
     THE RED OAK

Express
WEDNESDAY

DEDICATED TO FREEDOM SINCE 1868 $1.00

Feb. 1, 2023
Red Oak, IA

Volume 156, No.05
redoakexpress.com  

Nick Johansen
The Red Oak Express

The Iowa Rock n’ Roll 
Music Association Hall of 
Fame Class of 2023 will 
include Southwest Iowa’s 
own John Murren. 

Murren, was born in Red 
Oak and grew up in Elliott, 
where he still lives. Murren 
is one of two nominees in the 
promoter category. Murren 
has been serving as a music 
promoter for the past 25 
years. Prior to his 25-year 
career in music promotion, 
Murren said he worked a reg-
ular day job as an examiner 
for the State of Iowa. 

“I was a grain warehouse 
examiner, and I’ve worked 
in every county in the state 
in that role. I also worked in 
Kansas City and Omaha, to a 
variety of little towns that had 
elevators,” Murren said. 

In most of the towns, the 
only place to eat was at the 
local bar, which proved to 
be valuable when he started 
doing music promotion while 
maintaining his auditor role. 

“I’d walk in, and see a 
stage, and ask them if they 
booked bands. If the answer 
was yes, I’d give them a 
promo kit. I was working 
four 10-hour days, so I was 
able to do a fair amount of 
promotion on the road and 
during weekends. I carried 
them around with me and got 
a lot of results with that. Later 
on, I worked in three places 
in Sioux City on a revolving 

basis, and I worked at numer-
ous places in Omaha,” com-
mented Murren. 

Murren had no prior his-
tory in music, and said it was 
actually his son, John Murren 
II, who was with the band 
Hurricane Annie, that started 
his journey into music pro-
motion. 

“I bought them some 
equipment, and they were 
doing shows at Kelly’s in 
Clarinda. I went down one 
day to see how they sounded, 
and I wasn’t thrilled. The guy 
running sound wasn’t that 
experienced, and so I told 
them that I’d get pro-quality 
equipment, book them shows, 
and run the whole thing, 
and they agreed,” Murren 
explained. 

From promoting that band, 
Murren said more doors 
opened and other opportuni-
ties came his way. 

“Other bands would 
come on their off nights to 
see Hurricane Annie, and 
they’d like the show, and 
the lights, and it just evolved 
into working for these other 
bands. They’d call me up and 
I’d go do a show for them. 
Personally, I can’t play any 
instrument, and I can’t sing, 
so I just learned how to be 
a promoter and a soundman 
on the fly, and got better and 
better. Being a promoter also 
involves a lot of telephone 
calls,” Murren stated. 

For the past several years, 
Murren said things have 
slowed down a little due to 

closures from the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

“COVID was hard on bars 
and live music. The ones that 
made it through COVID don’t 
have the money to hire bands 
anymore. The places that 
had live music didn’t make 
it through. Anyone remain-
ing has overhead exceeding 
its income, and they have 
to get back to even or better 
before they can have a band. 
I got in probably at the peak, 
and have ridden it all the 
way through, playing at all 
the good places in Omaha,” 
Murren explained. “It’s start-
ing to recover, but I don’t 
think it will ever reach the 
level it was before COVID.”

Murren added he’s done 
music promotion in rough-
ly 168 towns, working as a 
soundman and/or booker with 
Rumor Has It, Taxi Driver, 

Iowa Rock n’ Roll Hall of 
Fame to induct Murren
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Iowa Secretary of Agriculture Mike Naig 
presented the Wergin Good Farm Neighbor 
Award to the Liljedahl family during a cer-
emony today at the Iowa Pork Congress in 
Des Moines. 

Owned and operated by Dennis and 
Diane Liljedahl, along with their son, Drew, 
and daughter-in-law, Candice, Liljedahl 
Farms is a third-generation family farm 
located near Essex in Page County.

The farm was established by Dennis’ 
parents Charles and Eileen Liljedahl in 
1958, with Dennis returning to the farm 
in 1975 and Drew joining the operation in 
2006. Dennis and Diane’s daughter Abbey 
was raised on the farm but has since moved 
away with her husband. Justin. Dennis and 
Diane have four grandchildren.

“Multi-generational farm families like 
the Liljedahls are at the heart of so many 
of our communities across Iowa. They have 
a family tradition of being good stewards 
of their land and excellent caretakers of 
their livestock,” said Iowa Secretary of 
Agriculture Mike Naig. “The Liljedahls are 
also leaders in their community and within 
Iowa agriculture and I am pleased to present 
them with the Wergin Good Farm Neighbor 
award.”

The Liljedahls raise corn, soybeans, seed 

soybeans and 2,500 – 3,000 wean-to-finish 
hogs annually.

The family has implemented numer-
ous conservation practices, including the 
utilization of no-till planting and the seed-
ing of 1,000 acres of cereal rye as a cover 
crop each year for the past four years. They 
have installed terraces, grassed waterways, 

Naig honors Liljedahl Farms with award

Murren 

Dennis and Diane Liljedhal of Es-
sex with the Wergin Good Farm 
Neighbor Award pictured with Iowa 
Secretary of Agriculture Mike Naig. 
(Photo provided)
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Area superintendents and elected officials are 
reacting to the passing of the Students First Act.

The legislation was a priority for passage by 
Iowa Gov. Kim Reynolds and was signed into law 
on Jan. 24. 

Under the new legislation, $7,598 will be 
deposited annually to an educational savings 
account for students attending private schools. 
$1,205 per student attending private schools in the 
district would be allocated to the public school. 
The bill passed the Iowa House late in the eve-
ning Jan. 23, without the support of District 18 
Representative Tom Moore, who serves Red Oak 
and Montgomery County.

In the wake of the bill’s passing, some of the 
area superintendents weighed in, including Red 
Oak Superintendent Ron Lorenz, who authored a 
lengthy letter to the editor speaking against the bill 
prior to its passage in the legislature. Now that the 
bill has been signed into law, Lorenz’ stance has 
not changed.

“I was very disappointed in the decision, but all 
we can do now is pick ourselves up, dust ourselves 
off, and get back to work,” Lorenz said.

According to Lorenz, his district and others 
would soon be feeling the financial pinch now that 
the bill is a law.

“This decision is going to have far reaching 
financial implications on Iowa’s public schools, so 
we have to start figuring out ways to do more with 
even less,” commented Lorenz.

Lorenz added the district is now in a holding 
pattern to see what its next steps will be.

“At this point, we are waiting to hear more 
details, particularly with respect to added flexibil-
ity in the use of categorical funds,” Lorenz stated.

Griswold superintendent David Heinrichs also 
expressed his disappointment in the quick passage 
of the bill, and what it will mean to public schools.

“I have a difficult time understanding how it 
is acceptable to use public funds for an education 
at a private school. I have much appreciation for 
Tom Moore and Tom Shipley who did not vote the 
party line on this matter. It is anticipated that the 
first year cost of this program is around $106 mil-
lion dollars. These funds would have gone a long 
way, if used for public schools, to better ensure our 
staff members are paid at a level they deserve,” 
Heinrichs advised.

Heinrichs also stated that he wasn’t anticipat-
ing a huge impact on the Griswold District in the 
immediate future.

“I do not anticipate an immediate effect on 
our district due to the fact that there are a very 
limited number of private schools in our area. 
However, with the passing of the bill, and with 
the Governor’s recommended increase in SSA of 
only 2.5%, I am very concerned about the lack of 
adequate funding for public schools. The financial 
future of public school may be very challenging in 
the years to come,” said Heinrichs.

Heinrichs said he and the other staff of the 
district are now planning ahead for the future with 
what is available.

“The best thing we can do now is to utilize the 
funds that we have to the best of our ability to 
ensure we provide the best education to our stu-
dents as possible,” Heinrichs commented.

As for Essex superintendent Mike Wells, the 
passage of the bill came as no surprise to him, 
since Gov. Reynolds has been pushing for a choice 
bill for the last three years.

“I think we were all anticipating the passage of 
the law. When I came to the state from Nebraska, 
Iowa had one of the highest per pupil expenditures 
in the country and as a result we ranked in the top 
five states in educational rankings. Since that time, 
the funding has consistently fallen behind the rest 
of the nation, and we have received years of 0% 
growth and average about 2% per year,” explained 
Wells. “Today, we are ranked 18th in the nation for 
education.  As a result of the voucher bill passing, I 
anticipate we will see a rash of “for profit” schools 
popping up across the state and public education 
will be harmed. I also believe in the cities such as 
Waterloo, Des Moines, and Cedar Rapids, you will 
see flight into private schools which will cause 
more inner city issues. These “for profits” will be 
able to refuse students who have special needs, 
and will be operating under different rules so their 
expenditures will be less.”

Still, Wells said at this point, he’s not focusing 
on anything but doing what needs to be done.

“Unfortunately, the bottom line is that it’s the 
law so we need to suck it up and not whine about 
it. We will continue to provide a quality education 
for all students who choose to come to our public 
schools. Iowa public schools have always been the 
backbone of our great state, and when push comes 
to shove, it will still be what makes our state 
prosper,” Wells stated. “I appreciate David Sieck 
having the guts to stand up to his own party and 
vote against vouchers. He has kept his campaign 
promises, and I am so proud to have him represent-
ing my district.”

Comments from superintendents Chris Fenster 
of Southwest Valley, and Tim Hood of East Mills 
were not available as of press time.

Area superintendents weren’t the only ones 
who expressed dissatisfaction with the passing of 
the bill. Iowa House District 18 Representative 
Tom Moore of Griswold was one of a handful 
of legislators who voted against passing the bill.  
Moore said he had many concerns about the effect 
of this legislation on the public schools and espe-
cially local rural schools. 

“As a fiscal conservative, I question the spend-
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The Students First Act, which affects students in public and private schools, was 
signed into law by Iowa Governor Kim Reynolds Jan. 24. Pictured above are students 
at Inman Elementary at recess. (Tess Nelson/Red Oak Express)

Legislators, admin react to SFC law
“I was very disappointed in 
the decision, but all we can do 
now is pick ourselves up, dust 
ourselves off, and get back to 
work.”  

Red Oak Superintendent Ron Lorenz 
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Commercial
Equestrian

Hobby Shops

Agricultural
Garages

And More!

S T R U C T U R E S
www.GingerichStructures.com

Eastern Wisconsin
920-889-0960

Western Wisconsin
608-988-6338

Eastern CO
719-822-3052

Nebraska & Iowa
402-426-5022
712-600-2410 

APY*

12-month CD

4.65%
$1,000 MIN. BALANCE

Smart Savers Save with Veridian

*APY = Annual Percentage Yield. APY is accurate as of 1/20/2023 and is subject to change. Interest on CDs is compounded quarterly. APY is subject to change after account is 
opened. Interest rate locked when account is opened except for bump-up CDs, which can be converted to a higher rate once during their terms. Penalty may be imposed for early 
withdrawal, and fees could reduce earnings on account. Other rates and terms available. Withdrawal of earnings could reduce APY. Membership required to open a CD and is
subject to qualifications and a minimum $5 share deposit. Federally insured by NCUA.

Open a CD today.
veridiancu.org/deposit
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Herzberg requests county funding increase on behalf of Villisca Library 
Nick Johansen
The Red Oak Express

The Montgomery County Board of Supervisors is considering a 
funding request from the Villisca Public Library. 

At the regular meeting Jan. 24, Villisca Library Director Martha 
Herzberg met with the supervisors to make the funding request, as 
well as share an annual report for 2022. 

“Our mission is to inform, enrich, and empower our community, 
and we provide a lot of services for the community that a lot of 
people don’t realize,” Herzberg said. 

The library has 15,568 books, audio books, videos, and puzzles, 
and also has 138,422 electronic items, such as e-books, and down-
loadable videos, as well as internet, printer, and fax access for 
patrons.

Herzberg added she reapplied to be a certified librarian, and is 
now certified until 2025. The library itself also has a distinctive 
designation. 

“The library is accredited at the highest level, tier three, and we 
have to re-apply for that accreditation by Feb. 1, 2025. We have nine  
individual volunteers who worked a total of 140 hours in 2022,” 
commented Herzberg. 

The library is open every day but Sunday and Monday, and cur-

rently provides services for 1,918 patrons. 
“Our website received 1,009 hits and searches in 2022, and we 

had 1,918 in-person visits to the library. We also had 10 library 
museum visits or tours, due to the fact that we have a lot of memora-
bilia from the Villisca Axe Murder house,” explained Herzberg. “We 
also held 103 programs for kids of all ages in 2022, and had a total of 
6,182 total attendees at the library programs. We also provided home 
delivery of library materials to 43 patrons.”

The Villisca Library serves not only the Villisca community, it 
also serves the 581 rural residents of the Douglas Township, the 
East Township, and the Washington Township. Also, through the 
Enrich Iowa program, all Iowa residents could have access and use 
a Villisca library card.

Herzberg stressed that the free library was not free, and the library 
received operational funding from the City of Villisca, the State of 
Iowa, and the Montgomery County Board of Supervisors, as well as 
other intermittent sources. 

“We have additional funding that comes from memorials and 
grants, but those are special purpose and irregular. Some years we 
receive a lot, and sometimes we don’t. State funding also fluctuates 
from year to year depending on how many loan transitions with 
patrons that we have.”

Since 2018, the library has received $7,645 in funding from the 

county. Herzberg was proposing a potential increase in the funding. 
“A 5% increase would raise it to roughly $8,027, an increase of 

$382. That would allow us to buy around 12 additional large print 
books for the library. Unfortunately, our patrons are aging in the 
community, and the large print books are the most popular to check 
out,” Herzberg advised. “Everyone can read large print. In the cases 
of some of the paperbacks, the print is very small and hard to read.”

If the supervisors approved a 4% increase, the funding would be 
$7,951, an increase of $306, which could purchase 10 large print 
books. A 3% increase would make the total funding $7,872, or $229 
in total, allowing the purchase of seven large print books. Also an 
option was a 2% increase, raising the total funding to $7,798, a $153 
increase, which could purchase five large print books.

“I’m going with an average price of $29.99 per book for the large 
print books as the basis for my figures. The large print books are a 
little more expensive than your average bestseller, but they are worth 
it in the end,” Herzberg said. 

Herzberg said they were still working on their library budget, and 
requested the 3% increase, so they could purchase seven new large 
print books per year. She also expressed her appreciation for the past 
support of the supervisors, and hoped they continued to value the 
service the library provided to the community. 

No further action on the request was taken. 

Red Oak Board of Education approves central office staff wage increase 
Nick Johansen
The Red Oak Express

The Red Oak School Board has agreed to an increase in the wages 
for the central office staff.

At the regular school board meeting Jan. 25, the board heard 
discussion from superintendent Ron Lorenz on a proposed salary 
increase of $1.50 per hour beginning Feb. 1, and an additional $1.50 
per hour effective July 1.

“Last month, the board approved increasing the salaries of bus 
drivers, paraprofessionals, and secretaries based on a market com-
parison. That’s the approach that we take when we try to be equi-
table to the administrative salaries, so that they’re in line with other 
districts that we compete with. We took the same approach,” Lorenz 
said.

According to Lorenz, when they did the market comparison of 
the central office support staff, they learned the wages were lower 
than the average, not as low as the bus drivers, paraprofessionals, and 
secretaries, but still lower.

“At the same time, we have one additional person the other dis-
tricts do not have. We’re proposing the increase the rate of pay for 
the superintendent, board secretary, and payroll clerk to these num-
bers. That will get us closer to the average, not quite there, but more 
in the ballpark,” commented Lorenz.

To make up for the salary increase, Lorenz said they were recom-

mending the board not hire an additional team member upon board 
secretary Deb Drey’s retirement in June.

“We’ve already begun the process of reallocating that work and 
shifting duties. The wage increase will cost the district roughly 
$2,600 for the remainder of the current year, and $14,600 next year. 
The district will save $52,543 over the next two years by trimming 
staff, so it is cost effective, and the district will come out ahead,” 
Lorenz explained.

Among the duties Lorenz will be taking over in anticipation of 
Drey’s retirement is the board’s agenda.

The board unanimously approved the wage increase as presented.
The board also discussed prorating the one-time $1,000 hiring 

incentive for the 2022-23 school year for the remaining months of 
the year, effective Feb. 1. Lorenz said the board approved the use of 
ESSER II funds for the one-time hiring incentive.

“We’re halfway through the school year now, and the people 
we’re hiring today are getting the same stipend that people were get-
ting back in August. We’re suggesting pro-rating the amount, so for 
February, the amount would be $400, March would be $300, April 
would be $200, and May would be $100,” Lorenz said.

According to Lorenz, that would allow the district to be equitable, 
and make sure any late hires felt they were getting the same treat-
ment, and would help stretch the district’s ESSER funds.

“We feel this is a responsible adjustment. The hiring incentive 
expires at the end of this school year, as our ESSER II funds sunset 
next September,” stated Lorenz.

The board also approved the the purchase of K-12 documentation 
management software, called K12 Docs.

“It’s an add on to our current software. It’s a document manage-
ment application that will allow us to digitize invoices, financial 
records, employee documents, student files, and basically any other 
document we have. Frankly I’m surprised we haven’t done this 
already and it probably should have been proposed sooner,” stated 
Lorenz.

The program is a Cloud-based virtual filing cabinet that will 
enhance the district’s segregation of duties.

“It’s something we hear about every year during our audit. It’s 
going to help with our cash control, and the audit will go more 
smoothly because we can provide the auditors limited access to 
these records so we’re not shifting through a bunch of paper. It will 
increase workflow and productivity as well,” advised Lorenz.

Cost of the program was a one-time $1,550 set-up fee, and the 
annual license was roughly 5,550. The amount would be prorated for 
the first year. 500 GB of file storage was available, for over 7 million 
stored documents.

The request was unanimously approved.
The board also approved the purchase of new teacher devices 

from Sterling Computers, in the amount of $89,746. The purchase 
would be made with ESSER II funds. Following the purchase, 
Lorenz said the district would have roughly $100,000 of ESSER II 
funds remaining.

Joe Foreman
The Opinion-Tribune

Gov. Kim Reynolds signed legislation into law 
Tuesday, Jan. 23, that will provide families nearly 
$7,600 per child to cover private school expenses.

The controversial Students First Act was passed 
by lawmakers overnight on Monday, Jan. 23 
without the support of nine Republicans in the 
House of Representatives, including David Sieck 
of Glenwood.

Sieck has publicly voiced his opposition to the 
legislation in the past and stuck to his word when 
it came to a vote Monday.

“If I’m voting my district, my district says 
they’re liking their public schools and I don’t have 
any private schools, so why would I change,” 
Sieck stated in an interview with The Opinion-

Tribune.
Reynolds made the legislation a top priority in 

her Condition of the State address on Jan. 10.
“I am thrilled that both the Iowa House and the 

Iowa Senate have passed the Students First Act and 
I look forward to signing it into law later today,” 
Reynolds stated. “For the first time, we will fund 
students instead of a system, a decisive step in 
ensuring that every child in Iowa can receive the 
best education possible.

“Parents, not the government, can now choose 
the education setting best suited to their child 
regardless of their income or zip code. With this 
bill, Iowa has affirmed that educational freedom 
belongs to all, not just those who can afford it.”

Opponents of the bill have argued that public 
tax dollars should be spent on public schools alone 
and the legislation will be harmful to school dis-
tricts in rural areas of the state. Less than half of 

Iowa’s counties have private schools.
Sieck said his view on the matter has never 

wavered.
“When I first started running, I said all I have 

is public schools so I’ll always support them. That 
still stands today,” he said. “I don’t have anything 
(private schools) in my district. We’ve got St. 
Albert just outside of my district, which might gain 
in this. I guess they can take on another 100 kids, 
which is what I’m being told.

“I put my stake in the sand this summer and 
said, ‘Look, I’m not going to change my vote for 
this.’ You’ve already got open enrollment so why 
would you change your theory on it?”

Sieck said around 70 percent of the e-mail 
communication he received from residents of 
his legislative district was against passage of the 
legislation.

Mills and Fremont County’s representative in 

the state senate, Mark Costello, voted with the 
majority. He voiced his support for the legislation 
in a letter to constituents earlier this month.

“The governor’s bill gives parents those options 
by expanding school choice beyond just wealthy 
parents with the means to afford to pay taxes and 
school tuition. It means all parents have choice,” 
he said. “Her plan phases in low- and average-
income families currently in a non-public school 
and kindergartners. It expands over the next few 
years to eventually include all families.”

Costello added, “The governor’s proposal also 
includes more than $1,200 per student in new 
money to the resident school district of any student 
in a private school that has an education savings 
account. This money is in addition to the property 
tax revenue schools currently receive for a student 
who resides in the school district, whether students 
are attending a public school or not.”

Sieck and Costello explain their Students First Act voting 

grassed buffer strips and pollinator habitat on their land, and they 
participate in the Conservation Stewardship Program.

The Liljedahls have demonstrated a high level of care for their 
animals and take pride in ensuring consumers can have access to 
nutritious and delicious pork products. The operation has received 
the Pork Quality Assurance certification and Transport Quality 
Assurance certification, and it has implemented an active Secure 
Pork Supply Plan.

Dennis is the past president of the Iowa Pork Producers 
Association and has served on the board since 2016. He is a del-
egate for the National Pork Forum, a member of Page County Pork 
Producers Association, a 1994 Master Pork Producer, and a former 
assistant swine superintendent for the Page County Fair. He serves as 
a member of the Essex Education Foundation, Essex School Board, 

and St. John’s Lutheran Church, where he is also treasurer. Diane 
serves as chair for the St. John’s Lutheran Church Council, chair of 
the committee to restore the Essex Opera House and is active with 
the Page County Endowment.

Drew is a member of the Page and Fremont County Corn and 
Soybean Growers Associations as well as the Page County Extension 
and Outreach Council. Candice is active with the Essex Community 
Club as well as the Study and Service Club. The Wergin Good 
Farm Neighbor Award is made possible through a partnership with 
the Coalition to Support Iowa’s Farmers (CSIF), The Big Show on 
WHO Radio and the Iowa Department of Agriculture and Land 
Stewardship. This award recognizes Iowa livestock farmers who 
take pride in caring for the environment, their livestock and being 
good neighbors. 

LILJEDAHL
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1A
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Deadline for obituaries is 9 a.m. Monday. 
Call 712-623-2566 or email news@redoakexpress.com.

Law and Order

REAL ESTATE

WARRANTY DEED
• Julie Laythe to Austin Lay-

the, Villisca Original Plat Lt 149.
• Rebecca Mills to Justin and 

Emma Rhamy, Stanton First 
Addition Lt 12 SLT 1.

• Jonette Otte and Davidson 
Farms, LLC to Morris and Marsha 
Fleming, 17-73-39.

• Beth and Scott Peterson and 
Scott C. Peterson to Dustin Nep-
per, 1-73-38 Lt 10, Elliott Original 
Plat Blk 13 Lts 5-6.

TRUSTEE’S DEED
• Larry Cooper Revocable 

Trust and Larry Cooper, Trustee 
to Larry Cooper Family Trust, 
Wanda Cooper Family Trust, 
Larry Cooper, Trustee, and Wanda 
Cooper, Trustee, 16-71-39, 15-73-
39 SLT 12 Lts 1, 10.

QUIT CLAIM DEED
• Jean Webb and Jean L. Webb 

to JLW Rentals LLC, Red Oak 
Fairview Addition Lt 27, Red Oak 
Johnson Addition SD 2 Lt 24, 
Red Oak Oak Addition Blk 1 Lts 
7-8, Red Oak Hillside Addition 
Blk 2 Lts 7-10, Red Oak Eastern 
Addition Blk 1 Lts 9-10, Red Oak 
Carper Addition Lt 5, Red Oak 
Original Plat Blk 35 Lt 6, Red Oak 
Quinby Addition Blk 1 Lts 1-2.

• Daniel and Denise Miller to 
PNMI Properties LLC, Red Oak 
Original Plat Blk 38 Lts 1-2.

• Pamela Ferrell, Pamela S. 
Ferrell, and Pamela Boucher to 
Pamela Ferrell Co-Trustee, Alan 
Boucher Co-Trustee, and Pame-
la Ferrell Living Trust, 22-71-
36 SLT 1, 23-71-36, 14-71-36, 
15-71-36.

CONTRACT
• Donald and Nancy Jenkins 

to David and Corrine Jenkins, 
19-73-39.

MORTGAGE
• Justin and Emma Rhamy to 

Iowa Bankers Mortgage Corpora-

tion, Mortgage Electronic Regis-
tration Systems Inc, and MERS, 
Stanton First Addition Lt 12 SLT 
1.

• Austin Laythe to Bank Iowa, 
Villisca Original Plat Lt 149.

• Dustin Nepper to Mortgage 
Research Center LLC, Mortgage 
Electronic Registration Systems 
Inc, MERS, and Veterans United 
Home Loans, Elliott Original Plat 
Blk 13 Lts 5-6.

SMALL CLAIMS
• H & R Accounts Inc vs. Mor-

gan Roberts, Red Oak, judgment 
default in favor of the plaintiff, 
$4,315 with 0% interest from Jan. 
26, plus costs, per agreement.

• Midland Credit Management  
vs. Crystal Obriant, Corning, dis-
missed without prejudice.

• Nebraska Furniture Mart vs. 
Sheena Winchel, Red Oak, dis-
missed without prejudice.

• Iowarents.com vs. Cindy 
Marcantel, Red Oak, dismissed.

ArrESts
• Filed Jan 24, Jessica Crad-

dock, 45, Griswold, Benton Coun-
ty warrant for operation of vehicle 
without owner’s consent, $2,000 
bond.

• Filed Jan. 25, Madison Bowl-
ing, 33, Red Oak, interference 
with official acts, $300 cash bond.

• Filed Jan. 27, Johna Dolph, 
39, violation of parole, held on 
no bond.

DISMISSED
• Felony, State of Iowa vs. 

Alexis Free, 27, Glidden, proba-
tion violation, dismissed.

CRIMINAL 
• Aggravated, State of Iowa vs. 

Jill Palmer, 45, Bellevue, Neb., 
driving while barred.

• Aggravated, State of Iowa vs. 
Darold Bredberg, 50, Mount Ayr, 
attempted burglary third degree.

• Felony, State of Iowa vs. 
Ashley Perez, 35, Bellevue, Neb., 
unauthorized use of credit card 
under $1,500, deferred judgment, 
nine years, $855 fine, nine months 
informal probation, DNA require-
ment.

• Simple misdemeanor, State 
of Iowa vs. Kiley Caron, 32, Red 
Oak, driving while license denied, 
suspended, cancelled, or revoked, 
pled guilty, $250 fine.

• Simple misdemeanor, State 
of Iowa vs. Richard Jenkins, 52, 
Red Oak, driving while license 
denied, suspended, cancelled, or 
revoked, pled guilty, $250 fine.

• Simple misdemeanor, State 
of Iowa vs. Leanna Miner, 58, Red 
Oak, public intoxication.

• Simple misdemeanor, State 

of Iowa vs. Madison Bowling, 
33, Red Oak, interference with 
official acts.

• Simple misdemeanor, State 
of Iowa vs. Leanna Miner, 58, Red 
Oak, theft fifth degree.

• Serious misdemeanor, State 
of Iowa vs. Jordan Holaday, 20, 
Red Oak, possession of drug para-
phernalia, pled guilty, $105 fine.

TRAFFIC
• Kobe Johnson, Red Oak, fail-

ure to maintain control.
• Mark Griger, Red Oak, reg-

istration violation, failure to pro-
vide proof of financial liability 
insurance.

• Michael Mundorf, Oakland, 
failure to provide proof of finan-
cial liability insurance, operating 
non-registered vehicle.

• Travis Thompson, Council 
Bluffs, no valid driver’s license.

• Sebastian Meek, Red Oak, no 
valid driver’s license. 

• Ethan Hummel, Red Oak, no 
valid driver’s license.

• Natosha Cralley, Red Oak, 
speeding.

• Michael Vega, Red Oak, reg-
istration violation.

• Nevaeh Soar, Red Oak, 
unsafe backing on highway.

• Mitch Sawyer, Fremont, 
Neb., speeding. 

• Shayna Heinert, Fremont, 
Neb., speeding.

• Alaina Currin, Prescott, 
speeding.

• Charles Hurd, Winterset, 
operation of motor vehicle with 
expired license. 

• Kim Trost, Red Oak driving 
while license under suspension. 

• Kim Trost, Red Oak driving 
while license denied, suspended, 
cancelled, or revoked. 

• Nick Jandreau, Shenandoah, 
operation of motor vehicle with 
expired license. 

• Wendy Hardwick, Red Oak, 
unlawful passing of school bus - 
first offense.

ACCIDENTS
• On Jan. 28, at 11 a.m., Red 

Oak Police officers investigated 
a two-vehicle accident in the 500 
block on North 8th Street. Wil-
liam Morris, 78, Red Oak, driv-
ing a 2015 Ford F15 pick up, 
was traveling north on 8th Street. 
James Corliss, 52, Red Oak, driv-
ing a 2016 Jeep Wrangler Unlim-
ited, was backing out of a drive-
way on North 8th Street. Neither 
driver saw the other vehicle and 
the Corliss vehicle struck the Mor-
ris vehicle. Damage to the Mor-
ris vehicle was about $4,00, and 
damage to the Corliss vehicle was 
about $3,000. There were no inju-
ries, and no citations were issued. 

The following events were filed with 
the Red Oak, Montgomery County, 
State of  Iowa, or other government 
offices. In regard to law enforce-
ment and judicial activities, all par-
ties are presumed innocent until 
proven guilty, and other details 
may be available at iowacourts.
state.ia.us.

Curtis “Curt” Lundberg, 93
Curtis (Curt) Merrill Dean Lundberg, 93, 

youngest son of Charles Adrian and Ada Botilda 
Swanson Lundberg, passed away Jan. 7, 2023, in 
Denver, Colo. 

He was the youngest of six boys, along with 
one older sister and one younger, all born and 
reared on a farm south of Red Oak. After one 
year of college and due to a shortage of teach-
ers, he qualified to teach at Excelsior Country 
School, a one room schoolhouse in Page Coun-
ty, teaching kindergarten through eighth grade, 
being only four years older than his oldest student. 

He was drafted and served the required two years in the army dur-
ing the Korean War. He graduated from the University of Northern 
Colorado in Greeley, and in 1959 he joined the investment department 
of Capitol Life Insurance Company, Colorado’s oldest and largest 
insurance company at the time, where he worked for 30 years, retiring 
in 1990 as vice president of the real estate and mortgage loan depart-
ments. 

Curt’s major interest was worldwide travel, including Antarctica, 
a chartered flight over Mount Everest, a round trip on the Concorde 
and a cruise on the QE2. He was particularly fond of riverboat cruises, 
through Europe, China, Russia and Egypt. He was also a collector of 
worldwide art and artifacts; his 15th floor condo in Denver was a fasci-
nating place to visit. His mother came to the U.S. from Sweden, as did 
his grandparents on both sides of the family. One of Curt’s most trea-
sured trips was buying two first class airline tickets to Sweden for him 
and his mother so she could connect with her homeland once again. 

A bachelor, Curt was loved and appreciated by his many nieces 
and nephews and their families for encouraging family gatherings and 
keeping the family “together.” His sister, Phyllis Radil from Omaha, 
survives him, as do numerous nieces and nephews and their families. 

Curt will be laid to rest in Nyman Cemetery, alongside his parents, 
some of his brothers, and other family members. Memorial services 
are pending. 

Linda Hultquist, 75
Linda Hultquist, 75, Creston, died Mon-

day, Jan. 23, 2023, at Southern Hills Spe-
cialty Care in Osceola. 

Linda Sue Hultquist, daughter of Vin-
cent Carl Adel Hultquist and Laverne Jose-
phine (Swanson) Hultquist, was born on 
Sept. 13, 1947, in Red Oak. Linda and her 
family moved to Creston when she was 
young. Linda graduated from Creston High 
School with the class of 1965. 

Linda began working in Creston at the 
General Telephone Company as a phone operator in 1967 and 
worked in many different positions throughout her time with GTE. 
At the age of 52, Linda was able to retire. After retirement, she 
worked part time at M&M Motors and provided travel assistance 
to her friends as needed. 

Linda was a known cat lover and enjoyed golfing, playing 
bridge, and visiting with her friends. Linda was a member of the 
Salem Lutheran Church in Creston, Crestmoor Golf Club and 
many card clubs over the years.

Linda is survived by her nephew, Cody Hultquist of Spring-
field, Mo.; her brother, Dean Hultquist of Corning; and many 
cousins and friends. 

She was preceded in death by her parents and many friends. 
Celebration of Life Services were Tuesday, Jan. 31, 2023, at 

Powers Funeral Home in Creston. Pastor Evan McVann officiated 
the service. Burial was at Graceland Cemetery in Creston. 

Memorials can be kindly left to the Creston Animal Rescue 
Effort or Salem Lutheran Church. Online condolences can be 
given at powersfh.com.

Joseph Smith, Sr., 79
Joseph R. Smith, Sr., 79, Castle Rock, Colo., passed 

away unexpectedly at his home.
Joseph Russell Smith, Sr., the son of Russell and 

Ruby (Peterson) Smith was born Sept. 8, 1943, at Auro-
ra, Ill. Joseph was raised in Red Oak and graduated from 
Red Oak High School. In Red Oak he worked at Red Oak 
Wholesale and the bowling alley. 

Joseph was united in marriage with Loeva M. Single-
ton in October of 1965 at Red Oak. He was a meat 
butcher for many years, working in the states of Iowa, 
New York, New Jersey, Texas and Missouri. Joseph 
then moved to the state of Washington, where he and Loeva adopted a baby 
boy in the middle of winter picking him up after snow had fallen with his 
mother Ruby, who all together brought him home the next day. He then began 
a career in land investment starting with logging property. He then extended to 
Oregon and California. Joseph moved to Castle Rock in 2007, helping his son 
to expand his career in computer engineering. He was a pilot and owned his 
own plane. In 1976, Joseph placed his faith in Jesus Christ and continued his 
faith witnessing to others.

 Joseph was preceded in death by his parents; and two brothers, Paul and 
Chester.

Joseph is survived by his son, Joseph Smith II and his wife Santi of Castle 
Rock, Colo.; sister, Betty Palmer and husband Marion of Gilmer, Texas; and 
sisters-in-law, Grace Smith of Hurricane, Utah and Sandra Smith of Malvern; 
other relatives and friends. 

May God bless his memory and give strength to those who mourn.
Funeral Service will be held on Thursday, Feb. 2, 2023, at 2 p.m at Seller-

gren-Lindell-DeMarce Funeral Home, Red Oak. Burial will be in Evergreen 
Cemetery, Red Oak.

Visitation with the family will be held Thursday, Feb. 2, 2023, at Sellergren-
Lindell-DeMarce Funeral Home from 12:30 p.m. until service time of 2 p.m.

Remembrances and condolences may be shared with the family at sldfu-
neralhome.com.

Sellergren-Lindell-DeMarce Funeral Home is in charge of Joseph’s 
arrangements and serving his family.

From IsU extension

When houseplants get too large or more plants are desired, many 
can be vegetatively propagated. Vegetative propagation is growing 
new plants from vegetative parts, like leaves and stems. Propagating 
houseplants doesn’t have to be intimidating, and species easily 
propagate at home utilizing techniques such as stem and leaf cut-
tings. In this article, Iowa State University Extension and Outreach 
horticulturists offer tips to propagate your favorite houseplants.

How do I propagate pothos, English ivy, or heartleaf philo-
dendron?

Many houseplants, including pothos (Epipremnum aureum), 
English ivy (Hedera helix) and heartleaf philodendron (Philodendron 
hederaceum), are best propagated utilizing stem cuttings. Stem cut-
tings are produced using the tip 
or section of a stem with leaves 
and buds on it to produce a new 
plant. New roots form from buds 
on the lower portion of the stem.

To take stem cuttings, cut 
stems 3 to 6 inches long with at 
least two nodes (nodes are the 
places on the stem where buds 
or leaves form). Remove lower 
leaves and any flowers or fruit (if 
present). While not always nec-
essary, treating the cut end with 
rooting hormone can help stem 
segments root faster. Stick the 
cutting into pre-moistened media 
(perlite, coarse sand or vermicu-
lite) with at least one node and no leaves buried in the media. Firm 
the rooting media around each cutting to keep it upright.

After all the cuttings have been inserted, water the rooting media 
well and place the cuttings in bright, indirect light and high humidity. 
A plastic dome or bag is a good way to raise humidity. Periodically 
water the perlite over the next several weeks to keep the rooting 
material moist. Most houseplant stem cuttings will form roots in 
three to six weeks. When the roots are 1 inch or longer, plant the 

cuttings in a well-drained potting mix.

How can I propagate an African violet?
African violets (Saintpaulia ionantha) are propagated by leaf cut-

tings. Select a firm, healthy leaf and cut it off with a sharp knife. 
Leave 1 to 1½ inches of the leaf stem (petiole) attached to the leaf 
blade. Fill a pot with coarse sand, vermiculite, or a 50:50 mix of 
perlite and sphagnum peat moss. Moisten the rooting medium and 
insert the petiole of each leaf cutting into the rooting medium at 
a 45-degree angle. Firm the rooting medium around the petiole of 
each leaf cutting. After all the cuttings are inserted, water the rooting 
medium and allow it to drain for a few minutes.

Next, cover the cuttings with a clear plastic bag. Secure the plastic 
bag to the pot with tape or a rubber band. The enclosed environ-
ment drastically reduces the loss of water from the leaf cuttings and 
prevents them from wilting and dying before they have a chance 
to root. Set the pot in a brightly lit location. Roots usually form in 
three to four weeks. The leaves of new plants usually appear in six to 
eight weeks. Several plants usually form at the base of each petiole. 
Separate the plants by carefully pulling or cutting them apart. Pot up 
plants individually into containers using a well-drained potting mix.

How can I propagate the snake plant or mother-in-law’s 
tongue?

The snake plant or mother-in-law’s tongue (Dracaena trifasciata, 
aka Sansevieria trifasciata) can be propagated by leaf section cut-
tings. Remove a leaf and cut it into 3-to-4-inch-tall sections. For each 
section, the area closest to the base of the parent plant is the bottom 
and the farthest away is the top. Stem cutting beginning to root.

Cut the top of your cutting at an angle or a notch in the top to help 
you remember which end is up, as leaf sections will not root upside 
down. Dip the bottom end of each section in a rooting hormone and 
then insert it one to two inches deep into a moistened rooting medi-
um (perlite, coarse sand, or vermiculite). Keep the rooting medium 
moist with periodic watering. New roots form in three to five weeks 
and shoots should appear in about two months.

Can I root houseplants in a glass of water?
Many stem and leaf cuttings easily root in a glass of water. While 

many types of houseplants will readily root in water, the roots that 

form are more coarse in texture and not as well adapted to growing in 
regular potting soil. This means that once cuttings rooted in water are 
planted in potting soil, they will often show signs of stress, such as 
wilting, leaf drop, browning of the leaves or tip die-back. Providing 
good consistent care will help the small propagules recover after 
planting.

If water is used, change the water frequently (one to two times 
each week) and never allow the water level to drop and expose the 
developing roots to air. Transplant cuttings into potting soil when the 
roots reach about 1 inch in length.

Yard and Garden: Propagating houseplants
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The Time Capsule | Roy maRshall

Last week’s column made reference to a sub-
scriber who couldn’t find a retail store within 

40 miles that sold the Iowa flag.   
This led to a call from Dan Crouse, United 

Group Insurance at 204 S. Broadway in Red Oak, 
saying they have Iowa and other flags available.  

That’s our good news of the week. Not so good 
is a news release from PETA claiming persimmon 
seeds are more reliable weather forecasters than 
groundhogs.  

PETA’s target is the curious custom in 
Punxsutawney, Pa., a place where each Feb. 2 sev-
eral men dress like 19th century undertakers to trot 
out a groundhog that tells us what we already know.   

PETA probably chose persimmon seeds to show 
the public they have a sense of humor. They know 
the “Go Naked Rather Than Wear Fur” campaign 
was grim and depressing, as were their “Bare it all 
for Bears” billboards. 

Their series of “Vegetable Bikini” ads may have 
spared a few chickens, but I expect PETA knows 
that going after Punxsutawney Phil is futile. 

Phil is 140 years old and he’s going to do what 
he’s going to do. Best to just let him have his 
annual moment in the spotlight, after which he’ll 
wander off and we’ll not see him for another year.  

Long-time subscribers may remember 1986, 
when this paper messed with the groundhog. The 
Express tried to take the spotlight from Phil, make 
it a local story, and got a good spanking for doing 
so.   

Jan Castle, a southern-
er new to both Iowa and 
the position of managing 
editor, was aggressive, 
creative and willing to 
take a chance. 

She gave reporter/pho-
tographer Kim Jones a 
special assignment—snap 
an original picture of a 
local groundhog—a pic-
ture to be used in Castle’s 
Feb. 2 Groundhog Day 

edition  
Reporter Debbie Garrett expanded on the idea 

by choosing a Groundhog Day question for the 
“Viewpoints” section.  

“Viewpoints,” for those who don’t know, was a 
weekly feature in which a reporter took a camera 
to the downtown square, or a shopping center or 
school, there to ask six randomly chosen people 
the same question. Answers would appear below 
their picture.  

Garrett had no trouble finding people. Jones, 
however, struggled to locate a groundhog.  

She was told groundhogs inhabited southwest 
Iowa, yet she’d never actually seen one so driving 
back roads didn’t seem promising. 

She called an area conservation officer. He said 
groundhogs are shy and really do hibernate.  The 
chance of spotting one in late January or early 

February was all-but non-existent. 
She learned that Punsxtuawny Phil was not 

exactly what he seemed. Instead he was prob-
ably a pampered, semi-domestic rodent living in 
a climate-controlled environment with a regular 
food supply, making his early February appearance 
because he had no reason to hibernate.  

Jones called a local veterinarian. This was 
another dead end. The doctor treated some strange 
pets, but knew of no one who had a groundhog.   
Jones was getting nowhere.  

Garrett with her Viewpoints wasn’t doing much 
better. Finding people was easy enough. She wrote, 
though, that they were often reluctant about being 
photographed.

 We can understand why they were particularly 
reluctant when the question was one that made 
them appear ignorant.   

The question Garrett selected proved to be more 
difficult than she’d expected. She probably thought 
“Who is Punxsutawney Phil?” would result in 
colorful and humorous replies. What she got was 
blank stares.  

Finding people who admitted they had no idea 
yet consented to having their name and picture 
appear was nearly as unlikely as encountering a 
real groundhog in mid-winter Iowa.    

Garrett continued to look for someone who’d 
provide a quotable comment about Phil. Jones gave 
up on the picture. 

She wrote in a later article that she had to tell her 

editor she’d failed. 
The coveted photo of a groundhog at the entry 

to a Montgomery County hole in the ground wasn’t 
going to happen. 

The best she could offer was a suggestion from 
an elementary teacher who mailed the groundhog 
puppet a 2nd grader made from construction paper.  

The teacher said Jones could attach the pup-
pet to a stick, stand it in a snowbank, then take a 
picture.  

Jones gave up, but Garrett soldiered on.  
Eventually she interviewed the six “Viewpoint” 
people needed to run the feature.    

One of them, Chris Baird of Red Oak, said he 
had no idea who Punxsatawney Phil was, nor did 
he care if his picture was used. (The look on his 
face indicates he didn’t care much about being 
asked dumb questions on a busy day.)  

LeEtta Smith smiled for the camera, but admit-
ted she’d never heard of Phil. 

Angie Elliott of Red Oak was guessing when 
she speculated that Punxsarawney Phil was a 
movie star.

 Matt Perkins of Stanton hadn’t a clue, and nei-
ther did Sharmyn Nobles of Red Oak.  

Groundhog Day was not a topic in our paper for 
the next six years.  Then came the movie.  

Roy Marshall is a local historian and columnist 
for the Red Oak Express. He can be contacted at 
news@redoakexpress.com.
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Stronger the Press, Stronger the People

Phil who?

BarB KallBach | Guest columnist

Iowa’s political leaders are  
weeks into their annual leg-

islative and budget session, 
already revealing their agenda 
and priorities for the state gov-
ernment in 2023. 

Unfortunately, the Governor 
and House and Senate leadership 
in Des Moines seem hellbent on 
continuing their attacks on the 
public sector and rural economy.

Governor Kim Reynolds’s top 
priority again this year (which at 
press time has already passed 
and has been signed by the gov-
ernor) appeared to be the fast-
moving private school voucher 
proposal that will be devastating 
for Iowa public schools. 

Rural Iowa public schools are 
expected to be hit hardest by this 
bill, leading to fewer teachers 
and staff in already underfunded 
communities.

Next on the list is a cruel and 

misguided bill, House File 3, 
that would prevent Iowa SNAP 
recipients from purchasing meat, 
white bread, American cheese, 
and other common foods. 

House Majority Leader Pat 
Grassley’s (R-HD 50, Cedar 
Falls) legislation would also 
impose additional asset tests and 
work requirements to reduce 
SNAP eligibility. Grassley is 
joined by 38 Republican co-
sponsors in this attempt to pun-
ish hungry Iowa families.

SNAP - the Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program 
formerly known as food stamps 
- currently helps more than 
130,000 Iowa households afford 
their monthly groceries. They 
spend more than $500 million 
per year at current SNAP benefit 
levels in Iowa grocery stores. 
That’s a lot of grocery spending, 
revenue for grocers, and jobs in 

the grocery business to throw 
into chaos, especially in rural 
Iowa where grocery stores can 
be few and far between. That’s 
also a lot of consumer demand 
for the things we farmers grow.

This isn’t just rhetoric. The 
USDA’s Economic Research 
Service (ERS) tracks this data 
and estimates that every $1 of 
federal SNAP spending results 
in $1.54 of economic activity. 
Nationwide, every additional $1 
billion in SNAP benefits results 
in $32 million in income for 
U.S. agriculture industries and 
supports 480 full-time agricul-
ture jobs, according to most 
recent USDA calculations. ERS 
says that the economic benefits 
of SNAP are much larger in rural 
places.

You have to ask yourself why 
Grassley and other Republican 
leaders would want to propose 

this disaster for Iowa’s farm and 
food system. So far, Grassley 
has described his SNAP bill as 
a method of cutting “these enti-
tlement programs. They’re the 
ones that are growing within the 
budget and are putting pressure 
on us being able to fund other 
priorities.”

What the SNAP opponents 
aren’t saying is that 100% of 
SNAP benefits come from the 
federal government. The state of 
Iowa does share administrative 
costs with the USDA to run the 
program, but that number would 
likely increase if House File 
3 were to pass. Iowa’s SNAP 
administrators would have to 
implement miles of new red tape 
to deal with the bill’s draconian 
rules and procedures, this in a 
program with among the lowest 
fraud rates of any federal pro-
gram (less than 1%).

Plus, it is obvious that 
Grassley and these 38 other leg-
islators didn’t write the bill, let 
alone actually read it. Instead, 
they just leaned on a Florida-
based think tank to decide what’s 
best for Iowans, what we put 
on our plates, and what people 
should be allowed to buy at the 
grocery store.

If the Grassley SNAP bill is 
bad for the economy and also 
creates bureaucratic headaches 
for state agencies, there only 
leaves one possible reason why 
Republican House leaders are 
going on this tirade: they want to 
rip apart good government pro-
grams that support poor people, 
many elderly people, low wage 
workers, disabled people, and 
low-income children.

At Iowa CCI we know it isn’t 
about big government or small 
government, it’s about who the 

government works for. Grassley 
and the GOP’s attacks on SNAP 
are nothing more than grand-
standing about “government 
spending.” That’s an incred-
ibly dangerous photo op with 
so much on the line, both for 
the Iowa economy and for the 
hundreds of thousands of Iowans 
who depend on a functional fed-
eral SNAP program to put food 
on the table..

Barb Kalbach is a fourth gen-
eration family farmer, Registered 
Nurse, and board member of 
Iowa Citizens for Community 
Improvement. Barb can be 
reached at barbnealkalbach@
gmail.com. 

GOP SNAP Bill is a disaster

ViEwpoints

The Griswold speech team competed Creston High School Saturday, Jan. 21, in the District Large 
Group Speech Contest. 

Loquacious Lunatics-Group Improv, comprised of Austin Graham, Grant Rogers, Jordan Sheeder, 
and Grant Adams earned a Division II rating. 

“The Other Side” with Grant Rogers and Camden Rossell earned a Division II rating, and “Been a 
Long Day”with Kate Tisher, Bri Carlton, and Jayson Davis received a Division II rating.

The Southwest Valley Speech Team under the direction of Denise Stull, competed at Large Group 
District Speech Competition on Saturday, Jan. 21 in Creston. 

The Timberwolves had six members participate in the Choral Reading “Parts of Speech” by Mrs. 
Stull. 

Dakota Krause, Julia Means, Karissa Richey, Ethan James, Elijah Jacobs, and Erma Currin received 
a Division II rating. 

Griswold speech students compete at districts
The Stanton High School students traveled to 

Creston High School Saturday, Jan. 21 to com-
pete in the District Large Group Speech Contest. 

Stanton had two radio broadcasting teams. 
The team of Riley Burke, Lauren Johnson, Kyla 
Hart, Hannah Olson, Kiela Franzen, and Britney 
Silva received a Division II rating for their 

SUMR Radio. 
The team of Axel King, Preston Carpenter, 

Victoria Miner, Bree Mitchell, Emma Sallach, 
and Ella Peterson received a Division I rating for 
their DAWG Radio. They will advance to State 
Large Group Speech Contest on Saturday, Feb. 4 
at Waukee High School.

Stanton speech students advance

The Essex Large Group Speech team coached 
by Mrs. Marty Mason participated in the District 
Contest Jan. 21 at Thomas Jefferson High School 
in Council Bluffs. 

Nic Givens performed a mime “Early to Bed” 
receiving a Division II rating and the team of 

Matt Givens, Olivia Baker, Ashon Kline, Brianne 
Johnson and Qwintyn Vanatta performed a radio 
broadcast entitled “WBARD” and received a 
Division I rating. They will move on to State 
Large Group Speech Contest on Saturday, Feb. 
4, at Waukee High School.

Essex speech team moves on to State SWV speech students compete at districts
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Celebrating their anniversaries this week are:
 
Tyler and Mickaela Saner – Feb. 2
Lloyd and Diane Danielson – Feb. 4

Congratulations and happy anniversary to you!

To become a member of the free “Anniversary Club,” e-mail 
your anniversary (and those of your friends and family) to 
news@redoakexpress.com, mail to P.O. Box 377, Red Oak, IA 
51566, or drop by our office at 2012 Commerce Dr.

Happy 
Anniversary!Anniversary!Anniversary!

Sponsored 
by:

Sellergren•Lindell•DeMarce 
Funeral Home - 623-2796 

Belt Auto Center & Trailer Sales
623-2538

Nelson-Boylan-LeRette 
Funeral Chapel - 623-2525

Houghton State Bank
 623-4823

Thursday, Feb. 2: Tuna noodle 
casserole, peas, bread slice, hot 
pineapple tidbits, milk/coffee.

Friday, Feb. 3: Chicken stuff-
ing casserole, whipped potatoes 
and gravy, green beans, bread slice, 

cookie, milk/coffee.
Monday, Feb. 6: Potato crusted 

fish, parslied rice, stewed tomatoes, 
bread slice, pineapple tidbits, milk/
coffee.

Tuesday, Feb. 7: Turkey ham 

with white beans, glazed baby car-
rots, cornbread, lemon dessert bar, 
milk/coffee.

Wednesday, Feb. 8: Meatloaf, 
baby sweet potato, cauliflower, din-
ner roll, cookie, milk/coffee..

For more information, call the 
Senior Center at 623-3497 or Caro-
lyn at 402-926-8683. 

Please call for reservations by 
9:30 a.m. the day before you plan 
to eat lunch.

Senior Menu

Card Shower

Happy Birthday!

Celebrating birthdays are:

Alan Dean – Feb. 2
Mary Jones – Feb. 2
Tracy Schooling – Feb. 3
Joan Perkins – Feb. 3
Jeremy Liford – Feb. 3
Marcia Gillespie – Feb. 3
Steve Turman – Feb. 4
Brad Mueller – Feb. 5
Marcia Gillespie – Feb. 5
Andy Crussell – Feb. 6
Teresa Peterson – Feb. 7
Don Godfrey – Feb. 7
Lois Jamison – Feb. 8
Jean Webb – Feb. 8

To be included on the free “Happy Birthday” list, e-mail 
your birthday (and those of your friends and family) to 
news@redoakexpress.com, mail to P.O. Box 377, Red Oak, 
IA 51566, or drop by our office at 2012 Commerce Dr.

Benefit for Adrian Guerra on Feb. 4

Theatre of the 
Mind a success
The Wilson Performing 
Arts Center̓s “Theatre of 
the Mind” mediation and 
movement class series 
was a success. Classes 
were held Jan. 14, 21, and 
28. Executive director Val 
Zane said the WPAC will 
hold another series of 
classes in the future, with 
dates and times to be de-
termined. Jamie Werges, 
pictured left, leads one of 
the classes. (Photo sub-
mitted)

Advent Christian
  300 S. 2nd Ave., Villisca, Rev. Jeff 
Eason, Sunday School, 9:30 a.m., 
Worship, 10:30 a.m., Celebrate 
Recovery, Tuesday, 6:30 p.m.

Assembly Of God  
1005 Senate, Red Oak, 623-2174, 
Services, 10:30 a.m. 

Baptist
  The Bridge (First Baptist Church), 
406 N. 3rd St., Red Oak, Rev. Len 
Taylor, Worship, 11 a.m. 
  Grace Baptist, 1510 N. 6th St., Red 
Oak, Gary D. Walters, Bible class, 
10 a.m., Worship, 11 a.m., Worship, 
6 p.m.; Wednesday, Prayer, 7 p.m.
  Grace Baptist, 525 Main St., Gris-
wold, Victor Maxson, Bible study, 10 
a.m., Worship, 11 a.m. Online: 11 
a.m. livestream.

Southern Baptist
  Crossroads Community Church, 
303 E. Oak St., use the alley 
entrance, Rev. Ricky Rohrig, Sr., 
Celebration Services with Kids’ 
Church, 9:23 a.m.,Wednesdays in 
the Word, live on Facebook, 6:30 
p.m. 712-357-1060, crossroadsre-
doak.com. Online: 9:45 a.m. approx. 
live on Facebook.

Catholic
  St. Joseph’s, 131 W. High, Villisca, 
Father Sylvester Okoh, Sunday 

Mass, 8:30 a.m.
  St. Mary’s, 1510 Highland Ave., 
Red Oak, Father Lazarus Kirigia, 
Saturdays, 5 p.m. (1st, 3rd, 5th 
Saturday); Sunday, 10:30 a.m., in 
Spanish, 1 p.m.

Christian
  First Christian, 1909 Summit 
St., Red Oak, Pastor AJ Baratta, 
PreKindergarten - Sunday School, 
9:30-10:15 a.m., Fellowship, 10 
a.m., Worship, 10:30 a.m. Online: 
10:30 a.m. live on Facebook.

Christian & Missionary 
Alliance

  Citylight Southwest Iowa, 705 Brad-
ford, Emerson. Co-lead pastors Matt 
Keller, Tyler Mass. Worship with 
children’s church, 10 a.m. in-person 
gathering. Online: 10 a.m. live on 
Facebook.
  Faith Community, 2701 N. 8th 
St., Red Oak, Pastor Dan Wetzel, 
Associate Pastor Stephen Beaulier, 
Worship, 9:30 a.m. Connection 
Classes for pre-kindergarten-adults, 
11 a.m..Wednesday activities: Faith 
Kids, Pre-K grade 4, 6-7:30 p.m. 
Faith Midpoint, grades 5-6, 6-7:30 
p.m. Faith Youth, grades 7-12, 
7-8:30 p.m. Online: 9:30 a.m. on 
KCSI, 9:30 a.m. on. Facebook.

Church Of Christ 
 Church Of Christ, Elliott, Sunday 
Bible School, 9 a.m., Worship, 10 
a.m., Men’s and Women’s Bible 
study and breakfast, first Sunday of 
the month at 7:30 a.m.
  River of Life Church, Hwy. 48 
North, Red Oak, Interin Minister 
Kevin Berry, Sunday School 9 a.m., 
Worship, 10 a.m. 

Church Of the Nazarene
  Red Oak, 401 E. Prospect St., Rev. 
Lori Lathrop. Radio ministry, 8:30 
a.m., worship with children’s church 
at 10:30 a.m.

Covenant 
  Evangelical, Rev. Matt King, 308 
Eastern, Stanton, Sunday School 
9:30 a.m., Worship, 10:45 a.m. 
Online: 10:45 a.m. live on Facebook 
and later on Youtube.
  Faith Covenant Church, 212 Alice 
St., Essex, Pastor Gordon Scott, 
Pastor Staci Shearer, Worship, 8:30 
a.m. 
  First Covenant, Rev. Alan Dean, 
pastor, 3rd & Hammond, Red Oak, 
Worship, 9:30 a.m.

Jehovah’s Witness
  210 Argus Road, Shenandoah, 
Thursday, 7:30 p.m.; Sunday, 10 
a.m., public Bible discourse. 

Lutheran
  Bethesda Lutheran, Rural Clarinda. 
Worship 9:30 a.m. Worship, Sunday 
School 10:30 a.m. 
  Bethlehem Lutheran, 1101 Summit 
St., Red Oak, Rev. Jennifer Yeske-
Drown, Sunday worship, 11 a.m.
  Strand Evangelical, Rural Villisca, 
Rev. Marietta Nelson-Bittle, Worship, 
9:45 a.m.
  Fremont Lutheran (Nyman), 1147 
Ironwood Ave, Red Oak, Pastor Ann 
Albert, Worship, 9:30 a.m., Sunday 
School, 10:30 a.m.
  Mamrelund Lutheran, 410 Eastern 
Ave., Stanton. Worship, 10:30 a.m. 
Sunday School, 9:15 a.m. Online: 
10:30 a.m. FMTC Cable Channel 1, 
also live on Facebook.
  Mt. Calvary, 107 S. 5th, Villisca, Je-
rome Wagoner, Worship, 9:00 a.m. 
  Tabor Lutheran, 1711 Q Ave., 
Stanton, Worship, 8:15 a.m., Sunday 
School, 9:15 a.m.
  Peace Lutheran, (A WELS 
Congregation), 411 Church St., 
Shenandoah, Saturday Worship, 
5:30 p.m.; Bible and Sunday School, 
6:30 p.m.

Non-Denominational
 Oaks Community Church, 41310 
Ellington Rd., Emerson, Rev. Ron 
Perry, 712-824-7218, Sunday 
School, 10 a.m., Worship, 11 a.m.

Presbyterian 
 Center Ridge, 1546 N. 110th St., 
Red Oak, Caryn Pedersen, Worship  
1 p.m., two times a month. Call 623-
9023 for more information.
  First Presbyterian, 109 S. 3rd Ave., 
Villisca, Rev. Sandra Wainwright, 
Sunday School, 9:30 a.m., Worship, 
10:30 a.m.
  Red Oak Presbyterian, 511 E. 
Coolbaugh, PO Box 402, Red Oak, 
Caryn Pedersen, redoakpresbyteri-
anchurch.com, Service, 10:30 a.m. 
Online: 10:30 a.m. live on Face-
book/Red Oak Presbyterian Church

Reformed Evangelical
  Heartland Sovereign Grace Church, 
new church plant. Bible study 
Sunday, 5 p.m., www.swiacrec.com, 
contact@swiacrec.com.

United Methodist
  First United Methodist, 600 E. Ham-
mond, Red Oak, Rev. Jennifer Van 
Nostrand, Worship, Sunday, 9 a.m.; 
Youth group Wednesday 6:30-8 
p.m., grades 6-12, snack is served. 
Online: 9 a.m. fumcro.org; click 
on the media tab to see previously 
recorded services.
  Wesley Chapel UMC, Rev. Carl 
Phillips, Worship, 8:45 a.m., Sunday 
School, 9:45 a.m.
  Red Oak Circuit, Linda Westerhold; 
Hawthorne, 1248 210th St., Red 

Oak, Worship, 10 a.m.; Stratton, 
1695 150th St., Red Oak, Worship, 
11:15 a.m. Online: 11:15 a.m. live 
on Facebook.
  Elliott United Methodist, Rev. Terry 
McClain, Sunday School, 9 a.m., 
Worship, 10 a.m. Online: 10 a.m. 
live on Facebook.
  Emerson United Methodist Church, 
Rev. Denise Stevens, 801 Bradford 
Ave., Emerson, (712) 824-7368, 
Sunday School, 9:30 a.m., Worship, 
10:30 a.m.
  Grant United Methodist, Pastor 
Casey Pelzer, Worship services, 
8:30 a.m. Online: 8:30 a.m. live on 
Facebook
  United Methodist, 203 S. 3rd 
Ave., Villisca, Pastor Jennifer Van 
Nostrand, Sunday School 9:30 a.m., 
Worship, 10:45 a.m. Online: 10:45 
a.m. live on Facebook.
  Strahan United Methodist, Hast-
ings, Rev. David Kwangki Kim, 
Worship, 9:30 a.m., Sunday School, 
10:30 a.m.

United Church Of Christ 
  First Congregational, 608 Reed St., 
Red Oak, Sunday Worship, 11:30 
a.m. in the sanctuary with fellowship 
prior to the service at 10:30 a.m..
Rev. Holly Scherff, interim pastor.

Noon, SCORE webinar, 
“Social Media Marketing Strate-
gies for Your Small Business.” 
Go to omaha.score.org/content/
take-workshop-242.

12:30 p.m., Bingo, Red Oak 
Senior Center, 2700 N. 4th St. 
Call 712-623-3497 or Carolyn 
at 402-926-8683 for more infor-
mation.

4 p.m., Community Prayer 
Time, Fountain Square Park. Call 
Bonnie at 623-4759.

7 p.m., Alcoholics Anony-
mous, Bethlehem Lutheran 
Church, 1101 Summit St.

Red Oak Public Library, Pop-
corn Friday, all day. 

10:15 a.m., Story time at the 
Red Oak Public Library, 400 N. 
2nd St., theme: “Hug Day.”

5:30 p.m., Alcoholics Anony-
mous, Bethlehem Lutheran 
Church, 1101 Summit St.

7 p.m., “Silent Night in Alg-
ona,” theatre #1; “A Man Called 
Otto,” theatre #2; Red Oak Grand 
Theatre.

4-7 p.m. Taco fundraiser for 
Adrian Guerra, First Christian 
Church, 600 E. Hammond St. 
Free will donation, further details 
on this page.

6:30-8 p.m., Red Oak Rotary 
Club 13th annual Daddy/Daugh-
ter dance, White Fair Building, 
1809 N. 4th St. $20 per couple. 
See story on this page for further 
information.

7 p.m., “Silent Night in Alg-
ona,” theatre #1; “A Man Called 
Otto,” theatre #2; Red Oak Grand 
Theatre.

2 p.m. and 7 p.m., “Silent 
Night in Algona,” theatre #1; “A 
Man Called Otto,” theatre #2; 
Red Oak Grand Theatre.

5:30 p.m., Alcoholics Anony-
mous, Bethlehem Lutheran 
Church, 1101 Summit St.

12:30 p.m. Bingo, Red Oak 
Senior Center, 2700 N. 4th St. 
Call 712-623-3497 or Carolyn 

402-926-8683 for more infor-
mation.

11:30 a.m.-5:15 p.m., Blood-
mobile,  Bethlehem Lutheran 
Church, 1101 Summit St.

5:30 p.m., Red Oak City 
Council meeting, Red Oak Fire 
Station.

7 p.m., Alcoholics Anony-
mous, Bethlehem Lutheran 
Church, 1101 Summit St.

8:30 a.m., Montgomery Coun-
ty Supervisors, North Meeting 
Room in courthouse basement, 
open to public.

Noon, Rotary Club meeting. 
For location, go to rotarydis-
trict5650.org/clubinfo/red-oak.

Noon, SCORE webinar, 
“How To Find Funding Oppor-
tunities For Black-Owned Busi-
nesses.” Go to omaha.score.org/
content/take-workshop-242.

1 p.m., Card games (pitch 
and/or cribbage) Red Oak 
Senior Center, 2700 N. 4th St. 
Call 712-623-3497 or Carolyn 
402-926-8683 for more infor-
mation. 

1:30-4 p.m., Better Choice, 
Better Health workshop, First 
Christian Church, 1909 E. Sum-
mit St. Six-week workshop 
series. Further details in story 
on this page.

2-4 p.m., Adult Coloring 
Party at the Red Oak Public 
Library, 400 N. 2nd St.

5-5:45 p.m., Sports academy 
at the Montgomery County Fam-
ily YMCA, 101 E. Cherry St., for 
pre-kindergarten and kindergarten.

6-9 p.m., Winter Session 
I Singles Tennis League, 
Montgomery County Fam-
ily YMCA, 101 E. Cherry 
St. Register at: https://mont-
gomeryco.recliquecore.com/
programs/110014/high-school-
adult-tennis-leagues/?location
s=13&fbclid=IwAR3kvAaAa
BRHmw7_0ffBP2VG7Uykjy
9TnHbuOah5cAL3-0lW6HC-
6QZvmAUk

1:30-5 p.m., Christ’s Cup-
board Food Pantry and Clothing 
Cupboard, 206 E. Coolbaugh St. 
Donations accepted 1-5 p.m. at 
back door.

2 February

3 February

4 February

5 February

6 February

7 February

Community Calendar

8 Febuary

The City of Red Oak has 
openings for two volunteer posi-
tions on the Red Oak Library 
Board.  If you are interested in 
serving, please stop by Red Oak 
City Hall, 601 N. 6th Street and 
pick up an application or down-
load one from the city’s web-
site of city.redoakiowa.com. Per 
Iowa’s House File 243 the City 
attempts to make all boards and 
commissions gender balanced.  
All interested individuals are 
asked to have their completed 

application returned to Red Oak 
City Hall, 601 N. 6th Street or 
email to redoakcity@redoakia.
city by 4:30 p.m. on February 
2, 2023. 

The two positions to be filled 
have terms ending July 2026 and 
July 2028. Individuals must be a 
resident of the City of Red Oak 
for these openings. 

The meetings are held on the 
second Monday of each month at 
6 p.m. at the library.

Two open spots on library board

A taco fundraiser for Adrian 
Guerra is scheduled from 4-7 
p.m. Saturday, Feb. 4 at the First 
United Methodist Church at 600 
E. Hammond St. 

Food is being provided by the 
Guerra family. Adrian has had 
extensive medical conditions, 

leaving him unable to work for 
the past several months. 

The event is a free will dona-
tion. Cash or checks will be 
accepted. Donations may also 
be submitted through Venmo @
Linda-Guerra-10. 

The First Christian Church at 
1909 E. Summit St.  is hosting a 
six-week Better Choice, Better 
Health workshop for adults with 
ongoing health conditions. 

The first class is from 1:30 to 

4 p.m. on Feb. 7 at the church. 
For more information, call Chris-
tie at 623-7179 or Amy at 623-
6700. Space is limited.

Denise Fichter will celebrate 
her 60th birthday on Wednesday, 
Feb. 8. 

In honor of the occasion, 
the family has requested a card 
shower.

Cards may be sent to Denise 
at 203 Staples Ct., Shenandoah, 
IA 51601. 

FICHTER 60TH BIRTHDAY

Daddy/Daughter dance slated for Feb. 4
The Red Oak Rotary Club is 

hosting its 13th annual Daddy/
Daughter Dance from 6:30 to 
8 p.m. Feb. 4 at the White Fair 
Building, 1809 N. 4th St.

Cost to attend is $20 per cou-
ple, and $5 for each additional 
daughter who wishes to attend. 

The event is open to children 
pre-K through 12th grade. 

Music, snacks, crafts, and 
prizes will be available. Tickets 
are available at the Wilson Per-
forming Arts Center, 300 Com-
merce Dr. Call 623-3183 for 
more information. 

Better Choice, Better Health workshop
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DOVEL
REFRIGERATION

Heating & Cooling
1600 N. Broadway • Red Oak, IA 51566 

 712-623-9614 • www.dovelappliances.com

Southwest Iowa’s Finest Full Service Meat Department!
Freshness, Quality, Value & Full Service Food Stamp Cards Welcome

MEAT DEPT PHONE: 623-5648 •  GROC. PHONE: 623-2651

Fresh Produce!!  Carry Out Available to your Car!!
811 BROADWAY, RED OAK, IA 51566

MONTGOMERY COUNTY 
MEMORIAL HOSPITAL

Improving Community Health

www.mcmh.org712-623-7000

2301 Eastern Avenue • Red Oak, Iowa

BLAZETON – Karly Kindling sparked surprise in the people watching last night’s basketball game between the Southside Scorchers and the Eastside Embers at Flaming Torch High School.
“I ate a burrito just before the game,” said Karly. “I overdid it with the hot sauce I added. The burrito caused my stomach to be a bit upset when I started the game.”

The burrito caused stomach gas to form in the belly of the star forward for the Eastside Embers. Just as she caught the ball from a teammate, she burped.
The burp caused a burst of flame to shoot out of her mouth, burning the basketball to a crisp.

“Karly took it well. She took a big breath and got right back in the game, shooting a three-pointer with a new ball moments later,” said coach Coalsworth.
“But from now on,” said Coalsworth, “our players will be sticking with orange slices and ice water before a game!”

WHAT happened? This is the EFFECT.

Read this silly article to answer 
these questions.

How many 
di�erences 

can you �nd 
between 
these two 
dragons?

One event 
makes 

something 
else happen. 
That’s cause 
and e�ect!

WHY did it happen? This is the CAUSE.

Think about something that happened at 
your school this week. What was the 
CAUSE and EFFECT?
CAUSE:

EFFECT:

Look at the pictures below. They tell a silly story of cause and 
e�ect. But they are out of order. Number the pictures to 
show the correct order.

Scrambled Story

Before 
and After

Standards Link: Identify cause 
and effect using visual cues.

The cause of something 
happens before the 
effect. Look at a 

photograph in the 
newspaper. Try to 

imagine what 
happened before the 
picture was taken. 

Why do you think that?

News articles tell about the cause 
and the effect of things that 
happen. News articles report on 
something that happened and 
explain why. The headline tells 
what happened—or the effect. 
The article gives more details

and tells why it happened—or the 
cause. A good headline sparks your 
curiosity and makes you want to read 
the article to learn more.

© 2023 by Vicki Whiting, Editor     Je� Schinkel, Graphics     Vol. 39, No. 8

What’s your scoop?
Write a sentence or short 

paragraph that tells the who, 
what, when and where of 
some news happening in 

your school.

The noun scoop means 
being the first to publish 

information that is of high 
interest and importance.

SCOOP

Try to use the word scoop 
in a sentence today when 
talking with your friends 

and family members.

Carol got the scoop about 
the new stadium before all 
the other sports reporters.

This week’s word:

Work with a family 
members to draw lines 

to connect each CAUSE 
with its EFFECT.

I missed 
the bus.

I was late 
for school.

I left my 
popsicle in 

the sun.

It 
melted.

My cousin 
told me a 

funny 
joke.

Birds 
splashed 

and chirped 
happily.

I �lled the 
bird bath 
with fresh 

water.

I laughed 
and told it 

to my 
friends.

I studied 
each night 
before the 

big test.

I got 
an A!

I read a 
spooky 

story last 
night.

I had a 
bad 

dream.

Select an article in the newspaper. After 
reading the article carefully, write a summary 
of the effect or what happened. Then write the 
cause or why it happened.
Standards Link: Language Arts: Summarize main ideas in writing.

News Cause and E�ect

Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recognize identical 
words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns.

O
R
D
E
R
S
W
E
N
L

J
X
I
S
H
K
J
S
Z
B

C
L
W
R
A
Y
H
W
L
A

A
D
A
E
P
S
D
B
H
S

U
E
T
B
P
Q
A
U
N
K

S
T
E
M
E
J
E
R
O
E

E
A
R
E
N
F
R
P
G
T

J
I
E
F
F
E
C
T
A
B

G
L
K
N
I
H
T
X
R
A

K
S
S
E
M
A
L
F
D
L

BASKETBALL
BURP
CAUSE
DETAILS
DRAGON
EFFECT
EMBERS
FLAMES
HAPPEN
NEWS
ORDER
READ
THINK
WATER
WHY

Only two of these dragons are exactly alike. Can you �nd them?
Dragon Doubles

words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns.

ANSWER: Trying to
blow out the candles 

on the cake!

2049 Fernwood Ave. | Red Oak, Iowa 51566
712-623-9117

For job opportunities goto: jobs.bunge.com

We Buy Local White Corn

Beth A. Vial
Owner

300 East Coolbaugh St.
Red Oak, Iowa 51566 

(p) 712-357-5570

beth@vialinsurance.com



 
 

  
St. John Lutheran ELCA Church, Mineola, IA

712.526.2268        stjohnluthchurchmineola.org

Saturday, February 11th 
 4:30-7:00pm

Adults $20  
Children 5-12 yrs $10

Mineola 
GERMAN 
HERITAGE 
DINNER

St. John Lutheran Church 
Mineola, Iowa
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County procedures on inclement weather unchanged by supervisors 
Nick Johansen
The Red Oak Express

The Montgomery County Board of Supervisors has decided to 
leave its inclement weather procedures unchanged. 

At the regular meeting Jan. 24, the procedures were brought up 
by supervisors chairman Mike Olson, who said the subject had been 
a hot topic in many courthouses around the area. 

“There’s been questions about how we go about closing or han-
dling inclement weather. I think our handbook states the courthouse 
and other buildings will not close, but it’s up to each department head 
to handle their employees,” Olson said. “But if everyone leaves the 
courthouse, or public health, then those buildings would be closed.”

Olson sought comments from the other supervisors on the topic. 
Robinson discussed the procedures used during the most recent snow 
event on Jan. 17. 

“Business was conducted as usual at the beginning of the day, and 
then by midday a declaration was sent out,” said Robinson. 

County Auditor Jill Ozuna confirmed that a memo was sent out 
when ice was coming down that if any of the employees wished to go 
home, they could. Olson was in favor of that part of the procedure, 
especially in the case of employees like IT director Sonia Morrison, 
who lived out of town.

“That’s what the procedure says as stated, and that’s how we’ve 
handled it in the past,” commented Olson. 

Ozuna said issues came into play when the courthouse was closed 
for non-essential workers, but still was open to foot traffic. 

“Basically, the department heads have to be there, because if the 
employees are told they can stay home and use vacation time or 
comp time, employees that don’t have that or don’t wish to use it 
have to stay, which further keeps the department heads from leav-
ing. Personally, I think the policy needs some verbiage added that 
the courthouse can close upon the supervisors’ discretion,” advised 

Ozuna. 
Olson was under the impression that the policy already allowed 

for the supervisors to close the courthouse in the event of a major 
snowstorm or severe weather event. 

“When power’s out and when people can’t get around, that’s a dif-
ferent deal, but like the snow we got on Jan. 17, that would be more 
the department heads discretion. I would assume that if we close 
the county, it would be everything but secondary roads, the sheriff’s 
office, and maintenance supervisor Dan Wright . My question is if 
they’d still be paid if we closed all buildings,” stated Olson. 

Ozuna said staff were also wanting clarified who was essential. 
Ozuna felt it was common knowledge that the essential personnel 
were at the secondary roads department, sheriff’s office, and Dan 
Wright. 

Robinson clarified that didn’t mean the rest of the staff and their 
duties were not important. But essential services had to do with 

safety during a storm. 
“It boils down to keeping the roads cleared, keeping the roads 

safe, and having the maintenance director on site to make sure the 
courthouse is taken care of and keep the sidewalks clear,” Robinson 
commented. 

Olson felt that the county could leave the policy that way, and 
Olson would make the call for closure as supervisor’s chairman. 
He also stated that there were questions why the courthouse wasn’t 
closed on Jan. 17. Olson explained his position, and said while other 
entities did close, a number of them didn’t, such as the Red Oak 
Community School District. 

Robinson defended Olson and said if the county was hit with a 
massive storm, the necessary precautions would be taken. 

“We are as concerned with protecting our employees as anybody. 
It’s a situation where we deal with it as it comes. We have a policy 
in place, and we may have to tweak something one way or another 
at that time. None of us are in the city limits, so we understand the 
travel implications and what needs to be done,” Robinson advised. 

Olson was in agreement and said he was against making any clos-
ing decisions based on the forecast alone. 

“Closing on the forecast has become laughable. Bill Randby 
apologized to his entire viewing audience after the last storm. Then 
they thought we wouldn’t get any snow to speak of, and we got two 
inches. The last forecast was four to six inches with 30 mph winds 
which borders on being a weather event, but that didn’t happen. If the 
temperature had been a few degrees colder, we’d have had six inches 
of snow and drifts, but we didn’t,” Olson stated. 

No further discussion took place regarding the county’s inclement 
weather policy. 

In other business, the supervisors:
• Appointed Brittany Bergren and Stephanie Jensen, both employ-

ees of Houghton State Bank, to the eminent domain board. 
• Approved the treasurer’s semi-annual report for December 

2022, in the amount of $12,450,400. 

After discussion, the supervisors chose not to change 
the county’s policy on inclement weather. 

Board talks process changes of choosing salutatorian and valedictorian
Nick Johansen
The Red Oak Express

The Red Oak School Board is 
looking to add three new buses 
to the districts’ vehicle fleet. On 
the agenda of the Jan. 25 meet-
ing was discussion on the lease 
of three new 77-passenger buses. 
Superintendent Ron Lorenz said 
the lease would include one bus 
with a luggage rack to replace 
three currently being leased by 
the district.

“Our current bus lease expires 
in September of this year. With 
supply chain issues and man-
ufacturing backlogs, there are 
likely to be delays in getting 
replacements built to our specifi-
cations, so we need to take some 
action to have a plan in place for 
when the lease expires,” Lorenz 
advised.

While purchasing the buses 
was an option, Lorenz said he 
was in favor of leasing the buses 
rather than making a purchase.

“We feel this allows us to 
reserve more of our Personal 
Plant and Equipment Levy funds 
in the case of any unforeseen cir-
cumstances and keeps the funds 
a little more liquid. Leasing 
also minimizes the maintenance 
costs. The buses are under war-
ranty, so anything that comes up 
is paid for. The lease concept has 
served us pretty well,” Lorenz 
said.

The board received two 
quotes. Lorenz favored the lease 
of three Vision model diesel 
buses from Bluebird, at a total 
yearly lease cost of $76,463, as 
opposed to the higher quote of 
$84,341 annually.

“Diesel engine buses are a bit 
more expensive than gas engine 
buses, but are also more effi-
cient, last longer, and get a bit 
more fuel economy. Also, access 
to diesel pumps is much more 
convenient than the gasoline 

pumps at our supplier,” Lorenz 
commented.

Another bonus to diesel 
engine buses, according to 
Lorenz, was that there was a 
greater ease in getting the buses 
serviced.

“We have options to get the 
buses serviced in the city of Red 
Oak, or Council Bluffs if we 
need to, which is half the dis-
tance of taking a gasoline pow-
ered bus to Des Moines to get 
them serviced. The service chal-
lenges for gas powered buses is 
extreme, and it doesn’t make a 
lot of sense to spend an entire 
day hauling buses to Des Moines 
for service.”

The board approved the three-
year lease of the Bluebird Vision 
model buses, as presented, with 
a lease amount of $76,463 annu-
ally.

Lorenz then proposed the 
purchase of a Thomas Minotaur 
new minibus with a wheelchair 
lift and a 14 person capacity. The 
current bus in the fleet is one of 
the oldest buses they have, and 
they are starting to experience 
liability issues with it.

“A number of the parts are no 
longer manufactured, and so we 
have to have a plan to replace 
them. The smaller buses are also 
more convenient for in-town use, 
and most of the students served 
on the route are in-town. Also, 
the bus only requires a chauf-
feur’s license, which makes it 
much easier to find people to 
drive it,” Lorenz said.

Cost of the bus was $90,478. 
Lorenz said they were recom-
mending purchase of the bus 
rather than a lease since it was 
only one vehicle and the price 
differential was not that signifi-
cant over leasing. Also, the bus 
was gasoline powered due to 
availability.

“We don’t have multiple 
quotes on this vehicle because 
other companies don’t manu-

facture these types of buses 
anymore. Also, they’re in high 
demand, so it will probably be 
18 months before the new bus 
is built and delivered,” Lorenz 
stated.

The purchase of the Thomas 
Minotour minibus, at a cost of 
$90,478, was approved by the 
school board.

In other business, the board:
• Approved offering a junior 

varsity girls soccer program for 
the 2023 spring season.

• Approved the 2023-24 high 
school course book.

• Approved out of state trips 
for the third grade to travel to 
the Durham Museum in Omaha, 
Neb. March 9; the school band 
to travel to Honor Band Feb. 3-5, 
and the school choir to travel 
to Lincoln, Neb. Feb. 9-11, and 
March 27.

• Accepted Vivan Ogden as 
junior/senior high school volun-
teer assistant track coach for the 
2022-23 school year.

• Approved the hire of Clay 
Selberg and Dillon Wiser as 
senior high school wrestling 
assistant coaches for the 2022-
23 school year; Brittany Evans, 
Josephine Dalke, and Allison 
Petty as paraprofessionals for 

the 2022-23 school year; and 
Lisa Joint as an accounting clerk 
at the administrative office for 
the 2022-23 school year.

• Approved the resignation 
of Laura Laprell as senior high 
school fall play director and year-
book sponsor for the 2023-24 
school year; Tammi VanMeter as 
administrative assistant, effec-
tive Jan. 30; and Cheri Klimek 
as junior high school student 
council sponsor at the end of the 
2022-23 school year.

• Discussed a new system 
for the graduation ceremony and 
scholarship recognition.

On Nov. 7, the board approved 
striking policy that pertained to 
valedictorian and salutatorian 
selection. With the elimination 
of weighted grade point aver-
ages, in 2018, there was no lon-
ger a reliable way to distinguish 
the top two students in each 
class from all the others who 
earned a 4.0 grade point average. 
The board directed the admin-
istration to determine alternate 
ways to recognize outstanding 
scholars and select J.R. Inman 
Scholarship recipients.

The new proposal recognized 
the top 10% of students in each 
graduating class by conferring 

academic achievement medals. 
The medals would be awarded 
during the Academic Awards 
Night and worn during the 
graduation ceremony. Recipients 
would be asked to stand and be 
formally recognized during the 
graduation ceremony as well.

The J.R. Inman Scholarship 
would be awarded to the two 
outstanding academic students 
during the Academic Awards 
Night. It would be awarded 
based on grade point averages 
if possible. If two students could 
not be distinguished by grade 
point average alone, the follow-
ing criteria would be used to 
select J.R. Inman Scholarship 
recipients:

Cumulative GPA; the total 
number of the highest academic 
level or most rigorous courses 
completed in each core con-
tent area, such as AP History, 
AP Calculus, or Physics; the 
total number of college courses 
completed; and the most recent 
Iowa Statewide Assessment of 
Student Progress (ISASP) stan-

dard scores in English-Language 
Arts, Mathematics, and Science. 
The legacy of J.R. Inman would 
be formally noted and honored 
when the top 10% of graduates 
are recognized.

Additionally, two graduating 
seniors would speak during the 
graduation ceremony. Students 
would apply to speak during 
graduation. These speakers 
would be selected by a com-
mittee of staff members based 
on a review of their academic 
records, co-curricular/extra-cur-
ricular participation, community 
service, character, and proposed 
talking points. One of these stu-
dent speakers would be selected 
from among the top 10% of stu-
dents. Another at-large student 
speaker would be selected from 
the remaining applications. That 
speaker need not be from among 
the top 10%.

The board was in favor of the 
proposal, and formal approval 
was scheduled to take place at 
the next regular board meeting. 

After discussion, the board will vote at the next meeting 
how to select the salutatorian and valedictorian. 
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The Montgomery County Board of Supervisors 
is bracing for a potential increase to the county’s 
insurance premiums.

Tom Schuetz, senior partner of the Alera Group, 
a client-centered national insurance and financial 
services firm spoke to members of the Board of 
Supervisors at the last meeting. At the last renewal 
of the county’s Iowa Public Employers Pool, the 
renewal rate for UnitedHealthcare was 9.6%

“We kept the same plan and had a reserve 
account continuing to grow, so we implemented 
a strategy to stop the growth and use some of that 
balance to offset the rates and allowed us to lower 
what the payroll reductions would have been,” 
Schuetz commented. 

Schuetz said the county was currently operating 
at a higher loss ratio than the premium being paid. 

“The numbers fluctuated a bit, but we’re run-
ning at about a 104% loss ratio. So for every dol-
lar being paid to United Healthcare in premium, 
UHC is paying out roughly $1.04 in claims. That’s 
not exactly their ideal model,” Schuetz explained. 
“The bigger question mark is that pretty consis-
tently, the Iowa Public Employers Pool trust as a 
whole has been running anywhere between a 98% 
to 102% loss ratio. That’s for all the counties as a 
whole. Usually the way a trust is set up is that in 
any given year, some perform well and some have 
bad claims years. Over the past three years, we’ve 
seen a trend of a general increase in claims paid 
throughout the whole trust.”

While that would indicate that for every dollar 

UHC was collecting, it was paying right back out 
in claims and not covering operating expenses, 
however, that isn’t entirely correct. 

“There is income they receive that doesn’t 
count to the numbers, and they’re getting rebates 
on pharmacy usage and those kinds of things, but 
we don’t get any of that, so it doesn’t figure into 
the calculations,” said Schuetz.

With the current state of things, Schuetz said 
he received a question from County Auditor Jill 
Ozuna as to whether the county should budget at 
10% or 16%. Schuetz made the recommendation 

to budget for the higher amount. 
“I’ve seen renewals for four other counties 

not in the Iowa Public Employers Pool trust, and 
consistently, they are all in the 15% to 16% range. 
Some of that is loss ratio, but the other part of that 
is inflation. Rate projections are being made now 
through June, 2024, and in everything I’ve seen, 
the percentages of the trend are higher than what 
they were a year ago. The loss ratio will impact the 
renewal, and when you put the trends on top of it, 
that’s going to lead to higher costs of renewals,” 
Schuetz stated. 

Schuetz added plans were being made to 
explore what could be done to offset the costs of 
the increase. Also, there was increased usage of 
the county’s self-funded part of the insurance plan. 
Since the county’s liability was limited, that meant 
there was more usage by county employees across 
the board than there had been in prior years. 

“In FY 2019, we spent about $192,000 out 
of the self-funded part of the plan. In 2020, that 
dropped down to $137,000, and in 2021, it was 
just over $150,000. Currently, we took six months 
of expenses in the self-fund, and looking at the 
averages, were on a path to spend about $210,000 
out of the self-fund, and only budgeted about 
$125,000,” Schuetz advised. “I don’t think we’re 
going to hit that $210,000 because when we come 
to Jan. 1 of the new year, the new deductible 
starts and things will slow down, but I do think 
we’re going to exceed the high we had before of 
$192,000, and use more of the reserve fund than 
we had anticipated.”

The county still has around $154,000 in its 
reserve fund, and the county intended to use some 
of the reserve fund was included in the county’s 

budget for last year, but Schuetz said the county 
likely didn’t anticipate that increased usage of 
the county’s reserve fund that would occur at the 
same time of an increase in the county’s insurance 
activity.

“My message today is that we’re probably 
going to have some work to do as the renewal 
comes out, and I think it’s good for the county to 
know what to expect as it continues in the budget 
process. I think the trends are indicating there’s 
going to be an increase,” Schuetz said. 

When it comes to the county’s dental and vision 
insurance, the dental rate was 2%, and Schuetz 
anticipated the rate would stay about the same. 
The vision insurance was coming off of a two-year 
rate guarantee, so there may be an increase, but 
Schuetz didn’t anticipate a substantial increase. 
Schuetz said they would be working to get the 
official renewal numbers as quickly as possible. 

Supervisor Mike Olson questioned the amount 
needed in the county’s self fund, now that it 
had slipped to $154,000. Schuetz said the target 
amount was in the $100,000-$125,000 range, so 
the county was still in decent shape. 

“My suggestion is to get through the next 
couple of months and see what the renewal is like. 
We’ve definitely used up more this year than we 
thought we were going to, but we’re not at a point 
where I’m ready to sound an alarm. It’s just getting 
us more quickly into the range we were working 
for. The message is that we won’t have the flexibil-
ity to adjust the rates with that fund as we did last 
year, but we might be able to use some,” Schuetz 
explained. 

No further action was taken. 

County’s insurance premiums expected to increase by more than 6 percent 

Captain Obvious, Farmer Ted, 
Hurricane Annie, and Skinny 
Webb. Some of the bands 
Murren booked opened for 
nationals such as Eddie Money, 
Rick Derringer, Vixen, Molly 
Hatchet, and Quiet Riot. 

Part of the soundwork 
includes a lot of heavy lifting, 
and while he started off by him-
self, he now works with a part-
ner. 

“There was a kid named 
James Schlup. We all call him 
Jimmy James. He started work-
ing for me when he was 17 
years old. He’s been helping me 
for 17 years. First it was just 
grunt labor, and then he started 
learning the set-up, and now he 
can do it all. He mixes once in 
a while. He’s a musician too, 
and can play the bass guitar and 
regular guitar.”

One interesting tidbit about 
running sound, Murren said, was 
that in concerts that involve mul-
tiple bands, the sound is differ-
ent for each performance. 

“The third band can only play 
at a certain decibel level. The 
second band can play at a higher 
decibel level, but when the head-
liner gets up there, that’s when 
things really get rocking,” stated 
Murren. 

Murren praised one of the 
singers he worked with for help-
ing him secure the nomination to 
the Hall of Fame. 

“The singer went to see Bill 
Hillman in Shenandoah. He’s 
on the board. He went to bat 
for us, and pitched it, sold it, 
and they took it,” Murren said. 
“I didn’t get into this for acco-
lades, I did it to help my son out. 
Based on the level I’m at, I’d 
say being nominated to the Iowa 
Rock n’ Roll Hall of Fame is 
probably the top of the mountain 
for me. Financially. I’ll never 
make back what I’ve got in my 
equipment, but you can’t put a 
price on being able to do it, and 
getting praise from people that 
talk about how great everything 
sounded, and that we didn’t 
overplay the room. It’s turned 
into something I really love.”

Murren, who is 77 now, said 
Schlup’s efforts, as well as oth-

ers, are the main reason he’s 
been able to keep going. 

“Being 77, there are some 
issues, and now he can run 
everything and I can sit by and 
watch him. If I think something 
needs changed, I’ll tell him, 
and he’ll change it, and I think 
sometimes when I’m not looking 
he’ll change it back. But Jimmy 
James has definitely helped con-
tribute to the longevity of my 
career as a promoter, and having 
people appreciate you certainly 
helps keep me going as well. 
Jimmy James can do everything 
but drive the pickup, and I enjoy 
doing the booking. It’s been 
good to me,” advised Murren. 

Murren also issued praise to 
prior inductee Kirk “Skinny” 
Webb, who was recently induct-
ed into the Hall of Fame. Murren 
wanted to thank Bill Hillman, 
John Murren II, and Joe Smith 
for sponsoring him into the hall 
of fame along with Webb.

“I’ve worked with Webb, and 
he’s an incredible guitar player. 
He’s kind of a hired gun now, 

and plays with different bands 
every night and all over different 
areas,” commented Murren.

Murren will be joined at the 
Hall of Fame ceremony by his 
son, John Murren II, and his 
wife, Julie Murren, as well as his 
grandson, Jack Murren. 

The Iowa Rock n’ Roll Hall 
of Fame Class of 2023 induction 
will take place during Labor Day 
weekend this year. On Aug. 31, 
a Rock The Roof concert will 
be held. On Sept. 1, a special 
concert will be held in the Roof 
Garden with 1964 – The Tribute, 
who are being inducted. Sept. 
2 will feature the opening cere-
mony and guitar marching band, 
autograph party, Iowa Rocks 
talent contest, and an inductee 
meet and greet. The weekend 
culminates on Sept. 3 with the 
induction ceremony and concert. 

For more details or ticket 
information, visit iowarocknroll.
com. 
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John Murren of Elliott preps the sound board for one of many shows he runs and promotes 
around southwest Iowa. (Photo submitted)

ing of millions of dollars on a few who are already 
paying their private school tuition. Although the 
bill prohibits government intrusion into the auton-
omy of the private school, I have reservations on 
once the money starts to flow what strings will 
be attached. But of highest importance was the 
overwhelming opposition by my constituents,” 
Moore said.

Iowa District 9 Senator Tom Shipley also voted 
against advancing the bill out of the Iowa Senate, 
citing the concerns of numerous constituents. 

“I heard from hundreds - literally - about this 
and the vast majority were against it. I have con-

cerns about the long-term cost and it being open to 
every student in a few years. Some families need 
help when they feel trapped in a less than satisfac-
tory situation. But some families don’t need any 
help and usually are already choosing something 
other than the public school. Out here choices are 
slim to none and the concern is that money needed 
for schools out here in rural Iowa are going to be 
going to where the majority of private schools are 
- suburban Iowa,” advised Shipley.

Stanton and Fremont-Mills Superintendent, 
David Gute, said he doesn’t see an immediate 
impact for his districts, but does believe in tough 

financial years is will affect public schools more. 
 “This is disapointing that they state legislatures 

will spend over $900,000,000 in the first four years 
of implementation of this new bill.  Yet, the last 13 
years new SSA has been less than 1.95%. During 
that time I often heard that is all that we can afford. 
Public schools need more SSA to pay our staffs a 
livable wage,” commented Gute. 

One legislator who represented Montgomery 
County before last year’s redistricting was a yes 
vote to the bill: Iowa District 8 Senator Mark 
Costello, who said he was happy to approve the 
legislation.

“School choice has been a priority for this cau-
cus for many years. We have consistently shown 
dedication to Iowa parents, Iowa students, and a 
quality education to prepare them for a successful 
future. The Students First Act not only allows all 
families to choose their education path, but also 
allows public schools flexibility when allocating 
money including raising teacher salaries with 
unused funds,” stated Costello. “Additionally, this 
week was also School Choice Week in our state. 
Watching the bill be signed by Governor Reynolds 
during this time was a special moment.” 

Tom Schuetz, senior partner of the Alera 
Group, a client-centered national insurance 
and financial services firm, spoke to the 
Montgomery County Board of Supervisors 
recently. (Nick Johansen/Red Oak Express)


