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Rev. Jennifer Van Nostrand is settling 
in as the new pastor of the First United 
Methodist Church at 600 E. Hammond St. 

Van Nostrand has been the pastor of 
the Villisca church since July of 2021, and 
took over as part-time pastor of Red Oak in 
November 2022. Van Nostrand was born in 
eastern Colorado, and moved with her hus-
band, John, to Clarinda 10 years ago.  

Van Nostrand said she is excited about 

the potential for growth in the Red Oak 
church, as the congregation is very active 
and extremely hands-on, with a visitation 
team, doing the children’s sermon, leading 
Bible studies, and reading scripture. 

She added she’s is excited to guide them 
into doing important ministry in Red Oak 
and serving the community. 

Worship services in Red Oak are at 9 a.m. 
on Sundays. Services are also streamed on 
Facebook Live, again at 9 a.m., at facebook.
com/redoakfumc. Current and past services 
are also uploaded to redoakfumc.org/.
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Iowa Rep. Tom Moore and 
State Sen. Tom Shipley are 
expecting an active legislative 
session this year. Moore and 
Shipley took over Montgomery 
County as part of their legisla-
tive districts this session due 
to redistricting. Moore said the 
transition from his prior district 
to this has been fairly simple.

“The transition has been 
pretty seamless. Probably the 
most challenging was the elec-
tion preparation because my 
number of communities I rep-
resented actually increased and 
the known supporters were non-
existent. As per serving new 
constituents there really was 
little to no change in the needs, 
wants and philosophy of the 
base of my 32,000 constituents. 
Cass County is the only over-
lap,” Moore said.

Moore said there are a num-
ber of bills he’s sponsoring this 
legislative session, including 
HF1, a bill for an act relating 
to local government funding by 
modifying school district fund-
ing provisions, property assess-
ment provisions, and bond issu-
ance requirements, and includ-
ing effective date and applica-
bility provisions; HF6, a bill 
for an act relating to workforce 
development, including estab-
lishing the Iowa workforce grant 
and incentive program and mod-
ifying the responsibilities of the 
Iowa workforce development 
board, and HF10, a bill for an 
act relating to education, includ-
ing requirements related to man-
datory reporters, a process for 
investigating complaints against 
licensed practitioners, and the 
responsibilities of the depart-
ment of education, school dis-
tricts, charter schools, accredited 
nonpublic schools, and the board 
of educational examiners. A full 
list of Moore’s sponsored bills 
can be found at legis.iowa.gov/

legislation/findLegislation/find
BillBySponsorOrManager?ga=9
0&pid=17112.

Among all the bills he’s cur-
rently sponsoring in the legisla-
ture, Moore said there’s one in 
particular that he’s hoping to see 
passed by the end of the session.

“My bill on Continuity of 
Care (HF96) is a bill I have 
worked on for seven years. 
To get that finally passed and 
signed into law would be greatly 
satisfying. Many of my educa-
tion bills will aid our schools 
greatly and I am hoping to get 
many of those passed,” com-
mented Moore.

Moore was also pleased to 
announce a new bill boosting 
Supplemental State Aid had 
passed through the house and 
had been signed by the governor.

“HF171 will increase SSA 
funding by 3%. SSA is the 
amount of new funding com-
mitted by the state to local 
school districts. Each year, the 
Legislature is required to set 
this figure for the next fiscal 
year within the first 30 days of 
the legislative session. This is a 
$106.8 million increase for the 
2023 Fiscal Year. It will bring 
per pupil funding to $7,635 per 
student. K-12 education funding 
has increased by almost a bil-
lion new dollars over the last 10 
years,” Moore advised.

Moore also said he welcomes 
the chance to hear from constitu-
ents on their needs and concerns, 
and he can be reached at tom.
moore@legis.iowa.gov.

Like Moore, Sen. Tom 

Shipley said his transition to 
serving a new legislative district 
has been a simple one.

“The transition to the new 
district has been relatively easy 
because I was very familiar with 
the new area and many of the 
people in it. And certainly the 
rural areas are very similar to 
the world I grew up in and live 
in today. I have four new coun-
ties, Montgomery, Page, Taylor, 
and Ringgold. The ones that car-
ryover are Cass, Adams and part 
of Union county. It is one of the 
largest Senate districts in the 
state,” Shipley stated.

Among the bills Shipley is 
sponsoring or co-sponsoring this 
session are SF188, a bill for an 
act relating to hate crimes, and 
providing penalties; SF 88, a bill 
for an act relating to the presence 
of an illegal drug in a newborn’s 
body, and providing penalties; 
and SF108, a bill for an act 
relating to the employment of 
unauthorized aliens and provid-
ing penalties. The complete list 
can be found at legis.iowa.gov/
committees/subCommitteeAssig
nments?ga=90&personID=1481
4&searchType=legislator.

This session, Shipley said 
he’s primarily focusing on legis-
lation he’s sponsored regarding 
railroads in an effort to get some 
necessary changes made.

“I’m working on several bills 
to deal with railroads and have 
found several of my colleagues 
have similar problems with 
them. My goal is to get them to 

Iowa Rep. Tom Moore (black blazer) and State Senator Tom Shipley (yellow blazer) talk to Larry 
Branstetter and Cynthia Bangston following the legislative coffee in Red Oak recently.  (Nick 
Johansen/The Red Oak Express)
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Van Nostrand excited serving the 
community as Red Oak UMC pastor

Jenn Van Nostrand, pastor at the First Methodist Church, is excited about 
the potential for growth in the church. (Nick Johansen/Red Oak Express)

Aging Gracefully - Inside 

Moore, Shipley talk of 
active legislative session

“My bill on Continuity of Care (HF96) is 
a bill I have worked on for seven years. 
To get that finally passed and signed 
into law would be greatly satisfying.” 

Iowa Rep. Tom Moore on one of the bills he is 
sponsoring this legislative session

Staff Report

Smoke testing will be conducted in the sewer systems in certain areas of Red Oak on Feb. 
16-17.  Smoke testing will be done west of Broadway on 3rd Avenue and 4th Avenue, as well 
as Valley and Prospect Streets between 1st Street and 8th Street.  

The smoke test will find broken pipes and cracks in the city’s sewer system. 
City officials ask residents in those areas to please make sure their drain traps and floor 

drains are full of liquid. They added broken toilet seals, dry drain traps, or incorrect plumbing 
may let the testing smoke into a homes. The smoke is not associated with fire and it does not 
smell like smoke. Thank you for your cooperation. 

City conducting smoke 
testing around Red Oak 

Red Oak FFA students advance to districts
The Red Oak FFA Chapter participated in the FFA subdistrict event hosted at 
the ROCSD Feb. 8. Among the participants were, front row, from left: Kaysn 
Hanson, bronze, green hand quiz; Cloie Bruce and Ella Johnson, gold, chap-
ter program. They will advance to district competition. Back row, from left: 
Harley Longnecker, silver, green hand quiz; Lainey DeVries, gold, ag sales, 
advances to district competition; Addey Lydon, gold, advanced to districts; 
Stef Medina, bronze, ag broadcasting; and Hailey Rydberg, bronze, public 
speaking. Not pictured is Bella Glassel, who also received a gold for chapter 
program. More subdistrict photos are on page 5B. (Nick Johansen/The Red 
Oak Express.)
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Grief Support Group

Journeys is a support group for anyone who has lost a 
loved one and provides a safe, supportive atmosphere to 
learn about and understand the grief process.

Sessions held Tuesday
Feb 28th - April 4th
2:00 - 3:30 p.m.

Call Judi at (712) 623-7288 
or email at juderi@mcmh.org.

Register by 
Feb 23rd
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APY*

12-month CD

4.65%
$1,000 MIN. BALANCE

Smart Savers Save with Veridian

*APY = Annual Percentage Yield. APY is accurate as of 1/30/2023 and is subject to change. Interest on CDs is compounded quarterly. APY is subject to change after account is 
opened. Interest rate locked when account is opened except for bump-up CDs, which can be converted to a higher rate once during their terms. Penalty may be imposed for early 
withdrawal, and fees could reduce earnings on account. Other rates and terms available. Withdrawal of earnings could reduce APY. Membership required to open a CD and is
subject to qualifications and a minimum $5 share deposit. Federally insured by NCUA.

Open a CD today.
veridiancu.org/CD

We appreciate you! 1600 N Broadway St, Red OaK
(712) 623-9614

Danby 3.8 cu. ft.
Chest Freezer

Danby DCF038A2WDB3
NOW ONLY

$189

Danby Designer
8.5 cu. ft. Upright Freezer
Danby DUFM085A4WDO

NOW ONLY

$569

Danby 5.5 cu. ft.
Chest Freezer
DCF055AWDB
NOW ONLY

$259

Conservator
17 cu. ft.

$899

Danby Designer
10.5 cu. ft. Upright Freezer
Danby DUFM101A2WDO

NOW ONLY

$659 Conservator
21 cu. ft.

$999
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Several IT equipment improvements approved by supervisors 
Nick Johansen
The Red Oak Express

The Montgomery County Board of Supervisors 
has agreed to some additional IT purchases to help 
boost the county’s infrastructure. 

During the regular meeting Feb. 7, the super-
visors received an update from IT director Sonia 
Morrison on the progress of the upgrades approved 
at prior meetings. 

“We have been installing cabling in the court-
house, and that project is nearly finished in this 
building. Following that, we’ll be able to start on 
some of the other departments where we needed 
cable clean-up and additions. All of that was in the 
scope of work for the project,” Morrison said. 

Morrison said attempts were made to install 
some network switches at the courthouse on Feb. 
6, but they ran into complications. 

“We have to wait for a couple of pieces of 
hardware to get here, and then we should be able 
to complete the project here in the courthouse. 
The plan is to switch over the courthouse and 
law enforcement center first, since we’re going to 
be the main hub and the internet comes into the 
courthouse. After that, we’ll start branching out to 

the other departments and get them set up as well,” 
Morrison explained. 

During the process, Morrison said they ran 
into a minor issue that will generate some further 
expenses. 

“The new network switches are a couple inches 
longer than the old switches. We have some of 
the small wall-mounted racks in the engineer’s 
office, public health. The annex currently doesn’t 
have a rack. I need to purchase three additional 
wall-mounted racks. With shipping the cost is 
around $700 per rack. I’ve checked three different 
vendors, and the ones I’ve chosen are the cheapest 
ones,” Morrison said. 

Morrison added her current IT budget should 
cover the cost of the additional wall-mounted 
racks. However, there was one piece of equipment 
that would require funding from the leftover funds 
received from the American Rescue Plan Act. 

“We need a switch and some additional equip-
ment for Anderson Conservation Area. They 
weren’t included in our original scope. The day 
we went around and looked at all the buildings 
to assess IT needs, we were not able to make it 
to the conservation building, and they did not 
get included in the original project. The cost of a 

24 port network switch and the other equipment 
would be $6,795,” stated Morrison. “If we want 
conservation to be up to date with the rest of the 
infrastructure, it’s a needed expense.”

Morrison also said that Farmer’s Mutual 
Telephone Company of Stanton had informed her 
that fiber lines would be installed to the conserva-
tion area by the end of the month. 

Original plans for the back-up servers and stor-
age array were initially planned to be installed 
at the emergency management or public health 
building, requiring a cooling rack, which was 
expensive. Morrison was thinking of a different 
alternative. 

“At the law enforcement center, they are upgrad-
ing their 911 equipment, which will be moved to 
a different rack. The existing cooling rack for the 
system would become mostly free, and that would 
provide enough room to put in the back-up set of 
servers and the storage array. It’s already tempera-
ture controlled, and the rack is already the right 
size,” advised Morrison. “We had talked about 
putting the back-up further away from the court-
house for safety, but that room is concrete block, 
and has no windows, and I honestly think it will be 
our best bet. I will be discussing this option with 
Jackie Laire, and there will be a little bit of a delay 
in getting it installed while we wait for the rack 
space to be free. However, it will save the county 
money in the long run because I can purchase the 
$700 smaller rack for public health. The cooling 
rack would be around $7,000 to $10,000.”

The final equipment expense involved updat-
ing the website, using ARPA funds for the initial 
website upgrade. 

“The website covers all of the county offices. 
The total first-year cost for the initial upgrade 
would be $9,950. After that, it’s $2,800 per year, 
and is paid for out of my budget. Currently, we’re 
paying around $2,500, but the additional $300 is 
for add-ons that we need to have to make the web-
site look the way we want it.”

Supervisor Mark Peterson confirmed that 
Morrison was looking for $6,795 for the network 
switch, and between $7,000 to $7,500 to cover the 
additional first–year cost for the website upgrade. 
Morrison did confirm the amount.

With the money coming from the ARPA fund, 
the supervisors approved the request for the net-
work switch and website upgrades as presented. 

Lastly, Morrison said she is currently serving 
as the HIPAA privacy officer and security officer 
for the county. Morrison said it was recommended 
that Morrison cease serving as the HIPAA privacy 
officer, and that she had approached Montgomery 
County Public Health Coordinator Samantha 
Beeson, as Beeson has all of the necessary docu-
mentation to serve in that capacity. Morrison said 
she was agreeable to taking over the position. 

Supervisors Chair Mike Olson said the supervi-
sors were in favor of the change as long as Beeson 
was comfortable with taking over the post. 

No further action was taken by the supervisors. 

Montgomery County IT director Sonia Morrison, left, requests some additional IT purchases 
for the county’s IT infrastructure. Also pictured is Supervisor Randy Cooper. (Nick Johansen/
The Red Oak Express)

Brenda Baker of Stanton was the winner of the Iowa Corn/Fareway $5,000 Grocery 
Giveaway. Out of 40,442 entries received, Brenda was the lucky one chosen to win 
groceries for a year. (Photo provided)

Baker wins grocery giveaway
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Law and Order

REAL ESTATE

WARRANTY DEED
• Caroline and Thomas Stamets 

to Brent and Christin Bailey, Red 
Oak Original Plat Blk 36 Lts 7-8.

• Harry and Victoria Rossander 
to Stephen Hays, Co-Trustee, 
Cynthia Hays, Co-Trusee, Cyn-
thia Hays Revocable Trust, and 
Stephen Hays Revocable Trust, 
36-72-37 Parcel A.

• Sherman Walker Fam-
ily Trust, Sherman Walker, Jr., 
Trustee, Ardella Walker Family 
Trust, and Ardella Walker, Trust-
ee, to Eric and Shelley Anderson, 
30-71-37 SLT 203 Lt 8.

• Mark Focht, Member, and 
Jefmar LLC, to Jeffrey Focht 
Trust, and Nora Focht Trust, 4-71-
37.

QUIT CLAIM DEED
• Marjorie and Marc Albertsen 

to Marjorie Albertsen Trust, and 
Marjorie Albertsen, Trustee, 
21-72-38.

• Katherine Bell to John Bell, 
35-73-39.

• Katherine Bell to John Bell, 
Red Oak Johnson SD 1 Lt 10.

• Mike Klemme, Manager, and 
IAT 106 LLC to Rony Lopez Gar-
cia, Red Oak Railroad Addition 
Blk 1 Lt 11.

• Mark Focht, Member, and 
Jefmar LLC, to Rex and Doris 
Sebeniecher, 4-71-37 Parcel D.

• John Bell to Katherine Bell, 
Red Oak Johnson SD 3 Lt 35.

• John Bell to Katherine Bell, 
34-73-39.

• John Bell to Katherine Bell, 
27-72-38 Parcels A-B, D, Red 
Oak Knollwood SD 1 Apt. 7.

MORTGAGE
• Stephen Hays, Co-Trustee, 

Cynthia Hays, Co-Trustee, Cyn-
thia Hays Revocable Trust, and 
Stephen Hays Revocable Trust, 
to Bank Iowa, 36-72-37 Parcel A.

• Stephen Hays, Co-Trustee, 
Cynthia Hays, Co-Trustee, Cyn-
thia Hays Revocable Trust, and 
Stephen Hays Revocable Trust, 
to Bank Iowa, 28-72-38 SLT 1-2, 
Lt 4.

• Erin and Stephen Adams to 
Nationstar Mortgage LLC, and 
Mr Cooper, Red Oak Original Plat 
Blk 50 Lts 7-8.

• Southwest Regional Water 
District to First National Bank In 
Creston, and The First National 
Bank In Creston, 26-72-38 Parcels 
A, C-D.

• Lorin Davis to Bank Iowa, 
27-72-38 Lt 22, OKVW ADD.

• Terrence and Darcy Dalton 
to First Interstate Bank, Villisca N 
Villisca Lts 7-10, SD Lt 9.

• Jason and Karen Moss to 
Farm Credit Services of America 
FCLA, 15-73-39.

SMALL CLAIMS
• Montgomery County Sheriff 

vs. Jason Eppenbaugh, Red Oak, 
judgment default in favor of the 
plaintiff, $45 with 6.79% interest 
from Feb. 9, plus costs.

• Montgomery County Sheriff 
vs. Aaron Allen, Red Oak, judg-
ment default in favor of the plain-
tiff, $45 with 6.79% interest from 
Feb. 9, plus costs.

• Montgomery County Sheriff 
vs. Jacob Cashatt, Red Oak, judg-
ment default in favor of the plain-
tiff, $90 with 6.79% interest from 
Feb. 9, plus costs.

• Montgomery County Sheriff 
vs. Destiny Watson, Red Oak, 
judgment default in favor of the 
plaintiff, $45 with 6.79% interest 
from Feb. 9, plus costs.

• Montgomery County Sheriff 
vs. Randal Barr, Red Oak, judg-
ment default in favor of the plain-

tiff, $90 with 6.79% interest from 
Feb. 9, plus costs.

• Montgomery County Sheriff 
vs. Sally Petersen, Red Oak, judg-
ment default in favor of the plain-
tiff, $3,221.39 with 6.79% interest 
from Feb. 9, plus costs.

• Montgomery County Sheriff 
vs. Jeffery Etter, Red Oak, judg-
ment default in favor of the plain-
tiff, $2,690 with 6.79% interest 
from Feb. 9, plus costs.

• Montgomery County Sher-
iff vs. Jacob Berggren, Red Oak, 
judgment default in favor of the 
plaintiff, $1.440 with 6.79% inter-
est from Feb. 9, plus costs.

• Neill Kiley vs. Mike Amos, 
Grant, judgment default in favor 
of the plaintiff, $5,040 with 6.79% 
interest from Feb. 9, plus costs.

• Clear Recovery Inc. vs. Mel-
anie Husz, Red Oak, judgment 
default in favor of the plaintiff, 
$755.68 with 6.78% interest from 
Feb. 7, plus costs.

ArrESts
•  Filed Feb. 7, Anthony Castle, 

20, Red Oak, criminal mischief 
fifth degree, $300 bond.

• Filed Feb. 8, Jesse Schleip, 
30, Council Bluffs, Pottawattamie 
County warrant for violation of 
probation, $10,000 bond.

• Filed Feb. 8, Robert Harvil-
icz, 43, Jefferson, driving while 
license revoked, expired license 
plates, $2,000 bond.

• Filed Feb. 8, Timothy Laugh-
lin, 50, Villisca, OWI first offense, 
$1,000 bond.

• Filed Feb. 10, Rafael Hernan-
do,49,  Omaha, Neb., warrant for 
driving whil license suspended, 
$1,000 cash bond.

• Filed Feb. 11, James Wiese, 
61, Red Oak, eluding.

• Filed Feb. 12, Chad Padilla, 
21, Red Oak, interference with 
official acts two counts, disor-
derly conduct - loud noise, crimi-
nal mischief fifth degree, $5,000 
bond.

DISMISSED
• Aggravated, State of Iowa vs. 

Katie Pierce, 36, Red Oak, pos-
session of a controlled substance 
- methamphetamine, first offense, 

dismissed, criminal mischief sec-
ond degree, dismissed

• Felony, State of Iowa vs. 
Brandon Larson, 36, Atlantic, 
driving while barred, dismissed.

• Felony, State of Iowa vs. 
Chantal Sperling, 29, Red Oak, 
neglect or abandonment of depen-
dent person, dismissed.

• Felony, State of Iowa vs. 
Dennis Vanderhoof, 75, Red Oak, 
criminal mischief second degree, 
dismissed; operate vehicle without 
owner’s consent, dismissed.

CRIMINAL 
• Aggravated, State of Iowa vs. 

Alec Jeffries, 20, Red Oak, assault 
causing bodily injury or mental 
illness, deferred judgment, nine 
months, $430 fine, nine months 
probation.

• Aggravated, State of Iowa vs. 
Katie Pierce, 36, Red Oak, oper-
ate vehicle without owner’s con-
sent, pled guilty, two years prison, 
suspended, $855 fine, suspended, 
one year probation, consecutive 
with other charge; possession of a 
controlled substance - marijuana, 
first offense, pled guilty, 30 days 
jail, suspended, $430 fine, one 
year probation.

• Aggravated, State of Iowa 
vs. Demarcus King, 35, Clarinda, 
domestic abuse assault - injury or 
mental illness, first offense, pled 
guilty, one year jail, suspended, 
$430 fine, one year probation; 
criminal mischief fourth degree, 
pled guilty, 30 days jail, suspend-
ed, $105 fine, one year probation.

• Felony, State of Iowa vs. 
Dawson Squires, 24, Shenandoah, 
probation violation, pled guilty, 
probation extended to Feb. 7, 
2025, residential facility until max 
benefits achieved.

• Felony, Chantal Sperling, 29, 
Red Oak, probation violation, pled 
guilty, two years prison, suspend-
ed, probation extended 18 months.

• Felony, State of Iowa vs. 
Brandon Larson, 36, Atlantic, 
cntrolled substance violation, pled 
guilty, 10 years prison, suspended, 
$1,000 fine, suspended, two years 
probation, concurrent with other 
charge; eluding - injury, OWI, 
drugs or participate in felony, pled 

guilty, five years prison, suspend-
ed, $1,025 fine, suspended, two 
years probation, DNA require-
ment.

• Felony, State of Iowa vs. 
Chantal Sperling, 29, Red Oak, 
child endangerment, pled guilty, 
two years prison, suspended, $855 
fine, suspended, 18 months proba-
tion, obtain drug/alcohol evalu-
ation.

• Felony, State of Iowa vs. 
Dennis Vanderhoof, 75, Red Oak, 
driving while barred, pled guilty, 
time served.

• Simple misdemeanor, State 
of Iowa vs. Logan Cashatt, 29, 
Red Oak, domestic abuse assault 
- first offense.

• Simple misdemeanor, State 
of Iowa vs. Anthony Castle, 20, 
Red Oak, criminal mischief fifth 
degree.

• Serious misdemeanor, State 
of Iowa vs. Braden Gray, 20, Vil-
lisca, driving while license denied 
or revoked, pled guilty, $430 fine.

• Serious misdemeanor, State 
of Iowa vs. Robert Harvilicz, 43, 
Jefferson, driving while license 
denied or revoked.

OWI
• State of Iowa vs. Timo-

thy Laughlin, 50, Villisca, first 
offense.

TRAFFIC
• Jesse Larosee, Omaha, Neb., 

no valid driver’s license.
• Allen Cook, Red Oak, speed-

ing.
• Sarah Wintrone, Golden, 

Colo., speeding.
• Tony King, Red Oak, opera-

tion without registration card or 
plate.

• Randall Butts, Red Oak, fail-
ure to carry registration card. 

• Brooke Scott, Red Oak, fail-
ure to provide proof of financial 
liability insurance.

• James Christensen, Jr., Coun-
cil Bluffs, failure to provide proof 
of financial liability insurance.

• Craig Gates, Ankeny, speed-
ing.

• Alan Hanke, Modale, speed-
ing.

• Jay Ybarra, Ankeny, speed-

ing. 
• Maisie Williams, Council 

Bluffs, registration violation, no 
valid driver’s license.

• Charles Brown III, Red Oak, 
no valid driver’s license, failure to 
provide proof of financial liability 
insurance.

• Jeremiah Johnson, Atlantic, 
speeding. 

• Jill Martens, Lincoln, Neb., 
speeding. 

• Walker Sharp, Perry, Mo., 
speeding. 

• Bryan Wilson, Shenandoah, 
speeding. 

• Dawson Brannen, Bellevue. 
Neb., operation without registra-
tion card or plate.

• Jeptha Vestal, Atlantic, 
speeding.

• Steven Stream, Rossville, Ill., 
speeding.

• Derek Gaston, Red Oak, fail-
ure to maintain or use safety belts.

• Joseph Tesar, Omaha, Neb., 
speeding.

• Kelly Tweedy, Fremont, 
Neb., speeding.

• Vicki Winchester, Lamoni, 
operation without registration card 
or plate.

• Michael Cobb, Red Oak, 
driving while license denied, sus-
pended, cancelled, or revoked.

ACCIDENTS
•  On Feb. 9, at 7:39 a.m., Red 

Oak Police officers investigated 
a vehicle-pedestrian accident in 
the 600 block of East Market 
Street. Gunner Magaret, 49, Red 
Oak, driving a 2001 Chevrolet 
S10 pick up, was traveling east 
on Market Street. Zephyr Rich-
ardson, 18, Red Oak, was riding a 
bicycle and also traveling east on 
Market Street. Richardson turned 
in front of the Magaret vehicle and 
was struck. The Magaret vehicle 
turned sideways due to the slush 
on the street, traveled through a 
yard and struck a fence. Damage 
to the vehicle was about $1,000, 
damage to the bicycle was about 
$100, and damage to the fence 
was about $500. There were no 
injuries, and no citations were 
issued.

The following events were filed with 
the Red Oak, Montgomery County, 
State of  Iowa, or other government 
offices. In regard to law enforce-
ment and judicial activities, all par-
ties are presumed innocent until 
proven guilty, and other details 
may be available at iowacourts.
state.ia.us.

Patricia Rains, 92
Mrs. Patricia Louise Rains, 92, daughter of the late Walter VanDaele and Evelyn Shackett VanDaele, 

was born Aug. 30, 1930, in Los Angeles, Calif. She was a graduate of Whittier College and taught with 
the public schools in California for many years as a physical education and home economics teacher.

She was united in marriage to Jimmie Rains in April 1957 in Canoga Park, Calif. They made their 
home in southern California. This union was blessed with two children. In 1971, the family relocated to 
Stanton. She lived there until 1986, at which time she moved back to California and returned to her love 
of teaching as a substitute teacher.

Patricia was a member of Mamrelund Lutheran Church, Stanton, until she returned to California in 
1986. She professed her love of Jesus, and is now resting comfortably in His arms.

She loved gardening and working with flowers. She was at her happiest when she was playing with 
her yard’s landscape!

Patricia was preceded in death by her parents; her sister, Barbara Sanchez; and her former husband, Jimmie Rains. 
She is survived by her sister, Sheila Hunt; son, Jeffrey Rains of Boulder, Colo.; daughter, Sheri (Rains) Carpenter of Clovis, 

N.M.; grandchildren, Joseph and Carpenter of Colorado Springs, Colo.; Kasey Carpenter of Clovis, N.M.; and Matt and Noel 
(Carpenter) Freeman of Tulsa, Okla.; great-grandchildren, Riylan Hunt, Kaynen Hunt, Miller Freeman Kaiah Carpenter, Alex-
andria Carpenter, many nieces, and one nephew.

Steven Godbout, 33
Steven Godbout, 33, Fredericksburg, Va., passed away Jan. 21, 2023, after suffering a stroke. 
Steven was born Feb. 13, 1989, in Garner, N.C., the son of Jeff Godbout and Peggy Adkins. He joined the U.S. Army at age 

19 and served as a Satellite Transportable Terminal Operator, deployed to Iraq twice, once in 2008 and again in 2010. Currently, 
Steven was a contractor with the Naval Criminal Investigation Services working with information technology in Quantico, Va.

Steven was preceded in death by his brother, Tony. 
Survivors include his parents, Jeff Godbout of Red Oak; Peggy Adkins of Garner, N.C.; brother, Charles Cornwell of Garner, 

N.C.; grandparents, Ron and Mary Ellen Godbout of Red Oak; and other relatives and friends.
A celebration of life service with military honors will be held at a later date at the national cemetery in Virginia.

Gordon “Wayne” Bailey, 85
Gordon “Wayne” Bailey, 85, Red Oak, passed away Thursday, Feb. 

9, 2023, at the Good Samaritan Society. 
Wayne was born Nov. 16, 1937, on the Bailey family farm, the son 

of Clarke and Maxine (Chrisman) Bailey. Wayne’s father, Clark, and 
Wayne’s siblings, Darwin and Mary, were also born on the farm that 
has been in their family since 1893. Currently, Wayne’s grandson lives 
on the family farm. 

Wayne graduated from Red Oak High School in 1955 and served in 
the U.S. Marines. He was united in marriage to Connie Halvin on Feb. 
14, 1959, in Red Oak. He worked for Western Electric when first mar-
ried, as well as Union Carbide, before starting to farm. Farming was 
his passion, which he continued his whole life. He was a member of 
the First Christian Church and the Red Oak Elks Lodge. He enjoyed playing cards including 
cribbage, restoring old cars, showing cars, drag racing, tractor pulls, and reading.

Preceding him in death were his parents; sister, Mary White; and brother, Darwin Bailey. 
Survivors include his wife, Connie Bailey of Red Oak; children, Pam Bailey-Smith and 

husband Craig of Runnells; David Bailey and Brenda Vrba of Red Oak; and Dennis Bailey 
and Cindy Hom of Red Oak; grandchildren, Ann Howard and husband Duke of Runnells; 
Joshua Grooms and wife Jessika of Pleasant Hill; Danielle Fitch and Ryan Fitch of Des 
Moines; Micah Grooms of Runnells; Jarod Smith of Runnells; Wyatt Bailey of Red Oak; 
Mary Kate Soe and husband Matt of Red Oak; Ashley Parker of Council Bluffs; Ashley 
Schrader and husband Brad of Papillion, Neb.; Jordan Vrba and wife Chelsea of Red Oak; 
and Grant Vrba of Red Oak; 17 great-grandchildren; and many other relatives and friends.

A celebration of life gathering was held Monday, Feb. 13, 2023, at the Red Oak Elks 
Lodge. Memorials are suggested to the First Christian Church or the Montgomery County 
Memorial Court of Honor.

Nelson-Boylan-LeRette Funeral Chapel is in charge of arrangements.

From IsU extension
Colorful florist plants can be found in garden 

centers and florist shops all winter. Purchased in 
full bloom, they are kept for only a few weeks while 
their display is at its best. These flowering potted 
plants can function much like long-lasting floral 
arrangements and make excellent gifts. In this article, 
horticulture specialists with Iowa State University 
Extension and Outreach offer tips and advice to keep 
these indoor plants bright and blooming.

How do I care for a potted flowering azalea?
Azaleas (Rhododendron species) are available as 

potted plants in late winter and early spring, bloom-
ing in bright pinks and sometimes red or white. In 
the home, place the azalea in a brightly lit, cool loca-
tion. An ideal site is one near a window that receives 
bright light (but no direct sunlight) and temperatures 
of 60 to 65 degrees Fahrenheit.

An important aspect of caring for an azalea is 
proper watering. Check the potting soil daily. When 
the soil surface becomes dry to the touch, water until 
it begins to flow out the bottom of the pot. Don’t let 
the soil become too dry, as it is difficult to re-wet. 
The pots of most azaleas are placed inside decorative 
pot covers. When watering, carefully remove the pot 
covering, water the plant in the sink, then drop the 
azalea back into the pot cover.

When blooms fade, compost the plant. Potted aza-
leas are not winter hardy in Iowa so they cannot be 
planted in the garden, and plants have a complicated 
process to rebloom indoors.

How do I care for a potted, blooming hydran-
gea?

Bigleaf hydrangea (Hydrangea macrophylla) is 

frequently sold in winter and early spring and 
features large ball-shaped clusters of blue or pink 
flowers. Place hydrangeas in a bright, indirect light 
and cool temperatures (60 to 65 F). Keep soil evenly 
moist and water just as the soil becomes dry to the 
touch. Do not allow water to collect in the decorative 
plastic or foil pot cover.

Plants require a complicated series of steps to 
force them into bloom indoors. The cultivars used 
for florist plants are not reliably winter hardy in Iowa 
and if they survive the winter, they do not reliably 
flower. For these reasons, discard plants once the 
flowers fade.

I recently purchased a primrose at a florist. 
How do I care for it?

Primroses (Primula species) are typically sold at 
florist shops and greenhouses in late winter or early 
spring. Plants produce attractive, 1-to-1½- inch-
diameter flowers above a rosette of leaves. Flowers 
may be white, yellow, orange, pink, red, purple or 
blue. Many flowers have contrasting centers.

With a proper environment, primroses often 
bloom for several weeks. In the home, place plants 
in a cool (55 to 60 F), brightly lit location. Keep the 
potting soil evenly moist. Primroses decline rapidly 
if the potting soil dries out completely or remains 
constantly wet. Discard plants when they are done 
blooming.

How do I care for cineraria?
The cineraria (Pericallis × hybrida) is a flowering 

plant that is typically sold at floral shops and other 
retailers from mid-winter to early spring. Plants 
produce clusters of 1-to-3-inch-diameter, daisy-like 
flowers. They are available in a wide range of colors, 

including pink, red, lavender, purple and blue. Many 
flowers have white eyes or centers.

Cinerarias should be placed in bright, indirect 
light with a temperature near 60 F. Keep the potting 
soil evenly moist but not saturated. If the potting 
soil becomes dry, the plant will wilt rapidly and may 
die if not promptly watered. The pots are typically 
placed inside decorative pot covers. When watering, 
carefully remove the pot cover, water the plant in 
the sink, let it drain for a few minutes, then place the 
plant back into the pot cover.

Cinerarias should remain attractive for two to 
three weeks if given good care. After the flowers dry 
and shrivel, discard the plants.

How do I care for a potted, miniature rose?
Miniature roses (Rosa species) bloom in reds, 

pinks and whites and are often available during win-
ter and early spring, especially around Valentine’s 
Day. Provide miniature roses with direct sun, which 
is often found in the home in a south or west-facing 
window. Rotate plants once or twice a week to 
promote even growth. Keep plants in temperatures 
between 60 and 70 F and away from hot or cold 
drafts. When the soil surface becomes dry to the 
touch, water the plant until water flows out the 
bottom of the container. Discard the excess water. 
Fertilize the miniature rose once or twice a month 
with a dilute fertilizer solution.

To promote new growth and additional blooms, 
remove flowers as they fade. When the entire clus-
ter of flowers fades, cut off the stem just above the 
uppermost five-leaflet leaf. Also, remove any yellow 
leaves or dead growth. Periodically inspect the min-
iature rose for pests. Roses often have problems with 
spider mites when grown indoors. Discolored leaves 

and fine webbing are signs that spider mites may be 
present. Control spider mites by spraying plants with 
insecticidal soap. Several applications may be neces-
sary for complete control.

Unlike many florist plants, when the final bloom 
fades, miniature roses can be successfully established 
in your outdoor garden. In May, place the plant out-
side. Harden or acclimate the plant to outdoor condi-
tions by initially placing the plant in a shady location. 
Then gradually expose it to longer periods of sunlight 
over the course of several weeks. After the miniature 
rose has been acclimated outdoors, plant it in a sunny 
site with fertile, well-drained soil. While miniature 
roses are small, they’re actually more cold-hardy 
than hybrid tea roses.

Yard and Garden: Caring for florist plants, tips and advice to keep indoor plants bright and blooming
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The Time Capsule | Roy maRshall

Three weeks ago this column reported a reader’s observation and 
made reference to some of the places in Red Oak and Stanton 

that have opted not to fly the Iowa flag. This resulted in several 
comments, including one from a representative of the Iowa National 
Guard’s Public Affairs Bureau. I’ve saved Staff Sergeant Kruse for 
last, as her response seems a good way to wrap this up.  

John M. wrote to say Iowa’s flag flies with the U.S. flag at city 
hall, center of the downtown park and at both schools in Villisca. For 
special occasions it is also displayed at the library. 

(I appreciate the note. After checking Red Oak and Stanton I con-
sidered driving to Villisca. But if I did Villisca I should do Elliott, 
Emerson and maybe Griswold, and the column was already up 
against the deadline.)

Mike W. said he has a Stanton address, the town has benefited 
greatly from tens of thousands of dollars in state grants, and the Iowa 
flag would show a little appreciation.  

(I said he should tell the mayor or community foundation.)
Representatives of United Group Insurance on South Broadway in 

Red Oak called to say they stock Iowa flags if anyone is interested.  
(I checked and the price is $30 for a 3’x5’ poly.)  
Another caller said he heard Red Oak schools weren’t flying 

because of an equipment malfunction. 
(If this is true and I’d known, it would have been included in the 

original column.  Telephone calls to school administrative offices in 
the two towns I checked did not get a response.)   

Janice P., who we chatted with in the canned vegetable aisle of 
Hy-Vee, said she and her husband were back after two months in 
south Texas. Down there the Lone Star is everywhere.  

(I can attest to that. The Texas state flag flies over a good many 

RV parks, sporting goods stores, private 
residences, fire departments, police sta-
tions and sheriff’s offices. We’ve seen the 
Lone Star on fishing boats, pickup trucks 
and at some of the Buc-ee’s we’ve visited.  
Lone Star bumper and windshield stickers 
are popular. Shirts, neckties, belt buckles 
and items of jewelry are patterned after the 
state flag. In Texas it’s common to see two 
flagstaffs in the front lawn of county court-
houses: one for the U.S. flag and one, at or 
near equal height, for the Lone Star. Texans 
can be overbearing with their state pride. 

Iowans hardly at all.) 
Todd A. said the Iowa National Guard doesn’t fly the state flag. I 

said he was mistaken. I spent years in the Guard and the Guard flies 
the flag. He said not any more, so I drove by Red Oak’s Armory.  

This resulted in a phone call to the public relations bureau of 
the Iowa National Guard.  Staff Sergeant Kruse said the U.S. flag 
is standard, but the Iowa flag is not normally flown over armories 
around the state. 

I said we’re the Iowa National Guard; a state agency. She said 
Iowa’s flag is over headquarters buildings at Camp Dodge.  She did 
not know when or why the Iowa Guard decided Iowa’s flag would 
not be flown elsewhere.  

Enough of this. Takeaways are that (1) this is a matter a few 
people do care about;  (2) some schools fly the flag, some don’t, and; 
(3) regardless of how much Iowa National Guard soldiers of World 
War I wanted a state flag, and  influenced the legislature to approve 

one, that was a century ago and of no consequence today.   
That’s it with flags. I’m going to the basement, where a month 

ago I planted 400 onion and 100 leek seeds under grow-lights. 
Germination was a decent 60-70%, sprouts are looking good and 
maybe, with a combination of chicken manure and a decent growing 
season we can, for the first time in 40 years of trying, harvest enough 
onions to get us through an entire winter.  

The leeks, and this is totally coincidental, are of a variety called 
“American Flag.”

Roy Marshall is a local historian and columnist for the Red Oak 
Express. He can be contacted at news@redoakexpress.com.

Letters to the Editor
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entered through our website at redoakexpress.com. Letters should be concise and centered on a single topic. All 
letters are subject to editing for length, taste, accuracy, liability, or other reasons. The Express is under no obligation 
to print any letter. If you have questions, contact the Express office at 712-623-2566 or news@redoakexpress.com.

Stronger the Press, Stronger the People

Leeks and flags

ViEwpoints

Members of the East Mills jazz band participated in the Morningside Jazz Festival at Morningside 
College in Sioux City. (Photo submitted)

Essex Honor Rolls

Bronze, Silver, and Gold Honor roll

The following 6-12th grade Essex students were named to the Bronze, Silver and Gold Honor Roll 
List for the first semester of the 2022/23 school year:

Bronze: Jersey Bowers, Jesse Johnson-Wityk, Benjamin King, Brody Kirchirt, Garrett Harris, Payton 
Taylor, Damien Aradanas, Isabella Donnelly, Riley King, Jacelyn Huntley, Haillee Kievit, Haleigh 
Olson, Adriana Resh, Kylie Valdez, Hunter Steinhoff, Bradley Franks, Christian Johnson, Qwintyn 
Vanatta, Olivia Baker, Victoria Sample, and Natalie Taylor.

Silver: Clayton Deihl, Piper Maher, Nyiah Manchester, London Pruett, Sophie Shirley, Mark Cabeen, 
Rhys Chambers, Emmett Green, Paityn Vanatta, Ryann Welchans, Kaylee McAdams, Halle Riley, Ella 
Sandahl, Winifred Stuck, Aila Valdez, Mariska Kirchirt, Isaiah Sholes, Lydia Edwards, Emma Jo Harris, 
Cash Seaman, Wade Sholes, Brooke Burns, Tori Burns, Kyndra Gray, Taylor Haynie, Alex King, Kaden 
Peeler, Johnathan Resh, Cynthia Swain, Preston Driskell, Matt Givens, Nicolas Givens, Jacob Robinette, 
and Johnathan Staley.

Gold: Rylan Walters, Anthony Racine, Brianne Johnson, and Clara Showalter.

Aubrey  Herzberg of Villisca was named to 
the dean’s list at the University of Nebraska-
Lincoln for the fall semester of the 2022-23 
academic year.

Herzberg, a sophomore majoring in adver-

tising and public relations, was named to the 
list for the College of Journalism and Mass 
Communications. Qualification for the dean’s 
list required a minimum 3.7 grade point aver-
age.

Herzberg named to UNL dean’s list for fall

The Essex Large Group Speech team coached 
by Mrs. Marty Mason competed at the State Large 
Group Speech Contest on Saturday, Feb. 4, at 
Waukee High School.

The team of Matt Givens, Olivia Baker, Ashon 
Kline, Brianne Johnson and Qwintyn Vanatta per-
formed a radio broadcast entitled “WBARD” and 
received a Division II rating. 

Essex speech team competes at State competition

Garrett Hurt of Red Oak, a student at 
Northwestern College in Orange City earned 
a spot on the academic dean’s list for the fall 
2022 semester.

The list is comprised of students who have 

achieved a semester grade point average of 
3.50 or above while carrying a minimum of 
12 graded hours. Hurt is a junior majoring in 
accounting.  

Hurt joins Northwestern College dean’s list

The University of Northern Iowa has released 
the list of students who were named to the 
dean’s list for the fall, 2022 semester. 

The students named to the dean’s list from 
Red Oak were Claire Bennett, Jesse Taylor, Elsa 
Wemhoff, and Ashlee Young.

Kendi Graham of Villisca was also named to 
the dean’s list. 

From Cass County, Cora Zikuda of Lewis 
was named to the list. 

UNI also released the list of graduates from 
the 2022 fall semester. There was only one 
recent graduate from the area. 

Elsa Wemhoff of Red Oak received a 
Bachelor of Music Degree. 

UNI releases dean’s list, fall graduates

Shellby Moore and Michael Schafer of 
Emerson were among the 4,000 undergraduate 
students at the University of Iowa named to the 
dean’s list for the 2022 spring semester. 

Guidelines for inclusion on the list are under-
graduate students in the Tippie College of 
Business must achieve a grade-point average of 

3.50 or higher on 12 semester hours or more of 
UI graded coursework during a given semester 
or summer session and who have no semester 
hours of incomplete or  no grade reported during 
the same semester.

Two from Emerson on U of I dean’s list

Kelli Baker of Essex and Abby Parris of 
Macedonia were among the more than 500 stu-
dents who were named to the fall 2022 dean’s 
list at Buena Vista University. 

The dean’s list recognizes full-time students 
achieving a 3.5 grade point average or higher 
for the semester.

Buena Vista releases fall 2022 dean’s listEast Mills attends jazz festival at Morningside
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Church Directory

sponsored 
by:

Sellergren•Lindell•DeMarce 
Funeral Home - 623-2796 

Belt Auto Center & Trailer Sales
623-2538

Nelson-Boylan-LeRette 
Funeral Chapel - 623-2525

Houghton State bank
 623-4823

Thursday, Feb. 16: Sliced ham, 
baby red potatoes, roasted Brussels 
sprouts, white bread slice, cookie, 
milk/coffee.

Friday, Feb. 17: Chicken fettuc-
cini pasta, broccoli florets, bread 

slice, peach cobbler, milk/coffee.
Monday, Feb. 20: Closed for 

President's Day.
Tuesday, Feb. 21: Country fried 

steak with country gravy, whipped 
potatoes, mixed vegetables, multi-

grain bread slice, baked cookie, 
milk/coffee.

Wednesday, Feb. 22: Macaroni 
and cheese, diced beets, seasoned 
green beans, bread slice, strawberry 
shortcake cookie, milk/coffee.

For more information, call the 
Senior Center at 623-3497 or Caro-
lyn at 402-926-8683. 

Please call for reservations by 
9:30 a.m. the day before you plan 
to eat lunch.

Senior Menu

Happy Birthday!

Celebrating birthdays are:

Ruth Jamison – Feb. 16
Lily Mace – Feb. 16
Jeremy Liford – Feb. 17
Carolyn Butler – Feb. 17
Ty Yeager – Feb. 18
Michelle Eden – Feb. 19
DeAnn Birt – Feb. 19
Seth Johnson – Feb. 19
Ali Conry – Feb. 20
Susan Mahoney – Feb. 21
Ladonna Tye – Feb. 21
Jerzey Franzen – Feb. 22

To be included on the free “Happy Birthday” list, e-mail 
your birthday (and those of your friends and family) to 
news@redoakexpress.com, mail to P.O. Box 377, Red Oak, 
IA 51566, or drop by our office at 2012 Commerce Dr.

Free Workshop at SWCC Feb. 23

Advent Christian
  300 S. 2nd Ave., Villisca, Rev. Jeff 
Eason, Sunday School, 9:30 a.m., 
Worship, 10:30 a.m., Celebrate 
Recovery, Tuesday, 6:30 p.m.

Assembly Of God  
1005 Senate, Red Oak, 623-2174, 
Services, 10:30 a.m. 

Baptist
  The Bridge (First Baptist Church), 
406 N. 3rd St., Red Oak, Rev. Len 
Taylor, Worship, 11 a.m. 
  Grace Baptist, 1510 N. 6th St., Red 
Oak, Gary D. Walters, Bible class, 
10 a.m., Worship, 11 a.m., Worship, 
6 p.m.; Wednesday, Prayer, 7 p.m.
  Grace Baptist, 525 Main St., Gris-
wold, Victor Maxson, Bible study, 10 
a.m., Worship, 11 a.m. Online: 11 
a.m. livestream.

Southern Baptist
  Crossroads Community Church, 
303 E. Oak St., use the alley 
entrance, Rev. Ricky Rohrig, Sr., 
Celebration Services with Kids’ 
Church, 9:23 a.m.,Wednesdays in 
the Word, live on Facebook, 6:30 
p.m. 712-357-1060, crossroadsre-
doak.com. Online: 9:45 a.m. approx. 
live on Facebook.

Catholic
  St. Joseph’s, 131 W. High, Villisca, 
Father Sylvester Okoh, Sunday 

Mass, 8:30 a.m.
  St. Mary’s, 1510 Highland Ave., 
Red Oak, Father Lazarus Kirigia, 
Saturdays, 5 p.m. (1st, 3rd, 5th 
Saturday); Sunday, 10:30 a.m., in 
Spanish, 1 p.m.

Christian
  First Christian, 1909 Summit 
St., Red Oak, Pastor AJ Baratta, 
PreKindergarten - Sunday School, 
9:30-10:15 a.m., Fellowship, 10 
a.m., Worship, 10:30 a.m. Online: 
10:30 a.m. live on Facebook.

Christian & Missionary 
Alliance

  Citylight Southwest Iowa, 705 Brad-
ford, Emerson. Co-lead pastors Matt 
Keller, Tyler Mass. Worship with 
children’s church, 10 a.m. in-person 
gathering. Online: 10 a.m. live on 
Facebook.
  Faith Community, 2701 N. 8th 
St., Red Oak, Pastor Dan Wetzel, 
Associate Pastor Stephen Beaulier, 
Worship, 9:30 a.m. Connection 
Classes for pre-kindergarten-adults, 
11 a.m..Wednesday activities: Faith 
Kids, Pre-K grade 4, 6-7:30 p.m. 
Faith Midpoint, grades 5-6, 6-7:30 
p.m. Faith Youth, grades 7-12, 
7-8:30 p.m. Online: 9:30 a.m. on 
KCSI, 9:30 a.m. on. Facebook.

Church Of Christ 
 Church Of Christ, Elliott, Sunday 
Bible School, 9 a.m., Worship, 10 
a.m., Men’s and Women’s Bible 
study and breakfast, first Sunday of 
the month at 7:30 a.m.
  River of Life Church, Hwy. 48 
North, Red Oak, Interin Minister 
Kevin Berry, Sunday School 9 a.m., 
Worship, 10 a.m. 

Church Of the Nazarene
  Red Oak, 401 E. Prospect St., Rev. 
Lori Lathrop. Radio ministry, 8:30 
a.m., worship with children’s church 
at 10:30 a.m.

Covenant 
  Evangelical, Rev. Matt King, 308 
Eastern, Stanton, Sunday School 
9:30 a.m., Worship, 10:45 a.m. 
Online: 10:45 a.m. live on Facebook 
and later on Youtube.
  Faith Covenant Church, 212 Alice 
St., Essex, Pastor Gordon Scott, 
Pastor Staci Shearer, Worship, 8:30 
a.m. 
  First Covenant, Rev. Alan Dean, 
pastor, 3rd & Hammond, Red Oak, 
Worship, 9:30 a.m.

Jehovah’s Witness
  210 Argus Road, Shenandoah, 
Thursday, 7:30 p.m.; Sunday, 10 
a.m., public Bible discourse. 

Lutheran
  Bethesda Lutheran, Rural Clarinda. 
Worship 9:30 a.m. Worship, Sunday 
School 10:30 a.m. 
  Bethlehem Lutheran, 1101 Summit 
St., Red Oak, Rev. Jennifer Yeske-
Drown, Sunday worship, 11 a.m.
  Strand Evangelical, Rural Villisca, 
Rev. Marietta Nelson-Bittle, Worship, 
9:45 a.m.
  Fremont Lutheran (Nyman), 1147 
Ironwood Ave, Red Oak, Pastor Ann 
Albert, Worship, 9:30 a.m., Sunday 
School, 10:30 a.m.
  Mamrelund Lutheran, 410 Eastern 
Ave., Stanton. Worship, 10:30 a.m. 
Sunday School, 9:15 a.m. Online: 
10:30 a.m. FMTC Cable Channel 1, 
also live on Facebook.
  Mt. Calvary, 107 S. 5th, Villisca, Je-
rome Wagoner, Worship, 9:00 a.m. 
  Tabor Lutheran, 1711 Q Ave., 
Stanton, Worship, 8:15 a.m., Sunday 
School, 9:15 a.m.
  Peace Lutheran, (A WELS 
Congregation), 411 Church St., 
Shenandoah, Saturday Worship, 
5:30 p.m.; Bible and Sunday School, 
6:30 p.m.

Non-Denominational
 Oaks Community Church, 41310 
Ellington Rd., Emerson, Rev. Ron 
Perry, 712-824-7218, Sunday 
School, 10 a.m., Worship, 11 a.m.

Presbyterian 
 Center Ridge, 1546 N. 110th St., 
Red Oak, Caryn Pedersen, Worship  
1 p.m., two times a month. Call 623-
9023 for more information.
  First Presbyterian, 109 S. 3rd Ave., 
Villisca, Rev. Sandra Wainwright, 
Sunday School, 9:30 a.m., Worship, 
10:30 a.m.
  Red Oak Presbyterian, 511 E. 
Coolbaugh, PO Box 402, Red Oak, 
Caryn Pedersen, redoakpresbyteri-
anchurch.com, Service, 10:30 a.m. 
Online: 10:30 a.m. live on Face-
book/Red Oak Presbyterian Church

Reformed Evangelical
  Heartland Sovereign Grace Church, 
new church plant. Bible study 
Sunday, 5 p.m., www.swiacrec.com, 
contact@swiacrec.com.

United Methodist
  First United Methodist, 600 E. Ham-
mond, Red Oak, Rev. Jennifer Van 
Nostrand, Worship, Sunday, 9 a.m.; 
Youth group Wednesday 6:30-8 
p.m., grades 6-12, snack is served. 
Online: 9 a.m. fumcro.org; click 
on the media tab to see previously 
recorded services.
  Wesley Chapel UMC, Rev. Carl 
Phillips, Worship, 8:45 a.m., Sunday 
School, 9:45 a.m.
  Red Oak Circuit, Linda Westerhold; 
Hawthorne, 1248 210th St., Red 

Oak, Worship, 10 a.m.; Stratton, 
1695 150th St., Red Oak, Worship, 
11:15 a.m. Online: 11:15 a.m. live 
on Facebook.
  Elliott United Methodist, Rev. Terry 
McClain, Sunday School, 9 a.m., 
Worship, 10 a.m. Online: 10 a.m. 
live on Facebook.
  Emerson United Methodist Church, 
Rev. Denise Stevens, 801 Bradford 
Ave., Emerson, (712) 824-7368, 
Sunday School, 9:30 a.m., Worship, 
10:30 a.m.
  Grant United Methodist, Pastor 
Casey Pelzer, Worship services, 
8:30 a.m. Online: 8:30 a.m. live on 
Facebook
  United Methodist, 203 S. 3rd 
Ave., Villisca, Pastor Jennifer Van 
Nostrand, Sunday School 9:30 a.m., 
Worship, 10:45 a.m. Online: 10:45 
a.m. live on Facebook.
  Strahan United Methodist, Hast-
ings, Rev. David Kwangki Kim, 
Worship, 9:30 a.m., Sunday School, 
10:30 a.m.

United Church Of Christ 
  First Congregational, 608 Reed St., 
Red Oak, Sunday Worship, 11:30 
a.m. in the sanctuary with fellowship 
prior to the service at 10:30 a.m..
Rev. Holly Scherff, interim pastor.

Noon, SCORE webinar, 
“How to Start an Online Busi-
ness on a Budget.” Go to omaha.
score.org/content/take-work-
shop-242.

12:30 p.m., Bingo, Red Oak 
Senior Center, 2700 N. 4th St. 
Call 712-623-3497 or Carolyn 
at 402-926-8683 for more infor-
mation.

4 p.m., Community Prayer 
Time, Fountain Square Park. Call 
Bonnie at 623-4759.

7 p.m., Alcoholics Anony-
mous, Bethlehem Lutheran 
Church, 1101 Summit St.

Red Oak Public Library, Pop-
corn Friday, all day. 

10:15 a.m., Storytime at the 
Red Oak Public Library, 400 N. 
2nd St., theme: “Be Mine.”

5:30 p.m., Alcoholics Anony-
mous, Bethlehem Lutheran 
Church, 1101 Summit St.

7 p.m., “A Man Called Otto” 
theatre #1; “The Fablemans,” the-
atre #2; Red Oak Grand Theatre.

7 p.m., “A Man Called Otto” 
theatre #1; “The Fablemans,” the-
atre #2; Red Oak Grand Theatre.

1:30 p.m., Author chat with 
Linda Ossian, The Depot at 305 
S. 2nd St. See story on this page 
for further details

2 and 7 p.m., “A Man Called 
Otto,” theatre #1; “The Fable-
mans,” theatre #2; Red Oak 
Grand Theatre.

5:30 p.m., Alcoholics Anony-
mous, Bethlehem Lutheran 
Church, 1101 Summit St.

12:30 p.m. Bingo, Red Oak 
Senior Center, 2700 N. 4th St. 

Call 712-623-3497 or Carolyn 
at 402-926-8683 for more infor-
mation.

5:30 p.m., City Council meet-
ing, Red Oak Fire Station.

7 p.m., Alcoholics Anony-
mous, Bethlehem Lutheran 
Church, 1101 Summit St.

8:30 a.m., Montgomery Coun-
ty Supervisors, North Meeting 
Room in courthouse basement, 
open to public.

Noon, Rotary Club meeting. 
For location, go to rotarydis-
trict5650.org/clubinfo/red-oak.

Noon, SCORE webinar, 
“Small Business Cash Flow – 
Understanding Money Manage-
ment.” Go to omaha.score.org/
content/take-workshop-242.

1 p.m., Card games (pitch 
and/or cribbage) Red Oak 
Senior Center, 2700 N. 4th St. 
Call 712-623-3497 or Carolyn 
at 402-926-8683 for more infor-
mation. 

5-5:45 p.m., Sports academy 
at the Montgomery County Fam-
ily YMCA, 101 E. Cherry St., for 
pre-kindergarten and kindergarten.

5:30 p.m., RO School Board 
meeting, high school tech center.

6-9 p.m., Winter Session 
I Singles Tennis League, 
Montgomery County Fam-
ily YMCA, 101 E. Cherry 
St. Register at: https://mont-
gomeryco.recliquecore.com/
programs/110014/high-school-
adult-tennis-leagues/?location
s=13&fbclid=IwAR3kvAaAa
BRHmw7_0ffBP2VG7Uykjy
9TnHbuOah5cAL3-0lW6HC-
6QZvmAUk

8-10 a.m., MCMH free blood 
pressure screening, MCMH out-
patient clinic lobby.

1:30-5 p.m., Christ’s Cup-
board Food Pantry and Clothing 
Cupboard, 206 E. Coolbaugh St. 
Donations accepted 1-5 p.m. at 
back door.

16 February

17 February

18 February

19 February

20 February

21 February

Community Calendar

22 February

The City of Red Oak is 
reminding residents to turn in 
their hotel/motel tax applica-
tions. 

The applications are due at 
4:30 p.m. Wednesday, March 

1, at Red Oak City Hall, 601 N. 
6th St. 

Applications and instructions 
are available by stopping at city 
hall, or can be found online at 
redoakiowa.com.

Minutes from the Griswold Tuesday Music Club

Card Shower

Joel and Anna Fengel will 
celebrate their 50th anniversary 
on Feb. 24. 

In honor of the occasion, 
the family is requesting a card 

shower. 
Send cards to the couple at 

115 W. High St., Villisca, IA 
50864.

FENGEL 50TH ANNIVERSARY

The Griswold Tuesday Music 
Club was called to order by 
President Robin Drake on Nov. 
2, at the Griswold United Meth-
odist Church with 17 members 
answering roll call.

Elsa Casey presented a musi-
cal moment about the Griswold 
High School musical "Once 
Upon a Mattress," which she co-
directed with Brianna McCol-
lum, Griswold language arts and 
speech teacher. Performances 
were Nov. 4-6 at the Griswold 
M.S./H.S. auditorium.

Sandy Kneisel announced 
that the SW Iowa Chorale is 
currently rehearsing on Sun-
day afternoons and will have 
its first performance Dec. 21 at 
the Atlantic High School Audi-
torium.

Secretary's minutes and trea-
surer's report were read and 
approved.

Old business was that Robin 
Drake has a copy of The Songs 

We Sang, a Treasury of Ameri-
can Popular Music, by Theodore 
Raph, and would be willing to 
lend it to anyone in the club who 
is interested. Michelle sent a card 
to Pat McCauley, and Nancy 
Lynch received correspondence 
from Clarence Waddell.

The Centennial Committee 
met in October to discuss the 
upcoming 100th Year Anniver-
sary of the Griswold Music Club 
which will be celebrated April  
4, 2023

After the business meeting, 
Fern Lindvall gave a moving 
presentation about music in the 
Expansion and Reform period 
in the United States (1801-1861) 
Much of her research consisted 
of information about a question-
able but popular genre of musi-
cal entertainment called minstrel 
shows.

Minstrel shows depicted unfa-
vorable caricatures of African-
Americans which caused confu-

sion about the plight of slaves. 
Even so, some well-known folk 
songs originated in minstrel 
shows, particularly those writ-
ten by Daniel Emmett: "Dixie," 
"Skip to My Lou," and "Blue-tail 
Fly." Donna Perdue sang these 
two songs as she accompanied 
herself on the piano.  "Buffalo 
Gals," "Polly Wolly Doodle," 
"On Top of Old Smokey," and 
"Camptown Races" were also 
popular folk songs from this era.

Wind bands became very 
popular in small towns during 
this time and performed for holi-
day celebrations like July 4th, 
Thanksgiving, and New Year's 
Day. Wind bands also performed 
on riverboats and trains.

Francis Samuel Smith wrote 
words to "America" which was 
set to the tune of "God Save the 
Queen" and sung by Michelle 
Hartfield, Donna Perdue, Sandy 
Kneisel, and Jan Highfill.

The song "John Brown's 

Body" was popular with the 
Union soldiers during the Civil 
War. The lyrics originally had 
been sung about a Scotsman 
in the Massachusetts volunteer 
militia with the same name who 
was captured at Harper's Ferry 
in order to tease him. Later, it 
became about the famous aboli-
tionist John Brown.

In 1862, Julia Ward Howe 
wrote current lyrics to this same 
tune which became known as 
"The Battle Hymn of the Repub-
lic" sung by the club, accompa-
nied by Elsa Casey.

Michelle Hartfield told about 
the origins of the military tune 
called "Taps," played by Elsa 
Casey on her trumpet at the con-
clusion of the meeting.

Co-hostesses were Carolyn 
Sindt and Jan Highfill.

Submitted by Elsa Casey

 

Tax applications due on March 1

Linda Ossian, author of 
"Home Fronts of Iowa, 1939-
1945," will be at the restored 
Burlington Northern Depot and 
World War II Museum at 305 S. 
2nd St. at 1:30 p.m. Feb. 19 for 
an author chat. 

Ossian is an emerita profes-
sor of history at Des Moines 

Area Community College. Her 
research and publications have 
focused on rural Iowa, espe-
cially during the early years of 
the Great Depression and World 
War II. She also published "The 
Forgotten Generation: American 
Children and World War II." The 
public is invited to attend.

Author chat with Ossian Sunday
Southwestern Community 

College is hosting a Crucial 
Conversations workshop at the 
Red Oak campus from 11 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. Feb. 23.

What people see, hear, and 
feel as a person communicates 
can reflect upon their leader-
ship ability, whether real or per-
ceived. 

SWCC training is looking 
for participants to join them for 
the workshop, which will visit 
15 core lessons from the book 

"Crucial Conversations: Tools 
for Talking when Stakes are 
High." 

Participants are invited to 
start the year with a refresher 
that will affirm what they are 
doing and guide them to making 
improvements for themselves 
and those that are recipients of 
their communications. Regis-
ter online at form.jotform.com/
SWCC-CE/workshop-regis-
tration. Call 641-782-1441 for 
more information.

Journeys Grief Support 
Group will be offering sessions 
every Tuesday beginning Feb. 
28 from 2-3:30 p.m. at Faith 
Community Church in Red 
Oak,, 2701 N. 8th St. 

The Journeys group provides 
a safe, supportive atmosphere 
to learn about and understand 

the grief process, to share grief 
experiences, and to search for a 
renewed sense of meaning and 
purpose in life. 

The support group will meet 
for a total of six weeks. Reg-
istration is due by Feb. 23, by 
calling Judy at 623-7288, or 
emailing juderi@mcmh.org.

Grief support group begins Feb. 28



The boys basketball tournament 
on Saturday, Jan. 14, and girls bas-
ketball tournament Saturday, Feb. 
4, were held in the Wilson Gym 
at the YMCA and at the Red Oak 
High School in both the Orange 

and Black Gyms.
The winners of  the boys basket-

ball tournament were: 
4th grade 

1st place: Creston; 2nd place: 
Bedford; 3rd place: Stanton 

Purple.
5th grade 

1st place: Red Oak Black;  2nd 
place: Griswold Tigers; 3rd place: 
CAM Cougars 

6th grade 
1st place: Southwest Valley Teal;  

2nd place: Southwest Valley Black; 
3rd Place: Glenwood. 

The winners of  the girls basket-
ball tournament were: 

4th grade 
1st Place: Mt. Ayr; 2nd place: 

Southwest Valley; 3rd place: 
Glenwood. 

5th grade 
1st place:  Glenwood;  2nd 

place: Southwest Valley; 3rd place: 
Stanton. 

6th grade 
1st place: Atlantic; 2nd place: 

Glenwood; 3rd place: Southwest 
Valley.

Montgomery County Family 
YMCA Program Director Matt 
Davis commented, “A big thank 

you to all who assisted on the 
YMCA basketball tournaments.”

For more information about 

the Montgomery County Family 
YMCA, its programs, member-
ships, and volunteer/donor oppor-

tunities,  call us at 623-2161, stop 
by the Y located at 101 E. Cherry 
St., or visit us on Facebook.
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“WHERE THE COMMUNITY COMES TOGETHER”
“HAVING A BALL”

2012 Commerce Dr.
Red Oak, IA 51566

712-623-2566
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2049 Fernwood Ave.  
Red Oak, Iowa 51566

712-357-3302

We Buy Local White Corn

 Radiant Floor 
Heating System

ROGERS
PLUMBING & HEATING

104 S. BROADWAY
RED OAK, IA

712-623-2895

204 E. REED STREET | RED OAK, IA 51566 
 712-623-4813 | www.davistaylor.com

RICK TAYLOR PRESIDENT
NATHAN TAYLOR SALES REPRESENTATIVE

 RYAN BEESON SALES REPRESENTATIVE

Montgomery
County

Memorial Hospital
Improving Community Health

2301 Eastern Avenue
Red Oak, IA 51566

712-623-7000
www.mcmh.org

Red Oak - Cumberland - Emerson - Griswold
houghtonstatebank.com (712)623.4823

MemberFDIC

2015 Fernwood Avenue 
Red Oak, IA

 712.623.6200

Fresh Produce!!  Carry Out Available to your Car!!

Southwest Iowa’s Finest 
Full-Service Meat Department!
Freshness, Quality, Value & Full Service

Food Stamps Welcome
MEAT DEPT PHONE: 623-5648

GROC. PHONE: 623-2651
811 BROADWAY, RED OAK, IA 51566

BUSINESSES  OF  THE 

Quarter
The Montgomery County 

Family YMCA would like to 
honor the businesses of Bank 
Iowa, Houghton State Bank, First 
Interstate Bank, and US Bank 
as Businesses of the Quarter for 
the next quarter from January 
through March.

All employees of the above-
mentioned companies and their 
immediate families will receive a 
free membership to the Y* until 
March 31st. So, stop by if this 

means you! *Does not apply to 
current members.

For more information on how 
to become a member, volun-
teer, and/or a donor call Carrie 
Shalters, YMCA Executive 
Director, at 623-2161, stop in at 
the Montgomery County Family 
YMCA located at 101 E. Cherry 
St., or email Carrie at cshalters@
mcymca.com.

Courage League Adaptive co-ed 
baseball will be at the Red Oak 
Sports complex this summer on 
Sundays, June 3-24 from t to 2 p.m. 

The Montgomery County 
Family YMCA & Can Play Sports 
are coming together to expand the 
area’s adapted programming for 
children with cognitive, physical, 
or other conditions that prevent 
them from participating in other 
leagues, for youth in preschool up 
through age 18. 

No previous baseball/sports 
experience in needed. We will pro-
vide all equipment, and uniforms 

are also provided. We will also 
accommodate any level of  ability 
- so you always know your child is 
welcome.

The YMCA requires that a par-
ent, guardian, or responsible adult 
remain in attendance with the par-
ticipant.  While you are not expect-
ed to assist with play on the field, 
we may need to consult with you if  
medical or behavioral issues arise. 

The success of  the program is 
dependent upon help from many 
volunteers. Baseball buddies can 
be individuals or whole groups. 
Volunteering consists of  helping 

a child with catching, throwing, 
batting, and rounding the bases 
during the game. You do not need 
to know baseball well or be well-
skilled in baseball, to be a Baseball 
Buddy! Plus, you can choose to 
volunteer for only one game or for 
multiple games. 

For more information, or to 
become a member, volunteer, and/
or a donor, call 623-2161, stop 
in at the YMCA located at 101 E. 
Cherry St., or email cshalters@
mcymca.com. 

YMCA HOSTS CO-ED VOLLEYBALL

The Mount Ayr girls took first place in the fourth grade division of the 
Girl’s Basketball Tournament.

YMCA Media Sponsors 2023 

101 E. Reed St., Red Oak, IA 

712-621-2117
 Pregnant?

Come talk to us.
Hours: Monday 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
            Tuesday: 4 to 7 p.m.

The co-ed volleyball tourna-
ment on Thursday, Jan. 19, was 
held in the Wilson Gym where the 
Volleyball games had been played 
on Thursday nights since the season 
started in November. 

Team Hit It, Forget It won first, 

Team Ricky was second, Team Tera 
placed third, and Team Kiss My 
Pass came in last. 

Congratulations to all the play-
ers who participated in the fun and 
camaraderie of  volleyball at the Y.

For more information, or to 

become a member, volunteer, and/
or a donor, call 623-2161, stop 
in at the YMCA located at 101 E. 
Cherry St., or email cshalters@
mcymca.com. 

YMCA ANNOUNCES CO-ED BASEBALL

The Glenwood girls were the winners of the fifth grade division.

The Red Oak Black boys basketball team took first place in the 5th grade division. (Photos submitted) The winning boys team in sixth grade was Southwest Valley Teal.

Rounding out the 
list of winners was 
the Atlantic girls 
basketball team 
which took first 
place in the sixth 
grade division. Not 
pictured are the 
Creston boys, who 
took first place in 
the fourth grade 
division.



everystep.org 

(712) 325-6802
(877) 325-6802

Formerly Hospice With Heart

Trust the expert EveryStep team  
of hospice RNs, aides, social  
workers, physicians, counselors  
and volunteers. We are guided by 
our non-profit mission and decades 
of service. Through medication and 
symptom management, we can 
help you live comfortably so you can 
make the most of each day. Let us 
bring safe and compassionate care 
to your home.

Living with  
Serious Illness?

Sally
EveryStep Hospice Nurse

We can help.
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Hearing on hazardous 
liquid pipeline Feb. 28
nick Johansen
The Red Oak express

The Montgomery County 
Board of Supervisors has final-
ized a date for the first reading 
of an ordinance for hazardous 
liquid pipelines. 

The ordinance is in regards 
to the proposed Summit Carbon 
pipeline project. At the Jan. 
31 meeting of meeting of the 
Montgomery County Planning 
and Zoning Commission, an 
updated ordinance drafted by 
Ahlers & Cooney Law Firm and 
a report was approved. 

The supervisors set a date of 
Feb. 28 at 8:45 a.m. as the time 
and date of the public hearing. 

Supervisors Chair Mike 
Olson said that if and when the 
ordinance was approved by the 
supervisors, there was insurance 
coverage for the litigation. 

“We are covered for up to 
$500,000 for litigation, of which 
we would have to pay 15% of 
coinsurance,  which would be 
capped at $75,000. I spoke with 
Rick Taylor to get that number,” 
Olson said. 

The supervisors also made 
several committee appointments. 
Supervisor Donna Robinson sub-
mitted Doug Fast as a township 
trustee for Douglas Township, 
and Jeff Sorensen as a township 
trustee for Scott township. 

The supervisors approved the 
two trustee appointments. Also, 
the supervisors re-appointed 

Barb Allen to the planning and 
zoning commission. 

County Auditor Jill Ozuna 
asked if any progress had been 
made in the search for a clerk for 
the Pilot Grove township. 

Cooper advised that outgo-
ing clerk Vivian Rasmussen 
had agreed to serve as the clerk 
until a replacement could be 
found. Cooper said he was in 
conversation with his niece, 
Katie VanMeter, to take over the 
clerk’s position, though nothing 
was official. 

Supervisor Mark Peterson 
said once a name had been final-
ized, it could be given to the Pilot 
Grove Trustees for appointment 
to the township clerk position. 

County engineer Karen 
Albert advised the supervisors 
during the secondary roads 
update that they have placed 
a layer of limestone upgrading 
222nd St., near the county farm. 
A second layer of limestone will 
be placed in the spring. 

Also, Albert said they were 
continuing to get required 
documents and plans together 
for the Iowa Department of 
Transportation for a new box 
culvert on 180th Street east of 
E Avenue. Albert said they were 
on-track to have a June bid let-
ting for the project. 

In other business, the super-
visors: 

• Approved the sheriff’s 
report of fees for January 2023, 
in the amount of $11,384. 

Free Hallmark Movie Channel Free Movie Night 
It was a fun night at the Free Hallmark Movie Channel Free Movie Night at the Red Oak Grand Theatre Thursday, 
Feb. 9. Pictured above left are theatre volunteers, from left, Cathy Crowe, Jeanice Lester, Mark Jackson, Crys-
tal Berkey, Ann Carder, and Amber Jennings. Pictured above right: Mark Jackson’s Red Oak Hardware Hank 
& Hallmark Gold Crown Store sponsored the annual event and prizes drawn before the movie began. Winners 
were Tonya Maher, Jane Waltz, and Karen Crouse who won prizes of Hallmark 3-Wick Candles and an insulated 
Hallmark Channel beverage container. (Photos provided)

nick Johansen
The Red Oak express

The Red Oak City Council is still ponder-
ing the positives and negatives of proceeding 
with MidAmerican Energy franchise agree-
ments and franchise fees.

The council was recently presented a 
breakdown of the numbers by Mark Reinders, 
representing MidAmerican Energy. The 
summary reflected the amount of money 
generated from a 1% to 5% franchise fee for 
gas and electric utilities, based on the num-
bers of customers from 2022.

• A 1% franchise fee would generate a 
total of $82,651 from gas and electric usage. 
The total fee paid by Montgomery County 
Memorial Hospital would be $5,000.

• A 2% franchise fee would generate a 
total of $165,302 from gas and electric usage. 
The total fee paid by Montgomery County 
Memorial Hospital would be $10,000.

• A 3% franchise fee would generate 
a total of $247,953 from gas and electric 
usage, with Montgomery County Memorial 
Hospital’s fee being $15,000.

• With a 4% franchise fee, the total 
was $330,604 from gas and electric usage. 
The total fee paid by Montgomery County 
Memorial Hospital would be $20,000.

• Finally, a 5% franchise fee for gas and 
electrical usage would bring in $413,255, 
with $25,000 in fees to the hospital.

Red Oak Mayor Shawnna Silvius said 
the fee percentages could be modified for 
individual entities.

“We could set a different amount for the 
hospital, or the school, and make that a 1% 
fee while setting a different franchise fee for 
the remainder,” Silvius said.

Council member Brian Bills asked 
Council member Pete Wemhoff, who is an 
employee of MCMH, what the reaction was 
from MCMH officials regarding the poten-
tial franchise fee. Wemhoff said there were 
a few concerns.

“They have the same concerns as the 
people I’ve talked with in the community. 
It comes down to educating them. If we 
decide to push this, we really need to educate 
everybody and help them understand,” said 
Wemhoff.

Council member Jeanice Lester likened 
the franchise fee process to the one that was 
followed when trying to set up the city’s 
hotel/motel tax.

“We were one of very few communities 
that did not collect hotel/motel tax dollars. 
We took that plunge, and it’s one of the bet-
ter things that has come to the community. I 
agree that we have to explain and educate. 
Also, much like the case the hotel/motel tax 
list was at the time we decided to incorporate 
it, the list of communities that have incorpo-
rated a franchise tax is also huge, and we’re 
again one of the very few communities that 
doesn’t have it in place,” Lester commented.

Silvius said she had been approached to 
have the franchise fee be assessed to any 
vendor that is using the city’s right-of way, 
but that was a conversation for a different 

time.
Bills confirmed with city administrator 

Al Vacanti that the figures presented did not 
take into account the money generated from 
the 1% Local Option Sales Tax funds, as the 
city would lose the local option sales tax that 
was charged on those accounts. Vacanti said 
even in that case, the franchise fee would 
generate more revenue than the LOST funds 
were generating on their own.

“Currently, the city is not getting the 
entirety of the 1% of those LOST funds. I 
have hear, for example, that Marshalltown 
gets around 65% of the revenue generated 
from the LOST fund. Other communities 
get 80% or so. The franchise fee would give 
the city the whole 1% of funding generated, 
which would exceed what the city is gaining 
from the LOST fund,” Vacanti said.

Lester said that the community members 
she had spoken to wanted to see a revenue 
purpose statement, so they could see what 
projects the funds were going to be used for.

“The people I talked to weren’t opposed, 
per se, they just wanted to know what we’re 
going to do with it,” Lester advised.

Silvius said it would be beneficial to 
pass a revenue purpose statement resolution 
generic enough to include the law enforce-
ment center and other things, and dedicate 
the funds towards specific projects. Vacanti 
said there were options to make that happen.

“If you want to see work done on the 
streets, or something in the parks, you can 
define the revenue purpose statement as gen-
eral infrastructure projects. That way, you’re 
not tied to one particular project, because 
something may come up during the time 
the franchise is still generating revenue for 
the city that suddenly becomes an immedi-
ate need,” stated Vacanti. “If it fits within 
that general description, you don’t have to 

get specific and lock yourselves into some-
thing.”

Lester said if the city were to proceed 
with the franchise fee, she’d like to see the 
fee be more than one percent, but again, said 
it came down to educating the public. Bills 
said he had done some math on how a 5% fee 
would affect his own utility bills.

“After doing the math on mine, it would 
affect my personal utility bill by about $8 per 
month. What would be wrong with having a 
surplus if we could have one? It would be 
nice to be able to determine what we’d spend 
a surplus on,” Bills said.

Lester felt the council needed to consider 
the effects of the fee on the hospital and the 
school. While the information provided gave 
a breakdown of the fee’s effects on the hospi-
tal, it did not include the potential fee to the 
Red Oak School District.

No further action was taken at the meet-
ing. Silvius urged the council members to 
inform her of any additional questions they 
had for MidAmerican Energy.

The council also approved the work of 
Grand Contracting, LLC for the Fountain 
Square Park bandstand project, and approved 
pay request number four from the company, 
in the amount of $12,021.

Finally, the council approved a request for 
street closures from the Classy Chassis Car 
Club Show on Aug. 19. Among the closures 
were the entrance on Coolbaugh Street and 
2nd Street, public access off of Coolbaugh 
Street south on 2nd Street, all intersections at 
2nd, 3rd, 4th and 5th Streets on Coolbaugh, 
3rd Street north from Washington Avenue 
to Hammond Street, 4th Street north from 
Washington Avenue to Reed Street, and 
Reed Street from 2nd Street to 4th Street. 
The council also approved a request for 
police presence.

MidAmerican franchise agreement, fee discussed by council 

The start of 2023 was encouraging for water resources in 
Iowa. Precipitation for the month was 1.82 inches, nearly double 
the normal moisture. All of Iowa’s reporting stations reported 
near to above-average precipitation. The U.S. Drought Monitor 
remained largely unchanged for the month. Streamflow, soil 
moisture, and shallow groundwater conditions are showing 
some improvement, but continued above normal precipitation is 
needed.

“January was the third month in a row of above-normal 
moisture for Iowa, which is the trend we need to see. Continued 
wetter than normal conditions are needed throughout the winter 
and spring months to significantly improve drought conditions 
in Iowa,” said Tim Hall, Iowa Department of Natural Resources 
coordinator of hydrology resources. “Average monthly precipita-
tion typically increases each month until July, so we are hoping 
to see diminishing drought designation in the months ahead.” 

Above normal moisture in January 

Councilman Pete Wemhoff, pictured left, pushed for the public to be educated 
about the benefit of franchise fees. Also pictured is Councilman Scott Keith. (Nick 
Johansen/The Red Oak Express) 

Iowa Secretary of Agriculture Mike Naig encourages eligible 
Iowa farm owners to apply for the 2023 Century and Heritage 
Farm Program now through June 1.

The program was created by the Iowa Department of 
Agriculture and Land Stewardship and the Iowa Farm Bureau 
Federation to recognize families who have owned their farms for 
100 years and 150 years, respectively.

“Iowa’s multi-generational farm families are the backbone 
of our state and the Century and Heritage Farm Program recog-
nizes their hard work, strength, resilience and perseverance,” said 
Secretary Naig. “Each year I look forward to recognizing these 
families, hearing their stories, and celebrating their legacies at the 
Iowa State Fair.”

To apply, download the application on the Department’s web-
site at iowaagriculture.gov/century-and-heritage-farm-program. 
Please complete the application and return it to:

Century and Heritage Farm Program
Iowa Department of Agriculture and Land Stewardship
Wallace State Office Building
502 E. Ninth St., Des Moines, IA 50319
One may also send a written request for an application to 

the address above, or contact Kelley Reece, coordinator of the 
Century and Heritage Farm Program, at 515-281-3645 or kelley.
reece@iowaagriculture.gov.

To be included in the 2023 Century or Heritage Farm Program, 
completed applications must be received by the Department by 
11:59 pm on June 1, 2023.

This year marks the 47th anniversary of the Century Farm 
Program; it is the 17th anniversary of the Heritage Farm Program. 

The ceremonies recognizing the 2023 Century and Heritage 
Farm families will be held at the Iowa State Fair on Aug. 17 in 
the historic Livestock Pavilion.

2023 Iowa Century and Heritage 
Farm applications available 
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Red Oak’s Community Heart and 
Soul program is still going strong.

The Red Oak City Council was 
given an update on the group’s activ-
ity by core team member Beau Boeye 
at the regular city council meeting on 
Feb. 6. Other core members include 
Cynthia Bangston, Carrie Shalters, 
James Norris, and Karen Blue.

“In addition to the core team, there 
are a total of 39 other people who 
volunteer in various capacities for the 
group on an ongoing basis,” Boeye said.

The purpose of the group is a res-
ident-driven process that will engage 
the entire population of the town in 
identifying what they love most about 
the community, what future they want 
for it and how to achieve it, and the first 
order of business was to hold a com-
munity readiness activity at the Wilson 
Performing Arts Center.

“The activity was a requirement for 
grant applications. We had a total of 14 
participants who considered if Red Oak 
was ready to move into the Community 
Heart and Soul Process. It was deter-
mined at the end of the meeting that 
Red Oak could benefit from the pro-
cess. The numerous active groups and 
organizations is one of the great assets 
in Red Oak, and we are hopeful we 

can establish connections and coordi-
nate events and activities with those 
organizations moving forward,” Boeye 
explained.

On October 17, 2022 Boeye said the 
organization was awarded a seed grant 
from the Orton Family Foundation.

“As part of the grant agreement, we 
were required to attend a grant orienta-
tion via Zoom. The grant agreement 
was completed on Nov. 10, 2022. The 

Red Oak Heritage Foundation, serv-
ing as a sponsor for Community Heart 
and Soul, received the $10,000 grant. 
On Nov. 12, we followed up the grant 
receival with a phase one volunteer 
training session at the Five One 8,” 
commented Boeye. “This was attended 
by 25 individuals who learned more 
about the Community Heart and Soul 
process.”

Since that phase one meeting, Boeye 

said the core team has been meeting 
regularly as they move the organization 
forward.

“We elected to increase the geo-
graphical area of Community Heart and 
Soul to include the Red Oak School 
District. This will allow all students 
and their families a chance to partici-
pate and volunteer. We also identified 
that we had a lot of strong community 
leaders who live outside of the city, and 
we wanted to make sure they were also 
included.”

In addition to the grant, Boeye said 
the organization received an in-kind 
donation of a website, Facebook page, 
and IT help, and is planning on hiring a 
part time project coordinator.

“We’re expecting the position to be 
around 20 to 25 hours per week, but 
that may ramp up depending on what 
activities are going on. We’ve also been 
coordinating with other organizations 
on a position so that someone already 
working part-time can combine efforts.”

The next step for the organization 
is a community network analysis from 
1 to 4 p.m. March 4 at the Five One 8.

“The community network analysis 
is a tool for understanding who lives, 
works, and plays in our community, and 
will provide a framework for mapping 
our community’s groups and connectors 
and give us a strategy that can reach 
everyone. It is grounded in a principal 
that involves everyone, knowing the 

composition of the community is essen-
tial for achieving diversity during the 
process,” Boeye stated.

Lastly, Boeye stated it was a two-
year project that was still very much in 
the beginning stages, but the communty 
network analysis would be a very key 
piece of the organization and a fun pro-
cess as well.

“Other communities have done it 
and used a big board with a lot of sticky 
notes that identifies all of the organized 
and unorganized groups in an effort to 
identify who may be a core person in 
those groups that we can reach out to, 
and have them reach out to their own 
groups so we can bring the whole com-
munity together,” Boeye said.

In other business, the council:
• Approved the renewal of a Class 

E retail alcohol license for Fareway 
Stores, Inc. at 811 Broadway.

• Approved the renewal of a Class C 
retail alcohol license for Casa de Oro at 
900 Senate Ave.

• Approved the renewal of a Class B 
retail alcohol license for Dollar General 
at 2010 Commerce Dr.

• Approved a new five-day Class 
C liquor license for the Elks Lodge at 
1901 N. 4th St.

• Approved a hangar lease agreement 
for Cedar Ridge Aviation LLC, per the 
airport commission’s recommendation.

Boeye updates city council on Heart and Soul program 

Community Heart and Soul charter member Beau Boeye, right, updates 
the council on the group’s activity. Also pictured is Councilman Tim 
Fridolph. (Nick Johansen/The Red Oak Express)

LEGISLATIVE
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1A

the table to hear our concerns 
on everything from crossings to 
train length. Also, while I’m not 
sponsoring certain bills, I have 
been assigned several that I will 
be advocating for such as a bill 
to provide legal help in cases 
involving children,” Shipley 
explained.

Shipley also offered his own 
take on the passage of HF171 to 
boost Supplemental State Aid to 
schools. 

“While I would like to have 
seen more, it was an increase 
from the 2.5% that was origi-
nally considered. It did include 
an increase for transportation 
equity funding which again is 
important to rural schools,” 
commented Shipley.

Looking to the future, Shipley 
said that there was a potential 
that the current term that he’s 
serving in the Iowa Senate will 
be his last.

“I think 12 years will be 
enough and given the size of my 
district, it’s hard to get around 
everywhere I need and want to 
be. I’m not getting younger and 
while it’s a part time job, it is 
a full time commitment. If this 
ends up being my last term, 
my focus will be the same as 
when I started, to be a voice 
for rural issues from hospitals 
to soil conservation, to local 
schools and community colleg-
es, to infrastructure to name a 
few,” Shipley said.

Shipley also welcomes hear-
ing the needs and concerns of 
his constituents, and he can be 
contacted at any time.

“The best way for a person 
to contact me is to email me. 
They need to make sure they 

include the town where they 
get their mail. I get a bunch of 
emails with no idea where they 
are from and when that hap-
pens given the sheer volume of 
emails I get they just get deleted. 
My email is simple to find, tom.
shipley@legis.iowa.gov,” com-
mented Shipley.

Additionally, Moore 
and Shipley will be back in 
Montgomery County for anoth-
er legislative briefing at 8 a.m. 
March 4, at the Montgomery 
County Family YMCA.

Multiple area first responders tackled a fire in Villisca on Feb. 
9. At 6:49 a.m. the Villisca Fire and Rescue Department was dis-
patched to 303 E. 5th St. in Villisca, owned by Cecil E. McCuen, 
Jr., for a reported structure fire. 

Upon fire crews’ arrival, heavy smoke was coming from the 
structure. It was confirmed there were no occupants inside and 
defensive exterior fire ground operations were started. 

Once additional fire crews arrived, the fire ground operation 
was changed to an offensive interior fire attack. Upon interior fire 
attack and suppression operations, firefighters had made the ini-
tial knockdown and were working their way through the structure 
when one firefighter fell through the floor from the second floor. 

Immediate rescue operations were begun, and the firefighter 
was able to exit the structure. The firefighter was treated and trans-
ported by the Villisca Ambulance Service and Red Oak Rescue. 

Mutual Aid response brought the Stanton, Grant, and Red 
Oak fire departments. Additional assistance was provided by 

the Montgomery County Emergency Management Agency, 
Montgomery County Communications, the Montgomery County 
Sheriff’s Office, Villisca Power, Villisca Public Works, and the 
American Red Cross. 

The fire was deemed under control and extinguished at 9 
a.m. Fire crews did a final walkthrough checking for hot spots, 
and none were located. Fire ground operations were terminated 
a short time later.  The injured Villisca firefighter was treated at 
Montgomery County Memorial Hospital and later released. 

The fire originated in the area of a wood burning stove. The 
damage amount is unknown, but there is considerable water and 
smoke damage, as well as fire damage to the inside of the struc-
ture. 

The Villisca Fire Department extended its appreciation to all 
the agencies that responded, as well as, the excellent work on 
behalf of the Montgomery County Communications operator.

Villisca house fire originated near wood burning stove 

Iowa’s 2022 deer harvest increased seven percent over the 2021 season, 
due, in part to the new Excess Tag January Antlerless Season approved by 
the Iowa Legislature last spring.

“A lot of hunters chose to participate in the new season, and the har-
vest was on par or a little above the other firearms seasons,” said Jace 
Elliott, state deer biologist with the Iowa Department of Natural Resources. 
“Hunters reported more than 2,500 deer taken during the Excess Tag January 
Antlerless Season, thanks, in part, to favorable weather across the state.”

Overall, hunters tagged deer at a rate of 30-35 percent which is similar to 
previous years, for a total reported harvest of more than 109,600 deer.

Deer harvest varied regionally, with the north central and southeast 
regions seeing an increase over 2021. “The north central deer population 
is recovering over the past decade and is trending in the right direction,” 
Elliott said.

The far western counties and southwest region saw a decline in harvest, 
likely due to the recent outbreaks from EHD and from floods in the Missouri 
River valley. “The deer herd has shown that, given time, it can recover from 
EHD outbreaks,” he said. “And 2022 was a mild year with respect to EHD 
in that area.”

The deer population model indicates the herd size is stable to slightly 
increasing and is within the goal of the Iowa deer study advisory committee.

The Iowa DNR has deer harvest information by county by year dating 
back to 2006 online at https://gooutdoorsiowa.com/RealTimeHarvestReport.
aspx.

Deer harvest increases by more than 7%
The Iowa Department of Natural 

Resources (DNR) is hosting a series of 
town hall-style meetings where local 
staff provide updates on recently com-
pleted hunting seasons, discuss pos-
sible changes to hunting rules and regu-
lations, and address other topics as 
requested.

Locally, the Iowa DNR will be at the 
Council Bluffs Fish and Game Club, 
531 Comanche St., in Council Bluffs, 
on Feb. 23. The meeting begins at 6:30 
p.m.

"We want people to come out, listen 
to the hunting seasons reviews, ask 
questions and hear directly from our 
staff," said Todd Bishop, chief of the 
Iowa DNR's Wildlife Bureau. "Part of 
the meeting will be devoted to discuss-
ing potential rule changes and collect-
ing feedback as we work through the 
rules process."

The meetings are open to the public. 
Comments collected from these public 

meetings will be considered along with 
other related comments received by the 
Iowa DNR prior to proposing chang-
es to hunting rules and regulations. 
Proposed rules will be presented to the 
Natural Resource Commission during a 
regular public meeting for consideration 
and additional public comment.

Any person attending the public 
meeting and has special requirements, 
such as those related to mobility or 
hearing impairments, should contact the 
Iowa DNR or ADA Coordinator at 515-
725-8200, Relay Iowa TTY Service 
800-735-7942, or Webmaster@dnr.
iowa.gov, and advise of specific needs.

DNR to recap hunting seasons, discuss possible changes Feb. 23

The public is invited to a local IDNR meeting in Council Bluffs Feb. 23 to 
discuss possible changes to hunting rues. 

SHOWTIMES
FRI, SAT & SUN 7 PM
SUN MATINEE 2 PM

ALL TICKETS
$2.00

712-623-3169

THIS WEEK’S
MOVIES

THEATRE #1 capacity is 182

THEATRE #2 capacity is 107

FEBRUARY 17-19

THE FABLEMANS 
PG 13

Young Sammy falls in love with 
movies. Armed with a camera, 
Sammy starts to make films at 
home much to the delight of his 

supportive mother.

A MAN CALLED 
OTTO PG 13

When a lively family moves in next 
door, grumpy Otto meets his match in 

a quick-witted, pregnant woman named 
Marisol, leading to an unlikely friendship 

that turns his world upside down. 

April 14 & 15
GET ON THE MAP! 

*AD DEADLINE  April 5 at  Noon

GARAGE SALE WEEKEND CHECKLIST
 ✔ Ad in the Express
 ✔ Garage Sale Kit with signs and more
 ✔ Place on the Map!

$15 for 25 words
40¢ Each additional word

MAP WILL BE 
PRINTED IN THE 

APRIL 12 EDITION

40¢ Each additional word

*AD DEADLINE

RED OAK EXPRESS ANNUAL

2012 Commerce Dr., Red Oak
Open 8:30 a.m.-5 p.m. M-F

*All ads must be brought into the o�  ce and be prepaid.

City   Wide


