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 Radiant Floor Heating System

ROGERS
PLUMBING & HEATING

104 S. BROADWAY
RED OAK, IA

712-623-2895

Servicing Southwest Iowa for 
over 100 years

Call for Service or Sales
Licensed & Insured & Bonded 

712-829-2280

Here for all of your comfort 
needs including conditioners, 

furnaces, heat pumps, 
geothermals, mini-splits, and 

hanging heaters.

EXPERIENCE MAKES  A DIFFERENCE 

WHEN IT COMES TO YOURFARM’S FINANCIAL NEEDS,

FRIENDFRIENDFRIENDFRIENDFRIENDFRIENDFRIENDYOU’VE 
GOT A

IN THE 
FIELD.

Red Oak - Cumberland - Emerson - Griswold
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The number of professionals working remotely skyrocketed in 
2020, when businesses were forced to close their offices in an effort 
to slow the spread of the COVID-19 virus. As the world transitions 
from the pandemic phase to an endemic phase, many office workers 
also are transitioning back to their offices.

A recent survey from the Pew Research Center found that 59% 
of workers in the United States are now working from home all or 
most of the time, while 22% are rarely or never working from home. 
In 2020, 70% of workers were working from home all or most of the 
time, while 17% rarely or never worked from home. Those figures 
reflect that work life, albeit gradually, is returning to pre-pandemic 
norms.

As individuals find themselves going back to the office with 
increased frequency, they might be wondering what to do with their 
home offices. If space inside a home is at a premium, then repurpos-
ing a home office into a space that can be used more frequently is 
a great way to make better use of the existing square footage. The 
following are some ways homeowners can transform home offices 
created during the pandemic into more useful spaces.

• Go back in time. Perhaps the easiest thing to do with a home 
office that is no longer needed is to return the room to its pre-pan-
demic state. Because the shift to remote work was so sudden, many 
homeowners were forced to turn washrooms, breakfast nooks or 
areas of their basements into home offices. Returning those spaces 
to their initial functions can make a home feel less cluttered and add 
more room for residents to relax and get around.

• Create a new entertainment area. Many homeowners converted 
a spare bedroom into a home office during the pandemic. In such 
instances, guest beds and other furniture might have been moved 
into storage or even sold or discarded. Either way, that means the 
office was cleared of bedroom furniture. Now that the room no lon-
ger needs to be an office and now that homeowners have made do 
without the extra bedroom, the room can be converted into an enter-
tainment area. Swap out the desk 
for a foldout couch that can still 
accommodate overnight guests 
when necessary. Then mount a 
flatscreen television on the wall 
and utilize the room as a gaming 
room for kids or a film room/
man cave for mom or dad.

• Create an in-law suite. The 
pandemic separated families, as 
people living in different house-
holds were advised to avoid 
gatherings to stop the spread of 
the virus. Individuals with aging 
parents may have felt particularly 
heartbroken by this forced sepa-
ration, especially if their elderly 
parents were living in nursing 
homes that were stretched thin 
by staff shortages and other chal-
lenges. In the aftermath of the 
pandemic phase, families may 
want to invite aging relatives to 
live with them. Home offices can 
be repurposed into in-law suites 
so aging parents don’t have to 
confront the isolation and loneli-
ness many felt during the height 
of the pandemic.

As professionals return to 
their offices with greater fre-
quency, they can transform their 
offices into spaces they’re likely 
to use more often.

What to do with a home office 
after going back to work
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STORM WINDOWS
Insulating Storm Windows 
are the affordable alternative 
to window replacement. 
Installs over existing 
windows inside or 
outside the home.
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PORCH WINDOWS
Scenix™ porch windows 
with retractable screens 
are ideal for screen porch 
replacement, sunrooms, or 
new construction. 
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SCREENS
Retractable screen 
products and screen doors 
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provide ventilation when 
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726 Davis Ave • Corning, IA 50841

(641) 322-3046
Clarinda • Atlantic • Creston 

akinbuildingcenters.com

2305 N. Broadway CorNer of Hwy 34 & 48
red oak, Ia 51566 

712-623-5444   bob@switire.com

DON’T 
FORGET US  

for all of  
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712-623-4723
Call today for your free consultation and estimate.

A fresh new look.

Concrete & Block Work

Creating the foundation
 that dreams are built upon.

ECHTERNACH
CONSTRUCTION

A SMART INVESTMENT!

Store Hours:
Mon.-Sat.  8 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. 
Sunday  Noon - 4 p.m.
Phone 712-623-5121

502 BROADWAY  RED OAK IA 51566

E-mail: rodoitcenter@gmail.com
On the web: doitbest.com

One Block West of Montgomery 
County Courthouse on Broadway
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As fall gradually gives way to winter, gar-
deners expend ample energy preparing their 
flowers and plants for the months ahead. Plants 
may be pruned to increase the likelihood that 
they will return in full bloom come the spring, 
while lawns may be aerated so cool-season 
grasses can get the nutrients, water and oxygen 
they need when the temperatures dip. But what 
about houseplants? Do indoor houseplants need 
the same type of pre-winter TLC that outdoor 
plants need before winter arrives?

As the seasons change, so, too, do the con-
ditions outside. And those conditions affect 
indoor houseplants much like they do lawns, 
gardens and trees. So it’s vital that people with 
houseplants do not overlook the need to keep 
houseplants going strong as fall gives way to 
winter.

Location
Hours of daylight shorten in winter, which 

means some houseplants won’t get as much sun 
as they were accustomed to over the last several 
months. That means plants may need to be relo-
cated closer to windows where they can make 
the most of each day’s sunlight. However, it’s 
important that there’s ample distance between 
the plant and the window, especially when 
winter temperatures get especially cold. If the 
plants are too close to a window on cold days, 
they could freeze. Keep them close enough 
to the windows to get ample sunlight but far 
enough away so they don’t get too cold. In addi-
tion, keep plants away from drafty windows as 

well as heating vents, as extreme temperatures 
are not conducive to healthy houseplants.

Watering
Watering needs also may change when the 

temperatures drop. The indoor plant experts at 
Pistils Nursery in Oregon note that all house-
plants need less water in winter. In fact, over-
watering in winter can be especially harmful to 
indoor plants. Plant owners can try decreasing 
the frequency of their watering by half each 
winter and see how the plants respond. 

Cleaning
Cleaning plants is another way to help them 

survive a long winter. Dust settles in many 
homes in winter, when windows tend to remain 
closed for months on end and fresh air isn’t 
circulating around the house as much as it is 
in spring and summer. Pistil’s Nursery notes 
that dust inhibits a plant’s ability to photosyn-
thesize, thus compromising its ability to make 
it through a winter unscathed. Better Homes & 
Gardens recommends using a soft-bristle paint-
brush, a toothbrush or pipe cleaner to remove 
dust from African violets and other fuzzy-
leafed plants. Gently washing plants with a 
paper towel or cloth that’s been moistened with 
water can remove the dust. Oils and polishes 
should not be used to make leaves shine, as 
these substances can block pores on the plant.

Houseplants may need some extra atten-
tion in winter as hours of daylight dwindle and 
indoor conditions make it hard for plants to 
survive. 

Homes are safe havens and relaxing spaces for 
their residents. No one wants to imagine the place 
they call home putting their health in jeopardy, 
but that’s precisely the case for people who live 
in homes where mold is present.

The United States Environmental Protection 
Agency notes that molds are not usually a prob-
lem indoors. However, when they are, molds 
produce allergens, irritants and potentially toxic 
substances. Molds can become problematic when 
spores land on wet or damp surfaces and begin 
growing. If inhaled, those spores can cause aller-
gic reactions in people with asthma who have 
mold allergies. Even people without such aller-
gies may suffer from irritated eyes, skin, nose, 
throat, or lungs due to exposure to mold. Mold 
also can affect the home itself, as the EPA notes 
that mold gradually destroys the things it grows 
on, potentially leading to costly remediation and 
renovation expenses.

Mold is sometimes visible in parts of a home. 
For example, mold problems in a bathroom may 
be recognizable when tiny black spots are pres-
ent on surfaces that frequently get wet. Those 
areas may gradually expand from small spots 
and cover larger areas, such as windowsills and 
areas around the bathtub. Other signs indicating 
the presence of mold may be less recognizable 
though potentially just as harmful. That’s one 
reason why it makes sense for everyone to learn 
how to spot mold in a home.

• Learn what mold looks like. Not all molds 
are black. Some are white and look like thread, 
but they also can have a gray-brown or gray-green 
tint. When peeling old wallpaper, some people may 
notice orange, pink or purple growth on the newly 
exposed walls, and that’s likely mold.

• Identify problems with paint. If paint is peeling, 
bubbling or cracking, it’s likely indicative of a mold 
issue. In such instances, contact a mold remedia-
tion specialist rather than simply painting over the 
affected areas with a fresh coat of paint.

• Conduct a smell test. Most molds will emit a 
damp, musty odor. However, a lack of this distinct 
and unpleasant smell should not lead individuals 

to conclude they don’t have a mold issue, as some 
molds do not produce an odor. In addition, the 

EPA notes that the smell of indoor molds can differ 
depending on the type of mold present in the home. 
Homeowners who have experienced mold issues 
in the past should not ignore a foul odor simply 
because it smells different from a previous infesta-
tion. Contact a mold remediation professional if you 
suspect an unpleasant smell could be a byproduct of 
mold.

Mold can be harmful to homes and humans. 
Anyone who suspects their home has a mold prob-
lem is urged to contact a remediation specialist as 
soon as possible. 

How to spot mold in your home

How to help houseplants 
survive a long winter
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Many homeowners think they have to spend tons of green to get 
green in their landscape, but that isn’t necessarily so. Homeowners 
can improve their landscapes without digging themselves into finan-
cial holes. These strategies can help anyone save some cash and still 
end up with attractive gardens and more.

• Use stones or gravel for a walkway. If commercially installed 
pavers or cement walkways are not within your budget, there are 
some affordable alternatives. Flagstone or individually purchased 
and spaced pavers and pea gravel can be used to create pathways. 
Some construction sites even offer free stones when asked. Soften 
the look with moss or other plants on the perimeter.

• Remove some lawn. Lawns can require hours of upkeep that 
may involve the application of expensive fertilizers and weed-kill-
ing products that are not always so eco-friendly. Reduce the size of a 
lawn by putting in a mixed planting bed of perennials or ornamental 
grasses, or use landscape fabric and mulch.

• Look for free mulch. Municipal recycling centers may offer res-

idents access to free mulch made from grinding up leaves, branches 
and other plant debris collected throughout the town. Simply bring 
a few containers to the recycling center and spread the mulch for an 
ornamental look or to insulate landscapes over winter and protect 
against weeds.

• Repurpose old items into planters. Old wheelbarrows, barrels, 
watering cans, and other items can be repurposed into container 
gardening vessels. Figure out if items marked for the garbage bin 
can be incorporated into garden features instead.

• Invest in plants that are easy to propagate. Perennials are the 
gardener’s friend when it comes to saving money. These plants 
sprout anew each year, and many, such as sedum, catmint, ferns, 
hostas, and black-eyed Susans, can propagate by division. Figure 
out the best times of year to divide the plants and start growing them 
in individual containers before planting the sturdy new shoots in the 
ground. A single variety of plants grouped together in mass plant-
ings is affordable and easy.

• Shop end-of season sales. Garden centers may begin to make 
room for holiday items come the fall. Take advantage of reduced 
costs on remaining plants and landscape accessories during this time 
of year. Plants can be covered or allowed to thrive indoors until they 
can be planted in the spring.

• Pool your resources. Homeowners planning on a big landscap-
ing or revitalization project may want to speak with neighbors to 
see if they’re interested in doing the same. Contractors guaranteed 
business from a few homes in the same neighborhood may be will-
ing to negotiate lower prices for the volume of work on things like 
driveway repaving, deck- or fence-building, or installation of paver 
patios.

Some handy ideas can help homeowners transform landscapes 
without spending too much. 

Revitalize your 
landscape on a 
budget

Free mulch and scavenged stones for walkways can dress up areas of 
the landscape for little money.



GORANSON 
SEED

    Soybeans have grown in familiarity with the rise of edamame and 
vegetarian-friendly soy products, but here are a few interestng facts 
about soybeans you might not know:

Did you know?
• Iowa has approximately 86,900 farms. More than 97 percent of those farms are owned 

by farm families. 
• Iowa ranks number one in producing corn, soybeans, hogs, eggs, ethanol and Dry 

Distillers Grain Solubles (DDGS) which serve as a premium source of protein for live-
stock. It also ranks fourth in beef cattle. 

• In 2019, Iowa farmers produced around 2.58 billion bushels of corn for grain and 
harvested 13.1 million acres according to the U.S. Department of Agricultural Statistics 
Service.

 
Sweet Corn vs. Field Corn
• Only one percent of corn planted in the United States is sweet corn. 
• 99 percent of corn grown in Iowa is Field Corn. When Iowa’s corn farmers deliver corn 

from the field, it’s Field Corn.  Not the delicious sweet corn you might enjoy on the cob 
or in a can. 

• Field corn is the classic big ears of yellow dented corn you see dried and harvested in 
the fall. It’s called dent corn because of the distinctive dent that forms on the kernel 
as the corn dries. 

• While a small portion of Field Corn is processed for use as corn cereal, corn starch, 
corn oil and corn syrup for human consumption, it is primarily used for livestock feed, 
ethanol production and manufactured goods. It’s considered a grain. 

• Sweet corn is what people purchase fresh, frozen or canned for eating. It’s consumed 
as a vegetable. Unlike Field Corn, which is harvested when the kernels are dry and fully 
mature, sweet corn is picked when immature. 

 
What is it used for?
• Iowa leads the nation in ethanol production, with 57 percent (1.5 billion bushels) of the 

corn grown in Iowa going to create nearly 27 percent of all American ethanol. 
• 4.709 billion bushels or 33 percent of Iowa Corn went directly into livestock feed. In 

livestock feeding, one bushel of corn converts to about 8 pounds of beef, 15.6 pounds 
of pork, or 21.6 pounds of chicken. Learn more. iowacorn.org/corn-uses/livestock. 

• One bushel of corn produces 17 pounds of DDGS as well as 2.8 gallons of ethanol. Learn 
more. iowacorn.org/corn-uses/livestock/distillers-grains. 

• 1.494 billion bushels of Iowa corn in the 2018/19 marketing year went into corn pro-
cessing used in the wet mill industry for food and industrials usage. Learn more. www.
iowacorn.org/corn-uses/exports. 

• 14 percent or 2.065 billion bushels of Iowa 
corn was exported out of the state in the 
2018/19 marketing year. In an average 
year, Iowa produces more corn than most 
countries. Learn more at iowacorn.org/
corn-production/research-and-patents/
plant-research. 

• Corn is in more than 4,000 grocery store 
items a few examples including shampoo, 
toothpaste, chewing gum, marshmallows, 
crayons and paper. Learn more at iowa-
corn.org/education/corn-its-everything. 

 
Debunking Food & Fuel Myths 
• Many products depend on corn as well, 

from paper goods and cardboard packag-
ing, to all the meat, milk, eggs, poultry 
and other protein products that come from 
corn-fed animals. 

• Farmers and ranchers that provide our 
meat, milk and eggs depend on geneti-
cally enhanced crops as critical components in production of their animals feed. 
Livestock in the U.S. have been fed genetically modified crops since they were first 
introduced in 1996. 

• Humans have also been consuming genetically modified (GMO) foods since 1996. 
Hundreds of scientific studies have confirmed the safety of these biotechnology prod-
ucts. In fact in the United States, alone, 9 billion food-producing animals are produced 
annually, with 95 percent of them consuming feed that contains genetically engi-
neered ingredients, meaning consumers come in contact with GMOs on a daily basis. 

• Oil, not corn, has been driving up global food prices. The World Bank conducted 
research determining crude oil as the number one determinant of global food prices. 
The cost of energy from oil is integral to so much of the 84 percent of what makes up 
grocery costs. When the price of oil goes up, so do food prices. 

• The great thing about corn is that it provides: 
• A renewable, environmentally-friendly fuel source (Ethanol) 
• Animal feed for livestock which is important to our food supply 

• Exports supplying the world with corn and corn products which boosts our economy 
• Food ingredients necessary for preparing many of our favorite meals 
• Bio-based, renewable materials for industrial uses such as bioplastics  
 
Other Fun Corn Facts
• Corn can be produced in various colors including blackish, bluish-gray, purple, green, 

red and white but the most common color grown is yellow 
• There is one silk for every kernel that grows in an ear of corn 
• The number of kernels per ear can vary from 500 to about 1,200, but a typical ear 

would have 800 kernels in 16 rows 
• Corn is grown in every continent except Antarctica 
• One acre of corn is about the size of a football field 
• A bushel of corn is 56 pounds, about the weight of a large bag of dog food. 
• A single corn bushel can sweeten about 400 cans of soda pop.

CORN FACTS

5 tips to help 
farmers stay 
safe this fall

The fall harvest can be one of the 
busiest and most dangerous times of 
the year for the agricultural industry.

1. Get enough sleep. Sleep depriva-
tion increases the risk of health 
conditions like diabetes, heart dis-
ease and stroke. 

2. Eat healthy and stay 
hydrated. A balanced diet can 
reduce the risks for myriad physi-
cal and mental health conditions.

3. Stay connected with 
family members and friends. 
Making time for the people who 
matter most to you can help relieve 
stress and keep you grounded. 

4. Make time for yourself. In addi-
tion to spending time with loved 
ones, remember to take care of your 
own needs. 

5. Ask for help when you need it. 
If you feel overwhelmed, reach out 
for assistance. Talking to a mental 
health professional can help you 
stay on track. 

There are real risks associated with 
working in agriculture, but adopting 
healthy practices during the harvest 
and beyond will help keep you safe.

Soybean Fun Facts
SOY WHAT

• One acre of soybeans can produce 82,368 crayons. 
• Soybean oil provides an environmentally friendly fuel for diesel 

engines. 
• During the Civil War, soybeans were used in place of coffee be-

cause real coffee was scarce. 

• 98 percent of the soybean and 
livestock farms in the country are still 
family farms. 

• U.S. farmers first grew soybeans as 
cattle feed. 

• 45 percent of the world’s soybean 
acreage and 55 percent of produc-
tion is in the United States. 

• Soy ink is used to print newspapers 
and textbooks. 

• Soybean is used in plastics, wood 
adhesives and textiles. 

• Soybeans also find their way into 
candles, cleaning products and hair-
care products. 

• The soybean is the highest natural 
source of dietary fiber. 

• Farmers across the U.S. grow soy-
beans that have been harvested into 
yields of about 2 billion bushels a 
year. 

• About half of U.S. soybeans are 
exported to major markets including 
Europe, Japan, Taiwan, Mexico and 
South Korea. 

•  More soybeans are grown in the 
United States than anywhere else in 
the world. 
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THERE ISN’T A 
TIME FARMERS 

ANTICIPATE MORE 
THAN HARVEST.

We wish every farmer a safe and bountiful harvest season.

Through a season of change and uncertainty, you never stopped working. 

And we never stopped appreciating the abundance and quality of the 

food we enjoy. Thank you. We are proud to serve your growing needs. 

|  fcsamerica.com 

712-623-5181 |  700 Senate Ave. |  Red Oak, Iowa
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