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In 2022, members of the Montgomery County 
Development Corporation (MCDC) continued to  
make strides to better the county. 

MCDC Director Steve Adams recently updat-
ed members of the Red Oak City Council and 
Montgomery County Board of Supervisors on the 
last year’s progress. 

Adams said over the course of the year, there 
have been no fewer than 13 meetings discussing 
the availability of fiber internet in the commu-
nity. “This included meetings with the Adams; 
Montgomery, Page, and Taylor four county group, 
United Fiber, Famers Mutual Telephone Company; 
Mediacom, and the Iowa-Missouri Cooperative. 
We did update the engineering study, and Acorn 
Development picked up the tab. I think everyone 
was a little disappointed that FMTC did not get the 
Re-Connect 3 Grant,” Adams said. 

While there have been some setbacks, Adams 
said there were a couple other options being 
considered for fiber moving forward, and Adams 
expressed his appreciation for FMTC to extend 
a fiber opportunity inside the Woodland Hills 
Subdivision beginning in 2023. 

Adams also said MCDC has been looking at 
housing incentives, including seven meetings with 
city administrator Brad Wright, and made some 
recommendations to the Red Oak City Council in 
March of this year. 

“Mayor Shawnna Silvius has asked us for 
further refinement of the proposed incentives for 
council consideration. These will be presented 
to the council in early 2023 by Alley Poyner 
Macchietto architect Daric O’Neal and myself,” 
Adams stated. 

Adams also shared with the supervisors that 
multiple efforts were made to fill the empty 
K-Mart building, but were unsuccessful. 

“Three different entities were interested in 
the building and looked at it, but they all wanted 
warehouse and distribution space. Sidewall height 
limits this facility to this type of adaptive reuse. 
A 2023 priority will be the continued marketing 
of this building as a retail location,” commented 
Adams. 

Additionally, there were seven small business 
consults, five were new business start ups and two 
were acquisition and expansion plans. 

MCDC had been partnered with Retail 
Strategies, a group hired to do retail recruitment. 
However, Adams said the organization was mov-
ing on. 

“We met with them 10 different times on Zoom, 
and they did a site visit in April. It included a 
completion of a complete existing building inven-
tory booklet for Montgomery County. However, 
we will not be reviewing a third year option for the 
contract. That did not end up going as well as we 
anticipated,” advised Adams. 

Adams said during the last 12 months, MCDC 
has had conversations with four different housing 
developers for new housing in the county. 

“One of the developers purchased Villa Village, 
who is considering adding 10-15 manufactured 
homes within the park. A second developer in 
Nebraska has been in conversations with Larry 
and Marty Barnett on the ground just west of 4th 
Street in the Woodland Hills Subdivision for the 
construction of 25-30 new rental homes. Purchase 
discussions have been made,” Adams commented. 

Also, after a half-dozen meetings the Rural 
Housing Readiness Assessment has been com-
pleted and they were expecting to see a final report 
soon. Moving forward, Adams said a city housing 
subcommittee should be considered for develop-

MCDC looking at Red 
Oak housing incentives 
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The Red Oak Police 
Department is closing the 
books on an active 2022 as it 
gears up for continued public 
safety duties in 2023. 

While the police depart-
ment was called to numer-
ous incidents over the course 
of last year, Red Oak Police 
Chief Justin Rhamy said there 
was one type of incident in 
particular that officers were 
called to most. 

“The largest volume of our 
calls have been mental health 
related. In the last two or three 
years, it has progressively 
gotten worse and worse, not 
only because resources at the 
local level have been lim-
ited, but resources statewide 
or nationwide have become 
extremely limited, and a lot of 
the facilities that tend to those 
problems have been closed, 
or are full, and they can’t get 
people in,. It is ever increas-
ing and is up from the num-
ber of incident calls we had 
in 2021, Rhamy commented. 
“We also have yearly mental 
health trainings that we keep 
up-to-date on that highlight 
some of the potential situa-
tions we could encounter.”

Domestic incidents, 
Rhamy said, were the sec-
ond highest volume of calls, 
and accidents saw a reduc-
tion. Rhamy contributes those 
numbers to the economy and 
inflation. 

“People are starting to live 
on a limited income, which 

increases domestic situations 
because families don’t have 
the money to spend on the 
extracurriculars they would 
have normally, lead to squab-
bles, and worse. On the oppo-
site side, accident calls are 
down this year. Not by much, 
but the number of incidents 
did go down,” Rhamy stated. 

Also in 2022, Rhamy said 
one of their long-time records 
clerks, Kim Haidsiak, retired 
in November, so with avail-
able technology, they’ve been 
able to streamline the records 
department and make a new 
hire. 

“We took the funding that 
was for that position and allo-
cated it to a new officer. We 
have 10 officers now, and 
will increase that number to 
11, hopefully in the next 30 
days,” said Rhamy. 

As for equipment, Rhamy 
said the department’s vehicles 
have been updated. The ini-
tial computers were installed 
in 2015 and started to have 
problems, so Rhamy said they 
have all been replaced. Also, 
in order to combat speeding, 
Rhamy said a pole mounted 
radar sign has been installed 
on Summit Street that will 
notify drivers if they are driv-
ing above the posted speed 
limit, and the department has 
added a new vehicle to the 
fleet. 

“All of the vehicles are 
equipped with automatic 
external defibrillators,  so in 
the event of a cardiac arrest, 
if the officers arrive on the 
scene prior to EMS person-
nel, we can use the device to 

provide medical aid to any-
one in need.”

Rhamy added the depart-
ment continued the tradition 
of providing mutual aid, pri-
marily with the Montgomery 
County Sheriff’s Office, but 
in Mills County and other 
locations as well. “The calls 
have been steady this year, as 
they are every year,” advised 
Rhamy. 

While the department got 
some surprising phone calls, 
such as appliances or elec-
trical outlets that were not 
working, or people calling 
and saying their power was 
out, the most interesting call 
came shortly before the end 
of the year. 

“We had a call from one 
of the grocery stores in the 
area from one of the manag-
ers who said a person had 
shoplifted something from 
the store, and then before they 
left asked for a job applica-
tion,” Rhamy said. 

Rhamy also stated the 

Rhamy reflects on active 2022
Largest volume of calls were mental health related 
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The number of traffic fatalities in the 
state of Iowa decreased in 2022, according 
to the Iowa Department of Transportation 
(IDOT). There were 335 fatalities on Iowa 
roadways last year, compared to 356 in 
2021 and 343 in 2020.

The Iowa State Patrol states roughly 
94% of traffic accidents are caused by 
human error. The most dangerous driv-
ing behaviors that lead to fatalities on the 
road include speeding, driving impaired, 
distracted driving, drowsy driving and not 
wearing a seat belt. Speed is the number one 
cause of fatal crashes in the state of Iowa

Red Oak Police Chief Justin Rhamy said 
safety is imperative when on the road.

“Slow down. Buckle up. Be alert and 
attentive to your surroundings wherever 
you may be and obey traffic laws,” said 
Red Oak Police Chief Justin Rhamy. “We 
want everyone to be safe in their travels and 
arrive safely to their destinations.”

The Iowa Department of Transportation 
considers a fatality a “crash related” death 
that occurs within 30 days of a crash. In 
2022, the month of July had the most 
crashes with 41, followed by May with 38. 

The month with the least number of fatality 
accidents was January with 18.

Forty-nine fatality accidents involved a 
motorcycle; three a bicycle; 17 a pedestrian 
and four a UTV/ATV. Two-hundred-thirty-
two accidents took place in a rural area; 103 
in an urban area.

The state of Iowa has not experienced 
less than 300 roadway fatality crashes annu-
ally since 1925. Statistics compiled by the 
IDOT also show Iowa traffic crashes have 
claimed nearly 4,237 lives in the last 10 
years.

 “For the safety of all motorists on 
our roadways, the sheriff’s office encour-
ages drivers to wear seatbelts and obey the 
posted speed limits and most importantly do 
not text and drive and use handsfree call-
ing whenever possible,” said Montgomery 
County Sheriff Jon Spunaugle.

21 fewer traffic fatalities statewide in 2022

One of MCDC’s priorities in 2023 will be finding a business for the former K-Mart 
facility on the north end of Red Oak. (Tess Nelson/Red Oak Express) 

Rhamy

Montgomery County Development Cor-
poration director Steve Adams shared an 
annual update on the efforts MCDC has 
made to boost business and industry in 
Red Oak and Montgomery County. (Nick 
Johansen/The Red Oak Express)

Mobile Food Pantry

The mobile pantry is available
to you free of charge! 

Wednesday, January 25
ROCSD Football Field/Fairgrounds Parking Lot  

Distribution Time: 3:30pm 

2023 FREE or REDUCED COST

Visit our website at   www.mcmh.org for more details!   Find us on social media at  

Preventative Health Screening Schedule
@MCMHt @



APY*

15-month CD

4.40%
$1,000 MIN. BALANCE

Smart Savers Save with Veridian

*APY = Annual Percentage Yield. APY is accurate as of 12/29/2022 and are subject to change. Interest on CDs is compounded quarterly. APY is subject to change after account is 
opened. Interest rate locked when account is opened except for bump-up CDs, which can be converted to a higher rate once during their terms. Penalty may be imposed for early 
withdrawal, and fees could reduce earnings on account. Other rates and terms available. Withdrawal of earnings could reduce APY. Membership required to open a CD and is
subject to qualifications and a minimum $5 share deposit. Federally insured by NCUA.

Open a CD today.
veridiancu.org/deposit
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Spotlight:  Animal Health 
Parvo / vaccines 

Dr. Kate Fridolph 
DVM

Now that Christmas is over, 
it is time to start thinking 

about any vaccines those new 
Christmas puppies and kittens 
need. Not only do the young ani-
mals need vaccines - those adults 
need boosters, too, in order to 
stay protected.  

Parvo is going to be our main 
subject, but please remember 
that rabies and the other vaccines 
are also very important.

Parvo specifically is one of 
the major viruses that we are 
vaccinating against in dogs. It 
is a highly contagious virus that 
primarily affects unvaccinated 
young dogs.  

Unvaccinated puppies are the 
most susceptible and the most 
likely to be severely affected. 
Parvovirus causes a range of 
symptoms including, but not 
limited to: lethargy, loss of appe-
tite, abdominal pain and bloat-
ing, fever or even possibly a 
low body temperature (hypother-
mia), vomiting, and severe, often 
bloody, diarrhea. 

Persistent vomiting and diar-
rhea is the most typical presenta-
tion - this can cause rapid dehy-
dration and the damage to the 
intestines and immune system 
can cause septic shock.  

This is a deadly disease, espe-
cially when left untreated. Most 
deaths occur within 48 to 72 
hours of showing clinical signs.

With early and aggressive 
supportive care, parvo puppies 
can do very well. Any time a 
puppy, especially one that has 
been minimally vaccinated, 
comes to us for vomiting and 
diarrhea, we treat them as a 
parvo puppy until proven oth-

erwise.  
Since this virus is so high-

ly contagious, we may require 
these puppies to stay in the car 
until after they have been tested 
and we even want to keep own-
ers out of the building. Parvo 
is spread by anything that has 
been contaminated with feces or 
vomit from an infected animal - 
meaning that it can easily travel 
on shoes, clothing, fur, and other 
objects.  

So, don’t be offended if we 
are trying to keep you out of the 
building if your puppy is suspi-
cious. We want to minimize con-
tamination of our building/prop-
erty to protect other animals.  

Parvovirus is diagnosed pri-
marily on history, clinical signs, 
and a fecal parvo test that we 
can run at the clinic. The test 
only takes about 10 minutes, so 
we get an answer very quickly 
on how concerned we should 
be about parvo.  With a positive 
test, we move on to aggressive 
supportive care.  Unfortunately, 
since parvo is a virus, there is 
not a specific medication that 
we can give to get rid of it.  All 
we can do is support the puppy 
until the body’s immune system 
is able to fight off the virus.  
Unfortunately, sometimes even 
with aggressive treatment the 
virus can be too much for the 
puppy to fight off.

Getting started on vaccines 
and getting the proper boosters 
is one of the most important 
things that we can do to protect 
our pets. Puppies and kittens 
sometimes have their vaccines 
started before 7-8 weeks of age, 
but this is the typical age that we 
see them at the clinic for their 
first visits.  

During that first visit, we can 

come up with a plan - pup-
pies and kittens receive booster 
combination vaccines until they 
reach at least 16-20 weeks of 
age to ensure that they receive 
the proper immune response.  
Immunity provided by the moth-
er can interfere with some of the 
initial vaccines, but the length 
of that initial immunity varies a 
lot between individuals.  Due to 
this, it is important that there are 
multiple boosters.

So, what is the moral of the 
story? Prevention! Prevention! 
Prevention!  

Parvovirus and many other 
diseases have vaccines that can 
easily prevent or at least mini-
mize the severity of the virus.  
As the saying goes, an ounce of 
prevention is worth a pound of 
cure - quite literally.  It is much 
less expensive and easier on the 
pet to prevent these diseases than 
it is to treat the illness.  

If you have a pet that needs 
vaccines and you aren’t sure 
where to start - call us and we 
would be happy to help. We 
prefer seeing healthy animals so 
that we can prevent disease.

Building a better level of veterinary care service

Nick Johansen
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The Red Oak City Council heard an 
update from the Southwest Iowa Planning 
Council on its rental inspection program. 

SWIPCO Executive Director John 
McCurdy spoke before the council at its 
regular meeting on Jan. 3. McCurdy said 
the city of Red Oak was having discus-
sions about rental properties in 2014, and 
SWIPCO at around that time had completed 
a housing study in Red Oak. 

“We layered a map of rental properties 
in the community with a map of housing 
conditions in the community, and they jived 
very closely with some of the older housing 
stock that wasn’t in such good shape. A lot 
of that was in a rental situation,” McCurdy 
explained. “We discussed with city leader-
ship at the time about a comprehensive 
approach. We identified rental properties 
that we wanted to look at holding to a stan-
dard with the overall goal of approving the 
properties.”

Also, at that time, the city did not have a 
new building inspection program, merely a 
permitting process. SWIPCO worked with 
city leadership to put together a program that 
included the whole spectrum.

“There were inspections for dangerous 
and dilapidated buildings, as well as existing 

buildings, and worked to improve the hous-
ing stock. We knew then that it was difficult 
to build new housing, and we did not want 
to see the housing stock deteriorate. We did 
it by enforcing the property maintenance 
codes. Finally, on the new building side, we 
held new building construction to the same 
inspection standards as existing, and worked 
with the city to adopt a group of codes from 
the 2012 International Code Council codes, 
which included building, residential, and 
plumbing codes for new buildings, and the 
International Property Maintenance codes 
for rental properties,” commented McCurdy. 

Enforcement of the codes began in 2015. 
According to McCurdy, there are between 
850 and 900 rental properties currently in 
Red Oak. Because of the sheer number of 
properties, the inspections were done in 
thirds until completed, from north to south. 

“The goal was to put the community on 
a rolling schedule, so that in every future 
year, about a third of the properties were 
inspected. However, there were a number of 
property owners who declined to participate 
and inspect their properties,” McCurdy said. 

In 2019, McCurdy said the city updated 
the codes to the 2015 version, which is where 
the state is currently at in updated codes. The 
rental property codes were updated to the 
2013 standards. McCurdy said Red Oak is 
the longest-active participant in the program. 

As part of the presentation, McCurdy 

shared some recommendations to the city 
for changes. 

“I would suggest updating from the 2015 
International Council Codes to 2018. There’s 
not a ton of differences, but it would make 
Red Oak consistent with other communities 
that are updating it,” McCurdy commented. 

The second area, McCurdy said, was 
to escalate the process with non-compliant 
properties, as it did no good when property 
owners were ignoring them. 

“The city’s code of ordinances have all 
the processes and procedures we need, we 
don’t need the council to do anything as far 
as adopting any new rules. However, our 
role is to do the inspections and determine 
whether the property does or does not pass. 
In the vast majority of cases where one 
does not pass, when we re-inspect it, it’s in 
compliance,” advised McCurdy. “When we 
get into situations where’s there’s continued 
non-compliance or they’re just ignoring the 
process, that’s where we need to start talking 
about municipal infractions and things of 
that nature.”

McCurdy also recommended the council 
set up an appeals board, as the city code 
already called for it. 

“The purpose of the appeals board is not 
to rewrite the code. If one recommendation 
is made to correct something, and the other 
party wants to correct it a different way, the 
appeals board will settle the disagreement of 
how to meet the goal and move forward. We 
haven’t run into a lot of scenarios where it’s 
necessary, but it’s something the city should 
potentially establish,” McCurdy stated. 

McCurdy also felt it was time for the city 
to evaluate the building permit fee structure. 

“We went from a $50 building permit fee 
for building a house, to a $1,500 fee, because 
before there was no inspection. However, 
that was back in 2015. I think now is the 
time to review those fees. Obviously the fees 
are covering what we’re billing you, but the 
city attorney is going to be more aggres-
sively pursuing some of these properties, 
so we want to make sure the city’s net gain 
is at least even for the program,” McCurdy 
commented. 

Also, McCurdy said SWIPCO would 
be happy to provide zoning review ser-
vices to the city for free and provide profes-
sional feedback. Also, McCurdy stated it 
may be time to update the contract between 
SWIPCO and the City of Red Oak, as the last 
update had taken place in 2019. 

McCurdy also praised the council for 
looking at the program comprehensively to 
include new building, dangerous building, 
and rental inspections. 

Council updated on rental inspection program

Southwest Iowa Planning Council executive director John McCurdy, right, shares 
details of SWIPCO’s Rental Inspection program at the Red Oak City Council meet-
ing Jan. 3, Also pictured is Council Member Tim Fridolph. (Nick Johansen/The Red 
Oak Express)

2022 ended on a good note, 
with December’s precipita-
tion above normal.  While 
the precipitation numbers for 
November and December 
were encouraging, the state 
of Iowa saw its third year in 
a row of drought conditions. 

Wetter fall months have 
been common over the past 
few years, but despite recent 
wet months, precipitation def-
icits for the year are more than 
8 inches. Streamflow, soil 
moisture, and shallow ground-
water conditions are showing 
some improvement, but more 
rainfall is needed.

“The above-normal mois-
ture in the last months of 2022 
is good news, but the deficits 
for the year are still signifi-
cant. We need more mois-
ture throughout the winter 
and spring months to make a 
significant impact on drought 

conditions in Iowa,” said Tim 
Hall, Iowa Department of 
Natural Resources’ coordina-
tor of hydrology resources. 
“January is the driest month of 
the year, but over the last four 
days we have received nearly 
the entire month’s worth of 
moisture - which is encourag-
ing.”

For a thorough review of 
Iowa’s water resource trends, 
go to iowadnr.gov/watersum-
maryupdate.

The report is pre-
pared by technical staff 
from Iowa DNR, the Iowa 
Department of Agriculture 
and Land Stewardship, 
IIHR—Hydroscience and 
Engineering, and the U.S. 
Geological Survey, in collab-
oration with Iowa Homeland 
Security and Emergency 
Management Department.

Third year in a row 
for drought in Iowa 
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REAL ESTATE

COURT OFFICER’S 
DEED

• Douglas Bloom Estate, Kari 
Bloom, Executor, and Kati Han-
sen, Executor, to Scott Jacobs, 
Dani Jacobs, Colin Jacobs, and 
Kaden Jacobs, 2-71-36. 

WARRANTY DEED
• Randy and Denise Goddard 

to Jonathan and Elizabeth God-
dard, 33-72-37.

• Randy and Denise Goddard 
to Andrew and Brittany Whigham, 
33-72-37 Lt 1.

• Randall and Diana Bloom to 
Scott Jacobs, Dani Jacobs, Colin 
Jacobs, and Kaden Jacobs, 2-71-
36.

• Linda Askey to Michael and 
Molly Carlson, 28-71-38.

• Mickey Anderson, President, 
John Wenstrand, Secretary, and 
Stanton Area Industrial Founda-
tion Inc. to Daniel Vennerberg, 
Stanton Original Plat Lts 280-281 
Parcel A.

• Marjorie Beckett and Brit-
tany Hannum, Attorney In Fact, 
to Lynn and Trudy Wallingford, 
Villisca N. Villisca Lt 29.

QUIT CLAIM DEED
• Robin Smith, and Robin R. 

Smith to Devon Smith, Red Oak 
Railroad Addition Blk 25 Lts 
15-18.

• Brandon and Misty Adams 
to Brandon and Misty Adams, 
13-73-37 Parcel A.

• Staci and Bradley Sunderman 
and Staci L. Sunderman to Gayle 
Heard Estate, Villisca Original 
Plat Lt 76.

MORTGAGE
• Jonathan and Elizabeth God-

dard to Houghton State Bank, 
33-72-37.

• Andrew and Brittany 
Whigham to Houghton State 
Bank, 33-72-37 Lt 1.

• Vernon and Janeen Hall 
to Bank Iowa, Villisca Carlisle 
Addition Blk 1 Lt 3.

• Donald Lindquist to First 
Heritage Bank, Red Oak Eastern 
Slopes II Lts 2-3.

• Scott Jacobs, Dani Jacobs, 
Colin Jacobs, and Kaden Jacobs to 
Farm Credit Services of America 
FCLA, 2-71-36.

• Kurt and Caroline Stamp 
to United States of America and 

United States Department Of 
Agriculture, 33-72-39.

• David Hammer to First Inter-
state Bank, Red Oak Thompson’s 
Addition Lts 13, 4.

• Lynn and Trudy Wallingford 
to Bank Iowa, Villisca N. Villisca 
Lt 29.

• Angela Silva to Bank Iowa, 
Stanton Original Plat Lt 219.

MOD/AMENDMENT OF 
MORTGAGE

• Amanda Serna and Justin 
Hall to Bank Iowa, Stanton Origi-
nal Plat Lts 189-190.

SMALL CLAIMS
• General Collection Co. vs. 

Michael Lafollette, Red Oak, 
judgment default in favor of the 
plaintiff, $2,300 with 3.13% inter-
est, plus costs.

• Credit Bureau Services of IA  
Inc. vs. James Mitchell, Red Oak, 
judgment in favor of the plaintiff, 
$3,766 with 6.73% interest from 
Jan. 3, plus costs.

ArrESts
• Filed Jan. 3, Bryson Powell, 

26, Red Oak, driving under sus-
pension, $491.25 bond.

• Filed Jan. 4, Troy Williams, 
41, Red Oak, failure to appear, 
$1,000 bond.

• Filed Jan. 5, Michael Sin-
nott, 30, Red Oak, domestic abuse 
assault – impede air/blood flow, 
held on no bond.

• Filed Jan. 7, Jeffery Potter, 
43, Elliott, Pottawattamie County 
warrant for violation of probation, 
$2,000 bond.

• Filed Jan. 7, Richard Linfor, 
54, Red Oak, two Page County 
bench warrants for violation of 
probation, also interference with 

official acts, $,300 bond.
• Filed Jan. 8, Michael Sinnott, 

30, Red Oak, violation of no con-
tact order - domestic, $300 bond.

CRIMINAL 
• Aggravated, State of Iowa 

vs. Michael Sinnott, 30, Red Oak, 
domestic abuse assault impeding 
flow of air/blood.

• Felony, State of Iowa vs. 
Joshua Mullen, 43, Corning, pos-
session of controlled substance 
- methamphetamine, first offense, 
$430 fine.

• Simple misdemeanor, State 
of Iowa vs. Elysia White, 39, Red 
Oak, interference with official 
acts, $450 fine.

• Simple misdemeanor, State 
of Iowa vs. Chloe Coburn, 32, 
Red Oak, violation of no contact/
protective order - contempt.

• Simple misdemeanor, State 
of Iowa vs. Donavon Sands, 49, 
Council Bluffs, contempt - viola-
tion of no contact/protective order.

• Simple misdemeanor, State 
of Iowa vs. Jared Nyquist, 41, Red 
Oak, theft fifth degree, $105 fine, 
suspended, seven days jail, time 
served.

• Serious misdemeanor, State 
of Iowa vs. Austin Nguyen Sch-
normeier, 22, Omaha, Neb., pos-
session of a controlled substance - 
marijuana, first offense, $200 fine.

• Serious misdemeanor, State 
of Iowa vs. Lucas Bogart, 35, Red 
Oak, disorderly conduct - fight-
ing/violent behavior, pled guilty, 
$333 fine.

• Serious misdemeanor, State 
of Iowa vs. Richard Linfor, 54, 
Shenandoah, driving while license 
denied or revoked.

• Serious misdemeanor, State 
of Iowa vs. Richard Linfor, 54, 
Shenandoah, driving while license 

denied or revoked.

OWI
• State of Iowa vs. Rhonda 

Sperber, 59, Red Oak, second 
offense, 30 days jail, 23 days 
suspended, work release and two 
days Second Chances in lieu of 
jail, $1,875 fine, nine months 
informal probation.

• State of Iowa vs. Gary Hon-
eyman, 39, Gretna, Neb., first 
offense, deferred judgment, one 
year, one year informal probation, 
$1,250 fine, half waived if TRL 
filed.

• State of Iowa vs. Cole Thorn-
ton, 18, Red Oak, first offense.

TRAFFIC
• Richard Linfor, Shenandoah, 

failure to provide proof of finan-
cial liability insurance.

• Kooper Stohlmann, Omaha, 
Neb., no valid driver’s license.

• Derek Morales, Corning, 
speeding.

• Ryan Fuller, Emerson, opera-
tion without registration card or 
plate.

• Marion Parks, Syracuse, 
Neb., registration violation. 

• Paige Cote, Omaha, Neb., no 
valid driver’s license, speeding.

• Christina McDonald, Cres-
ton, no valid driver’s license.

• Michael Thomas, Red Oak, 

following too close.
• Dennis Hopkins, Creston, 

speeding. 
• Jackson Henricksen, Dallas 

Center, fishing and hunting - no 
license over $20.

• Duane Bergren, Elliott, fail-
ure to maintain or use safety belts.

• Brian Lovgren, Indianapolis, 
Ind., speeding. 

• Brian Spooner, New Market, 
speeding. 

• Jason Larabee, New Market, 
speeding.

• Bryson Powell, Red Oak, 
driving while license denied, sus-
pended, cancelled, or revoked.

• Troy Williams, Red Oak, 
noise disturbance prohibited.

ACCIDENTS
• On Jan. 5, at 4:23 p.m., Red 

Oak Police officers investigated a 
two-vehicle accident at the inter-
section of North 3rd and East 
Joy streets. Keagan Ruth, 25, 
Glenwood, driving a 2018 Jeep 
Compass, was traveling west on 
Joy Street. Jennifer French, 38, 
Red Oak, driving a 2011 Toyota 
Sienna, was traveling south on 3rd 
Street.  According to the report, 
Ruth did not see the French vehi-
cle and her vehicle struck it, caus-
ing about $3,000 damage to each 
vehicle. No injuries were reported, 
and Ruth was cited for failure to 
obey yield sign.

The following events were filed with 
the Red Oak, Montgomery County, 
State of  Iowa, or other government 
offices. In regard to law enforce-
ment and judicial activities, all par-
ties are presumed innocent until 
proven guilty, and other details 
may be available at iowacourts.
state.ia.us.

ANSWER - PUZZLE ON PAGE 7B

Carolyn Reubenking, 78
Carolyn Alice Reubenking, 78, Red Oak, passed 

away Thursday, Jan. 5, 2023, at the Bergan Mercy Hos-
pital in Omaha, Neb. 

Carolyn was born Jan. 6, 1944, in Red Oak, the 
daughter of Stevens and Lenora Alice (Asman) Diehl. 
She grew up in Hawthorne, Villisca, and Red Oak, 
graduating from Red Oak High School in 1962. 

She worked for the egg plant in Malvern and the 
Thos. D. Murphy Co. in Red Oak before moving to the 
Los Angeles, Calif. area. She lived in California for 25 
plus years before moving back to Red Oak in 2003. 
While in California, Carolyn worked for several printing companies as a 
pressman. Carolyn was a member of Faith Community Church. Her hobbies 
included card making, doing puzzles, wood carving, and poetry. She was very 
creative.

Preceding her in death were her parents; husband, John Reubenking; 
brothers, Wayne, Scott, Elwin, and Gilbert Diehl; and sister, Mildred Connell. 

Survivors include her son, Rodney Diehl and wife Heidi of Russellville, 
Tenn.; five grandchildren; nieces, Connie McCormick and husband Joe of 
Red Oak; Cheryle Wall of Henderson; Carmen Link of Red Oak; and Susan 
Brown and husband Steve of Henderson; nephew: Wendell Ossman and wife 
Deb of Henderson; and many other relatives and friends.

Funeral services will be held at 11 a.m. Wednesday, Jan. 11, 2023, at 
Nelson-Boylan-LeRette Funeral Chapel. Burial will be in the Emerson Cem-
etery. Visitation with the family will take place one hour prior to the service 
at the funeral home. Memorials are suggested to the Red Oak Volunteer Fire 
and Rescue Association.

Nelson-Boylan-LeRette Funeral Chapel is in charge of the arrangements.

Law and Order

Candi Woods, 53
Candi Sue Woods, 53, rural Essex, passed away Wednes-

day, Dec. 28, 2022, at her home. Candi was born Dec. 6, 
1969, in Liberal, Kan. the daughter of Jerry Lee and Marian 
(Heffner) Potter. 

Preceding her in death was her father, Jerry Potter. 
Survivors include her sons, Marcus Birt of rural Essex, 

and Austin Woods of Shenandoah; three grandchildren; and 
mother, Marian Potter of Essex.

Funeral services were held Saturday, Jan. 7, 2023, at 
Nelson-Boylan-LeRette Funeral Chapel. Burial was in the 
Evergreen Cemetery in Red Oak. 

Memorials are suggested to the family.
Nelson-Boylan-LeRette Funeral Chapel is in charge of 

arrangements.

Alice Bradway, 75
Alice Jean Bradway, 75, Red Oak, passed away Wednesday, Jan. 4, 2023, 

at the Montgomery County Memorial Hospital. 
Alice was born Sept. 3, 1947, in Kimball, Neb., the daughter of Stephen 

and Elaine (White) Maurer. 
Preceding her in death were her parents. 
Survivors include her daughters, PJ Bradway of Red Oak, and Linda 

Bradway of Red Oak.
A celebration of life service will be held at a later date.
Nelson-Boylan-LeRette Funeral Chapel is in charge of arrangements.

Deloma Allensworth, 89
Deloma Jean Allensworth, 89, Emerson, passed away Tuesday, Jan. 3, 

2023, at Montgomery County Memorial Hospital. 
Deloma was born Dec. 29, 1933, in Macedonia, the daughter of LeRoy and 

Lois (Fritcher) Magers. 
Preceding her in death were her parents; and husband, Richard Allen-

sworth, Sr. 
Survivors include her children, Richard Allensworth, Jr. of Red Oak, 

and Rebecca Allensworth of Emerson; four grandchildren; and seven great-
grandchildren.

A celebration of life service was held Monday, Jan. 9, 2023, at Nelson-
Boylan-LeRette Funeral Chapel.

Nelson-Boylan-LeRette Funeral Chapel is in charge of arrangements.

Heidi Parson, 50
Heidi Michele Parson, 50, Red Oak, passed away Tues-

day, Jan. 3, 2023, at the Iowa Methodist Hospital in Des 
Moines after a month-long illness. 

Heidi was born June 13, 1972, the daughter of Tom and 
Nancy (Wilson) Bentley. 

Survivors include her husband, Rodney Parson; daugh-
ter, Samantha Ross; parents, Tom Bentley and Nancy and 
Bob Lewellen all of Red Oak; step-children, Mike, Ashley, 
and David Parson; and step-grandchildren.

A celebration of life service was held Tuesday, Jan. 10, 
2023, at Nelson-Boylan LeRette Funeral Chapel. 

In lieu of flowers, memorials are suggested to the Mont-
gomery County Animal Alliance and Rescue.

Nelson-Boylan-LeRette Funeral Chapel is in charge of 
arrangements.

Verna Heuer, 97
Verna Louise Heuer, 97, Red Oak, passed away Tuesday, 

Jan. 3, 2023, at the Montgomery County Memorial Hospital. 
Verna was born April 18, 1925, in rural Montgomery 

County, the daughter of Ivan and Darleen (Gourley) Requist. 
Preceding her in death were her parents; husband, Peter 

Franklin Heuer; and son, Larry Heuer. 
Survivors include her children, Linda Boehle of Omaha, 

Neb., and Bruce Heuer of Red Oak; five grandchildren; 10 
great-grandchildren; and one great-great-grandson.

A celebration of life was held Friday, Jan. 6, 2023, 
at Nelson-Boylan-LeRette Funeral Chapel. There was a 
private family interment service at Evergreen Cemetery. 
Memorials are suggested to the Save Our Depot Committee 
or Montgomery County Memorial Court of Honor.

Nelson-Boylan-LeRette Funeral Chapel is in charge of 
arrangements.

Philip LARRY Turner, 84
Philip Larry Turner, 84, Elliott, passed away Saturday, 

Jan. 7, 2023, at the Stanton Care Center with his wife and 
family by his side. 

Larry was born July 7, 1938, to Philip Cyrus and 
Viola Turner of Elliott. Larry Turner grew up near Elliott 
working on the family farm and attending school in Sten-
nett. Larry was a standout athlete and student through 
high school and would later attend Iowa State University 
and University of Nebraska Omaha where he played and 
coached basketball and was a member of ROTC. 

After graduation from college, he enlisted in the U.S. 
Marine Corps and attended Officer Candidate School in Quantico, Va., in 1964. 
Larry was commissioned as a second lieutenant and was awarded a flight con-
tract that same year. Larry attended flight training in Pensacola, Fla., where he 
learned how to fly the Beechcraft T-34 Mentor, the Bell TH-13M and Sikorsky 
UH-34D helicopter. 

During his time in Pensacola he met Judith (Egge), and they were married on 
Aug. 10, 1963, at the Naval Air Station Saufley Chapel. Larry earned his Wings 
of Gold on April 28, 1964, and was sent to Marine Corps Air Station Santa Ana, 
Calif. Larry was assigned to fly the Sikorsky UH-34D helicopter with HMM-
362, “The Ugly Angels.” He was deployed to Vietnam in August 1965, was 
shot down eight times and awarded 29 Air Medals and a Purple Heart. Upon 
returning to the States, he was promoted to captain and retired from the military 
in July 1967. 

Larry and Judy moved their family to Elliott and spent the next 59 years 
raising their family of eight children. They were very active in the communities 
of Elliott and Griswold with school and church functions. Larry started Turner 
Copter Service and continued to fly helicopters, spraying crops, and doing 
heavy lift work all over the midwest. 

Larry loved to garden, play softball, and watch his children/grandchildren 
play high school and college sports. In August of 2020, Larry was inducted into 
the Iowa Aviation Hall of Fame.

 Philip Larry Turner is survived by his wife, Judith Turner of Elliott; two 
daughters, Jan McDonald of Niceville, Fla. and Elizabeth Lemelin (David) of 
Wasilla, Alaska; four sons, Jonathan Simpkins of Miami, Fla.; James Turner 
(Julie) of Adel; Philip Turner (Penny Davids) of Red Oak and Nicholas Turner 
(Kimberly) of State Center; two daughters-in-law, Susan Simpkins of Miami, 
Fla.; and Julie Turner of Omaha, Neb.; 14 grandchildren, Jill (Frank), Karen, 
Tim (Melissa), Danica (Hugo), Darren, Grant, Alex, Thomas, Zackary, Alyssa, 
McKenzie (Storm), Trevor, Addison and Tyler; nine great-grandchildren, Kalli, 
Kara, Braylon, Adelyn, Cooper, Natalia, Hadlee, Bentley and Maverick; sister, 
Diane McCunn of Orion, Ill.; sister-in-law, Marla Turner of Elliott, two broth-
ers, Todd (Terri) Turner of Red Oak, and Tracy Turner (Sherri) of Elliott; and 
numerous nieces, nephews and extended family. 

Larry was preceded in death by his parents, Philip and Viola Turner; two 
sons, Timothy Turner and Michael Simpkins; son-in law, Timothy McDonald; 
grandson, Peter Simpkins; brother, Douglas Turner; and brother-in-law, Myron 
McCunn. 

Funeral services will be held at 10:30 a.m. Thursday, Jan. 12, 2023, at the 
Elliott Church of Christ in Elliott. Burial will be in the Hillside Cemetery with 
military honors. 

Visitation with the family will be held from 5 to 7 p.m. Wednesday, Jan. 11, 
2023, at Nelson-Boylan-LeRette Funeral Chapel in Red Oak. In lieu of flowers, 
memorials are suggested to the Ugly Angel Memorial Foundation, the Elliott 
First Responders, or the Iowa Aviation Museum.

Nelson-Boylan-LeRette Funeral Chapel is in charge of arrangements.

Golden Hills RC&D is work-
ing with Dr. Tom Rosburg 
of Drake University and Dr. 
Cynthia Lane to host a series of 
online classes about plant iden-
tification, botany, and ecology.

All classes will be on 
Thursday evenings from 7 to 8 
p.m. over Zoom. Each class has a 
$10 registration fee and pre-reg-
istration is required. Registration 
for each event closes at mid-
night the day before, or when 
registration is full. Registered 
participants will receive Zoom 
information on the day of the 
event via email.

Class schedule:
• Jan. 26 - Introduction to 

Plant Terminology: The Secret 
to Identification with Dr. 
Cynthia Lane

• Feb. 2 - Lactuca & 
Prenanthes (Wild Lettuces) ID 
with Dr. Tom Rosburg

• Feb. 16 - Native Orchid ID 

with Dr. Tom Rosburg
• Feb. 23 - Fire Ecology with 

Dr. Tom Rosburg
• March 2 - Native Fern ID 

with Dr. Tom Rosburg
• March 9 – Persicaria 

(smartweeds) ID with Dr. Tom 
Rosburg

• March 23 - Native Seedling 
ID with Dr. Tom Rosburg

Details and registration are 
available at goldenhillsrcd.org/
plantid.

Email Lance Brisbois at 
Golden Hills with any questions: 
lance@goldenhillsrcd.org.

Golden Hills hosting virtual plant 
identification classes
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The Time Capsule | Roy maRshall

There was a time when small-town papers 
believed every person was newsworthy on at 

least three occasions. 
Birth earned a few lines, marriage a photograph, 

death rated more than a paid obituary and a result 
was stories that would not be printed today.     

When Mrs. George Boellert of Stanton died 
in the spring of 1926 she not only made the front 
page, the story was top-left even though she was 
not a person of prominence. 

Wife of a jeweler who also dealt in wallpaper, 
her maiden name was Beata Halland. Although her 
father, Rev. B.M. Halland, was well-known in his 
time he’d been dead for over 20 years. 

Mrs. Boellert was, at 55, active in church and 
social work, but no more so than others. Her life 
seems routine until we reach the following lines: 

“She had not been in the best of health since 
the accidental death of her son. The shock deeply 
affected her and constant grieving made inroads 
on her health.” 

A bit of research reveals the boy, two days past 
his 13th birthday, was no more than a step or two 
from a crowded main street when he was shot in 
the back. 

The blast, fired from a shotgun at close range, 
struck just below his right shoulder. Ribs were 
shattered, a lung perforated, shock combined with 
massive blood loss caused death within seconds. 

The gunshot was unnoticed in the din of a 
parade that was passing by, part of a wild celebra-
tion that started hours earlier.  

At 2 a.m. on the morning of Monday, Nov. 11, 

1918, word was received 
in Stanton of Germany’s 
surrender.  The “Great 
War” was over. 

Church bells rang, 
people took to the streets, 
awakened neighbors, 
called friends and rela-
tives.  

City leaders met that 
morning to organize a 
more formal celebration. 
A grand parade began at 2 
p.m., ending at the school 

where an outdoor podium was used for a round of 
speeches. 

Festivities were repeated that evening—although 
there were some differences.  

A good deal of drinking and merry-making went 
on throughout the afternoon. 

The evening parade, rather than ending at the 
school, would pass through the business district 
before departing for “Lofgren Field,” a small pas-
ture at which town teams played baseball. 

 Piles of cardboard boxes, wooden shipping 
crates and other combustibles were stacked high 
at Lofgren, as the parade was to culminate with a 
massive bonfire.  

In a celebration that went on too long bells con-
tinued to ring, whistles sounded, whiskey flowed.  
Some revelers without fireworks used guns, and at 
7:30 the evening parade began.  

A color guard led the way, followed by Stanton’s 

Concert Band playing “Over There.” A float carry-
ing a local farmer dressed as Uncle Sam was next, 
then a number of men on horseback were followed 
by the automobile of C.A Wickstrom, in which 
rode Stanton’s old soldiers who had served in the 
Civil War.  

Next were two men in military uniforms accom-
panied by a burro borrowed from the orphan home.  
Apparently a well-trained animal, the burro pulled 
a rope which drug a caricature representing “Kaiser 
Bill.” 

The fire company was close behind; men pulled 
a high-wheeled hose cart while others pushed, 
someone pumped water and a nozzleman delighted 
onlookers by dousing the hated Kaiser. 

Horsemen not part of the parade galloped up 
and down the street; shots were fired in the air. A 
good number of spectators carried torches (brooms 
soaked in kerosene), and as the parade passed 
the mob fell in behind, forming a procession to 
Lofgren Field.  

Elbridge Boellert and 12-year-old Wallace 
Danielson were among boys who dashed about 
trying to see it all. 

A news item tells us Boellert and Danielson 
sidestepped a horseman and turned, intending 
to run across a vacant lot and beat the crowd to 
Lofgren. 

Danielson heard the shot and saw Boellert 
fall. He asked an adult, David Danbom, to help.  
Danbom looked at Boehller, then went for Dr. 
Yoakum. 

The two, with the crowd leaving main street, 

put Boellert in the doctor’s car, drove to the boy’s 
home, carried the body into the parlor and placed 
a call for Dr. Walter Sellergren, County Coroner. 

Sellergren, later that evening, assembled a panel 
of three Stanton men and convened a coroner’s 
inquest. 

Three witnesses were called: David Danbom, 
who helped move the body, and two boyhood 
friends of Boellert—Wallace Danielson and 
Lawrence Blade. 

Blade told of a horseman, of fleeing to avoid 
being ran over, then returned to the sidewalk and 
saw the fallen Boehlert 

 Danielson was within three feet of Boellert 
when he heard the shot. He saw the horseman, but 
did not know who he was.   

With that the inquiry ended, and we’re left to 
wonder why.  Surely there were those in the throng 
who knew the horseman, could name names of at 
least some of those firing live ammunition, knew 
which men had shotguns, yet no other witnesses 
were called.  

Death was ruled accidental, the case officially 
closed. 

Beata Halland Boellert, whose given name is 
the Swedish word for “blessed,” began her eight 
years of grief.     

Roy Marshall is a local historian and columnist 
for the Red Oak Express. He can be contacted at 
news@redoakexpress.com.

Letters to the Editor
The Red Oak Express supports healthy community discourse and encourages readers to submit a letter to the 

editor. Letters must be signed and include a phone number for verification purposes. They can be submitted by 
mail or dropped off at 2012 Commerce Drive, Red Oak, Iowa, 51566, or emailed to news@redoakexpress.com, or 
entered through our website at redoakexpress.com. Letters should be concise and centered on a single topic. All 
letters are subject to editing for length, taste, accuracy, liability, or other reasons. The Express is under no obligation 
to print any letter. If you have questions, contact the Express office at 712-623-2566 or news@redoakexpress.com.

Stronger the Press, Stronger the People

Beata’s grief

ViEwpoints

Pink Out dance
 in Stanton

On Jan. 13, the Stanton little 
dance/cheer girls will perform 
at halftime of the boys bas-
ketball game. This is the dis-
trict’s our annual “Pink Out” 
Night. Pictured left, members 
of the Stanton dance/cheer 
girls pose for a photo. (Photo 
submitted)

Clothing drive
underway

Enarson Elementary and Corning 
Elementary have partnered with 
Clothes Bin to collect and recy-
cle old clothing, shoes and textiles. 
Place the items in the green recycling 
bin near the buildings. Every pound 
of recycled items supports PTO 
programs. Items being collected 
include: pants, jeans, skirts, dresses, 
suits, shorts, shirts, shoes, boots, 
heels, sneakers, socks, tights, bras, 
underwear, hats, belts, ties, scarves, 
wallets, totes, luggage, backpacks, 
briefcases, towels, sheets, blankets, 
and tablecloths. Bins have been 
placed in Villisca near the Wellness 
Center and on Loomis Avenue in 
Corning. (Photo submitted)

Tibben named to dean’s list
Morningside University has named the dean’s 

list for the fall semester of the 2022-23 academic 
year. Kami Tibben of Stanton has been included 
on the dean’s list. 

 The list recognizes Morningside students 
who achieve a 3.67-grade point average or better 
and complete at least 12 credits of coursework 
with no grade below a “C-.”

Baldwin receives dean’s list honors
Rockhurst University has announced the 

dean’s list for the fall 2022 semester. 
This honor recognizes students who have 

achieved a grade-point average of 3.5 or above. 
The list includes Kateri Baldwin of Clarinda. 

Kirkwood college dean’s list
Kirkwood Community College has released 

its dean’s List for the fall 2022 semester. These 
students have achieved a 3.3 grade point aver-
age or higher after completing 12 or more credit 

hours at the college. 
Those honored were Cody Hayes and Shelby 

Vanfosson of Clarinda and Rose Nippert of 
Villisca.
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Church Directory

Sponsored 
by:

Sellergren•Lindell•DeMarce 
Funeral Home - 623-2796 

Belt Auto Center & Trailer Sales
623-2538

Nelson-Boylan-LeRette 
Funeral Chapel - 623-2525

Houghton State Bank
 623-4823

Card Shower

Happy Birthday!

Celebrating birthdays are:

Jerry Solberg – Jan. 12
Amithist Clemons– Jan. 14

To be included on the free “Happy Birthday” list, e-mail 
your birthday (and those of your friends and family) to 
news@redoakexpress.com, mail to P.O. Box 377, Red Oak, 
IA 51566, or drop by our office at 2012 Commerce Dr.

Kiwanis donates 
to WPAC

The Red Oak Kiwanis 
Club made a recent do-
nation to the Wilson Per-
forming arts Center. The 
Kiwanis made a donation 
to the piano students to 
allow some of them to 
get a scholarship to help 
pay for lessons. Pictured 
accepting the donation 
are executive director Val 
Zane, left, and office man-
ager Candy Garey. (Photo 
submitted)

Advent Christian
  300 S. 2nd Ave., Villisca, Rev. Jeff 
Eason, Sunday School, 9:30 a.m., 
Worship, 10:30 a.m., Celebrate 
Recovery, Tuesday, 6:30 p.m.

Assembly Of God  
1005 Senate, Red Oak, 623-2174, 
Services, 10:30 a.m. 

Baptist
  The Bridge (First Baptist Church), 
406 N. 3rd St., Red Oak, Rev. Len 
Taylor, Worship, 11 a.m. 
  Grace Baptist, 1510 N. 6th St., Red 
Oak, Gary D. Walters, Bible class, 
10 a.m., Worship, 11 a.m., Worship, 
6 p.m.; Wednesday, Prayer, 7 p.m.
  Grace Baptist, 525 Main St., Gris-
wold, Victor Maxson, Bible study, 10 
a.m., Worship, 11 a.m. Online: 11 
a.m. livestream.

Southern Baptist
  Crossroads Community Church, 
303 E. Oak St., use the alley 
entrance, Rev. Ricky Rohrig, Sr., 
Celebration Services with Kids’ 
Church, 9:23 a.m.,Wednesdays in 
the Word, live on Facebook, 6:30 
p.m. 712-357-1060, crossroadsre-
doak.com. Online: 9:45 a.m. approx. 
live on Facebook.

Catholic
  St. Joseph’s, 131 W. High, Villisca, 
Father Sylvester Okoh, Sunday 

Mass, 8:30 a.m.
  St. Mary’s, 1510 Highland Ave., 
Red Oak, Father Lazarus Kirigia, 
Saturdays, 5 p.m. (1st, 3rd, 5th 
Saturday); Sunday, 10:30 a.m., in 
Spanish, 1 p.m.

Christian
  First Christian, 1909 Summit 
St., Red Oak, Pastor AJ Baratta, 
PreKindergarten - Sunday School, 
9:30-10:15 a.m., Fellowship, 10 
a.m., Worship, 10:30 a.m. Online: 
10:30 a.m. live on Facebook.

Christian & Missionary 
Alliance

  Citylight Southwest Iowa, 705 Brad-
ford, Emerson. Co-lead pastors Matt 
Keller, Tyler Mass. Worship with 
children’s church, 10 a.m. in-person 
gathering. Online: 10 a.m. live on 
Facebook.
  Faith Community, 2701 N. 8th 
St., Red Oak, Pastor Dan Wetzel, 
Associate Pastor Stephen Beaulier, 
Worship, 9:30 a.m. Connection 
Classes for pre-kindergarten-adults, 
11 a.m..Wednesday activities: Faith 
Kids, Pre-K grade 4, 6-7:30 p.m. 
Faith Midpoint, grades 5-6, 6-7:30 
p.m. Faith Youth, grades 7-12, 
7-8:30 p.m. Online: 9:30 a.m. on 
KCSI, 9:30 a.m. on. Facebook.

Church Of Christ 
 Church Of Christ, Elliott, Sunday 
Bible School, 9 a.m., Worship, 10 
a.m., Men’s and Women’s Bible 
study and breakfast, first Sunday of 
the month at 7:30 a.m.
  River of Life Church, Hwy. 48 
North, Red Oak, Interin Minister 
Kevin Berry, Sunday School 9 a.m., 
Worship, 10 a.m. 

Church Of the Nazarene
  Red Oak, 401 E. Prospect St., Rev. 
Lori Lathrop. Radio ministry, 8:30 
a.m., worship with children’s church 
at 10:30 a.m.

Covenant 
  Evangelical, Rev. Matt King, 308 
Eastern, Stanton, Sunday School 
9:30 a.m., Worship, 10:45 a.m. 
Online: 10:45 a.m. live on Facebook 
and later on Youtube.
  Faith Covenant Church, 212 Alice 
St., Essex, Pastor Gordon Scott, 
Pastor Staci Shearer, Worship, 8:30 
a.m. 
  First Covenant, Rev. Alan Dean, 
pastor, 3rd & Hammond, Red Oak, 
Worship, 9:30 a.m.

Jehovah’s Witness
  210 Argus Road, Shenandoah, 
Thursday, 7:30 p.m.; Sunday, 10 
a.m., public Bible discourse. 

Lutheran
  Bethesda Lutheran, Rural Clarinda. 
Worship 9:30 a.m. Worship, Sunday 
School 10:30 a.m. 
  Bethlehem Lutheran, 1101 Summit 
St., Red Oak, Rev. Jennifer Yeske-
Drown, Sunday worship, 11 a.m.
  Strand Evangelical, Rural Villisca, 
Rev. Marietta Nelson-Bittle, Worship, 
9:45 a.m.
  Fremont Lutheran (Nyman), 1147 
Ironwood Ave, Red Oak, Pastor Ann 
Albert, Worship, 9:30 a.m., Sunday 
School, 10:30 a.m.
  Mamrelund Lutheran, 410 Eastern 
Ave., Stanton. Worship, 10:30 a.m. 
Sunday School, 9:15 a.m. Online: 
10:30 a.m. FMTC Cable Channel 1, 
also live on Facebook.
  Mt. Calvary, 107 S. 5th, Villisca, Je-
rome Wagoner, Worship, 9:00 a.m. 
  Tabor Lutheran, 1711 Q Ave., 
Stanton, Worship, 8:15 a.m., Sunday 
School, 9:15 a.m.
  Peace Lutheran, (A WELS 
Congregation), 411 Church St., 
Shenandoah, Saturday Worship, 
5:30 p.m.; Bible and Sunday School, 
6:30 p.m.

Non-Denominational
 Oaks Community Church, 41310 
Ellington Rd., Emerson, Rev. Ron 
Perry, 712-824-7218, Sunday 
School, 10 a.m., Worship, 11 a.m.

Presbyterian 
 Center Ridge, 1546 N. 110th St., 
Red Oak, Caryn Pedersen, Worship  
1 p.m., two times a month. Call 623-
9023 for more information.
  First Presbyterian, 109 S. 3rd Ave., 
Villisca, Rev. Sandra Wainwright, 
Sunday School, 9:30 a.m., Worship, 
10:30 a.m.
  Red Oak Presbyterian, 511 E. 
Coolbaugh, PO Box 402, Red Oak, 
Caryn Pedersen, redoakpresbyteri-
anchurch.com, Service, 10:30 a.m. 
Online: 10:30 a.m. live on Face-
book/Red Oak Presbyterian Church

Reformed Evangelical
  Heartland Sovereign Grace Church, 
new church plant. Bible study 
Sunday, 5 p.m., www.swiacrec.com, 
contact@swiacrec.com.

United Methodist
  First United Methodist, 600 E. Ham-
mond, Red Oak, Rev. Jennifer Van 
Nostrand, Worship, Sunday, 9 a.m.; 
Youth group Wednesday 6:30-8 
p.m., grades 6-12, snack is served. 
Online: 9 a.m. fumcro.org; click 
on the media tab to see previously 
recorded services.
  Wesley Chapel UMC, Rev. Carl 
Phillips, Worship, 8:45 a.m., Sunday 
School, 9:45 a.m.
  Red Oak Circuit, Linda Westerhold; 
Hawthorne, 1248 210th St., Red 

Oak, Worship, 10 a.m.; Stratton, 
1695 150th St., Red Oak, Worship, 
11:15 a.m. Online: 11:15 a.m. live 
on Facebook.
  Elliott United Methodist, Rev. Terry 
McClain, Sunday School, 9 a.m., 
Worship, 10 a.m. Online: 10 a.m. 
live on Facebook.
  Emerson United Methodist Church, 
Rev. Denise Stevens, 801 Bradford 
Ave., Emerson, (712) 824-7368, 
Sunday School, 9:30 a.m., Worship, 
10:30 a.m.
  Grant United Methodist, Pastor 
Casey Pelzer, Worship services, 
8:30 a.m. Online: 8:30 a.m. live on 
Facebook
  United Methodist, 203 S. 3rd 
Ave., Villisca, Pastor Jennifer Van 
Nostrand, Sunday School 9:30 a.m., 
Worship, 10:45 a.m. Online: 10:45 
a.m. live on Facebook.
  Strahan United Methodist, Hast-
ings, Rev. David Kwangki Kim, 
Worship, 9:30 a.m., Sunday School, 
10:30 a.m.

United Church Of Christ 
  First Congregational, 608 Reed St., 
Red Oak, Sunday Worship, 11:30 
a.m. in the sanctuary with fellowship 
prior to the service at 10:30 a.m..
Rev. Holly Scherff, interim pastor.

12:30 p.m., Bingo, Red Oak 
Senior Center, 2700 N. 4th St. 
Call 712-623-3497 or Carolyn 
at 402-926-8683 for more infor-
mation.

4 p.m., Community Prayer 
Time, Fountain Square Park. Call 
Bonnie at 623-4759.

7 p.m., Alcoholics Anony-
mous, Bethlehem Lutheran 
Church, 1101 Summit St.

7 p.m., Thursday night trivia at 
the Keg Creek Brewing Company, 
22381 221st St., Glenwood.

Red Oak Public Library, Pop-
corn Friday, all day. 

10:15 a.m., Story time at the 
Red Oak Public Library, 400 N. 
2nd St., theme: “Tea for Two or 
More.”

4:30 p.m., Beginners Wres-
tling Tournament hosted by the 
Southwest Valley Scramblers. 
Ages 6 and under to 10. Griswold 
High School, 20 Madison St., 
Griswold. Entry fee $20 at the 
door. Admission $3, 5 and under 
free.

5:30 p.m., Alcoholics Anony-
mous, Bethlehem Lutheran 
Church, 1101 Summit St.

7 p.m., “Puss in Boots: The 
Last Wish,” theatre #1; “I Wanna 
Dance with Somebody,” theatre 
#2; Red Oak Grand Theatre.

10 a.m., “Theater of the 
Mind” mediation and movement 
class at the Wilson Performing 
Arts Center, 300 Commerce Dr. 
Call 623-3183 to register.

7 p.m., “Puss in Boots: The 
Last Wish,” theatre #1; “I Wanna 
Dance with Somebody,” theatre 
#2; Red Oak Grand Theatre.

7:30 p.m., “Don't Stop Me 
Now!” A celebration of rock 
musicals, Wilson Performing Arts 
Center, 300 Commerce Dr. Call 
623-3183 for tickets.

2 p.m. and 7 p.m., “Puss in 
Boots: The Last Wish,” the-
atre #1; “I Wanna Dance with 
Somebody,” theatre #2; Red Oak 
Grand Theatre.

4-5 p.m., Fifth Grade Flag 

Essay Contest hosted by 7th Dis-
trict American Legion, Depart-
ment of Iowa, Wilson Performing 
Arts Center, 300 Commerce Dr. 

5:30 p.m., Alcoholics Anony-
mous, Bethlehem Lutheran 
Church, 1101 Summit St.

12:30 p.m. Bingo, Red Oak 
Senior Center, 2700 N. 4th St. 
Call 712-623-3497 or Carolyn 
402-926-8683 for more infor-
mation.

7 p.m., Alcoholics Anony-
mous, Bethlehem Lutheran 
Church, 1101 Summit St.

8:30 a.m., Montgomery Coun-
ty Supervisors, North Meeting 
Room in courthouse basement, 
open to public.

Noon, Rotary Club meeting. 
For location, go to rotarydis-
trict5650.org/clubinfo/red-oak.

Noon, SCORE webinar, 
“2023 Hottest Business Ideas, 
Trends & Markets.” Go to 
omaha.score.org/content/take-
workshop-242.

1 p.m., Card games (pitch 
and/or cribbage) Red Oak 
Senior Center, 2700 N. 4th St. 
Call 712-623-3497 or Carolyn 
402-926-8683 for more infor-
mation. 

6-9 p.m., Winter Session 
I Singles Tennis League, 
Montgomery County Fam-
ily YMCA, 101 E. Cherry 
St. Register at: https://mont-
gomeryco.recliquecore.com/
programs/110014/high-school-
adult-tennis-leagues/?location
s=13&fbclid=IwAR3kvAaAa
BRHmw7_0ffBP2VG7Uykjy
9TnHbuOah5cAL3-0lW6HC-
6QZvmAUk

1:30-5 p.m., Christ’s Cup-
board Food Pantry and Clothing 
Cupboard, 206 E. Coolbaugh St. 
Donations accepted 1-5 p.m. at 
back door.

2-4 p.m., Adult coloring party 
at the Red Oak Public Library, 
400 N. 2nd St.

5-5:45 p.m., Sports academy 
at the Montgomery County Fam-
ily YMCA, 101 E. Cherry St., for 
pre-kindergarten and kindergarten.

12 January

13 January

14 January

15 January

16 January

17 January

Community Calendar

18 January

The artwork of an Essex native will be on display at the 
Essex Lied Public Library at 3:30 p.m. Jan 12. The event, 
"Page County Iowa Themes," will feature the original art-
work of Curtis Iverson. During the event, a program will 
be hosted by Sharon Johnson. (Nick Johansen/The Red 
Oak Express)

Esssex native’s artwork featured

Donald Sowers will celebrate 
his 90th birthday on Friday, Jan. 
20. 

In honor of the occasion, 
his family has requested a card 
shower.

Cards may be sent to Donald 
at 213 Halland Ave., Room #16, 
Stanton, IA 51573. 

SOWERS 90TH BIRTHDAY

The Wilson Performing Arts 
Center is hosting two events this 
Saturday, Jan. 14. 

At 10 a.m. a “Theatre of the 
Mind” medication and move-
ment class will be held. The 50 
minute class will also be at the 
same time on Jan. 21 and 28. No 
experience is necessary and all 
are welcome to attend to clear 
their minds and strengthen their 
bodies. 

Light refreshments will be 
served, and mats will be pro-

vided. Cost to attend is $5 per 
class, or $12 for all three classes. 
Call 623-3183 or email info@
wilsonartscenter.org to register. 

At 7:30 p.m., the WPAC will 
host “Don't Stop Me Now!” a 
celebration of rock musicals. 
Doors open at 7 p.m.

Tickets for adults are $30 or 
$35 at the door; tickets for stu-
dents are $20 or $25 at the door. 

To order tickets, call 623-
3183 or online at eventbrite.com.

Two events at WPAC Saturday

A calving clinic is scheduled 
at the White Fair Building at 
1809 N. 4th St. from 4 to 8 p.m. 
Feb. 1, hosted by Montgomery 
County IA Extension. 

Clinic topics include nutri-
tion basics during gestation and 
early lactation; trobleshooting 
systocia; things to know before, 
during, and after calving; and 

controlling cow herd costs. All 
the sessions will be led by ISU 
and local specialists and ISU 
professors.

Pre-registration is required 
by Jan. 30, the clinic is limited 
to 50 attendees. Cost to attend 
is $25 per person and includes 
a meal. RSVP at 623-2592 or 
email sagraham@iastate.edu.

Calving clinic Feb. 1 in RO

January 21   |  2 to 4 pm
Villisca Community Building 

Cards sent to: 
800 E Ratliff Rd #202, Red Oak Ia 51566



everystep.org 

(712) 325-6802
(877) 325-6802

Formerly Hospice With Heart

Trust the expert EveryStep team  
of hospice RNs, aides, social  
workers, physicians, counselors  
and volunteers. We are guided by 
our non-profit mission and decades 
of service. Through medication and 
symptom management, we can 
help you live comfortably so you can 
make the most of each day. Let us 
bring safe and compassionate care 
to your home.

Living with  
Serious Illness?

Sally
EveryStep Hospice Nurse

We can help.

The Wilson Performing Arts Center (Val & Candy),  
(Most Votes Award) Mark Jackson’s Hardware Hank & Hallmark Gold Crown Store, 

Brenda Vrba, The Olsen Family, Reconciled,  
Angie Newlon-Angel’s Creations, Rodeway Inn, Cathy Hall,  

Chris Johnson, Tangles Salon, Valley Antiques & Gifts,  
Home School Teen Serve, Hy-Vee, Corn Dawgs, 

Montgomery County History Center,   
The Schmid Family, First Interstate Bank, 

 Miller Financial, Casa de Oro,  
Sellergren-Lindell-DeMarce Funeral Home, 

Vial Insurance & Bank Iowa.

The Monday Club of  Red Oak
We appreciate everyone who purchased raffle tickets for our 

 Annual Wreath Raffle and the Wilson Performing Arts Center  
for displaying the wreaths and hosting open houses.  

This fundraiser helps fund our annual scholarship, supporting local citizens 
to further their education. We would also like to thank the following 

generous community members for their donations and continued support:

FROM

News6A The Red Oak Express  WEDNESDAY, JAN. 11, 2023
redoakexpress.com

Vacanti updates council on city administrator hiring process 
Nick Johansen
The Red Oak Express

The search continues in the city of Red Oak for a new city admin-
istrator. At the regular Red Oak Council meeting on Jan. 3, interim 
city administrator Al Vacanti shared an update on how the search is 
going. 

“What I’ve learned is that many communities that hired search 
firms did do go through a formal request for proposal process, but 
did provide a letter asking for proposals,” Vacanti said. 

Vacanti added he recently sent a formal request letter out, and the 
response he got was a bit surprising. 

“The people in Iowa who are doing these for other Iowa com-
munities, many of them are also active city administrators or city 
officials who do this as a side opportunity and using their knowledge. 
The feedback I got was that they didn’t think they could do it until 
March or after due to the budget. One of the firms told me they were 
working on two searches and was also trying to do the budget,” com-
mented Vacanti. 

It was Vacanti’s suggestion that the council approve sending 
another letter at the next regular council meeting, and have another 
request letter sent out with a deadline of Feb. 15 to propose, with 
something to start between March 15 and March 31. 

“By that time, they should have their budget ready for nothing 
worse than one final hearing, and then they should be able to do that. 
When they come back with a proposal, I can give them to the council 

to review and make a decision, with the idea that you’re probably not 
going to be able to get anything going until April 1,” advised Vacanti.

Councilman Brian Bills said some of the search firms recom-

mended a search not even begin until the spring. Vacanti explained 
that it was because the firms wanted to make the city look as good 
as possible. 

“Right now, as I describe my hometown, there’s three colors, 
gray, brown, and white. There’s no trees or flowers blooming, and 
the freshness of spring and summer is not there. The firms want their 
client communities to be successful and present the community in 
the best light,” Vacanti explained. 

Also, Vacanti said they are doing an in-house city clerk search, 
and he had received some interest and an application from the sur-
rounding area, and they could be reviewed by one or two council 
members. Vacanti recommended not publicly identifying any appli-
cant until they were declared a finalist. 

“Some of them may be holding positions with another town, and 
when they’re a finalist, at a certain point we are required to disclose 
who they are. But if they are working for another entity, I wouldn’t 
want my community to know I was looking until I was officially 
declared a finalist,” advised Vacanti. 

 No other action on the administrator search was taken by the 
council. 

The council also reviewed a contract for bridge inspections from 
Snyder & Associates Engineers. The total cost for the inspections 
was $4,750, and would include the inspections of 11 structures in 
Red Oak. The contract was approved. 

Also, the council approved a transfer of funds to pay for the com-
pleted 8th Street sewer project. 

Interim city administrator Al Vacanti, right, shares an update 
on the efforts to find a candidate to serve as Red Oak’s city 
administrator. Also pictures is accounts payable/receivable 
clerk Christine Vanderholm. (Nick Johansen/The Red Oak 
Express) 

The holiday expenses may 
be looming on the credit card 
bill, or perhaps the bank balance 
is a little lighter from the extra 
gifts exchanged with family and 
friends.

 If this is the year to reduce 
debt and bump up the savings 
account, it's not a bad idea to 
revisit prior financial goals. 

 The post-pandemic contin-
ues to affect many households. 
People are reassessing retirement 
timelines, considering where 
and how they live, and assess-
ing future personal goals in the 
face of the new variants. Several 
federal financial programs have 
come to an end, while employ-
ment opportunities have varied 
from one sector to another. As 
consumers look ahead to the 
new year, having stable financial 
footing may become a necessary 
goal to meet day-to-day needs.

When thinking about current 
finances and sticking to a New 
Year's Resolution, consider these 
tips from BBB:

 • Inventory your credit cards. 
Credit cards are known to have 
high-interest rates, and this can 
waste a lot of money over time. 
Reach out to the credit card com-
pany to see if a balance transfer 
offer can be used to switch to a 
card with a lower rate or ask if 
the interest rate can be lowered. 
Research the financial institution 
where the credit card is held on 
BBB.org first. 

Read the terms and contract 
very carefully – there may be 
big penalties if a payment is 
missed. If you have multiple 
cards, decide which debt-paying 
strategy is best for you. Some 
experts recommend paying off 
cards with the highest interest 
rates first. Others recommend 
paying off cards with the small-
est balances first. Additionally, 
try sending in payments through-
out the month. Put the $5 that 
would have been spent on a 
morning coffee towards debt 
instead.

• Avoid wasting money on 
unethical businesses or scams. 
When making a purchase or 
choosing a business, check with 
BBB. Making careful decisions 
now can save time, money, 

and headaches later. Research 
all companies at BBB.org, and 
check BBB Scam Tracker regu-
larly to see what scams are hap-
pening in your area.

• Take advantage of free 
tools. There are many online 
tools that can help manage and 
reduce debt. 

• Start budgeting. Creating 
a written budget and tracking 
spending is one of the best ways 
to save money and stop spend-
ing more than what is earned. 
First, figure out how much debt 
you have; you need an accurate 
picture before you can figure out 
your budget. 

Note the difference between 
fixed expenses, needs, and 
wants. If you have debt, include 
repayment goals in your budget. 
If possible, factor in retirement 
and emergency savings. Save 
money by giving up morning 
coffee - and cooking at home 
instead of getting takeout. Factor 
in any alternate income that you 
can think of, like selling unused 

items or part-time work in the 
gig economy

For more information, visit 

bbb.org/all/money, or bbb.org/
all/new-year-s-guide.

BBB tips navigating New Year financial resolutions

 Iowa Secretary of Agriculture 
Mike Naig reminds farmers and 
landowners who planted cover 
crops this past fall to apply for the 
state’s Crop Insurance Discount 
Program. Eligible Iowans can 
receive a $5 per acre discount on 
spring crop insurance premiums. 
The deadline to apply is Jan.13.

In its sixth year, the program 
has helped increase cover crop 
acreage across the state. Iowa has 
approximately three million acres 
of cover crops, a conservation 
practice that improves soil struc-
ture, enhances permeability and 
holds phosphorus and nitrogen in 
place.

“Iowa farmers and landown-
ers are continuing to accelerate 
the use of proven conservation 
and water quality practices state-

wide, including cover crops,” said 
Secretary Naig. “Approximately 
2,000 Iowa farmers have enrolled 
over one million acres of cover 
crops in the program to date and I 
would encourage interested farm-
ers to apply for this cost saving 
program ahead of the approaching 
deadline.”

Farmers may sign up for the 
Crop Insurance Discount Program 
at apply.cleanwateriowa.org.

Program Details
The Crop Insurance Discount 

Program is jointly adminis-
tered by the Iowa Department of 
Agriculture and Land Stewardship 
and United States Department 
of Agriculture (USDA) Risk 
Management Agency (RMA). 
Iowa’s program has served as a 
model and has been replicated by 

the USDA as well as Wisconsin, 
Illinois and Indiana.

To qualify for the Crop 
Insurance Discount Program, 
the cover crop acres cannot be 
enrolled in other state or fed-
eral cost share programs. Farmers 
should visit the local USDA ser-
vice center to learn about other 
cost share funding available to 
support the implementation of 
conservation practices.

Some insurance policies, 
such as Whole-Farm Revenue 
Protection or those covered 
through written agreements, may 
be excluded. Participants must fol-
low all existing farming practices 
required by their respective policy 
and work with their insurance 
agencies to maintain eligibility.

 Applications due Jan. 13 for cover crops crop insurance discount program
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Olson appointed supervisors chair, Turman appointed to conservation board 
Nick Johansen
The Red Oak Express

The Montgomery County Board of Supervisors is continuing to 
fill vacant positions in county boards and townships. 

At the regular Board of Supervisors meeting Jan. 3, the super-
visors reviewed three candidate applications for the Montgomery 
County Conservation Board. The applications were from Steve 
Turman, Robert “Tripp” Narup, and Abigail Shipp. 

Supervisor Mark Peterson asked if the supervisors needed to wait 
for a recommendation from the conservation board due to the mul-
tiple applications. 

“I know we haven’t used recommendations from the conservation 
board in the past, but that was because we haven’t had a contested 
race, so to speak,” Peterson said. 

Supervisor Donna Robinson said that there was nothing listed that 
indicated input from the board was required, though occasionally, 
discussions were held privately.

“I know that in the past at least a couple of us have had con-
versations with one board member that made a recommendation,” 
commented Robinson. “But in the case of other boards, such as the 
Montgomery County Planning and Zoning Commission, we did not 
ask for a recommendation from that board. Typically, when it comes 
to boards and commissions, it’s up to us to reach out and solicit 
participation.”

Supervisors Charla Schmid said that out of the three candidates 
who had applied, she favored Turman. 

“I do know him, and based on his background and experience, I 

think he’d be an excellent person on the conservation board. That’s 
just my recommendation,” Schmid said. 

The supervisors unanimously approved the appointment of Steve 
Turman to the conservation board. 

Robinson asked if there had been any updates on the townships 
that had a trustee but had yet to appoint a clerk. County Auditor Jill 
Ozuna said the trustees had been notified they needed to find a clerk 
for appointment, and said she had given each trustee three names for 

potential candidates. 
Robinson said the positions needed to be filled sooner rather than 

later, as without a clerk, according to Iowa Code, the townships 
could not function. 

During the secondary roads update, County engineer Karen Albert 
was asked about the timeline for the 250th Street bridge replacement, 
located west of G Avenue over the East Nishnabotna River. 

Assistant to the engineer, Barry Byers confirmed during the Dec. 
27 meeting of the supervisors that $2 million in federal funding 
had been secured through the U.S. House FY 2023 Transportation, 
Housing, and Urban Development funding bill. Albert advised the 
supervisors plans were for work to begin at the end of the year. 

“We’re anticipating to let for the bridge in the fall to try and 
get winter work, if everything goes as planned, and there are no 
glitches,” Albert advised. “Doing the project in the winter will allow 
crews to work when the river is down, and get some of the piers in.”

The supervisors also approved a $5,000 annual renewal member-
ship for the Hungry Canyons Alliance. Supervisor Mark Peterson 
sits on the Hungry Canyons Board. The amount was the same as the 
renewal last year. 

“The Hungry Canyons Alliance is associated with Golden Hills 
RC&D. They work on mitigation in regards to erosion and secondary 
roads,” commented Peterson. 

The supervisors also held its organizational meeting on Jan. 
3. After declining re-election to the position, Supervisor Donna 
Robinson moved to appoint Supervisor Mike Olson as Chairman 
and Supervisor Charla Schmid as Vice-Chairman. The motion was 
approved unanimously. 

Supervisor Donna Robinson, right, nominated Supervisor 
Mike Olson, left, as the Montgomery County Board of 
Supervisors Chair for 2023. The nomination was unanimously 
approved. (Nick Johansen/The Red Oak Express)

SWEARING IN ... Montgomery County’s auditor, recorder, and treasurer, swore in their respective deputies at the regular Montgomery County Board of Supervisors. 
County Auditor Jill Ozuna, left, swore in deputy auditor Kathy Burson. Recorder Carleen Bruning, left, swore in deputy recorder Erin DeKay, and Treasurer Jackie Porter 
swore in deputy treasurer Heather Deitering. (Nick Johansen/The Red Oak Express)



SHOWTIMES
FRI, SAT & SUN 7 PM
SUN MATINEE 2 PM

ALL TICKETS
$2.00

712-623-3169

THIS WEEK’S
MOVIES

THEATRE #1 capacity is 182

THEATRE #2 capacity is 107

JANUARY 13-15

I WANNA DANCE 
WITH SOMEBODY

Whitney Houston rises from obscurity 
to international fame in the 1980s to 

become one of the greatest singers of 
her generation. PG 13

PUSS IN BOOTS: 
THE LAST WISH
Puss in Boots discovers his passion 
for adventure has taken its toll. Puss 

sets out on an epic journey to find the 
“Last Wish” and restore his nine lives.

 PG

4 Pk. Max Alkaline Batteries
Available in AA or AAA
H366922 / T555862, H324111 / T627844

94444444444$$

$549
YOUR CHOICE

Clearview Latch 
Storage Container
32 Qt. 964619
106 Qt. 964833 32.99

94444444444$$

$1399

Red Oak Hardware Hank &  
Hallmark Gold Crown Store

RedOakHardware.comMark 

Jackson’s RedOakHardware.com

Jackson’s RedOakHardware.com

Jackson’s

315 E. Reed St., Red Oak  |  712- 623-2290
   

Mark Jackson’s Red Oak

CHOICE

315 E. Reed St., Red Oak  |  712- 623-2290
FRIDAY & SATURDAY

ONLY
JANUARY 13-14, 2023

THANK YOU EVENT
20% OffANY ONE

REGUALR PRICED ITEM
UNDER $50!

RESTRICTIONS MAY APPLY

CHOICE

Gallon -30
Weather Repel
121127

94444444444$$

$299
Gallon -30º F 
Weather Repel

99
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RHAMY
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1A

National Night Out event still 
remained strong in 2022 and 
keeps on going. According to 
Rhamy, they never imagined it 
would grow to the magnitude 
it has. 

“The camaraderie between 
the first responders and the pub-
lic is very important. We want to 
make sure they’re comfortable 
and familiar with police, the fire 
department, EMS, and sheriff’s 
deputies,” Rhamy explained. 
“It’s proved itself. There have 
been times where officers have 
encountered a kid and they tell 
them they met them at National 
Night Out. It’s making them 
more comfortable, which is the 
main objective. By far, we are 
probably the largest National 
Night Out event in a 100 mile 
radius, and we invite everyone in 
Montgomery County as well as 
surrounding agencies, and draw 
visitors from Shenandoah and 
Glenwood. ”

 Rhamy said to him, as well as 
all of the officers in the depart-
ment, Red Oak is very impor-
tant, and they want to make sure 
the city thrives and is at its best. 

“We continue to be as active 
in the community in as many 
ways as possible, be it National 
Night Out, or the Toys for 
Tots program. We served more 
than 150 kids with toys for the 
Christmas season this year. We 
also did Cram the Cruiser and 
Cram the Fire Truck night where 
the food collected is provided to 
local food pantries, and we try 
to interact with community orga-
nizations as much as possible, 
and get out and make people 
understand we are part of the 
community and want to see its 
continued success.”

As we move into 2023, 
Rhamy said they are continuing 
to look at ways to get out into 
the community and make them-
selves successful to the citizens 

and children. 
“We’ll be starting the plan-

ning process for National Night 
Out in a few months, and we’ll 
keep doing Toys for Tots. We did 
Hot Chocolate With Santa this 
year, and we’ll likely continue 
that next year, and we’ll be look-
ing at something Easter-related 
as well. We try to be involved 
in anything that we can. Beyond 
that, it’s a new year, and new 
things, and you never know 
exactly what you’ll encounter,” 
Rhamy commented. 

Lastly, Rhamy said the 
department was fortunate to be 
in the community of Red Oak, 
where everybody reaches out to 
make sure others are okay. 

“Definitely a good thing 
about living in the Midwest is 
that people are willing to help 
out and go to just about any 
length to make sure people are 
okay,” Rhamy stated. 

ment. 
Adams said priorities for 

2023 include:
• A concerted marketing 

campaign for tenants for the 
K-Mart building. 

• Continued efforts to 
develop housing opportunities 
in Red Oak.

• Pursuing additional 
fiber options. 

• The Webster and 

Bancroft building projects. 
• Housing incentives. 
Adams said MCDC was 

likely going to ask for an 
increase in the county’s invest-
ment for 2023. 

“Due to our expanded 
advertising budget for 2023, 
we are asking for an increased 

investment to MCDC in the 
amount of $40,000 from the 
current budget of $30,000, 
however, it will remain lower 
than the $50,000 investments 
in 2018 and 2019,” Adams 
said. 

MCDC
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1A

Nick Johansen
The Red Oak Express

The Montgomery County Planning and Zoning Commission has 
moved forward with a new carbon pipeline ordinance. 

The commission met Dec. 29 to discuss and approve the new 
ordinance that was drafted through the Ahlers & Cooney law firm 
out of Des Moines. The new ordinance would put restrictions in 
place on the proposed Summit Carbon pipeline project, yet to be 
approved by the Iowa Utilities Board. 

The commission held a public hearing on the new ordinance at 
the meeting. Resident Jan Norris, who would have the pipeline go 
between her two farms, expressed her appreciation at the new draft 
being created. 

“I am grateful Montgomery County engaged a firm with this 
expertise and deferred to their advice,” Norris said. “The City of 
Shenandoah passed a resolution opposing the pipeline and is pursu-
ing an ordinance also. Page County and Fremont County are looking 
into ordinances as well.”

Tim Whipple, who helped draft the new ordinance, said it was 
made to mesh with the county’s existing comprehensive plan. 

“It may bear some similarities with some of the ordinances that 
others have produced but this complies with what the county needs 
to comply with in terms of the comprehensive plan,” Whipple said. 

The commission was presented two versions, a red-line draft and 
an updated draft. Whipple said the intent of the ordinance was to 
comply with federal and state laws and allow the county to do as 
much as the county was allowed to do under federal and state law. 
The basic framework of the updated draft was still the same as the 
red line draft. 

“It still requires the same types of permits from the same types 
of groups, it still contains setbacks, and it still has an annual fee to 
help fund your emergency management agency,” advised Whipple. 
“There is an annual fee and an application fee. The application fee 
can be whatever the county needs to set to cover the time of the 
staff, and are within your discretion.  With the annual fee, the emer-
gency response teams will likely incur some additional expenses for 
training and equipment. You don’t know what those are sitting here 
today, so the ordinance uses the same per-mile basis that the Office 

of Pipeline Safety uses to regulate.”
Funds can be used for potential new vehicles, safety apparatus, or 

training, and the language, Whipple said, stated the funds would be 
directly put towards that purpose. 

Planning and Zoning Board Chairman Bryant Amos said after 
reviewing the draft, he felt the ordinance was drafted well enough to 
pass on to the Montgomery County Board of Supervisors for review. 

Commissioner Randy Pendleton shared his sentiments on the 
ordinance and felt it was definitely a good starting point, and that 
while he had no personal issue with the carbon pipeline project itself, 
it needed some regulations. 

“I farm, and I sell 70% of my corn to an ethanol plant. My truck 
is running on E-85, and it’s going to benefit me for ethanol plants to 
do well. The ordinance says the importance of farming in the county 
cannot be overstated. If ethanol plants don’t make a go of it, the farm 
economy will crumble in a heartbeat. That being said, I don’t think 
the pipelines should be able to come into our county, go anywhere 
they want, and go right next to somebody’s house. There needs to be 
some stipulations and setbacks.”

Pendleton added once the ordinance got passed by the supervi-
sors, it would quickly be challenged in court, and that would be the 
starting point. 

Commissioner Vicky Rossander asked Whipple for comment in 
regards to concerns county residents had stated about passing an 
ordinance that would immediately be challenged in court. 

Whipple said it was their view that federal law and Iowa law 
allows a place for zoning and setbacks, and the view of all three of 
the pipeline companies was that it didn’t. 

“Whether or not it’s a good idea to adopt an ordinance that anoth-
er party may challenge, it’s really a policy decision by the board. 
As your lawyers, we are trying to make this as strong as possible, 
so that if it is challenged, it can make it out of court still standing,” 
explained Whipple. “There are no guarantees it will be held up or 
struck down. Reasoned arguments and briefs will all be made to a 
federal judge, that’s the way our system works. It’s also helpful to 
point out that the county has insurance coverage that will go towards 
expenses, and the county is not going to be sued for damages. It’s a 
question about whether you have the authority to take the action as a 
county. The liability is attorneys’ fees and court costs.”

Whipple said they are already making the arguments about who 
has the authority to do what in the Shelby County and Story County 
cases, and the same arguments would likely be made in regard to the 
county’s proposed ordinance. 

Rossander agreed that any ordinance the county had could poten-
tially be challenged in court, and if those fears were followed, no 
ordinances would ever get passed. 

Amos said he felt they had progressed to the stage where it was 
time to follow legal advice. 

“We are not legal scholars. We set a guideline we would like to 
see set, and at that point, you have to turn it to legal. You may be 
sued, or you may not be sued,” commented Amos. 

Whipple also pointed out that whether or not the county adopted 
a dedicated pipeline ordinance with specific setbacks for that type of 
land use, it remained the case that the way the zoning ordinance was 
constructed, the county still had an industrial-use pipeline project 
proposing to go through agricultural areas which weren’t zoned to 
allow it. 

“Whether or not you adopt this ordinance, unless the court strikes 
down all local zoning ordinances as being pre-empted, the board of 
adjustment may find it has to decide, without any guidance from the 
supervisors, what to do about a permit application. You can’t just put 
an industrial use pipeline project in an agriculture-zoned area. That’s 
how zoning works across the whole country,” Whipple said. 

Rossander made it clear that the planning and zoning commission 
wasn’t taking a stand and saying the project shouldn’t come through 
the county, it was merely putting an ordinance in place that protected 
people if it did. 

The commission approved the revised ordinance as presented, 
pending completion of a report. 

“According to Iowa Code, you have to make a report on your 
recommendations. With an issue like this that’s high-profile, I’d like 
some time to work with zoning administrator Barry Byers to make 
sure we have a thorough report that summarizes the findings, and 
then the commission can meet one more time to approve the report 
once it’s drafted,” Whipple stated. 

The date and time for the meeting to approve the report has yet 
to be determined. 
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ERNST VISITS RED OAK ... U.S. Sen. Joni Ernst paid a visit to Red Oak 
on Jan. 4. Ernst met with business leaders for rural broadband discussions at 
the Red Oak Greenhouse’s location at 801 N. Broadway. Ernst, pictured left, 
later was given a tour of the facility by Red Oak Greenhouse co-owner Dennis 
Bloom. (Photo submitted)
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