per federal regulations, the lines will 
be inspected for integrity.

Supervisors Donna Robinson asked when the steel requirements 
for the pipeline had been changed, and what it was initially. Welch 
advised her he could not tell her a specific date, but said they had 
been using low-alloy, high-strength carbon steel for as long as he 
could remember. 

Supervisor Charla Schmid asked for clarification on the monitor-
ing system for the pipeline in case of leaks. Gibson said a full-time 
staff would be in Ames to monitor the line, as well as company 
representatives living in the community to monitor along the line. 
Gibson said a data system would be tied in that would detect changes 
in temperature, pressure, and pinhole leaks. Monitoring would take 
place 24 hours a day, seven days a week. 

Gibson confirmed the pipeline proposed by Summit would 
connect solely with Poet Biorefining in Shenandoah in Southwest 

Iowa. The Poet Bioprocessing plant in Corning wasn’t tied in to the 
Summit pipeline. 

Robinson asked what would happen to the pipeline if an alterna-
tive method of transport was discovered, and the pipeline was no 
longer operational. Gibson said clauses would be included in the 
easements for the removal of the pipeline from the land, or it could 
be left, and it would just be an empty line if they preferred the land 
be undisturbed. Also, the line was engineered for carbon only, so it 
couldn’t be used for other materials. 

Welch added that in his experience, it would be determined on a 
landowner by landowner basis. 

“If they want it out of the ground, fine, or the company will sign 
it over to the landowner and they’re free to do whatever they want 
with it. The ground would be excavated the same way as it was dur-
ing construction. The topsoil would be separated from the subsoil 
and replaced.

County Auditor Jill Ozuna asked about the high pressure of the 
line. Welch confirmed the carbon was put in at a high pressure to get 
the density to a liquid form, but said it was well-below the design 
pressure of the system. 

“There’s a lot of room between the operating pressure, and what 
the physical pipe itself can handle,” advised Welch. 

In the event of a rupture, Gibson said Poet would stop pump-
ing CO2 down the line, and blocking valves would be put in place. 
Coordination had already taken place with first responders and 
emergency management agencies. While federal regulation called for 
X-ray inspections of 10% of the welds, Gibson said, if constructed, 
100% of the welds would be inspected. 

Jan Norris had comments about the pipeline read during the meet-
ing, as she was unable to attend. Norris said the Iowa Utilities Board 
set public hearings for October 2023 through January 2024.  Norris 
also stated if Summit was lucky enough to receive a permit to build, 
it would not be until 2024. Norris said there was still strong opposi-
tion to the project. 

“Landowners, environmentalists, and even legislators are in oppo-
sition. Summit is having to hire high-dollar public relations folks, 
new land agents, lobbyists, and is calling in all the political favors 
they have. Still, one third of the route cannot be obtained through 
voluntary easements. Summit will have to beg the IUB to include 
eminent domain, or they will have no hope,” Norris said. 

According to Norris, a rally was held at the Iowa State Capitol on 
Feb. 21 in opposition to the project. Norris urged the supervisors to 
do what it could. 

“The supervisors can adopt a zoning ordinance requiring setbacks 
away from homes, schools, hospitals, and communities. Iowa Code 
says it is your job to protect the rights, privileges and persons, and 
preserve the peace, safety and health of the residents,” Norris said. 
“I applaud you for taking the steps to get this far in the process. 
Please hang in there, and do what the citizens need you to do. Don’t 
let their big money and big lawyers intimidate you. Don’t let them 
bully Montgomery County. Hold off on issuing any road permit until 
Summit actually obtains an IUB permit. I urge you to pass the ordi-
nance and don’t issue right-of-way permits yet.”

 Gibson confirmed that if the pipeline project was approved, con-
struction would not begin until 2024. No further action was taken.

“I applaud you for taking the steps to get this 
far in the process. Please hang in there, and do 
what the citizens need you to do. Don’t let their 
big money and big lawyers intimidate you. 
Don’t let them bully Montgomery County.”

Montgomery County resident Jan Norris to the 
Montgomery County Board of Supervisors  

United Group Insurance 
(UGI) in Red Oak is pleased 
to announce its move to 306 E. 
Coolbaugh St. in Red Oak’s. 

UGI Red Oak will maintain 
the same hours of operation, 
Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. 
to 5 p.m.  

“Red Oak works hard to 
innovate and grow the com-
munity, so I’m excited to move 
our office closer to the center of 
the action. While there is a lot 
going on throughout the entire 
Red Oak community, we think 
our customers will appreciate 
the convenience of being able 
to stop by while they’re down-
town”, said Branch Manager, 
Andy Rea. 

The move to the new facility 
took place Feb. 24. 

UGI is an independent agen-
cy and offers a variety of insur-
ance products. 

United Group moves 
to E. Coolbaugh St. 

HORNER
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will be collected and recycled. Institutions who sign up for the pro-
gram will be assisted by Single Use Solutions as they collect at least 
84% of the bottles, and the collected bottles will be ground up and 
recycled into more bottles or even something cooler.

“Our bottle can be made into 3D filament right straight away and 
that is what we are recommending. End of use is everything,” Horner 
said.

 Horner said they plan on having around 12 closed loop sites this 
year to demonstrate the concept and will continue to expand in the 
following years.

“The other guys who put the bottles on retail shelves in the mid 
2000s, went bankrupt because of how they marketed it,” Horner said. 

“I’ve been sitting on this project for years, and every year I think, this 
is surely our year!”

Years down the road, Horner has even more plans for their bio-
based bottle, but he’s not ready to share his idea just yet.

“All we are as a company are people who don’t give up. I can’t 
tell you how many times we should have given up, but we are in 
a good spot right now.”  There is even a new documentary movie 
released  this month called “Plastic Planet”, and Single Use Solutions 
got a chance to be one of the examples of success in the movie in 
reducing plastic on the Earth.

There is more information about this Red Oak company at: single-
use-solutions.com.

APY*

12-month CD

4.65%
$1,000 MIN. BALANCE

Smart Savers Save with Veridian

*APY = Annual Percentage Yield. APY is accurate as of 1/30/2023 and is subject to change. Interest on CDs is compounded quarterly. APY is subject to change after account is 
opened. Interest rate locked when account is opened except for bump-up CDs, which can be converted to a higher rate once during their terms. Penalty may be imposed for early 
withdrawal, and fees could reduce earnings on account. Other rates and terms available. Withdrawal of earnings could reduce APY. Membership required to open a CD and is
subject to qualifications and a minimum $5 share deposit. Federally insured by NCUA.

Open a CD today.
veridiancu.org/CD
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BATTEN 
SANITATION 
SERVICE, INC.

Mary Jane Walker, President
Lynette Bruce, Vice President

As of  March 1, 2023 we have been providing waste collection and hauling for the 
residences and businesses of  Red Oak for 40 years. We have also provided recycling 
service to the City of  Red Oak for 26 years. 

We wish to take this opportunity to thank all our customers that have supported us 
and made this anniversary possible. We would also like to thank our employees that 
work in all types of  weather to provide these services and to Aimee Allen who is our 
offi ce manager.

We especially want to thank Curtis Clark who recently celebrated 30 years of  
employment with us.



Kirk Goranson, 69
Kirk Goranson, 69, of Lincoln, Neb., passed away Friday, Feb. 24, 2023, at the University of 

Nebraska Medical Center following complications after a stem cell transplant, which was con-
ducted in October of 2022. 

Kirk was born to Kenneth and Geraldine Goranson in Red Oak. Going back to his grade school 
days, he often talked about starting school in a one-room country school and finding ants in his 
lunchbox at noon. He graduated from Red Oak High School with the class of 1971. In 1975, he 
graduated from Northwest Missouri State University with an agribusiness degree. 

In 1974, Kirk married Diane Fleming and to this union, two children were born. 
After college he enjoyed working for Hormel as a production manager in Minnesota and Wis-

consin. In the late 1970s, Kirk and Diane moved to Fairbury, Neb., and Kirk spent most of his 
working years working for John Deere dealerships in Fairbury, Crete, and Seward. He loved his 
work and most enjoyed traveling the countryside and visiting customers. 

While living in Fairbury, he was a member of the Fairbury City Council and First United Presbyterian Church, where 
he served as an elder. One of his proudest accomplishments was being a member of the church building committee, 
which designed, constructed, and dedicated a new handicapped accessible church in 1999. While living in Crete, he was 
a member of the Grace United Methodist Church and enjoyed men’s breakfast. Most recently, he was serving as an elder 
of the Good Shepherd Presbyterian Church of Lincoln and co-chair of the steward and budget committee. 

Kirk was a passionate Kansas City Chiefs fan, and he attended most home games. He was meticulous about his lawn 
and loved spending hours working on it and helping with the gardening. After retirement he was a dedicated member 
of Madonna Pro-Active, where he enjoyed spending most of his weekday mornings. Kirk’s favorite hobbies included 
listening to oldies on the radio or watching a black and white western on the television. He was in good company with 
his dog, Chief, and cat, Andy, who brought Kirk so much joy. 

Kirk was preceded in death by his parents, Kenneth and Geraldine Goranson; stepmothers, Sheila Goranson and Lil-
lian Stuewe; and grandparents, Harry and Ellen Goranson and Carl and Mila Berg. 

Kirk is survived by his wife, Diane; and by his sons, Justin (Cindy) Goranson of Seward, Neb.; and Wesley (Abbie) 
Goranson of Omaha, Neb. Most precious were his five grandchildren, Mila, Scarlett, Baylor, Claire, and Quinn. Other 
survivors include his brother, Mark (Sue) Goranson of Red Oak; sister, Joanie (Al) Pfeifer of Elkhorn, Neb.; brother-
in-law, Morris (Marsha) Fleming of Emerson; aunt, Carolyn Quist of Red Oak, along with many nieces, nephews, and 
cousins. 

Visitation will be held Tuesday, Feb. 28, 2023, from 5 to 7 p.m.. at Lincoln Memorial Funeral Home, 6800 South 
14th Street, Lincoln, NE 68512. 

Celebration of Life will be held Wednesday, March 1, 2023, at 11 a.m. at Good Shepherd Presbyterian Church, 8300 
E. Pointe Road, Lincoln, NE 68506, with food and fellowship to follow immediately thereafter. 

In lieu of flowers, please direct memorials to Madonna Foundation or Good Shepherd Presbyterian Church of Lincoln. 
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Thomas Breedlove, 85
Thomas A. Breedlove, 85, Cypress, Texas, passed away on Wednesday, Feb. 22, 2023 at his 

home in Cypress, Texas. 
Mass of Christian Burial will be held at 10:30 a.m., Saturday, March 4, 2023, at St. Patrick’s 

Catholic Church in Imogene. 
Visitation with family will be held from 5 until 6:30 p.m. with Rosary to follow on Friday, 

March 3, 2023, at the Wabash Memorial Chapel in Shenandoah. Burial will be held at the Mt. 
Calvary Cemetery in Imogene. 

In lieu of flowers, memorials may be directed to Sons and Daughters of Imogene; please venmo 
memorials to @Sonsand-DaughtersofImogene. 

Full obituary may be viewed at wabashmemorial.com. Services are entrusted to Wabash 
Memorial Chapel of Shenandoah.

ANSWER - PUZZLE ON PAGE

CROSSWORD - ANSWER ON PAGE

CLUES ACROSS
1. Relaxing place
4. Plant by scattering
7. A type of explorer
12. Unique traits
15. Lady
16. Dismayed
18. Railway
19. Type of whale
20. Sodium
21. Manning and Lilly are 
two

24. Where golfers begin
27. Entrapped
30. Influential punk artist
31. Hebrew calendar 
month
33. Car mechanics group
34. Undesirable rodent
35. Minneapolis suburb
37. Witch
39. Get free of
41. A written proposal or 
reminder

42. British School
44. Country on west 
coast of Africa
47. Cool!
48. Information
49. __ route
50. Jim Nantz’s network
52. Something to register 
(abbr.)
53. Give cards incorrectly
56. One who’s learning 
on the job
61. Stevenson adventure 
novel
63. Taking careful notice
64. CNN’s founder
65. Speak badly of

CLUES DOWN
1. A person with unusual 
powers of foresight
2. Single sheet of glass
3. Portrays a character
4. Expresses happiness
5. Acquires
6. “The Martian” author
7. Degree
8. 60-minute intervals
9. A detective’s pal
10. Group of nations 
(abbr.)
11. Popular Georgia rock-
ers
12. Fencing swords
13. Basement

14. Samoan monetary 
unit
17. Male parent
22. Finnish lake
23. A smooth fabric
24. Arctic explorers 
(abbr.)
25. Mild yellow Dutch 
cheese
26. Very willing
28. Expressed pleasure
29. Lasso
32. Hindu model of ideal 
man
36. Move your head in 
approval
38. Ill-__: gained illegally
40. Die
43. Accused publicly
44. Precious stone
45. Individual thing or 
person
46. Behaved in a way that 
degraded
51. Derogatory term
54. No seats available
55. Liability
56. Popular beverage
57. Tough outer skin of 
fruit
58. __ Spumante (Italian 
wine)
59. Troubles
60. Negative
62. Camper

REAL ESTATE

WARRANTY DEED
• Bryan Karwal, President, and 

B K Pork Inc.. to Bryan and Debra 
Karwal, and Kimberly Chance, 
18-73-36 Lt A, 19-73-36.

• Leon Volkmer Family Trust, 
Leon Volkmer, Trustee, Edus 
Volkmer Family Trust, and Edus 
Volkmer, Trustee, to Michael and 
Teresa Keiser, Red Oak Fairview 
Addition Lts 71-72.

QUIT CLAIM DEED
• Aimee Allen to James Craun, 

Red Oak Western Addition Blk 
14 Lts 7-8.

• Damien and Kimberly 
Chance to Bryan and Debra Kar-
wal, 18-73-36 Lt A, 19-73-36.

MORTGAGE
• Michael and Teresa Keiser 

to Arbor Bank, Red Oak Fairview 
Addition Lts 71-72.

• Ronald and Brittany Jura to 
Veridian Credit Union, 33-72-38 
Parcels B-C.

SMALL CLAIMS
• Credit Bureau Services of 

IA Inc. vs. David Lensch, Elliott, 
judgment default in favor of the 
plaintiff, $2,038.51 with 6.79% 
interest from Feb. 23, plus costs.

• Credit Bureau Services of 
IA Inc. vs. Michael and Teresa 
Farley, Villisca, judgment default 
in favor of the plaintiff, $537.65 
with 6.79% interest from Feb. 21, 
plus costs.

• Credit Bureau Services of IA 
Inc. vs. Christopher Lowrance, 
Stanton, judgment default in favor 
of the plaintiff, $6,484.96 with 
6.79% interest from Feb. 23, plus 
costs.

• Credit Bureau Services of IA 
Inc. vs. Michael LaFollett, Red 
Oak, judgment default in favor 
of the plaintiff, $4,316.82 with 
6.79% interest from Feb. 23, plus 
costs.

• Credit Bureau Services of 
IA Inc. vs. Nina Kling, Villisca, 
judgment default in favor of the 
plaintiff, $3,145.77 with 6.79% 
interest from Feb. 23, plus costs.

• Credit Bureau Services of IA 
Inc. vs. Kaitlyn Danick, Red Oak, 
judgment default in favor of the 
plaintiff, $1,126.40 with 6.79% 
interest from Feb. 23, plus costs.

ArrESts
•  Filed Feb. 22, Sebastian 

Meek, 21, Red Oak, theft second 
degree, $5,000 bond.

• Filed Feb. 24, Kenny Bowers, 
67, Elliott, reckless use of firearm. 
$300 cash bond.

• Filed Feb. 24, Zachary Mill-
er, 22, Red Oak, domestic abuse 
assault first offense, $300 bond.

• Filed Feb. 25, Christopher 
Birdtail, 25, Red Oak, harassment 
first degree, $2,000 bond.

• Filed Feb. 25, Richard Jen-
kins, 52, Red Oak, burglary third 
degree, assalt with intent to inflict 
serious injury, $5,000 bond.

DISMISSED
• Aggravated, State of Iowa vs. 

Ryan Jennings, 32, Omaha, Neb., 
child endangerment, dismissed.

CRIMINAL 
• Aggravated, State of Iowa 

vs. Dawson Squires, 24, Shenan-
doah, possession of a controlled 
substance - second offense, pled 
guilty, 364 days jail, suspended, 
$430 fine, suspended, one year 
probation, obtain drug/alcohol 
evaluation.

• Felony, State of Iowa vs. 
Kenneth Huber, 65, Lenox, pos-
session of a controlled substance 
- third or subsequent offense, pos-
session of a controlled substance 
- marijuana, second offense.

• Felony, State of Iowa vs. 
Aaron Childs, 39, Shenandoah, 
theft second degree, two counts.

• Felony, State of Iowa vs. 
Dyllan Hansen, 21, Red Oak, theft 
second degree.

• Felony, State of Iowa vs. 

Sebastian Meek, 21, Red Oak, 
theft second degree.

• Simple misdemeanor, State 
of Iowa vs. Ronald Hall, 63, Red 
Oak, theft fifth degree, pled guilty, 
two days jail, time served. 

• Serious misdemeanor, State 
of Iowa vs. Jeffery Currie, Jr., 32, 
Red Oak, possession of a con-
trolled substance - methamphet-
amine, first offense, pled guilty, 
$430 fine.

• Serious misdemeanor, State 
of Iowa vs. Roger Dykes, 61, Red 
Oak, domestic abuse assault/inju-
ry or mental illness - first offense

• Serious misdemeanor, State 
of Iowa vs. Dylan Troyer, 22, 
Atlantic, criminal mischief fourth 
degree.

TRAFFIC
• Alana Johnson, Red Oak, no 

valid driver’s license, failure to 
provide proof of financial liability 
insurance.

• Grant Miller, Lenox, opera-
tion by unqualified driver.

• Heidi Brickman, Norwalk, 
speeding.

• Colton Suhr, Waukee, speed-
ing.

• Tony King, Red Oak, regis-
tration violation. 

• Bradina Gary, Atlantic, oper-
ation without registration card or 
plate.

• Maddex McCunn, Red Oak, 
fail to yield upon entering through 
highway.

• Leroy Strong, Omaha, Neb., 
speeding.

• Ashish Batheja, Carter Lake, 
speeding.

• Jeremy Kroeger, Deshler, 
Neb., speeding. 

• Teddi Rattenborg, Nodaway, 
failure to obey traffic control 
device.

• Heath Ogg, Elliott, open con-
tainer - driver 21 yrs old and 
older.

• Thomas Mace, Atlantic, fail-
ure to provide proof of financial 
liability insurance. 

• James Wagner, Elkhorn, 
Neb., operation without registra-
tion card or plate. 

• Katherine Branson, Carter 
Lake, operation without registra-
tion card or plate. 

• Jason Gilleland, Red Oak, 
operation without registration 
card or plate. 

• Rachael Gard, Lenox, speed-

ing.
• Keaton White, Creston, fail 

to display registration plate.
• Samuel Ortiz, Red Oak, 

speeding.
• Cecil Armstrong, Pacific 

Junction, operation without regis-
tration card or plate. 

•James Scroggs, Red Oak, 
operating non-registered vehicle.

• Taylor Geisken, Maryville, 
Mo., fraudulent use of registra-
tion.

• Tyler Gibler, Villisca, driving 
while license denied, suspended, 
cancelled, or revoked.

The following events were filed with 
the Red Oak, Montgomery County, 
State of  Iowa, or other government 
offices. In regard to law enforce-
ment and judicial activities, all par-
ties are presumed innocent until 
proven guilty, and other details 
may be available at iowacourts.
state.ia.us.

Crystal Naser, 37
Crystal Marie Naser, 37, Griswold, died Feb. 24, 2023, after a courageous 

battle with cancer, surrounded by her loving family, at her home.
Crystal Naser, the daughter of Jesse Allen and Debra Lynn (Petersen) 

Rush, was born June 28, 1985, in Atlantic. Crystal attended elementary 
school at Lewis and graduated from Griswold High School with the class 
of 2003. After graduating, she attended DMACC in Ankeny and then Iowa 
Western Community College in Council Bluffs, where she received an Asso-
ciate of Arts Degree in Administration. 

Crystal worked at Hy-Vee in Red Oak while in high school. After gradu-
ating from college, she returned to work at Hy-Vee in Red Oak, was named 
as the Market Grille Manager in 2013 and continued in that position until 
her death.

 On Oct. 6, 2012, Crystal was united in marriage to Mark Naser at St. Mary’s Catholic Church 
in Red Oak, and they then made their home in Griswold.

Crystal was a member of the Griswold Central Church of Christ. She loved spending time with 
her family and friends, traveling, animals, crafting with her Mom and Aunt Janet, working in her 
yard, and shopping, especially for shoes.

She was preceded in death by her grandparents, Everett and Lela Petersen, and Dale Rush.
Crystal is survived by her husband Mark Naser of Griswold; her children, Alex Rush, and 

Mason and Hayden Naser, all of Griswold; her parents, Jesse and Debbie (Babe) Rush of Elliott; 
her brothers, Nick Rush and fiancée Taylor Huerta of Griswold, and Brad Rush and wife Mindy 
of Red Oak; her father-in-law and mother-in-law, Kevin and Mary Ann Naser of Red Oak; her 
brother-in-law, Seth Naser of Estes Park, Colo.; her sister-in-law, Sarah Brown and husband Justin 
of Estes Park, Colo.; her nieces and nephews, Maddison, Macy, Bennett, and Braxton Rush; her 
grandmother, Norma (Smiley) Rush; her aunts and uncles, Janet and Doug Johnson, Jim and Lisa 
Rush, and Norman (Buke) and Lori Petersen; and many other relatives and friends.

Memorials may be left for a college fund for her boys or the discretion of the family.
A Celebration of Life Memorial Service will be held on Saturday, March 4, 2023, at 11 a.m., 

at the Griswold Central Church of Christ. A private interment will be held at Pleasant Township 
Cemetery south of Griswold. Rieken Duhn Funeral Home in Griswold is assisting the family.

Glenda McCulley, 69
Glenda Diane McCulley, 69, Red Oak, passed away Tuesday, Feb. 21, 2023, at the Montgomery County Memorial 

Hospital. 
Glenda was born Aug. 12, 1953, in Kankakee, Ill., the daughter of Glenn and Ramona (Hustedt) Gagnon. 
Survivors include her husband, Dennis McCulley of Red Oak; children, Ali Dudley of Antioch, Ill.; Dan Dillulo of 

Antioch, Ill.; and Sarah Vincent of Des Plaines, Ill.; and three grandchildren.
Services will be held at a later date in Illinois.
Nelson-Boylan-LeRette Funeral Chapel is in charge of arrangements.
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The Time Capsule | Roy maRshall

Do we have readers who experienced Del-Rich? 
Those who actually “popped the pill,” then massaged and knead-

ed a plastic bag to spread coloring and transform a sickly white blob 
of oleomargarine into the golden glow of butter—”all-natural” butter 
that sometimes got its yellow hue from dye?

Del-Rich, by Cudahy, was first advertised in Red Oak in May of 
1949, with the A&P grocery selling it for 24 cents a pound. Butter, in 
the same weekly ad, was 84 cents. Adjusted for inflation, 84 cents for 
butter would be the equivalent of $10.50 today. The price of 24 cents 
for oleomargarine is about $3.

For 80 years the dairy industry had been trying to eliminate oleo-
margarine, fighting the “Oleo Wars” in state legislatures and the court 
of public opinion. 

Their weapons included money, lobbyists, politicians, nutrition-
ists-for-hire and, in many cases, newspaper editors. 

Oleo fought back with much of the same, pouring in more money 
as mega-corporations invested in the lower-priced spread. 

Margarine gained favor in cities and non-dairy states, but took a 
beating in areas that milked a lot of cows.  

The two battled it out for decades. Then came Del-Rich, the 
nuclear bomb of the Oleo Wars. 

Del-Rich evaded Iowa’s law prohibiting the sale of yellow marga-
rine. Wives could buy it white and serve it yellow, free of the shame 
and stigma associated with a product accused of being a cheap and 
inferior substitute; an inferiority made obvious by its pallid and unap-
petizing whiteness..  

Whether Del-Rich was rich and delicious or whether it wasn’t, it 
could easily be made to look the same as butter. 

Oleo won that round, and the dam began 
to break. In 1953 Iowa’s “oleo tax” was 
dropped, increasing oleo’s price advantage. 
The law prohibiting the sale of yellow mar-
garine was also repealed, opening the door 
to yellow Blue Bonnet and putting Del-Rich 
on the ropes.   

The marketplace would decide the win-
ner rather than laws enacted to discour-
age the use of oleomargarine, although 
in 1957 Clyde Spry, Iowa’s Secretary of 
Agriculture, teamed with Norman Erbe, 
State’s Attorney General, in what amounted 

to a final offensive. They tried to run Imperial out of Dodge.  
Lever Brothers unveiled Imperial in 1956. Imperial was yellow, 

contained about 2% butterfat, was touted as offering the best of both 
products. 

It was reputed to have the same taste as butter along with the 
perceived health benefits of margarine, yet sold for half the price of 
butter. 

Adding a miniscule amount of butter to oleo to enhance oleo and 
further damage the dairy product was heaping insult onto injury—
and it was deemed illegal.  

Spry took Lever to court, claiming Iowa law prohibited butterfat 
in margarine. The case went to trial. 

The court found in favor of the state. Lever Brothers was ordered 
to stop peddling their Imperial in Iowa. An appeal was filed, and the 
case drug on for two years.  

Arguments centered on the legal definition of margarine as con-
tained in Iowa Code 190.1(2) which reads, in part, “mixture or com-
pound having a consistency similar to butter and which contains oils 
or fats OTHER THAN milkfat…” 

The state argued that because Imperial contained butterfat it 
couldn’t be oleomargarine. But because it didn’t contain enough but-
terfat to be classified as butter, it wasn’t butter either, and therefore 
wasn’t authorized by Iowa code.  

Lever Brothers took the position that “other than” did not preclude 
the inclusion of butterfat, and that Imperial met the oleomargarine 
standard.  

It strikes me that a person doesn’t need a law degree to know 
that when the statutory definition limits a substance to oils or fats 
OTHER THAN butterfat, this means that if the substance does con-
tain butterfat then it isn’t that substance. 

But I’m wrong. An appeals judge ruled the statute doesn’t mean 
what it appears to mean, and what it was obviously intended to mean, 
and ruled in favor of Imperial.    

Butter was beaten in the courts and margarine sales soared, but 
only for a while. 

Recent articles in the Wall Street Journal, Washington Post and 
elsewhere report that since 2000 margarine sales have dropped by 
32%. Butter use, during the same period of time, is up more than 
80%.  

Del-Rich is but a memory. 

Roy Marshall is a local historian and columnist for the Red Oak 
Express. He can be contacted at news@redoakexpress.com.

Letters to the Editor
The Red Oak Express supports healthy community discourse and encourages readers to submit a letter to the 

editor. Letters must be signed and include a phone number for verification purposes. They can be submitted by 
mail or dropped off at 2012 Commerce Drive, Red Oak, Iowa, 51566, or emailed to news@redoakexpress.com, or 
entered through our website at redoakexpress.com. Letters should be concise and centered on a single topic. All 
letters are subject to editing for length, taste, accuracy, liability, or other reasons. The Express is under no obligation 
to print any letter. If you have questions, contact the Express office at 712-623-2566 or news@redoakexpress.com.

Stronger the Press, Stronger the People

Yellow supremacy

ViEwpoints

Youth football meeting at Viking Center March 1
The Stanton Viking Center is hosting a par-

ent meeting with some of the coaches to inform 
everyone of the specifics of the youth football 
program and explain in more detail of an oppor-
tunities and options to the program. The meet-
ing will be hosted at the Viking Center at 6:30 

p.m. on March 2 in the Viking Center’s Viking 
Room. Attendees are free to contact Viking 
Center facility director Justin Miller in advance 
with any questions they may have. Miller can be 
reached at 829-2900, or by email at vikingcen-
ter@myfmtc.com.

Rubik’s Cubes have found their way to Inman Elementary School as part of the morning clubs. 
The students are having a blast learning how to solve them. Inman students have the choice to 
attend this club from 7:40-7:50 each morning. They also have the choice to attend yoga, book 
club, or walking club as well. (Photo submitted)

New club offered at Inman Elementary

Southwest Valley’s FFA Chapter celebrated FFA week last week with a number of events, including 
a special breakfast for all of the FFA members. The Southwest Valley FFA officers served the rest 
of the members the meal. Members also hung banners on lockers and distributed informational 
flyers around the hallways. (Photo submitted) 

SWV holds special FFA week activities

Bus Driver Appreciation at Stanton

Students at Stanton Elementary celebrated Bus Driver Appreciation Day with the district’s drivers.  
To honor the drivers, the students sang them a few songs. The students and staff expressed their 
appreciation to all the drivers for transporting students to and from school and activities. (Photo 
submitted)

East Mills enjoys special field trip

East Mills third grade students visited Texas Roadhouse in Council Bluffs Feb. 23. The students 
participated in a coloring contest, made their own designs with the rolls and baked them, got a 
tour of the building and learned about the restaurant’s history, had a little dance party, and some 
of the kids won raffle ticket prizes from trivia questions. (Photo submitted)
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Celebrating their anniversaries this week are:
 
Terri and Jim Hoskinson (civil) – March 7

Congratulations and happy anniversary to you!

To become a member of the free “Anniversary Club,” e-mail 
your anniversary (and those of your friends and family) to 
news@redoakexpress.com, mail to P.O. Box 377, Red Oak, IA 
51566, or drop by our office at 2012 Commerce Dr.

Happy 
Anniversary!

sponsored 
by:

Sellergren•Lindell•DeMarce 
Funeral home - 623-2796 

Belt Auto Center & Trailer Sales
623-2538

Nelson-Boylan-LeRette 
Funeral chapel - 623-2525

houghton State Bank
 623-4823

Thursday, March 2: Chicken 
with chicken gravy and whipped 
potatoes, lima beans, white bread 
slice, gelatin, milk/coffee.

Friday, March 3: Tuna salad 
sandwich on white bread, tomato 
cucumber salad, potato salad, baked 

cookies, milk/coffee.
Monday, March 6: Breaded 

chicken patty on a hamburger bun, 
scalloped potatoes, peas, fresh sea-
sonal fruit, milk/coffee.

Tuesday, March 7: Turkey ham 
with white beans, glazed savory 

baby carrots, sliced corn bread, 
lemon bar, milk/coffee.

Wednesday, March 8: Sliced 
roast beef with brown gravy, 
whipped potatoes and gravy, corn, 
white bread slice, birthday cake, 
milk/coffee.

For more information, call the 
Senior Center at 623-3497 or Caro-
lyn at 402-926-8683. 

Please call for reservations by 
9:30 a.m. the day before you plan 
to eat lunch.

Senior Menu

Happy Birthday!

Celebrating birthdays are:

Kent Swanson – March 2
Ailene Coates – March 3
Ellie Whigham – March 3
Denise Goddard – March 4
Kevin Britten – March 6
Ryan Johnson – March 7
Jozlyn Franzen – March 8

To be included on the free “Happy Birthday” list, e-mail 
your birthday (and those of your friends and family) to 
news@redoakexpress.com, mail to P.O. Box 377, Red Oak, 
IA 51566, or drop by our office at 2012 Commerce Dr.

The Red Oak Rotary Club held its 13th Annual Daddy/
Daughter Dance on Feb. 4. Roughly 230 girls were in 
attendance, and DJ Greg Brower provided the music. 
Coming back for their second year, Nishna Productions 
Ambassadors were a huge help with the crafts. All the 
participants had a lot of fun. Pictured above are partici-
pants Vivi and Dan Pollock. (Photo submitted)

Advent Christian
  300 S. 2nd Ave., Villisca, Rev. Jeff 
Eason, Sunday School, 9:30 a.m., 
Worship, 10:30 a.m., Celebrate 
Recovery, Tuesday, 6:30 p.m.

Assembly Of God  
1005 Senate, Red Oak, 623-2174, 
Services, 10:30 a.m. 

Baptist
  The Bridge (First Baptist Church), 
406 N. 3rd St., Red Oak, Rev. Len 
Taylor, Worship, 11 a.m. 
  Grace Baptist, 1510 N. 6th St., Red 
Oak, Gary D. Walters, Bible class, 
10 a.m., Worship, 11 a.m., Worship, 
6 p.m.; Wednesday, Prayer, 7 p.m.
  Grace Baptist, 525 Main St., Gris-
wold, Victor Maxson, Bible study, 10 
a.m., Worship, 11 a.m. Online: 11 
a.m. livestream.

Southern Baptist
  Crossroads Community Church, 
303 E. Oak St., use the alley 
entrance, Rev. Ricky Rohrig, Sr., 
Celebration Services with Kids’ 
Church, 9:23 a.m.,Wednesdays in 
the Word, live on Facebook, 6:30 
p.m. 712-357-1060, crossroadsre-
doak.com. Online: 9:45 a.m. approx. 
live on Facebook.

Catholic
  St. Joseph’s, 131 W. High, Villisca, 
Father Sylvester Okoh, Sunday 

Mass, 8:30 a.m.
  St. Mary’s, 1510 Highland Ave., 
Red Oak, Father Lazarus Kirigia, 
Saturdays, 5 p.m. (1st, 3rd, 5th 
Saturday); Sunday, 10:30 a.m., in 
Spanish, 1 p.m.

Christian
  First Christian, 1909 Summit 
St., Red Oak, Pastor AJ Baratta, 
PreKindergarten - Sunday School, 
9:30-10:15 a.m., Fellowship, 10 
a.m., Worship, 10:30 a.m. Online: 
10:30 a.m. live on Facebook.

Christian & Missionary 
Alliance

  Citylight Southwest Iowa, 705 Brad-
ford, Emerson. Co-lead pastors Matt 
Keller, Tyler Mass. Worship with 
children’s church, 10 a.m. in-person 
gathering. Online: 10 a.m. live on 
Facebook.
  Faith Community, 2701 N. 8th 
St., Red Oak, Pastor Dan Wetzel, 
Associate Pastor Stephen Beaulier, 
Worship, 9:30 a.m. Connection 
Classes for pre-kindergarten-adults, 
11 a.m..Wednesday activities: Faith 
Kids, Pre-K grade 4, 6-7:30 p.m. 
Faith Midpoint, grades 5-6, 6-7:30 
p.m. Faith Youth, grades 7-12, 
7-8:30 p.m. Online: 9:30 a.m. on 
KCSI, 9:30 a.m. on. Facebook.

Church Of Christ 
 Church Of Christ, Elliott, Sunday 
Bible School, 9 a.m., Worship, 10 
a.m., Men’s and Women’s Bible 
study and breakfast, first Sunday of 
the month at 7:30 a.m.
  River of Life Church, Hwy. 48 
North, Red Oak, Interin Minister 
Kevin Berry, Sunday School 9 a.m., 
Worship, 10 a.m. 

Church Of the Nazarene
  Red Oak, 401 E. Prospect St., Rev. 
Lori Lathrop. Radio ministry, 8:30 
a.m., worship with children’s church 
at 10:30 a.m.

Covenant 
  Evangelical, Rev. Matt King, 308 
Eastern, Stanton, Sunday School 
9:30 a.m., Worship, 10:45 a.m. 
Online: 10:45 a.m. live on Facebook 
and later on Youtube.
  Faith Covenant Church, 212 Alice 
St., Essex, Pastor Gordon Scott, 
Pastor Staci Shearer, Worship, 8:30 
a.m. 
  First Covenant, Rev. Alan Dean, 
pastor, 3rd & Hammond, Red Oak, 
Worship, 9:30 a.m.

Jehovah’s Witness
  210 Argus Road, Shenandoah, 
Thursday, 7:30 p.m.; Sunday, 10 
a.m., public Bible discourse. 

Lutheran
  Bethesda Lutheran, Rural Clarinda. 
Worship 9:30 a.m. Worship, Sunday 
School 10:30 a.m. 
  Bethlehem Lutheran, 1101 Summit 
St., Red Oak, Rev. Jennifer Yeske-
Drown, Sunday worship, 11 a.m.
  Strand Evangelical, Rural Villisca, 
Rev. Marietta Nelson-Bittle, Worship, 
9:45 a.m.
  Fremont Lutheran (Nyman), 1147 
Ironwood Ave, Red Oak, Pastor Ann 
Albert, Worship, 9:30 a.m., Sunday 
School, 10:30 a.m.
  Mamrelund Lutheran, 410 Eastern 
Ave., Stanton. Worship, 10:30 a.m. 
Sunday School, 9:15 a.m. Online: 
10:30 a.m. FMTC Cable Channel 1, 
also live on Facebook.
  Mt. Calvary, 107 S. 5th, Villisca, Je-
rome Wagoner, Worship, 9:00 a.m. 
  Tabor Lutheran, 1711 Q Ave., 
Stanton, Worship, 8:15 a.m., Sunday 
School, 9:15 a.m.
  Peace Lutheran, (A WELS 
Congregation), 411 Church St., 
Shenandoah, Saturday Worship, 
5:30 p.m.; Bible and Sunday School, 
6:30 p.m.

Non-Denominational
 Oaks Community Church, 41310 
Ellington Rd., Emerson, Rev. Ron 
Perry, 712-824-7218, Sunday 
School, 10 a.m., Worship, 11 a.m.

Presbyterian 
 Center Ridge, 1546 N. 110th St., 
Red Oak, Caryn Pedersen, Worship  
1 p.m., two times a month. Call 623-
9023 for more information.
  First Presbyterian, 109 S. 3rd Ave., 
Villisca, Rev. Sandra Wainwright, 
Sunday School, 9:30 a.m., Worship, 
10:30 a.m.
  Red Oak Presbyterian, 511 E. 
Coolbaugh, PO Box 402, Red Oak, 
Caryn Pedersen, redoakpresbyteri-
anchurch.com, Service, 10:30 a.m. 
Online: 10:30 a.m. live on Face-
book/Red Oak Presbyterian Church

Reformed Evangelical
  Heartland Sovereign Grace Church, 
new church plant. Bible study 
Sunday, 5 p.m., www.swiacrec.com, 
contact@swiacrec.com.

United Methodist
  First United Methodist, 600 E. Ham-
mond, Red Oak, Rev. Jennifer Van 
Nostrand, Worship, Sunday, 9 a.m.; 
Youth group Wednesday 6:30-8 
p.m., grades 6-12, snack is served. 
Online: 9 a.m. fumcro.org; click 
on the media tab to see previously 
recorded services.
  Wesley Chapel UMC, Rev. Carl 
Phillips, Worship, 8:45 a.m., Sunday 
School, 9:45 a.m.
  Red Oak Circuit, Linda Westerhold; 
Hawthorne, 1248 210th St., Red 

Oak, Worship, 10 a.m.; Stratton, 
1695 150th St., Red Oak, Worship, 
11:15 a.m. Online: 11:15 a.m. live 
on Facebook.
  Elliott United Methodist, Rev. Terry 
McClain, Sunday School, 9 a.m., 
Worship, 10 a.m. Online: 10 a.m. 
live on Facebook.
  Emerson United Methodist Church, 
Rev. Denise Stevens, 801 Bradford 
Ave., Emerson, (712) 824-7368, 
Sunday School, 9:30 a.m., Worship, 
10:30 a.m.
  Grant United Methodist, Pastor 
Casey Pelzer, Worship services, 
8:30 a.m. Online: 8:30 a.m. live on 
Facebook
  United Methodist, 203 S. 3rd 
Ave., Villisca, Pastor Jennifer Van 
Nostrand, Sunday School 9:30 a.m., 
Worship, 10:45 a.m. Online: 10:45 
a.m. live on Facebook.
  Strahan United Methodist, Hast-
ings, Rev. David Kwangki Kim, 
Worship, 9:30 a.m., Sunday School, 
10:30 a.m.

United Church Of Christ 
  First Congregational, 608 Reed St., 
Red Oak, Sunday Worship, 11:30 
a.m. in the sanctuary with fellowship 
prior to the service at 10:30 a.m..
Rev. Holly Scherff, interim pastor.

8 a.m.-noon, Leadership Red 
Oak begins.

Noon, SCORE webinar, 
“How to Use Keywords On 
Your Website and Social Media 
to Attract Customers.” Go to 
omaha.score.org/content/take-
workshop-242.

12:30 p.m., Bingo, Red Oak 
Senior Center, 2700 N. 4th St. 
Call 712-623-3497 or Carolyn 
at 402-926-8683 for more infor-
mation.

4 p.m., Community Prayer 
Time, Fountain Square Park. Call 
Bonnie at 623-4759.

7 p.m., Alcoholics Anony-
mous, Bethlehem Lutheran 
Church, 1101 Summit St.

Red Oak Public Library, Pop-
corn Friday, all day. 

9 a.m.-midnight, Bella Notte 
Pampered Artist Retreat, 504 E. 
Reed St. Call 402-547-7334 for 
further details or to register.

10-11 a.m., Core 52 Bible 
study at the Red Oak Presbyterian 
Church, 511 E. Coolbaugh St. 

10:15 a.m., Storytime at the 
Red Oak Public Library, 400 
N. 2nd St., theme: “Animal 
Friends.”

5-6:30 p.m., Lenten Fish Fry 
at St. Mary's Catholic Church, 
1510 Highland Ave. See story on 
this page for further information.

5:30 p.m., Alcoholics Anony-
mous, Bethlehem Lutheran 
Church, 1101 Summit St.

6-9 p.m., The Wildwoods at 
the Five One 8, 518 N. 4th St. 

7 p.m., “Ant-Man and the 
Wasp,” theatre #1; “Silent Night 
in Algona,” theatre #2; Red Oak 
Grand Theatre.

8 a.m., Legislative Coffee, 
Montgomery County Family 
YMCA, 101 E. Cherry St. 

8 a.m.-4 p.m., Women Gain-
ing Ground seminars and work-
shops, Clarinda High School, 100 
N. Cardinal Dr. 

9 a.m.-midnight, Bella Notte 
Pampered Artist Retreat, 504 E. 
Reed St. Call 402-547-7334 for 
further details or to register.

10-10:45 a.m., Parent-Tot 
swim lessons for kids ages 
6  months to three years at the 
Montgomery County Family 
YMCA, 101 E. Cherry St. $35 
for members, $50 for potential 
members.

10-11 a.m., Family Play Ses-
sion - Masks and Movement, The 
Wilson Performing Arts Center, 
300 Commerce Dr. 

1 p.m., Community Network 
Analysis, Five One 8, 518 N. 4th 
St. See story on this page for fur-
ther details.

5:30 p.m., Mills-Montgomery 
County Cattlemen's Association 
annual banquet and scholarship 
auction, White Fair Building, 
1809 N 4th St. Social hour begins 
at 5:30 p.m, prime rib dinner at 
6:30 p.m. Tickets $30.

7 p.m., “Ant-Man and the 
Wasp,” theatre #1; “Silent Night 
in Algona,” theatre #2; Red Oak 

Grand Theatre.
7:30 p.m. Todd Oliver and 

Irving the Talking Dog, The 
Wilson Performing Arts Center, 
300 Commerce Dr. Tickets $30 
for adults, $20 for kids. Call 623-
3183 or visit wilsonartscenter.org 
for tickets.

9 a.m.-4 p.m., Bella Notte 
Pampered Artist Retreat, 504 E. 
Reed St. Call 402-547-7334 for 
further details or to register.

2 and 7 p.m., “Ant-Man and 
the Wasp,” theatre #1; “Silent 
Night in Algona,” theatre #2; Red 
Oak Grand Theatre.

2:30 p.m. Todd Oliver and 
Irving the Talking Dog, The 
Wilson Performing Arts Center, 
300 Commerce Dr. Tickets $30 
for adults, $20 for kids. Call 623-
3183 or visit wilsonartscenter.org 
for tickets.

5:30 p.m., Alcoholics Anony-
mous, Bethlehem Lutheran 
Church, 1101 Summit St.

12:30 p.m. Bingo, Red Oak 
Senior Center, 2700 N. 4th St. 
Call 712-623-3497 or Carolyn 
at 402-926-8683 for more infor-
mation.

7 p.m., Alcoholics Anony-
mous, Bethlehem Lutheran 
Church, 1101 Summit St.

8:30 a.m., Montgomery Coun-
ty Supervisors, North Meeting 
Room in courthouse basement, 
open to public.

Noon, SCORE webinar, 
“How to Choose The Right Busi-
ness Structure For Your Busi-
ness.” Go to omaha.score.org/
content/take-workshop-242.

Noon, Rotary Club meeting. 
For location, go to rotarydis-
trict5650.org/clubinfo/red-oak.

1 p.m., Card games (pitch 
and/or cribbage) Red Oak 
Senior Center, 2700 N. 4th St. 
Call 712-623-3497 or Carolyn 
at 402-926-8683 for more infor-
mation. 

2-3:30 p.m., Journeys Grief 
Support Group, Faith Com-
munity Church, 2701 N. 8th 
St. Sessions will be held every 
Tuesday for six weeks. 5-5:45 
p.m., Sports academy at the Mont-
gomery County Family YMCA, 
101 E. Cherry St., for pre-kinder-
garten and kindergarten.

6-9 p.m., Winter Session 
I Singles Tennis League, 
Montgomery County Fam-
ily YMCA, 101 E. Cherry 
St. Register at: https://mont-
gomeryco.recliquecore.com/
programs/110014/high-school-
adult-tennis-leagues/?location
s=13&fbclid=IwAR3kvAaAa
BRHmw7_0ffBP2VG7Uykjy
9TnHbuOah5cAL3-0lW6HC-
6QZvmAUk

1:30-5 p.m., Christ’s Cup-
board Food Pantry and Clothing 
Cupboard, 206 E. Coolbaugh St. 
Donations accepted 1-5 p.m. at 
back door.

2 March

3 March

4 March

5 March

6 March

7 March

Community Calendar

8 March

Members of the Red Oak 
community are invited to par-
ticipate in a community network 
analysis event at 1 p.m. March 4 
at the Five One 8, 518 N. 4th St. 

Information collected at the 
meeting will be used as a guid-
ing tool throughout the Commu-

nity Heart & Soul process. The 
meeting is focused on gaining 
an understanding of who lives, 
works, and plays in the Red 
Oak community, and how best 
to reach them. To learn more, 
visit communityheartandsoul.
org/what-we-do/

Daddy/Daughter Dance a success
The Red Oak Public Library has announced the storytime themes 

for March. 
The event is held every Friday at 10:15 a.m. in the children’s 

department of the library, 400 N. 2nd St. Snacks are provided, and 
there is no cost to participate. The themes for March are:

• March 3: Animal Friends.
• March 10: Spring.
• March 17: Clover Day.
• March 24: Up We Go!
• March 31: Frog Day.

Storytime at Red Oak Library

Rotary Club Donation
The Red Oak Rotary, along with 
several other local businesses 
and individuals, have been given 
the opportunity to contribute to 
the Red Oak Child Development 
Center's Capital Campaign. The 
campaign aimed to establish a 
much-needed childcare center in 
the community, and the group is 
pleased to see that the resulting 
center has already been proven to 
provide a high-quality environment 
for children and families The group 
was able to make a donation of 
$2,500 to the center.  (Photo sub-
mitted)

Community network analyisis meeting 
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DOVEL
REFRIGERATION

Heating & Cooling
1600 N. Broadway • Red Oak, IA 51566 

 712-623-9614 • www.dovelappliances.com

Southwest Iowa’s Finest Full Service Meat Department!
Freshness, Quality, Value & Full Service Food Stamp Cards Welcome

MEAT DEPT PHONE: 623-5648 •  GROC. PHONE: 623-2651

Fresh Produce!!  Carry Out Available to your Car!!
811 BROADWAY, RED OAK, IA 51566

Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recognize identical 
words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns.
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AMERICAN
CARVED
CHIEF
FACE
FOUR
GIANT
GRID
HILLS
HORSE
NATIVE
PRESIDENT
SCULPTURE
STATE
VISIT
WORK

You can make a small picture larger in much the 
same way Borglum and Ziolkowski expanded 
small sculptures into mountain-sized ones.

Look at the small drawing of Crazy Horse. It is 
drawn in a grid of small boxes.

To the right is a grid with larger boxes. Copy the 
drawing of Crazy Horse, one box at a time, and 
you will make a drawing that is larger than the 
original. One box is done for you.

Four presidents were chosen to be carved into Mt. Rushmore. 
Unscramble the name of each president. The clues will help you.

Have you ever looked at a stone, a 
cli�, or even a mountain and thought 
you could see a face?

In 1924, the American sculptor Gutzon 
Borglum was invited to the Black Hills in 
South Dakota to turn a mountain into an 
enormous sculpture. When he looked at 
one of the mountains, he saw that he could 
 carve the faces of four of our 
          presidents there.

The people of South Dakota hoped 
the monuments would attract 
tourists to their state. And attract 
tourists they do. Nearly 3 million 
people visit Mt. Rushmore and the 
Crazy Horse Memorial every year.

Grow a Picture
Standards Link: Identify cause 

and effect using visual cues.

Choose one page of the 
newspaper. Find five or 
more words and write 
them on another sheet 
of paper in ABC order.

Carve Out the ABCs

Who is carved into Mount Rushmore?

Crazy Horse 
Memorial

The first president 
of the United 

States.

OREGEG 
TAWGONHISN

Our 16th President ended 
the Civil War and slavery.

The 26th U.S. President helped to 
grow the country at home and abroad. A mountain in the Black Hills is 

being carved into the shape of a 
man. It is a giant carving of Crazy 
Horse, a fearless and famous 
Lakota war leader.

When finished, the Crazy Horse Memorial 
will be the biggest sculpture in the world.

Chief Standing Bear and other Native 
American chiefs invited sculptor Korczak 
Ziolkowski to carve the Crazy Horse 
Memorial out of a mountain. Work began 
over 70 years ago, and it will take many more 
years to complete it.

Third President of 
the United States 
and author of the 
Declaration of 
Independence.

MOTSHA 
FEFEJORSN DOORTHEE VELSTROEO

ARMAAHB COLLNNI

Mt. Rushmore

The Black Hills are filled with wildlife. Prairie dogs romp and 
play in the fields and meadows. Can you find the prairie dog 

that looks different than all the others?

© 2023 by Vicki Whiting, Editor     Je� Schinkel, Graphics     Vol. 39, No. 13

If I Were 
President

Imagine that you have been 
elected President of the United 
States. What would you do? 
What would you change?

The noun monument means 
something built in memory 

of a person or event.

MONUMENT

Try to use the word 
monument in a sentence 

today when talking with your 
friends and family members.

Mt. Rushmore is a 
monument that honors 

four U.S. Presidents.

This week’s word:

Have a family member take a 
guess at answering these 

questions. Use the code to 
check their answers.

How tall are the faces on 
Mt. Rushmore?

feet tall

1.

How wide are the eyes on 
Mt. Rushmore?

feet wide

2.

How long are the noses on 
Mt. Rushmore?

feet long

3.

How wide are the mouths 
on Mt. Rushmore?

feet wide

4.

How tall is the face on the 
Crazy Horse Memorial?

feet tall

5.

How long is the 
outstreched arm on the 
Crazy Horse Memorial?

feet long

6.

How long is the pointing 
�nger on the Crazy Horse 
Memorial?

feet

7.

How tall is the horse’s 
head on the Crazy Horse 
Memorial?

stories tall

8.

Learn more about these 
monuments by visiting:

crazyhorsememorial.org
www.nps.gov

= 0

= 1

= 2

= 3

= 4

= 5

= 6

= 7

= 8

= 9

Play this game with a buddy. Choose a picture 
from the newspaper. Study the picture for one 
minute. Then cover the picture and take turns 
telling each other everything you can 
remember about it.
Standards Link: Language Arts: Summarize main ideas in writing.

Memory Buddies

2049 Fernwood Ave. | Red Oak, Iowa 51566
712-623-9117

For job opportunities goto: jobs.bunge.com

We Buy Local White Corn

Beth A. Vial
Owner

300 East Coolbaugh St.
Red Oak, Iowa 51566 

(p) 712-357-5570

beth@vialinsurance.comRED OAK, IOWA  •  712-623-4901



Nominations
Open for 2023

“Nominations for the Charles E. Lakin Outstanding 
Teacher Awards given annually to southwest Iowa 
public school teachers are now available online at 
www.ghaea.org and are funded by the Charles E. 
Lakin Foundation. 

Anyone can nominate a worthy instructor for a 
$10,000 award from non-urban schools within a 
40-mile radius of the late philanthropist Charles 
Lakin’s hometown of Emerson. 

The deadline for nominations is March 31.”

Charles E. Lakin 

Outstanding 

Teacher Awards

SPRING 2023 

Clarinda, IA GUN SHOW
PAGE COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS IN CLARINDA, IA

1010 EAST STUART

MARCH  10 - 11 - 12
FRI. 4-8 PM • SAT. 9 AM - 5 PM • SUN. 9 AM - 2 PM

BUY  SELL  TRADE BROWSE 
Admission $8 - Under 10 yrs. Free

Jim Wymore   712-621-8026
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The Red Oak City Council is leaning towards 
entering into a franchise agreement with 
MidAmerican Energy, implementing franchise 
fees in lieu of the city’s local option sales tax 
(LOST) fund.

At a prior council meeting, Councilperson  
Jeanice Lester requested the numbers of what 
the franchise fee would cost the Red Oak School 
District. According to the numbers, the district 
would pay $3,113 with a 1% franchise fee; $6,226 
with a 2% fee; $9,339 with a 3% fee; $12,452 for 
4%; and $15,571 with a 5% fee.

The breakdown of monies that would be gener-
ated if franchise fees were implemented was as 
follows:

• A 1% franchise fee would generate a total of 
$82,651 from gas and electric usage. 

• A 2% franchise fee, would generate a total of 
$165,302 from gas and electric usage. 

• A 3% franchise fee would generate a total of 
$247,953 from gas and electric usage, 

• With a 4% franchise fee the total was $330,604 
from gas and electric usage. 

• Finally, a 5% franchise fee for gas and electri-
cal usage would bring in $413,255.

Lester asked the mayor and council if they were 
at a point where they could potentially seek public 
input.

“I’m wondering if we could have some meet-
ings and allow people to voice their opinions? I’ve 
been trying to ask people on an individual basis but 
if we were to schedule a meeting we’d be making a 
concerted effort to get public opinion,” Lester said.

Red Oak Mayor Shawnna Silvius advised the 

council that Mark Reinders, the representative with 
MidAmerican Energy who was coordinating the 
franchise fee options with the council, would be 
retiring on May 1.

Councilperson Pete Wemhoff said it was pos-
sible for the council to approve the agreement with 
MidAmerican Energy and then consider franchise 
fees.

“We can do both things separately. Personally, 

I’d rather get the agreement done so we’ve got that 
covered, and then we can continue our discussions 
on this topic,” commented Wemhoff.

Lester also said the council should take steps to 
get a revenue purpose statement finalized before 
holding a public hearing. Silvius said she had 
received other statements from neighboring com-
munities and many of them were very similar, 
based on what MidAmerican Energy provided as 
a template.

“We need it general enough to make sure that 
we’re replacing public safety funds that we’re los-
ing from replacing the LOST fund. But we also 
want to make the funding available to utilize for 
other necessary projects. The question is if we 
want to draft multiple versions to review or draft 
one,” Silvius said.

Lester was in agreement that there could be a 
few variations for the council to review.

“I don’t think we need 20 different drafts, but I 
could see maybe five drafts that the council could 
review,” Lester advised.

Silvius said the drafts could also be available 
for the public to view at Red Oak 
City Hall, and the public may also 
be able to help narrow the list 
down.

City Attorney Bri Sorensen said 
there were specific categories the 
funds could be used for. Sorensen 
suggested an option.

“It may be helpful for the coun-
cil to have a list of categories and 
then identify their priorities. The 
full verbiage that makes it a state-
ment is okay, but having a break-
down of the allocations of those 

funds would be easier. They could be generic as 
infrastructure items. I could provide a list of each 
category to set priorities, and then we can structure 
the verbiage around it to make it a complete rev-
enue purpose statement,” Sorensen said.

Lester said she’d like to see the list of potential 
uses for the franchise fee money and approval of 
an agreement with MidAmerican Energy before 
the council proceeds with the franchise agreement.

Sorensen advised the council that the categories 
could be provided to the council prior to its next 
regular meeting. A draft revenue purpose statement 
could also be on the council agenda, and the coun-
cil could table the statement if it wasn’t ready to 
proceed with the franchise agreement at that time.

“It’s very much kind of a fill in the blank. It’s 
all determining the categories the council wants to 
allocate the funding to,” Sorensen stated. “And as 
I said, I would suggest making it an action item 
at the next meeting in case the council is ready to 
proceed. If not, it can be tabled.”

No further discussion on franchise fees took 
place at the meeting.Red Oak City Attorney Bri Sorensen will assist 

the council in determining franchise fee uses 
in a revenue purpose statement for review 
at the next regular council meeting. (Nick 
Johansen/The Red Oak Express)

Franchise agreement with MidAmerican moving forward

The deadline to nominate Iowans in your community for 
Leadership Iowa's 2023-24 class is fast approaching. Leadership 
Iowa is our state's premier issues-awareness program provided by 
the Iowa Association of Business and Industry (ABI) Foundation.

Forty Iowa leaders are selected annually to participate in the pro-
gram, which takes place October through June. The group observes 
eight, two or three-day monthly sessions throughout the state. 

Nominations will be accepted through April 1 for the upcoming 
class, which begins early October 2023 and concludes June 2024. 
Individuals must first be nominated in order to apply for the pro-
gram. Self-nominations are allowed and encouraged.

To nominate individuals and learn more about the program, visit 
LeadershipIowa.com.

Leadership Iowa nominations sought 



SHOWTIMES
FRI, SAT & SUN 7 PM
SUN MATINEE 2 PM

ALL TICKETS
$2.00

712-623-3169

THEATRE #1 capacity is 182

THEATRE #2 capacity is 107

MARCH 3-5

SILENT NIGHT IN 
ALGONA PG 

A character study that takes us inside 
the dynamics of a small Iowa town 

from September thru December 1944 
during WW2.

ANT-MAN AND 
THE WASP PG 13 

Ant-Man and the Wasp find
themselves embarking on an adven-
ture that push them beyond the limits 

of what they thought was possible.

MONTHLY 
BUSINESS PARTNER 

SPOTLIGHT!

JANUARY

Dr. Patrick Ahrens   Mar. 1, 22

Rachel Person, ARNP   Mar. 1
Sally Campbell, PA-C   Mar. 15
Abbey Christensen, PA-C   Mar. 10
Jacob Ridder, PA-C  Mar. 9   
Sara Stephenson, PA-C   Mar. 21

(telemedicine)
Dr. Leslie Eiland   Mar. 23

Dr. Tracey Wellendorf  Mar. 8, 22

Dr. Mark Chouinard   Mar. 6, 9, 20, 23
Dr. Michael Peters   Mar. 2, 13, 16, 27, 30

(telemedicine) 

Greg Stortz, CO   Mar. 21

Michael Perry. CRNA   Mar. 6, 20
Midwest Pain Clinics   Mar. 7, 21, 28

Dr. Douglas Ramos   Mar. 14

Dr. Inderjit Panesar   Mar. 2, 16

stroke neurology 

Dr. Christopher Corder  Mar. 8, 13, 17, 27

Vascular

Dr. Thomas Atteberry   Mar. 2, 15, 23, 30
Dr. Michael Stojanovic   Mar. 7, 14, 21, 28
Thomas “Pat” Schmidt, PA-C   Mar. N/A

Keith DeFini, PA-C   Mar. 27
Dr. John Treves   Mar. 13

   

    

Dr. John Cannella   Mar. 24

Dr. Michael Feilmeier   Mar. 3, 17, 31  

Dr. Michael Chen   Mar. 14

Dr. Rolando Breier
Colleen Ross, ARNP

 2, 6, 9, 20, 23, 27, 30
Monday - Friday

women’s health

Dr. Gregory Gordon   Mar. 1, 8, 15, 22, 29

Dr. Sydney Blount   Mar. N/A

Dr. Jared Windorski   Mar. 16, 30

Shelley Lee, DO   Mar. 8

Dr. Koenig  Mar. 28

Dr. Marco Gonzalez  Mar. 16

Dr. David Vogel  Mar. 6, 20

Dr. Norman Ferrer  Mar. 24
Dr. Tana Perry  Mar. N/A

Provider Spotlight
a b b e y  c h r i s t e n s e n ,  p a - c
D E R M A T O L O G I S T

CALL  712.623.7270

SPECIALTY OUTPATIENT SCHEDULE
MARCH

Breast Health Clinic

dermatology

   

Endocrinology 

ENT

Cardiology

Epilepsy 

gastroenterology

orthotics/prosthetics

pain management

plastic Surgery

podiatry

urology

orthopedic

neurosurgery   

    

ophthaLmology
  

Neurology

oncology/hematology

PULMONOLOGY
interventional radiology

Sharon Johnson, ARNP  Monday - Friday

Dr. Marcela Pineda  Tues, Thurs, & Fri
to schedule an appointment

(telemedicine)

April 14 & 15
GET ON THE MAP! 

*AD DEADLINE  April 5 at  Noon

GARAGE SALE WEEKEND CHECKLIST
 ✔ Ad in the Express
 ✔ Garage Sale Kit with signs and more
 ✔ Place on the Map!

$15 for 25 words
40¢ Each additional word

MAP WILL BE 
PRINTED IN THE 

APRIL 12 EDITION

40¢ Each additional word

*AD DEADLINE

RED OAK EXPRESS ANNUAL

2012 Commerce Dr., Red Oak
Open 8:30 a.m.-5 p.m. M-F

*All ads must be brought into the o�  ce and be prepaid.

City   Wide

News8A The Red Oak Express  WEDNESDAY, MARCH 1, 2023
redoakexpress.com

OLIVER
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1A

with an old circus act about a 
ventriloquist with a talking dog 
in the 1960s, and there had been 
a few others in Europe, and one 
performer in Las Vegas who per-
formed with a dog for a short 
time. Oliver, at the time, was 
so busy with his current act that 
for a number of years, he didn’t 
act on the idea. In 1996, Oliver 
said a TNN producer and several 
other friends encouraged him to 
pursue the idea, as no one else 
was performing with a talking 
dog at the time. 

“I had always loved animals, 
dogs, horses, and other animals, 
so I finally did it. Irving debuted 
with me in November, 1996, 
the dog went on stage at the 
Showboat in Nashville, Tenn., 
and the audience went nuts. 
Irving was an instant hit. At the 
time, an agent from Los Angeles, 
Irvin Arthur, he saw me, and I 
signed a deal with representa-
tion, and before I knew it, I was 
on a bunch of television shows,” 
Oliver commented.  

Among the shows Oliver and 
Irving performed on were “The 

Today Show,” “The Late Late 
Show with Craig Ferguson,” 
“The Tonight Show Starring Jay 
Leno,” and “Penn and Teller’s 
Sin City Spectacular.” Oliver’s 
biggest highlight from that 
period   was being chosen as 
one of the top five ventrilo-
quists in the world to appear on 
Ventriloquist Week in 2006 on 
“The Late Show Starring David 
Letterman.” It was filmed at The 
Ed Sullivan Theater in New York 
City, where many of Oliver’s 
heroes appeared back on “The 
Ed Sullivan Show.”

Irving was also part of his 
act when Oliver did the per-
formances that brought him to 
national fame: on season seven 
of “America’s Got Talent.” 
Ironically, Oliver said he hadn’t 
intended to appear on the show, 
turning down audition requests.

“I ended up doing the show 
because a tornado hit a the-
ater I was supposed to be at in 
Branson, and I was out of work 
for the first time in my life. I 
turned them down prior because 
I didn’t think it was a good fit,” 

advised Oliver. “However, my 
manager at the time reminded 
me that the viewership of the 
show was in prime time, and it 
got three times the viewership 
that the late night talk shows 
got, easily, and it definitely led to 
further exposure for me. In fact, 
I knew Howie Mandel before 
appearing on that show. I actu-
ally appeared on his talk show 
in 1999. He still had hair then.”

Irving is a Boston Terrier. 
Oliver currently performs with 
Irving the sixth, and recently 
adopted Irving the seventh. 
Oliver said he keeps two Irvings 
on hand, in case the lead per-
former is unable to do the show 
due to injury or illness. Oliver 
said his Irvings perform until 
they’re around 10 years old, and 
then they retire and become just 
the Olivers’ house pets. Even 
when they’re performing, Oliver 
said when they’re not on-stage, 
they live a relaxed life as house 
pets. 

In addition to Irving, Oliver 
performs with Alice the Magic 
Bunny, the Bird Buddies: Petey, 

Frances, and Sheldon, and his 
three dummies: Joey, Miss Lilly, 
and Pops. However, performing 
with a talking dog, Oliver said, 
definitely is more of a challenge 
than his other pets, and keeps 
him on his toes. 

“If the dog decides to turn 
around, you have to go with it. 
You must improvise; you don’t 
have a choice. Having experi-
ence with audiences and comedy 
helps, and I’ve learned as I’ve 
gone on. Fortunately, the Boston 
Terrier just wants to be with you, 
and I’ve also learned that dogs 
like having jobs. He lives to per-
form as Irving because he gets 
lots of attention from the audi-
ence, and treats,” Oliver said. 
“You also have be very careful 
of your surroundings. When I 
walk him, I have to be wary 
of other dogs. When I go to a 
dressing room, I have to make 
sure it’s safe for Irving to be in. 
I also have to be very careful of 
his diet, because if he’s sick, he 
can’t perform. I don’t do a lot 
of training with the dogs, I just 
spend a lot of time with them. 

We’re together all the time. As 
long as you use encouragement, 
and love, the dog will go along 
with the program.”

Oliver said this weekend, 
audiences can expect an all-orig-
inal show with situational com-
edy, lots of audience participa-
tion, original music, and magic. 

“It’s a fast-moving 90 min-
utes. There’s a lot going on. I try 
to put more in 90 minutes than 
most shows you can see. The 
audience can get their questions 
answered by Irving, I will even 
do some puppetry with a couple 
of members of the audience. It’s 
a fun, clean, contemporary show 
and it’s for kids, parents, grand-
parents. I’m looking forward 
to meeting the people of Red 
Oak and Montgomery County 
and performing at the school,” 
said Oliver. “The people in Iowa 
laugh louder and longer than any 
other audience I’ve ever per-
formed for.”

Tickets are $30 for adults, 
$20 for kids. Call 623-3183 to 
reserve tickets, or order online at 
wilsonartscenter.org. 

Nick Johansen
The Red Oak Express

The Montgomery County Board of 
Supervisors has helped the proposed technol-
ogy park in Stanton surpass another hurdle. 

The supervisors held a public hearing 
and later approved a subdivision plat, pic-
tured above, for the Stanton Technology Park 
Subdivision at its meeting Jan. 31. 

The Stanton Resource Center will be the 
first business in the technology park. The loca-
tion on Highway 34 offers easy access, and is 
approximately 40 miles to I-29 and I-80. 

“The park can be developed in full, or 
subdivided to meet the developer's needs. The 
park will be served with robust, reliable, and 
redundant fiber optic symmetrical broadband 
service through Farmers Mutual Telephone 
Company, which will accommodate business 
heavily reliant on technology and connec-
tivity,” Stanton Community Development 
Director Jenna Ramsay said.

At the Feb. 21 meeting of the supervi-
sors, Ramsey was again before the supervi-
sors to discuss support of a U.S. Department 
of Transportation Rebuilding American 
Infrastructure with Sustainability and Equity 
grant application. 

“This is a grant we’re working to apply for 
to work on the road in the technology park and 

Prospect Street, along the technology park. 
We’re not here asking for funds, simply a reso-
lution of support for the grant,” commented 
Ramsey. 

Dirt work is already underway on the proj-
ect. The first focus is getting the daycare com-
plete. Bids are set to go out in the spring, with 
work to begin this summer.

The supervisors approved the resolution of 
support unanimously. Under the resolution, the 
supervisors recognize the significance of the 
technology park. 

The supervisors also understood the RAISE 
grant application supported job creation and 
attraction to the Midwest region, and enhanced 
the quality of life through daycare expansion, 
trail development, and the two housing subdi-
visions of the surrounding regional area. 

Ramsay further added they have put out 
feelers to draw interested parties to the loca-
tion to build.

“We've have been listed on a statewide 
network looking to attract businesses. We also 
are working with the Iowa Area Development 
Group. Recently, we were given a Ripple 
Effect Award in the amount of $8,500 for a 
3D model to help us with some renderings and 
3D capabilities to advertise even more,” stated 
Ramsey.

The total project will take up to three to five 
years to complete. 

Nick Johansen
The Red Oak Express

The Red Oak City Council held its first hearing 
on the proposed property tax levy for fiscal year 
2023-24.

Interim city administrator Al Vacanti spoke about 
the levy during the regular city council meeting Feb. 
21. Vacanti said Iowa Gov. Kim Reynolds signed 
SF-181 to make a correction of the pages to the 
valuation calculation. The bill signed by Reynolds 
addresses an error in property tax rollback numbers.

Vacanti said it was undetermined how the new 
legislation would affect the city’s budget, however,  
Vacanti said cities that had published posted notice 
of hearing for the max levy had been instructed to 
continue with the hearing as scheduled.

“This will reduce the taxable valuation available 
to be taxed against. Tax dollars requested will either 
be allowed to remain the same as published, or will 
be forced to decrease due to maximum rate caps on 
individual levies. We are at the 8% to 10% maxi-
mum cap, so I'm crossing my fingers, but I have a 
feeling we’re going to see an additional reduction 
from what we were able to enjoy this year in terms 
of general property tax,” Vacanti said. “If the prop-
erty tax rate must increase over what was published 
on the max levy notice to generate the same dollars 
published on the notice, this will be allowed to the 
extent that maximum individual levy rate caps will 
allow.”

Vacanti said Montgomery County Assesor had 
until March 9 to go back and re-evaluate and reas-
sess the properties. Vacanti expected it would have 
an impact on the city’s budget before the city could 
post notice for a final hearing. The deadline for the 
final hearing to approve the budget has been moved 
back to April 30.

“This will buy us a little more time to determine 
the numbers and where they go on the budget forms. 
However, we'll probably see an additional loss in 
revenue. Probably about 2%,” advised Vacanti.

A public hearing was opened to discuss the levy. 
No oral or written comments were received. The 
council then moved to a resolution for approval of 
the maximum property tax dollars for the fiscal year 
ending June 30, 2024.

“Just based on the numbers, it’s about a 4.5% 
increase over the numbers from last year regarding 

the levy. The tax rate for last year was $15.93 per 
$1,000 valuation to $16.89 per $1,000 valuation for 
next fiscal year. FICA and IPERS costs and employ-
ee benefits can be levied, so that's part of where the 
increase comes in,” Vacanti explained. “I would also 
say you’re still staring down the barrel of 8-to-10% 
inflation rates, so you're looking at a 4.5% increase. 
There's also some anticipated staff hires and infla-
tion costs are leading the charge for that.”

The council approved the resolution for the 
maximum property tax levy for fiscal year 2023-24.

The council also approved an updated memoran-
dum of understanding between Vacanti and the City 
of Red Oak for interim city administrator services. 
Under the new terms, Vacanti's duties were extend-
ed through May 10, or ending two weeks after a 
new city administrator started their duties with the 
city of Red Oak.

Councilperson Brian Bills praised Vacanti for all 
of his efforts to assist the city in recent weeks, and 
all Vacanti brought to the table while serving in the 
position.

In other business, the council:
• Approved the appointments of Kylie Bowen 

and Debbie Terry to the Red Oak Library Board.
• Approved the Red Oak Library Board’s request 

for a liaison from the Red Oak City Council. 
Councilperson Tim Fridolph was named as the 
liaison.

• Approved setting a wage of $20.25 for Evan 
Drake in the Red Oak Street Department. Drake had 
completed his probationary period.

• Approved an advertisement for the open posi-
tion of accounts payable clerk, due to the hire of 
Christie Vanderholm as Red Oak city clerk.

• Approved a memorandum of understanding 
regarding employment terms for William Bates 
as a senior patrolman with the Red Oak Police 
Department between the City of Red Oak and the 
International Brotherhood of Teamsters Local #238.

• Approved a hiring recommendation for William 
Bates as senior patrolman for the Red Oak Police 
Department.

•Approved hangar lease agreements for Josh 
Trail, Big Sky Beech LLC, Bryan Easton, and 
Jeremy Clark, per the Red Oak Airport Commission's 
recommendation.

Vacanti proposes property tax 
levy for fiscal year 2023-24

Supervisors approve subdivision 
plat for Stanton Technology Park


